FROM THE EDITOR
The clocks have gone back and the dark evenings are upon us. It will be a trying time for
everyone with restrictions on our ability to meet and a constant round of testing and
quarantining. In this edition there are articles of interest, examples of inspiring artwork
from the schools, national competitions for schoolchildren to enter and some gentle
humour for all.
Wrap up warm and relax.
Gill Wilkinson (Editor November 2020)

A TIME TO REMEMBER
With All Soul's, Remembrance Sunday and Armistice all falling in November, it is a time
to look back, to mourn, but also to look forward with hope. And, despite the
challenges of Covid, church communities will still gather, either online or in person, to
remember loved ones lost recently and those who lost their lives in service to their
country.
This year in particular, All Souls can offer a space for grieving for those who may not
have been able to say farewell in the way they would have chosen; may not have been
able to grieve alongside family and friends at a funeral or held a service to give thanks
for a life well-lived.
Space to grieve is important as those who sent the names of loved ones to be included
in the recent 'From Lamentation to Hope' service at Wells Cathedral said. They
expressed their gratitude for the service which one person said, ‘went some way
towards beginning to heal the pain of inevitably sparsely attended services.’ This service
remains available to watch or share with others. Go to YouTube.com/BathandWells.
Excerpt from Manna November

BENEFICE, DEANERY AND DIOCESAN ITEMS
ONE MORE STEP
As a vicar one thing I really enjoyed, even though it seemed to come
round rather quickly, was writing the letter for the parish magazine. I
know that not all parishes are able to produce a parish magazine and
some find a website is a better way to communicate with people,
however, I do still appreciate reading them when I can. So I would like
to express my thanks to all those involved in writing, editing and
producing parish magazines. They are often still an effective way to share what we are
doing in our churches and to share with others the good news of the gospel.
Recently I was reading one which had an article by someone recalling a visit made to
the north west of the USA some 40 years ago. They spoke about the warmth of their
welcome and the joy of being invited to preach in the church. What caught my eye, was
that they remembered visiting Lake Wallowa where it is said: ‘the air is so pure and the
sky so clear that one can see the dawn of the day after tomorrow!’ What a glorious
expression. Of course, the truth is that we don’t know what the future holds and at the
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moment things are challenging and uncertain for all of us and indeed for the world.
One night recently when I was in hospital, unable to sleep and waiting for the dawn to
break, I found myself singing the words of ‘One More Step Along the Way’ I go which
has the chorus: ‘And it’s from the old I travel to the new, Keep me travelling along with
you’. Maybe as we look to the future, with the joys and challenges that it will bring, that
should be our prayer – Lord help us to travel with you wherever you may be leading.
With my warmest greetings, The Rt Rev Peter Hancock, Bishop of Bath and Wells
TRIBUTE TO JEANETTE SCOTT
Contained in the October issue of the MOMSS magazine was a letter
from a wonderful Christian lady, Jeanette Scott. In her letter she
announced that after seventeen years she will not be continuing her role
as a Licensed Reader in the MOMSS benefice. A huge number of people
in all six of the benefice villages will be sad to hear this news because
Jeanette has been a wonderful lady of prayer and leader of worship in our
midst. Not only for her sermons delivered after much prayer and reliance
on her Lord’s leadership but also for her prayerful leadership of services in each of the
six churches in this benefice. Certainly her greatest gift was to be a lady of prayer. For
many, many years she has met with others (quite safely in these Covid days) to pray for
the people and needs of this benefice and all in this world.
Jeanette regularly was in the various churches of this benefice every Wednesday
morning to join in Morning Prayer and latterly has met safely regularly with a prayer
group in Stawell each week. The sick and elderly, especially the housebound, of all our
villages, will certainly miss her regular visits to pray with them. Jeanette will be so
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missed too by the school children and their teachers of the schools of this benefice
following her regular teaching visits.
Jeanette, your prayerful, Bible led, leadership and ministry will be much missed but our
hearts are warmed knowing that your walk with our Lord will never end. Thank you
for all you enabled for each of us and thank you Jeanette for all you have shared with
us.
Canon Mike Peters
(See Stawell entry page 13 for further thanks)
CONGRATULATIONS, HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
On Saturday 21 November June and Stewart Burrows of Middlezoy
celebrate 67 years of marriage. Sending love from all the family.
The magazine committee would welcome details of any other special
happy anniversaries celebrated in our 6 villages.
Editor
CHURCHES ARE OPEN
Two of the benefice churches are open for Private Prayer:
Holy Cross Middlezoy Daily 10am to 4pm
St Francis Stawell Wednesday 10am to 12noon
You are most welcome to those churches, however, to comply with Covid regulations,
it may be necessary to keep them closed on days surrounding special services such as
funerals. Notices will be posted, but if you are travelling it is advisable to contact the
churchwarden.
Sunday Services
Sunday Services will be held in the churches at 10.30am:
Stawell 1 November; Moorlinch 15 November; Middlezoy 22 November
Stawell and Moorlinch attendance is limited to their own parishioners due to church
size but Middlezoy is open to visitors.
Each parish will be making their own arrangements for the Remembrance Service on 8
November and will advertise locally.
There will be an online benefice service on 29 November to celebrate Advent Sunday.
Your churchwarden will have details as to how to join the service.
Ian Campbell, Mervyn Winslade, Margaret Harris, Fiona Hixon, Rachel Fortune
PRAYER REQUESTS
Send any prayer request in at any time to
middlezoyprayers@gmail.com. We realise that the situation
we are in at the moment is very changeable therefore
please ask for prayers when they are needed. A group of
us are ready to add your requests to our prayers. You can
be sure everything is done in the strictest confidence.
This prayer initiative is open to anyone in the benefice or
beyond.
Prayer and reflection are regularly posted on the Holy
Cross Church Middlezoy Facebook page.
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Our grateful thanks
for the donations
towards the printing
of the magazine.
Together you have
given the magnificent
total of £546.
Thank you.

FROM THE REGISTERS
DEATHS FUNERALS AND INTERMENTS
Lona Davidge of Middlezoy died on Thursday 3 September. Her funeral was
held on 9 October at Holy Cross Church followed by burial in the churchyard.
John Kingscote of Othery died on Thursday 15 October after a long illness.
The funeral is being arranged.

SCHOOLS NEWS
MIDDLEZOY & OTHERY SCHOOLS
At the time of writing, we are nearing the end of week 5 and what an exciting time we
are having at our schools! Our children have been taking immense pride in their work,
working incredibly hard and learning together. We were extremely fortunate to have
the incredible Explorer Dome come into our school during the first week of term!
All the children from year 1 to year 6 took part in exciting, engaging and informative
sessions, based inside an inflatable, portable planetarium! The shows linked in with this
term's Science and were a brilliant way to introduce the children to the topics and
engage them with their learning from the very start.
We have been lucky enough to have an inspiring day in both schools looking at Equality
and Diversity through drama, story-telling, music, poetry and art workshops, which also
focussed on race equality and the enriching qualities of our multi-cultural communities.
Years 5 and 6 also discussed the impact of racism and the links to other forms of
bullying. This supported our Literacy curriculum well, looking at change and emotions
after a turbulent year. The children engaged with the ideas and they reflected on what
had been learned. They were stimulated by the interactive activities. The children's
Equality and Diversity poetry articulated the
theme of the two days.
In addition to this, local artist Darrell Wakelam
came in to work alongside the children and
created the most amazing Tinga Tinga inspired
pieces of art. For the children at Othery, this
coincided with our Global Awareness launch day.
The children and staff
are rightly, very
proud of their
creations.
In both schools there
is a strong sense of
togetherness, a joy
for learning, and a
collective feeling of
respect for others.
Lindsay Hayward,
Headteacher
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GENERAL INTEREST ITEMS
CALLING ALL ‘STICKY CHURCH’ YOUNG PEOPLE YOU ARE NOT
TOO LATE
SARAH IS WAITING FOR YOUR ENTRY BY SUNDAY 1 NOVEMBER
This exciting national competition is run by the Real Advent Calendar organisation.
Please have a look and we encourage you all to enter. We would like to send them all
together. Therefore the deadline is: SUNDAY 1 NOVEMBER.
Your entry can be given to any of us or dropped off in Sarah and Rob’s porch, (always
unlocked) Lanlivery, Main Road Middlezoy, Bridgwater, TA7 0PB.
Have fun, we know and have seen all your creative pieces of artwork. Any queries
please let us know.
God Bless from all 'Sticky Church' team.
Deborah, Pauline, Rob, Sarah and Susy. 01823 690042, 07783 305835
sarah@blaketraining.co.uk.
Children's £300 competition
To mark the launch of the 2020 Real
Advent Calendar, we are holding a special
competition with £300 worth of prizes
and some chocolate up for grabs.
This year some of our products will
feature a rainbow - a sign of God’s love,
a reminder of the importance of working
together in inspiring ways and a tribute to
key workers.
The challenge is to design the cover of an
Advent Calendar which illustrates the Christmas story and includes a rainbow. The
rainbow reference does not have to be a literal rainbow though it could be. Perhaps
the cloaks of a wise man may be rainbow coloured or an angel may have rainbow hair.
We only need to see the picture so don't worry about doors and numbers.
Who can enter
Schools, youth groups and children at home can enter.
There are three entry categories: Infants-children aged up to 5 years, Juniors- children
aged 5-10, and Seniors-children aged 11-16.
In each category the prizes are £50 book tokens for the winners and £25 book tokens
for the two runners up. Every winner and runner up will receive some chocolate to
share with friends.
How to enter
All entries must be completed on A4 paper and posted to us.
On the back of each entry we need the name and age of the child and a name and
contact number of a parent or responsible adult.
Winners will be notified by 16 November.
The competition is open to all children but limited to one entry per person.
Real Advent Calendar
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FARM DIARY
This is written for non-farmers who live surrounded by farmland.
In the Field. A lot of farm livestock will normally be housed by this time. However, it
all depends on the weather. If it is not too wet, cattle particularly will still be outside.
Most breeds of cattle and sheep are quite okay outside all winter. It is just that on
some soil types, cattle will do too much poaching and damage the sward. Horses are
the worst for this. Sorry to the horse keepers but it’s a fact. Goats can also be outside
all winter although they need a shelter as they are not rain proof. They do not have
much lanolin in their hair which protects sheep for example. Your garden soil will be
very similar to the fields near-by unless it has been improved considerably with the
addition of organic matter. If it has a high clay fraction then the fields around you will
also have this and the neighbours’ cattle will be housed when it is too wet.
Crops. We had our crop assurance inspection in the week this was written. It is an
independent look at our records, our grain store and our spray store. All these are
checked that they comply with all relevant legislation. Non-conformances are issued if
there are any matters that are not correct. These have to be addressed before we can
sell assured grain. This is our Red Tractor assurance, it also guarantees traceability. Any
load of produce that leaves a Red Tractor farm can be traced back to the field in which
it was produced. The products used on that field to grow it can be traced. This is
unique in the world and the market analyst for Openfield that markets my grain and
20% of the nation’s grain says that overseas buyers particularly like this. A boat load of
grain is unlikely to have surprises in the corner i.e. non-specification grain.
Meat. A threat to our planet. This was the title of a BBC1 programme last
November. Recently, Ofcom have agreed with the NFU that the programme makers
lacked the impartiality we expect from the BBC. Non-intensive meat production is
very common in this country. UK grass fed beef for example has half the emissions of
the global average and the aim is to be net zero by 2040.
After the phenomenal success since its
launch just two years ago, the NFU is
opening its annual Farmvention
competition to bring the world of food
and farming into the classroom. This
year the competition is focusing on the
greatest global challenge of all – climate
change.
Richard Graham
THANK YOU FOR YOUR KINDNESS
I am writing to personally thank my husband Mervyn, son Ralph and the many many
family, friends and benefice residents for their love and caring support for us during my
sudden stay in Musgrove hospital due to a severe kidney infection.
Without the magnificent care of the medical teams and all the staff in the hospital I
would not be alive so I am most grateful to them all. I will have to return for further
treatment in a few weeks’ time to, hopefully, restore me to full good health again.
My love and thanks to you all, sincerely, Anita.
Anita Winslade
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SKY AT NIGHT
Sunrise Sunset
Beginning of
November :
7.05am-4.44pm
End of November :
7.52am-4.08pm
Moon Phases
Last Quarter 8 Nov
New Moon 15 Nov
1st Quarter 22 Nov
Full 30 November

M. Franks & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
* Private Chapel of Rest *
* 24 Hour Personal & Caring Service *
* Home Visiting Service *
Bath Road, Ashcott,
Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 9QT
Telephone: 01458 210627 or 01458 860157
Email: mfranksandsons@gmail.com
Website: www.mfranksandsons.co.uk

Planets
The bright object in
the south west at sunset is Jupiter which sets at 8pm followed by Saturn 20 minutes
later then in the south east Mars appears a little less bright but still prominent which
sets at 3.30am then 30 minutes later again in the south east Venus looking very bright.
Stars
The constellation of Taurus the Bull is high in the south late evening this month, look
for a v shape of stars and the red star Aldebaran the eye of the Bull to find it, there are
two open star clusters in Taurus being the famous Pleiades or Seven Sisters a grouping
of stars forming what looks like a hazy cloud and also the Hyades which is much
different as it is so much larger. This is an interesting area to scan with a pair of
binoculars or just your eyes from a dark location.
Phenomena
The peak of the Leonid meteor shower is on the night of 17/18 November when some
meteors may be seen; on the mornings of the 12th and 13th Venus looks very close to
the Moon in the early morning sky and on the 25th look for Mars shining above the
Moon.
Paul Adamson, 01823 698156
SOMERSET LEVELS STARGAZERS
It’s the last meeting of 2020 on the 25th (still online) when we
are joined once again by our good friend from Space Detectives
Jo Richardson (who was on the BBC programme Sky at Night
early this year). She will be talking about the Aurora Borealis or
Northern Lights which she saw on a trip she took last year.
Other features will be our night sky guide for December and
talk on a famous astronomer. If you would like to join this
meeting please contact us at somersetlevelsstargazers@hotmail.com and we will send you
details on how to take part. We have a website somersetlevelsstargazers.co.uk and are
also on Facebook.
Paul Adamson, 01823 698156
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BEYOND THE KERB
What Happens To Somerset’s Recycling
In the October issue of MOMSS we had an update on what we can
recycle at the kerbside but what happens to it once it has been collected?
Thanks to residents and recycling crews separating recycling, over half
stays in Somerset and over 90% stays in the UK. Somerset is independently ranked as
the seventh-best area in England for carbon saving, equivalent to taking more than
25,000 cars off the road for a year.
Paper - Sent to paper mills in the UK and overseas to be recycled
into newsprint and other paper and board products.
Cardboard - Sent to board mills in the UK and overseas to be
recycled into new cardboard.
Mixed container glass - Sent to reprocessing facilities in the UK
to be turned into mineral wool and new glass bottles and jars.
Cans and foil - Sent to reprocessing facilities in the UK to be sorted into steel and
aluminium. Steel cans are made into new steel products and aluminium cans are
recycled into more cans and other aluminium products.
Food waste - Sent to an anaerobic digestion facility near Bridgwater to produce a
bio-fertiliser used on agricultural land and bio-gas used to generate electricity. Gas is
also exported from the site for the mains that runs nearby.
Plastic bottles - Sent to reprocessors in the UK and overseas to be recycled into
various plastic items such as films, pipes, compost bins and fleece jackets.
As more plastics come on line to be
collected at the kerbside they will be
sent to the new plant at Avonmouth
which will recycle 60,000 tonnes of
plastic, including 1.6 million bottles, pots,
tubs and trays into 60 kilo tonnes of
recycled plastic. The waste plastic will be
turned into pellets or flakes to be used in
other plastic products.
And where will this plastic recycling plant
get its energy? Kerbside rubbish (black
bins) has for many years been landfilled
in Somerset at two sites – Dimmer near
Castle Cary and Walpole near
Bridgwater – but as part of major
changes to all waste services, it will soon
all be sent to generate electricity at a
state-of-the-art energy-from-waste plant
being completed in Avonmouth and, as
well as electricity for the national grid,
the energy-from-waste plant will also
power the plastics reprocessing plant.
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NOVEMBER JOBS IN THE GARDEN
Fruit and veg:
• dig over the veg plot and dig in well rotted farmyard manure or
compost. Do this only when the weather and soil are dry.
• lift parsnips. They taste best after the first frosts.
• start picking brussel sprouts. Harvest from the base of the plant
upwards.
• broad bean and peas can be down outside if they are covered with cloches.
• cover brassicas such as cauliflowers and winter cabbage with cloches to protect from
frost and pigeons.
• start winter pruning of apples, pears currants and gooseberries. Cut out dead,
diseased and crossing branches as a minimum.
Ornamental Garden:
• dig over and add farmyard manure to the flower borders and around established
roses.
• tulip bulbs are best planted now. They like being planted as deeply as possible in
order to produce good flowers (at least twice the depth of the bulb).
• cut back gone over perennials and most ornamental grasses as these generally look
untidy over winter.
• plant new trees, shrubs and roses. Ensure you use a stake when required to give
support.
• bare root hedging and trees are available for planting now. These are often cheaper
than pot grown plants and generally
are quicker to establish in the ground.
General Maintenance:
• rake up fallen
leaves and
add to
compost or
bag them up
to make leaf
mould.
• regular mowing should have finished
now. A light trim over winter on a
high setting is sometimes required for
neatness. Remember to keep off lawns
in frosty and really wet weather.
• service your lawnmower. Drain the
fuel tank, replace the engine oil,
sharpen the blade and clean any grass
debris from the mowing deck.
• clean pots and seed trays in light
soapy water ready for spring sowings.
• begin pruning trees and shrubs.
Rhiannon Bucton
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BADRAT is a UK Athletics affiliated
running club made up of members from
Bridgwater and the surrounding villages.
The club was established to support
runners of all capabilities and experience
and is pleased to include members early in
their running journey through to the more
experience who have completed multiple
marathons. The club prides itself on being
friendly, welcoming and supportive.
At BADRAT we believe that roads end
but runs don’t and we look forward to
welcoming new members who share a
similar outlook.
Jo Beddow-Nicholson (Moorlinch) says
“I joined Badrats Running Club about a month
ago and I’m so pleased I did. I always felt a bit
intimidated by running clubs so had just been
running solo. Then I came upon a post about
Badrats Running Club. It’s really helped me
fend off those Covid/lockdown blues and it’s
getting me fit and healthy again. I’d really
recommend the club whether you are super
experienced or a beginner.”
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OTHERY VILLAGE NEWS
OTHERY READING GROUP
The Vanishing Act of
Esme Lennox by
Maggie O’Farrell
The author has won
acclaim for previous
novels and was
recently awarded the 2020 Women’s
Prize for Fiction. The Vanishing Act of
Esme Lennox is set in the 1930s and the
present and portrays a woman effectively
edited out of her own family history
following a scandal but mostly because
she did not conform to their
expectations. After many years
incarcerated in a mental asylum, she is
released into the care of her great niece.
It was not uncommon for someone to
have been committed in this way and the
theme has been explored by other
novelists. The story was told from three
perspectives: Esme, her sister Kittie who
has dementia and is in a care home, and
Iris the great niece, moving between the
sisters’ childhood in India and Scotland to
present day Edinburgh.
The book received positive reviews from
the group, who found it shocking, sad
and painful. There was more interest in
Esme’s story than that of Iris although
there were obvious comparisons
between the two women.
Some readers said it brought back
childhood memories of visiting
grandparents’ homes.
The ending was somewhat abrupt and
ambiguous but on the whole it was a
satisfying read.
Next month’s book is ‘Exit West’ by
Moysin Hamid.
For more information about the reading
group email lizwall@me.com
Mollie O’Flanagan

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH
REMEMBRANCE SERVICE
Due to Covid restrictions
this will be an abbreviated
service this year but the Act
of Remembrance will take
place. The names on our
Memorial will be read and
one wreath will be laid by the Parish
Council to represent the whole parish.
The service will take place at 10.50am on
Sunday 8 November. If you plan to attend
please let Mervyn Winslade (01823
698368) know in advance as due to
Covid restrictions seating is very limited.
REMEMBRANCE DAY
11 NOVEMBER
It has been suggested throughout the
country that people stand outside their
houses at 11am and observe the silence.
It would also be nice if people could
decorate their windows etc with a poppy.
There will be no poppy selling round the
village. Some large supermarkets may
have poppies and the British Legion
poppy shop is online. I will be making a
very small number of poppy masks to
swap for a donation to the British Legion
and if anyone wants one please let me
know. Also if anyone wants to donate to
the British Legion I can arrange this.
Pat Adamson 01823 698156

11

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH
The Annual Vestry meeting, Annual Parochial Church meeting and Parochial Church
Council meeting took place on Tuesday 13 October 2020 via Zoom. The two
churchwardens re-elected were Mr Mervyn Winslade and Mrs Margaret Harris. The
elected deputy Wardens are Mr Anthony Betty and Mrs Anita Winslade. The Electoral
Roll officer is Mrs Pat Adamson. The external examiner was also agreed. For the PCC
the Vicar Rev Andrea Harwood acts as Chairman, Mr Mervyn Winslade is Vice
Chairman, Mrs Isobel Davis is Treasurer, Mrs Pat Adamson is Secretary, Deanery
Synod Representative is Mr Charles Hunt.
Thanks were given to the two members who had resigned after many years, Mrs
Kathleen Betty and Mr Barry Peacock and a welcome to Mrs Kath Cowles who has
come on the Council.
Zoom coffee and chat meetings are taking place and also one safely distanced service
took place in the church in October. Please let one of the above people know if you
would like to join in with either.
Pat Adamson, Secretary St Michael’s Church PCC

MOORLINCH VILLAGE NEWS
REMEMBRANCE IN
MOORLINCH
Remembrance Sunday
Service on 8 November
at 10.50am

offered to make a chicken curry and
pilau rice, to be collected in a Covid-19
safe way from the bottom of the
Vicarage path at agreed times. There will
be a set cost of £5 per head. If you
would like a curry (and to request a
vegetarian option), please email
fiona@e-moor.com by 3 November and
we will book you in and confirm
collection time and serving instructions.

This year the service will be slightly
different.
We will still be holding a service, but it
will be OUTSIDE Moorlinch Church with
everyone maintaining a 2m social
distance (please) and shorter than usual
(around 30 minutes). If there is not
enough space in the churchyard we can
spill out into the ‘Fete’ areas.

All donations will be in aid of The Royal
British Legion and there will be a
collections box left in a very obvious
place or donations can be made online please email Andrew Gigiel
a.gigiel@btinternet.com for details.
There is a full risk assessment and if
anyone would like to see this, again,
please email me.

The Service will be broadcast live via a
PA system (thanks to Rodney) and all
music will be via a CD with no singing.
For those who feel comfortable
attending please arrive in the churchyard
for 10.45am, not earlier. For those who
don’t, hopefully you will be able to hear
it across Moorlinch via the PA system!
As you may know, for the past few years
we have had a post service curry at The
Old Vicarage. The ‘chef’ has kindly

For people in Moorlinch there will be an
email soon inviting everyone to create
and display a poppy outside their homes
(with or after the pumpkins!).
Fiona Hixon
Church Warden
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STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET VILLAGE NEWS
hard work.
Jeanette has been a Reader for seventeen
years, going into schools, distributing the
magazine in Stawell and helping with
preparation of children for confirmation,
to name just a few of the things she has
been involved with.
I remember taking my grandchildren to
church with me on one occasion and
Jeanette used a hoop and arrows to
demonstrate how we should focus on
God/Jesus. Jack and Rachel had a whale
of a time trying to get the arrows
through the hoop. I must state that they
were made of foam and no member of
the congregation was hurt in the
process!
Jeanette has loved doing all these things
and will remain very much in our midst
giving us encouragement and support as
we travel along life’s road.
Rachel Fortune
(see tribute on page 2)

NEWS FROM ST FRANCIS
CHURCH
As we are starting services on Sundays,
it is not possible now to have Open
Church for Individual Prayer on a
Saturday. We have to leave 72 hours
between members of the public visiting
(or clean between each visit).
We will still be open on Wednesdays
from 10.00am to 12.00noon.
Rachel Fortune
A BIG THANK
YOU TO
JEANETTE
As you will all have
read in last month’s
magazine, Jeanette is
retiring from being a Reader.
I am sure you will all want to join me a
saying a Big Thank You to her for all her

GREINTON VILLAGE NEWS

RECIPE CORNER

ST MICHAEL AND
ALL ANGELS
REMEMBRANCE
SERVICE
We are planning, subject to
coronavirus restrictions
permitting, to hold a brief Act
of Remembrance in the churchyard
outside St Michael and All Angels,
Greinton on Sunday 8 November.
Meet at 10:45am. If you would like to
read, or contribute in any other way,
please contact me at
greintonvillage@gmail.com.
Toby Crispin

RECIPE FOR SECRET DELIGHT
A quick pudding to
surprise your guests
1/2 pint (300ml) Double Cream
1/2 pint (300ml) Natural Yoghurt
Dark Brown Sugar
Whisk the cream until it forms soft
peaks
Fold in the yoghurt
Divide equally into 6 small ramekins
Top with a layer of sugar
Leave in fridge overnight
The topping will melt into a sauce and
your guests can try to guess the
Ingredients.
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MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE NEWS
HOLY CROSS CHURCH

Prayer Request
Please send any prayer request in at
anytime to middlezoyprayers@gmail.com.
We realise that the situation we are in at
the moment is very changeable therefore
please ask for prayers when they are
needed. A group of us are ready to add
your requests to our prayers. You can
be sure everything is done in the
strictest confidence. This prayer initiative
is open to anyone in the benefice or
beyond.
Prayer and reflection are regularly
posted on the Holy Cross Church
Facebook page.

The Church is Open
The church is open every day from
10.00am to 4.00pm for private prayer.
Guidance on available seating and
precautions to reduce the possible
spread of Covid-19 are on display.
If services, funerals etc are held in the
church to satisfy the Covid restrictions
the church needs to be closed at least
72 hours before and after the event.
A notice will be on the porch gates if
closure is necessary.
Remembrance
Sunday
On Remembrance
Sunday 8 November
there will be a
short Act of
Remembrance in
the churchyard
commencing at 10.45am. The Last Post
and Reveille will be amplified across the
village to link in with those standing
outside their houses.

MIDDLEZOY SHOP
AND POST OFFICE
After the great work by our younger
generation during the lockdown period
most of the original staff are back serving
under restricted shop access. The Post
Office under Linda and Laura has carried
on throughout and they have been a
great help to the younger staff in shop
procedures.
We had always
been slightly old
fashioned in being
a cash only shop,
but that had to
change quickly and
was done. We now
take card payments.
The Post Office
have their own
phone 01823
698981.
The shop now has
its own telephone
number 01823
587222.
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Thank you for all your support during
these difficult times.
Gordon Leonard
Chair Shop Committee
MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE HALL
Middlezoy Community Project
(MCP)
Middlezoy Village Hall is struggling to
raise money at the moment because the
Covid pandemic has reduced its use and
we are limited to the numbers who can
use the hall at any one time. To help raise
some funding, we will be holding a local
produce sale outside the Chapel on
Saturday 31 October from 10am-12noon.
In addition to cakes, jams and chutneys
etc, there will be books on sale from the

Cross Church for whatever is happening
with the Remembrance Service on
Sunday 8 November.
You can share our Circuit online Service
each week from 9.30am on Sundays:
contact www.rowbartonmethodist.org.uk
We hope to be able to offer some
opportunities to celebrate Christmas but
as yet nothing is decided!
Best wishes, Pauline
Pauline Steward

Chapel library and a raffle. We are asking
if all those very kind people of the village
could please donate to this event in
order to help support us. The produce
sale is just one of the activities planned in
the next few months so look out for
more soon. Please see our website
www.middlezoyvillagehall.org for more
details of the hall and/or our Facebook
page @ Middlezoy Village Hall.
Mike Birks

WOMENS SOCIAL CLUB
Cakes for MacMillan
THANK YOU so much for supporting
this event - to those who made cakes,
bought cakes and books and gave
donations. We made an amazing £600
which was unbelievable considering we
did not have a raffle this year.
MacMillan and Social Club are very
grateful!

LEVELS METHODIST CHURCH
We are in the process of opening the
Chapel. We have set up the hand
sanitisers and wipes etc together with
the necessary notices. We only have a
few Services planned. This month Sunday
22 November at 6.30pm. Please see Holy
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FRANK’S CORNER IN MEMORY OF THE LATE FRANK REYNOLDS
TALL TALES
From where I am typing this I can see Jean sawing up logs.
There is quite a pile of them now because she has been out
there for some time. I knocked on the window to tell her
that the snow is falling on those already cut and she should
really cover them or they would make her hands cold when
she carries them in later.
I can’t quite lip read her response but it will be amusing I
know. I almost put the kettle on to make her a cup of tea but
I know she doesn’t like to be interrupted so I just made
myself one and have put it where she can see it which I am hoping will show that I am
thinking of her. Bless.
What about this cold weather? Thank goodness we have heated seats in the car which
stay warm while Jean gets out when we are filling up and whilst
she carries the shopping indoors when we get home. I give her
time to light the fire before I go in because I know that it is
easier to get this sort of thing done with nobody under your
feet. You have to keep warm don’t you? I suggested that we
have a hot water bottle each but Jean insists that I have it on
my side of the bed and it’s lovely the way she gets my socks off
to save me bending. She never lets me stir out of bed in the morning until she has
brought me tea and even when I spill porridge over the newly washed duvet cover, not
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a word passes her lips.
I try to help in the house as much as I
can though. For example I go through all
the recipe books and suggest something
we can have for lunch. That girl who is
on TV, what’s her name now? Can’t
remember but it’s on the tip of my
tongue, anyway she has lovely recipes
and so easy to prepare such as Roast
Squash and Sweet Potato Soup with
Buttermilk Cheese Swirl. If you have any
buttermilk blue cheese milk mixture left
over, you can put it into a clean jam jar
with a fierce squirt of lime juice and it
will keep for a day in the fridge and serve
as a good salad dressing, and here’s the
good bit, with or without an avocado
blended into it. How useful is that? Jean
loves my little suggestions. I can tell how
much because I can see her knuckles
whitening on the hoover handle, always a
sure sign of pleasure. Just thought of her
name, Nigella. Funny I couldn’t
remember isn’t it? Nothing to do with
my memory of course because I can
remember all sorts of things but Nigella
isn’t a normal name is it? Do you know
anyone called Nigella? I don’t but we do

have a friend called Daphne who is
married to a Nigel. He was a Royal
Marine and I don’t think he would like to
be called Nigella, just a hunch.
Frank Reynolds

SUPPORT NETWORKS
Bereavement Support Services The Bereavement Support Service administered by Madame Curie and Mind. Phone
0800 304 7412 Monday-Saturday 9am to 5pm.
SHOUT - UK’s first 24 hour text helpline. 24/7 free on all major
mobile
networks. If you feel you need immediate support in a crisis
Text SHOUT to 85258
SAMARITANS - Phone 116123
MIND - For mental health issues call MIND on 0300 123 3393
CHILDLINE - Anyone under 18 can phone CHILDLINE on 0800 1111 or make
contact on www.childline.org.uk
LGBT Foundation Advice and Support - Phone 0345 330 3030
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JUST FOR FUN

QUIZ
1) Three brothers called
Tomb purchase a funeral
parlour together. The
eldest brother pays 4/9,
the second brother 1/3
and the youngest brother £18,000. What
is the cost of the business?
A £81,000 B £54,000
C £90,000

FOR THOSE SUFFERING FROM
COVID KILOS

2) Two cousins Michael and Roy were
travelling with their grandmother.
Michael had brought 5 bars of chocolate
and Roy 3 bars. These were shared
equally among the 3 of them. When they
arrived home their grandmother gave
them a box of 8 crayons and told them
to divide the crayons between them in
proportion to their contribution of the
chocolate. How many crayons should
each boy have?
A M6 and R2 B M5 and R3 C M7 and R1

HANDY TIP
Please take your clothes out of the closet
regularly, air them out and allow to stand
in sunlight. Recent studies show that if
clothes are kept in closets over lockdown, they shrink.

3) A mad, but brilliant scientist produces
a strain of killer bees. They reproduce
daily and can breed 24 hours after birth.
Dr. Doom threatens to release two of
these daily unless he receives £1,000,000.
If he releases just an initial couple, how
many bees will be flying free after seven
days- assuming none die within that
period.
A 192
B 254
C 284
4) A professor leaves Taunton at 10am
to give a lecture at London University,
driving at a prudent 60mph. Half an hour
later her partner discovers the briefcase
and lecture notes and chases after in a
sports car. In his concern he travels at
90mph. Assuming he is not stopped for
speeding at what time will he catch up
with his wife?
A 11.30am B 12 noon C 11.15am
(Answers are on page 20)
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HUMOUROUS SIGNS
Shoe Repairers
We will heel you, we will save your sole,
we will even dye for you.
The Opticians
If you don't see what you're looking for,
you've come to the right place.
On a Plumber's truck
Don't sleep with a drip, call your
plumber.
At a Car Dealership
The best way to get back on your feet,
miss a car payment.
A car exhaust mechanic
No appointment necessary, we hear you
coming.
In a Vet's waiting room
Be back in 5 minutes. Sit... Stay...
At a Funeral Directors
Drive carefully, we'll wait.
On a soft furnishings van
Caution, this van is being driven by a
blind guy
We hope he was selling window coverings.

www.blaketraining.co.uk
Email: blake@blaketraining.co.uk
Tel: 01823 690042 Mobile: 07783 305835
Blake Training Centre
Room hire for meetings, talks, training venues
and much ,much more.
Very competitive rates
Food and refreshments can also be provided
Rob Blake - Land based training specialising in
Forestry and Arboriculture including Chainsaw
Maintenance and Cross Cutting, Felling,
Chainsaw Safety and Awareness (SAD),
Climbing and Aerial Rescue, Brushcutters,
Chippers etc
Sarah Blake - Food Safety training for the
manufacturing and catering sectors. Other
courses offered: First Aid, Health and Safety,
Nutrition, Management.

Please contact us for prices and full details
Admin address: Lanlivery, Main Road,
Middlezoy, TA7 0PB

FUNNY QUOTES from kids in the
coronavirus lockdown
Daniel (age 7) to his pet pooch : Jeff,
you make my immune system stronger
because you’re a dirty dog.
Sam has to write a letter to his teacher
about his week and tell her one thing he
learned so far : Sam : I learned that 2 hours of
homeschool is way worse than 8 hours
of regular school.
The kids are starting their ‘learning
journey’ tomorrow :
Riley : I hope I don’t get online
detention.
Joseph (age 5) : Mum, did you know that
if you play in mud and then don’t wash
your hands you can get grownupvirus?
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USEFUL INFORMATION
DEFIBRILLATOR MACHINES
From the scene of an incident, call 999, ask for Ambulance.
Ascertain the condition of the patient. If a defibrillator is required
give the following information about the nearest machine.
Call sign
Greinton Phone Box
TA7 9BW
CHT-RT-1583
Middlezoy Chapel
TA7 0NZ
SC0253
Middlezoy Village Hall
TA7 0PG
SC0254
(machine at car park end)
Moorlinch Farm
TA7 9BU
Othery Village Hall
TA7 0QU
Stawell Village Hall
TA7 9AD
Within 200m of a defibrillator they can give you the code to open the cabinet on post
code alone, farther away the call sign is required.
HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING &
REFUSE COLLECTIONS

RECYCLING CENTRES
All of Somerset's 16 Recycling Centres
changed over to winter time tables on
Thursday 1 October with 9am-5pm
weekday opening hours while weekends
remain 9am-4pm.
Full details of each site, location, opening
times, materials they will accept etc can
be found at www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/
recycling/centres

The recycling and rubbish collections for
all the MOMSS & G area are as follows:
Recycling Boxes:
Thursdays 5, 12, 19 and 26 November
Black Wheeled Bins:
Thursdays 12 and 26 November
Garden Waste Bins:
Wednesdays 11 and 25 November

Emergencies only tel: 999 ; Non emergencies tel: 101

CRIMESTOPPERS

8am-10pm Weekdays 0800 555111

MOBILE LIBRARY
This service has restarted.
It remains on a Friday every 4 weeks BUT note times changed
with effect from October.
Next visit: Friday 20 November
Stawell Village Hall 9.50-10.30am
Moorlinch Tapmoor Rd Junction
10.45am - 11.15am
Middlezoy Main Road Bus Stop12.30pm - 1.10pm
For further information about reading books online
contact Libraries Direct on 0300 1232224 or visit
www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries
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Answers to
quiz on
page 18
Answers
1A, 2C, 3B, 4A

POLICE

