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 MOMSS MAGAZINE 
This publication is hand delivered 

FREE to over 1,040 homes within the 
villages in the United Benefice:  
Middlezoy, Othery, Moorlinch, 

Stawell, Sutton Mallet and Greinton 

 

It can also be found at: 

www.middlezoyvillagehall.org.uk  

and www.stawellvillage.info  and 

www.achurchnearyou.com/ Othery page 

 
 

MOMSS is issued 11 times a year (there is 
a joint December/January issue) and is 
designed as a Community Magazine.  
It is produced by volunteers, with the 
authority of the United Benefice 
Churchwardens, for the villagers’ benefit. 
 

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 
Committee: Richard Graham, Anita 
Winslade, Jane Stryker, Isobel Davis 
Editor this month: Anita Winslade 
Compiler this month: Jane Stryker 
 

NEWS ARTICLES 
We regret we cannot guarantee inclusion 
of articles or photographs and may need 
to edit copy due to space limitations. 
Submitting articles: Copy preferred in 
Microsoft Word format.  
Email to momssgeditor@live.co.uk  
300 word limit please.  
Submit handwritten copy via one of the 
members of the committee if you are 
unable to find someone to help you 
transfer it to email.  We cannot guarantee 
its accurate inclusion.   
Submitting photos or artwork: 
also momssgeditor@live.co.uk  
We gladly accept news and views from all 
groups or individuals, however, the 
Committee has overriding editorial 
control.  We cannot accept liability for 
loss or damage arising from any error, 
inaccuracies or omission from any copy or 
advertising.  The views expressed in the 
magazine are not necessarily those of the 
United Benefice, the Editorial teams or  

 

This magazine is edition  
number 3 of volume 22 

 

DON’T FORGET ! 
May edition deadlines: 

Adverts 12 May 
Articles 15 May 

the publisher. 
 

MOMSS Publishing House Style 
Articles submitted to the magazine are put 

into MOMSS house style. This uses Gill 

Sans 10pt for general text with Gill Sans 

bold 10pt for sub-headings. Arial Black 10pt 

is used for main headings. Example of our 

date format is '25 December’  – the st, rd, 

th are only used after dates with no month 

alongside. There is no need to insert year 

unless referring to year ahead. We use a  

12 hour time format eg '5.30pm'. Italics, 

bold or underlining will not be included. 

Advertising costs 
Quarter Page: (A7 size):   

Single edition £20;   Three editions £50;  

Six editions £90; Annual £175. 

Half Page (A6 size): 

Single edition £40;  Three editions £100;  

Six editions £180; Annual £350. 

For further pricing information and 
technical details phone  
Jane Stryker Tel:  01458 210661 
E-mail momssgadverts@live.co.uk 
 

Please note: Copy and payment for adverts 
must be received by 12th of the month  
(see date of deadlines on this page). 
Advertising space is limited. We cannot 
guarantee single adverts will be accepted 
for publication.   

MOMSS Account details 
Account name:    United Benefice MOMSS 

Sort Code 09.01.53   

Account Number 79133288 

Reference 'Magazine'. 

 

http://www.stawellvillage.info


1 

 

 

 

PAINS OF THE PAST, PAINS OF THE FUTURE 
I chose to put the beautiful picture of the robin on the front cover because of the legend of 

it being stained by the blood of Christ as He hung on the Cross! Was the robin looking for 

some twigs from the Crown of Thorns for its nest and by chance 

touched the Saviour? Maybe or maybe not but a colourful thought for us 

to contemplate.  

Jesus suffered terrible pain when he was tried, judged and crucified but 

he came through such suffering to face the world in the following days 

until He ascended to heaven. 

We too have suffered in the past with all sorts of problems, trials and 

tribulations let alone the loss of dearly loved ones and we have struggled 

on and looked forward to better, easier times ahead. 

In the Lent course booklet Being Disciples the former Archbishop of 

Canterbury Rowan Williams suggests that ‘being’ is part of our journey 

through life and that we could be better at birdwatching and seeing the 

beauty of kingfishers as they fly into our vision if only for a few seconds, 

if we look around and take into our view all that we can accept and 

appreciate.  

Unfortunately we are facing severe financial burdens ahead with rising 

taxes, losses of benefits, the necessity to work much harder and longer 

and with less belief that it is all worthwhile for a happier future. 

Let us all comfort and support each other with the knowledge that, worldwide, people do 

care for our planet, need our sense of safety and security, share our desire to live in 

harmony and peace, know our need to grow food and actually to love each other in modern 

kinship.   

So I suggest again - seek in this magazine; find and enjoy, share and express, give freely to 

others whatever goodness there is - because we will all need these in the coming months 

and years. 

Sincerely, Anita. 

Anita Winslade, Editor 

WHAT ARE YOU DOING FOR LENT?   
Are you one of those people who give up something, a small daily 

sacrifice, be it biscuits or chocolate or social networking … or 

spinach (as one of my sons once declared)? 

A book I have on my bookshelf – Barefoot Disciple, by Stephen 

Cherry – suggests giving up grumbling - described as “a negative, demoralising activity lacking 

in passion, maturity and wisdom” - in favour of penitence (acknowledging responsibility) and 

protest (risky vulnerability).  Now there's a thought and something that could really 

transform our communities. 

Or perhaps you will try to live more frugally and give the money you save to a charity.  Or 

rather than giving up something, will you 'take up' something - a commitment to specific 

  FROM THE EDITOR  

  LETTER FROM THE MINISTER  



2 

 

action, to highlight or combat poverty or 

injustice perhaps? 

We are in the middle of some of the 

most reflective days of the Church year 

…  walking with Jesus once more 

through the days of Lent, trying to 

prepare our hearts as best we can, so 

that we face this most significant time 

with thoughtfulness and perhaps some 

glimpses of new understanding. 

We are living through troubling times.  

The foundations of our common life 

together on this planet seem to be 

threatened by a very different set of core 

values and beliefs to those we hold dear.  

But the message of Easter is one of hope, 

and goodness, and possibility, in spite of 

everything that tells us differently.  The 

world tells us that life is fragile and 

haphazard, and reminds us day by day 

that we are going to die.  The message of 

Easter Sunday is that God’s love for his 

world is faithful and transforming, and 

reminds us day by day that life and light 

will triumph. 

As someone much wiser than me said ‘We do not pretend that life is all beauty. We are aware 

of darkness and sin, of poverty and pain. But we believe that Jesus has conquered sin and passed 

through his own pain to the glory of the Resurrection. 

“We are an Easter People and Alleluia is our song!” 

Peace and joy for the journey. 

Deborah 

Rev Deborah Kirk, Minister, deborah.m.kirk@gmail.com 01823 334854 

MIDDLEZOY AND OTHERY SCHOOLS 
As we write, we are half-way through this academic year. 

Since half term, we have had pancake races on the playground on Shrove Tuesday, with the 

children competing for their house teams and on Thursday, 6 March, we celebrated World 

Book Day with the children coming into school wearing their favourite character 

costumes. 

Unicorn Class are preparing for their Mother's Day Assembly and we are also busy 

rehearsing songs for our Easter Assembly on Thursday 3 April. We will be holding this in St 

Michael's Church at 10.30am and would love to see some local parishioners at the service. 

Along with our PTA, we are in the process of organising a celebration to mark the 80th 

Anniversary of VE Day on Thursday 8 May. This will take place at Othery Village Hall during 

  GENERAL ITEMS  
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the afternoon. 

We will provide more details on this in due course, so please look out for information on  

our next Newsletter, school website or Facebook page. We are hoping to make this a 

community celebration with tea and cakes available. 

Heidi Braithwaite  Office Assistant – Middlezoy and Othery Schools 

Phone: 01823 698464  Email: office@othmid.ppat365.org 
 

SKY AT NIGHT 
April 2025 

Sunrise Sunset 

Beginning of April 6.45am-7.45pm    End of April 5.44am-8.32pm 

Moon Phases  

First Quarter 5th / Full Moon 12th / Last Quarter 21st / New Moon 27th 

Planets 

Jupiter and Mars are both visible as darkness falls until after midnight. Jupiter is located 

between the horns of the stars in the Constellation of Taurus the Bull and Mars below the 

bright stars Castor and Pollux in Gemini the Twins. Venus which has been so bright in the 

evening sky has now passed between the Earth and the Sun and reappears as a morning 

star around 5am and is at its brightest on the 22nd. 

Constellation 

Now is the time to observe the large asterism of stars which form the shape of Leo the 

Lion. Looking high south late evening locate 

the stars forming a backwards question mark 

shape which form the lion’s head and mane at 

the bottom of which you will find the 

constellation’s brightest star Regulus. In 

ancient times this star was known as Qalb al-

Asad (heart of the lion) by Arab stargazers and 

Cor Leonis (lion’s heart) in Latin. Look for the 

Moon close by on the 7th.  

Phenomena 

The Lyrid meteor shower occurs on the night 

and morning of the 22nd/23rd; with no Moon 

to interfere you should see some bright 

shooting stars which is debris from the tail of comet Thatcher.  
 

SOMERSET LEVELS STARGAZERS 
At our March meeting our club member John Chuter, who is a member of the British 

Astronomical Association, will be bringing us up to date with the B.A.A. archives. 

We also have a night sky guide for the month ahead and astronomy news. 

Admission is £3 with membership available.   

The meeting will be held on Wednesday 30 April in Othery Village Hall, Fore Street, Othery, 

TA7 0QU.  

For more details or to be added to our mailing list please contact 

somersetlevelsstargazers@hotmail.com  

Follow us on Facebook 

Paul Adamson 01823698156 
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WESTERN FRONT ASSOCIATION 
The next meeting of the Somerset branch of 

the Association will take place on Wednesday 

9 April at 7.30pm in Othery Village Hall, Fore 

Street, Othery, TA7 0QU. 

Our speaker is historian Richard Lloyd and 

his subject is Escapers All. 

We have all no doubt heard of the Great 

Escape and possibly the Wooden Horse both 

from WW2 but have you heard of any tales of 

escape from German prison of war camps in 

the Great War? If you haven't, then here is 

the talk to rectify that knowledge.  

Everyone is welcome to attend meetings and 

for your £5 donation you not only get to 

expand your knowledge through an excellent 

talk but a mug of tea or coffee and a raffle 

ticket. 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

Pat Adamson  Secretary, Somerset branch, WFA  

01823 698156 
   

FARM DIARY  
This is written for nonfarmers who live 

surrounded by farmland. 

In the Field. On sandy soil, spring crops were sown and have emerged some time ago. On 

clayey soils, ideally one works the land and then waits for the weather to wet the lumps and 

the following drier weather to dry them and crack them into a seed bed. Sowing can then 

follow. The trouble with our weather is that it is either wet or dry at the moment whereas 

we require a mixture. Spring barley that we have been forced into by autumn sown failures 

is still waiting to be drilled at the time of writing. Lambs are now out in the fields after 

lambing early in the sheds. The later lambing in early April on our farm will be done outside. 

It is all go in the spring as all the cereal fields have received a dose of sulphate due to our 

air being so much cleaner than it used to be. The polluted air used to provide most crops 

with their need for sulphur but now we have to apply it. 

Nature notes. In the author’s The Daily Telegraph of Thursday 13th March an unsigned 

article with this title reported on work done by Prof Atsushi Ushimaru of Kobe University. 

His study showed that bees take more than 75 years to return to restored grassland. This 

author had thought you, the public, might prefer and/or be better off if all farmers were 

retired off and the land covered again with trees. Apparently, according to this study it might 

be worth hanging on to the farmers for a bit longer to maintain grassland for its 

biodiversity. This will in turn require meat production. In our part of central Somerset, it is 

always amazing to see bumble bees around in the depths of winter if the sun comes out. 

The study goes on to explain that grassland restoration should not just be left to nature but 

could require active human involvement by sowing seeds of plants used by native bees and 

butterflies.  Richard Graham 
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NEWS FROM OUR MPS 
Update from Ashley Fox, MP for Middlezoy and Othery 

As your Member of Parliament, I’m committed to addressing the issues that matter most to 

our community. One of the key concerns I hear about frequently is antisocial behaviour. 

Special constables play a vital role in keeping our communities safe, yet their numbers have 

declined significantly in recent years. To help address this, I’ve been pushing for changes to 

employment law to ensure special constables receive the same protections as other public 

servants. 

Last year, I presented my Employment Rights (Special Constables) Bill in Parliament to 

amend Section 50 of the Employment Rights Act 1996. This would allow special constables 

to take reasonable unpaid leave for their policing duties, just as magistrates and councillors 

can. Although my Bill was not debated at the time, I have continued to raise this issue. In a 

recent debate I asked the Home Secretary to consider this change, and she acknowledged 

the importance of special constables and the need to support their recruitment and 

retention. I will keep pressing for this practical step to help strengthen policing in our 

communities. 

Locally, I have been meeting with parish councils across the constituency to hear about the 

issues that matter most to residents. I recently attended a Middlezoy Parish Council 

meeting, where I spoke to parishioners about my work as your MP and listened to 

concerns specific to the village. I am always keen to hear from residents, so if you need my 

help or wish to raise an issue, please contact my office at ashley.fox.mp@parliament.uk 

I also want to take a moment to congratulate Middlezoy Church on being awarded the UK 

A Rocha Silver Award for ECO Church. This recognition is a testament to the hard work of 

Jean and her team of volunteers in promoting environmental sustainability. Well done to all 

involved! 

www.ashleyfox.org.uk  Facebook: Ashley7Fox 

Update from Tessa Munt, MP for Moorlinch, Stawell, Sutton Mallet and Greinton 

In February, I continued my call for an exemption to the proposed National 

Insurance Contributions increase on NHS healthcare providers. I attended a 

Carers’ rally outside Parliament, standing alongside thousands of carers in 

opposition to this disastrous idea. I’ll continue to follow this closely and press the 

Government to ensure NHS providers don’t face this damaging increase. 

Here in Somerset, I was delighted to visit Yeo Valley’s HQ with my colleague Alistair 

Carmichael MP, Chair of the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Select Committee. We 

were joined by many from the local farming community who heard an update from Alistair 

and asked many questions about farming, food, flooding and other rural matters.  

Every Tuesday is my Justice Select Committee day. One of our Inquiries is looking into drugs 

in prisons, which often involves organised criminal gangs distributing and trafficking drugs 

and worse using drones and mobile phones to enable their activities. I’ll report back when 

our Committee reports its conclusions.  

Thank you for all your letters, messages, questions and for raising campaigning issues. We 

live in incredibly challenging times and in just 24 hours, it can feel as though everything has 

changed completely. The impact of world events can touch us deeply, and may make us feel 

insecure and unhappy. If you have any thoughts on what I’ve mentioned this month, or 

which concern you, or you’d like any information, please don’t hesitate to contact me and 

let me know. 
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I’ll be holding my regular ‘surgery’ on Friday 4 April from 5.30 - 6.30pm in Ashcott ‘Village 

Pub’ at the Hall. I’ll also be at The Ring O’ Bells in Moorlinch from 6.00 to 7.00pm on 

Friday 11 April. No appointment is necessary - it’s first come, first served. If you can’t come 

to meet me, I’ll come to see you. You can get hold of me in several ways: 

01934 440639 (answerphone out of office hours) tessa.munt.mp@parliament.uk 

Text: 07714 599669  Post: Tessa Munt, Freepost (you won’t need a stamp) 

PARISH MEETING 
A grant from Somerset Rivers Authority has enabled us to buy some emergency flood 

equipment to help all village residents in the event of future floods. These include high viz 

clothing, waterproof safety boots, rechargeable head torches, wind up radios, first aid kit, 

foil blankets, bottled water and other items for use when supporting villagers and stranded 

motorists. These items will be stored in the shed in the churchyard.  

Steve Butt, Toby and Georgie Crispin have all trained as flood wardens and are here to 

support you if there is any flood or storm related incident which necessitates additional 

help, but of course if anything more serious occurs which requires emergency services, 999 

is still your first point of contact. 

As Flood Wardens we hold a list of some village residents who would like us to check in 

with them in the event of bad weather or if a storm is forecast. This information is held 

separately, is not shared with any other agency and simply allows us to make sure that all 

Greinton residents are safe and provided for in the event of a flood. If you would like to be 

added to this list, please email Georgie Crispin on greintonparishsecretary@gmail.com. 

We are also making slow but steady progress in alleviating some of the causes of flooding 

in the village. Drainage beside the track that leads down to the phone box has been 

improved and the drain on the south side of the village that runs down to Kings 

Sedgemoor Drain has also been cleared. 
 

CHURCH 
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will take place in the Village Hall on Monday 19 May, 

starting at 7pm. All are welcome to attend but only those on the Church Electoral Roll 

(which will have completed its 6-yearly update) are eligible to vote. The primary purpose of 

this meeting will be to give all parishioners the opportunity to learn what has been going 

on in the church over the past year and to have some say in determining its future. 
 

VILLAGE HALL 
A very successful Quiz Night was held at the beginning of March – many thanks to Candice 

and Claire for setting the quiz and to everyone else who made it such an enjoyable 

evening. Our pub nights continue on the first Friday of every month. All are welcome – 

please bring your own drinks and snacks to share. 

Toby Crispin, 

greintonvillage@gmail.com 

GREINTON VILLAGE NEWS 

Wishing you a joyous 
Easter 
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APOLOGY 
I would like to apologise to the Hutchings family for the ‘episode’ I had at Ann’s funeral and 

to thank everyone for their help at the time and their enquiries afterwards. 

Thank you again. 

Christine Pring 
 

MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE HALL 
Middlezoy Community Project 

Next event is going to be a casino evening, Casino Zoyal, tickets will be £10 ahead 

redeemed on the night for casino money. This will be held on Saturday 12 April, doors 

opening at 7pm and the casino will start at 7:30pm. There will be Roulette, Blackjack and 

Poker. Cocktails and light bites will be available, smart dress welcome (James Bond theme). 

Tickets will be available at the post office and on the village hall website payment through 

Pay Pal. 

Our event on Saturday 8 March, where we had Crystal Bliss playing along with a local 

musician to raise money for the village defibrillators, was a great success; all the ticket 

money went towards replacing the village defibrillators, we raised several £100  which was 

great news. 

Friday evenings are still a big success Fish and Chips being the best attended we also have 

other food wagons attending -details are posted on the Middlezoy Facebook page.  

We are still looking for more volunteers to help run and organise events for the future. If 

you would like to come along to one of our meetings, we hold them on the first Monday of 

every month starting at 7pm, we usually aim to finish no later than 9pm. 

If you can help, please contact me on 0776 0887 907. 

Paul Baker MCP Chair 
 

STICKY CHURCH 
Family Filled Fun - Easter 

‘Sticky Church’ is happening again in April. This will be an interactive exciting afternoon 

for children and young people.  The session will consist of fun activities based around ‘Easter 

and Spring time’. 

When: Thursday 10 April 2025 

Time:  2.30 – 4.30pm 

Theme: Spring Time/Easter 

Who:  Children of all ages welcome  

Where: Middlezoy Chapel, Church Road 

If you require more information please contact Sarah sarah@blaketraining.co.uk  or visit us 

on Facebook  

Sticky Church Team 
 

MIDDLEZOY METHODIST CHURCH  
The Peekaboo Gang 

The Group continues to meet and welcome new families. We have welcomed Jean as an 

experienced lady who is offering her help to us when she can, and we are thankful to 

Natalie for coming along to help as well.  

This is a place of fun and friendship on a Friday morning, 9.30-12.30, come any time, and stay 

  MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE NEWS  
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for as long as you want. 

Soup and Sweet at the Chapel: 

Thank you to all who plan and prepare the lunches and support in any way.  

The lunch in March raised an impressive £314 – we served around 40 people, and thank 

you so much to friends in the village and Circuit who provide soup or delicious desserts 

and come along to help. Our next lunch will be on Tuesday 8 April, 1pm. £7 for tasty soup, 

bread and cheese, and dessert. Look forward to seeing you! 

Easter Family Fun Afternoon: 

For details see Sticky Church article on previous page 

April services  

See list on back page chart. 

Good Friday Reflection will be led by Ildiko Haraszti.   

Sunday 27th - 6.30pm service will be led by Rev Deborah Kirk 

Booking the Methodist Church for your events: 

Don't forget that the Chapel space and Back Room are available to hire - phone Jill Darby 

on 01823 698000. 

Revd Deborah Kirk, Minister, deborah.m.kirk@gmail.com 01823 334854 

Ildiko Haraszti Minister-in-Training, ildikotutor@gmail.com 
 

WEEKLY MONDAY COFFEE MORNINGS 
Please come along and meet friends old and new on a Monday in the chapel from 10am - 

12noon. £1 for tea/coffee/hot chocolate and a free refill. Biscuits are also available free of 

charge. We have a weekly raffle with shop vouchers as prizes and usually chocolates too. 
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 There are also books and puzzles for you to peruse in the back room. 

Easter will be upon us before we know it. In the run up to Easter we will be giving local 

crafters/artists the opportunity to come along on a Monday with a stall to display and sell 

their items.  

If there are local people interested in having a stall do let me know. We do have slots 

available.  Jill Darby (Co-ordinator) 
 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH 
Churchyard Gift Day 

The Churchyard with its panoramic views provides a place of relaxation and peace. 

On Saturday 5 April the PCC have arranged for a Churchyard Gift Day. The PCC are 

responsible for ensuring the churchyards are maintained in a respectful manner. They 

ensure the grass is cut monthly from March to October and for the maintenance of the 

trees, the boundary walls and the gates. 

As part of the joint Diocese/Somerset Wildlife Trust initiative to enhance biodiversity in 

churchyards, sections of churchyards have been allowed to go ‘wild’ and snowdrops, 

primroses and daffodils been planted along with many hedge saplings. Walking through the 

churchyard this Spring, the efforts of the last few years are for all to see. 

Your contributions on 5 April at church between 9.30am and 1pm or direct to the PCC 

treasurer, Gill Wilkinson, would be greatly appreciated. 

Also on 5 April we will have a working party  giving the churchyards a good ‘Spring Clean’.  

Please bring your secateurs and loppers and join us from 9.30am.  I hear that bacon and 

sausage butties will be the reward. 

Bell Restoration Project 

The bell restoration project of refurbishing the six bells and replacing the support 

structure has been given the support of the Diocesan Advisors Board (DAC). The faculty 

(planning permission) certificate is due this month. 

The estimated cost is now over £90,000 including VAT. Thank you to who have either 

arranged events or made donations. This helps tremendously when we are applying for 

grants. Grant applications to the Heritage Lottery Fund and the Bath and Wells Bell 

Ringers Association are being prepared. Other applications will follow. We hope to have 

the funding secured by late Autumn and then be able to place a contract with the 

preferred bellhanger contractor. These contractors all have long lead in periods and work 

is unlikely to commence until Spring 2026 with completion in Autumn 2026. 

Annual Parochial Church Council Meetings 

The Annual Vestry and Parochial Church Council meetings will be held in the church on 

Thursday 3 April commencing at 7.30pm. 

In addition to the review of the past year and the election of Churchwardens and PCC 

members there will be an update on the change in benefice boundaries and the 

appointment of a new vicar. 

It is also an opportunity to hear the village’s views on the funding required to maintain the 

building. The PCC are finding it increasingly difficult to sustain providing the funding to 

cover the costs required to maintain our Grade 1 Listed Building. Alternative/additional 

ways of ensuring the funds are required. We would love to hear your views so please 

come along on the 3rd.  

Middlezoy Churchwarden and PCC 
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Jumble Sale 

Holy Cross are holding a Jumble Sale at the church on Saturday 26 April 10am to noon. 

The jumble will remain in the church until May 5 so if you can’t make the 26th come 

along at your leisure to browse. 

To donate either leave items in the wall slot or contact sarah@blaketraining.co.uk 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
Open 

The church is currently only open from 9am to 3.30pm, Mondays to Fridays during 

school term days and for services.  Genuine visitors can phone 07714 672316 to 

arrange for access at other times. 
 

New Electoral Roll for 2025-

2031 

The church’s new Electoral Roll has 

been prepared and will be on 

display on the notice board in the 

church porch and will come into 

effect from Tuesday 8 April. 

Vestry and Annual Parochial 

Church Council Meetings 

Both of these meetings will be held 

in the Church Room on Tuesday 29 

April commencing at 7.30pm. The 

people on the new Electoral Roll 

will be able to vote on any items at 

this meeting. 

In addition to the review of the 

past year and the election of 

Churchwardens and PCC members 

there will be an update on the 

future of the benefice etc. 

Anita Winslade, Benefice Administrator 

07714 672316 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
PHOENIX HEATING  

PLUMBING & RENEWABLES LTD 
 

For all your Gas, Oil, Plumbing 
 and Renewable Heating Needs 

 

• ANNUAL SERVICING 

• REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS 

• PLUMBING 

• CALL OUT SERVICE 

• NEW INSTALLATIONS 

• LANDLORD GAS & EICR CERTIFICATES 

• OFTEC & GAS SAFE REGISTERED 

• SOLAR PV INSTALLS 

• ASHP INSTALLS 

• GENERAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
 

Freephone: 0800 999 1412 
Telephone: 01823 765143 

Mobile: 07391 049398 
Email: info@phr.ltd 

  OTHERY VILLAGE NEWS  

mailto:info@phr.ltd
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OTHERY STREET FAYRE 
The  thirty-third annual daytime Street Fayre and the Evening entertainments and Pig 

Roast are on Saturday 21 June. Events all day and evening from 11am to closure at 11pm. 

Street stall forms for sites in North Lane and the Old Vicarage Garden are available from 

Anita Winslade, contact details below. 

We are also preparing this year’s Street Fayre Programme booklet, 1040 copies of which 

are delivered free to all homes and properties in Othery, in local and neighbouring areas 

shops etc. If you would like to advertise in the programme contact Anita Winslade as soon 

as possible for details of sizes and prices. 

Anita Winslade, Secretary, Street Fayre Committee, 07714 672316 anitawinslade@gmail.com 
 

OTHERY VILLAGE HALL 
We hope you have enjoyed the caterers we have had visit the hall so far this year, it has 

been lovely to see different faces at our Friday night social. We continue to secure different 

caterers along with our regular favourites. Details have been shared but if you haven’t seen 

them then we have visiting us as follows 

Enricos Pizza – 11 April 

Jesters – 4 April 

Green Lemon Mexican – 18 April 

Pitaria – 2 May 

Save these dates! 

Keep an eye out for the posters around the village and in our noticeboard for full details 

but please save the following dates. 

PTA Bingo – 4 April. Doors open 7pm eyes down 7.30pm Children welcome 

Quiz – 25 April. Doors open 7pm for 7.30pm start, max 6 per team 

Regular events 

Happy hour (and a half) at the Village Hall bar on the first Friday of the month. All drinks 

and snacks 50% off from 7pm to 8.30pm. 

Local groups including Pilates, the Western Front Association, Short Mat Bowls, Little 

Pickles and Somerset Levels Stargazers as advertised on the village hall website. 

We are always looking to expand our group of volunteers to either help set up, run or tidy 

up after our events or help run the bar on a Friday night. If you do have some time to 

spare and would like to get involved, then please speak to a member of the committee or 

contact us on the details below. 

Rachael Selway, Secretary, Othery Village Hall Management Committee 

Email: otheryvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk 

Tel: 07456 653252  Website: www.otheryvillagehall.org.uk 
 

OTHERY BOOK READING GROUP 
The Ginger Tree by Oswald Wynd. 

This is a story of a young girl from Scotland who, at just 20 years of age, in 1903 sails to 

the Far East in order to marry a British military attaché in Peking. Mary , the main 

character, finding herself in a loveless marriage and with very little to do becomes bored 

with her life. She soon upsets and shocks the British community by having an affair with a 

Japanese soldier.  

The story  is told in diary form and a series of letters to her mother and friends. 

Many of the group did not like the diary format particularly describing the journey and 
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 needed to pay attention to the dates as there were many gaps in her account. Some 

readers found that this made the story a little disjointed. However, most said that it was 

fine once Mary had arrived. The group felt that the author had done a good job of 

describing life in Japan and its culture at this time. He was very able in putting himself in the 

shoes of a woman. The restrictions and snobbery of society was highlighted. The boat 

journey introduced small acts of rebellion and humour by Mary and portrayed the sense of 

excitement of travel. 

The story also portrayed Scottish etiquette compared to that in Japan and the acceptance 

of their life by Mary and women in general. 

Almost all members said that they had enjoyed the book and were happy that they had 

read it. 

It is interesting to note that the author was born in Tokyo to parents who had left Perth, 

Scotland in 1890 to run a Baptist mission in Japan. He attended the American school in 

Tokyo and grew up speaking both English and Japanese. He returned to Scotland in 1932 

and studied at Edinburgh University. He has also written highly successful thrillers under 

the name of Gavin Black. 

Lynette Golledge  

Information is available on the website www.stawellvillage.info 

STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET PARISH COUNCIL 
Contact details for the Clerk to the Parish Council are:  

Mr Chris Fry, 101 Bradney Lane, Bawdrip, Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 8PQ.  

Email address: cnfry@talktalk.net Mobile: 07796 794037 
 

SUTTON MALLET CHURCH 
Flowers herald the arrival of Spring at Sutton Mallet Church 

Villagers gathered in our conserved church on Christmas Eve for a candlelit carol service. A 

feature that uplifted us all in the middle of winter was the floral decoration - including an 

impressive pedestal arrangement at the altar created by Rosie Lishman. 

Visitors have remarked on the ever present flowers in the church - 

continually refreshed by village volunteers. After a major effort to clear 

the churchyard during last year, the grass has been resting since 

November and a notable feature at the moment is the sudden growth of 

wild alliums. Mowing will start again soon, and we will be careful to leave 

undisturbed the patch of cowslips and pyramid orchids, just inside the 

church steps. 

The Church, Sutton Mallet is conserved - still consecrated but not in 

regular use and with responsibility vested with the Churches 

Conservation Trust (CCT). Villagers help to look after the church, 

including cleaning and clearing around it - and since taking responsibility, 

the CCT has invested in restoration, redecoration and regular 

maintenance and inspection of the building. 

There are several other CCT churches nearby including ‘The Church in 

the Field’ - Low Ham Church, The ‘Leaning Tower of the Levels’ - Holy 

 STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET VILLAGE NEWS 
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Saviour’s Church, Puxton and ‘Somerset’s Sleeping Beauty’ – St .James 

Cameley. A visit to any of these makes a great day out - and on 9 April 

(2pm - 4pm) there will be a talk at St James Cameley about the 

splendid medieval wall paintings there, which urgently need funds for 

restoration. More information about visiting and events is available 

from www.visitchurches.org.uk 

Mortimer Rhind-Tutt 

(CCT Volunteer) mortimer.rt@gmail.com 

 
STAWELL AND SUTTON MALLET VILLAGE HALL 
Groups at Stawell Village Hall 

Details of groups at Stawell Village Hall and events that will be 

taking place during April.  

Monday Keep Fit with Liza 7pm - 8pm 

Tuesday Yoga with Clare 7pm - 8pm 

Wednesday Dog training with Sophie 5pm - 7pm 

Wednesday Short Mat Bowls 7pm - 9pm 

Thursday Zumba  with Carole-Anne 9.30am 10.30am 

Thursday Art Group 7pm - 9pm 

Events at Stawell Village Hall 

Saturday 12th Hub Cafe 10.30am - 1pm 

Saturday 12th Film night showing 'Paddington in Peru'  7pm for 7.30pm  

Saturday 26th Hub Pub with Phat 'n' Tall Burgers in attendance from 7pm - 11pm  

Monday 28th Whist afternoon 2pm - 4pm  

It has been decided that this year's open gardens in Stawell has been postponed until next 

year due to insufficient participants. We would like to thank those that did show an 

interest in this year's event. 

Maxine Hughes, Chairperson 
 

ST. FRANCIS CHURCH 
Lent Lunches 

Lent is rather a solemn time in the church calendar, 

however, joy and laughter abounded at the Lent 

Lunch held at Stawell Village Hall on Saturday 15 

March. From the cheery daffodils on the tables to a 

number of soups supplied with crusty bread and 

cheese, and of course friendly banter, catching up 

with village news. £215 was raised which will help 

towards the repair of the church roof, plus a 

donation to The Strawberry Club in Street. 

The Strawberry Club is run by a group of volunteers 

who, each Monday, are hosts to people with special 

needs in the Street/ Glastonbury area who come 

along to  enjoy all the activities and fun provided. It is 

very well attended and appreciated. 

Many thanks to all who made soup and helped in 
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whatever way, plus all who supported the event. 

Coming Events 

Just a reminder that Easter bingo is on Saturday 5 April, at Stawell Village Hall. As usual, we 

are grateful for donations as prizes, especially Easter themed ones. Doors open at 7pm, 

eyes down at 7-30pm. Seasonal refreshments will be available. Do come along for an 

evening of fun. 

On 17 May we are holding a Quiz Night at Stawell Village Hall. Doors open at 7pm with a 

7-30pm start. Teams of four, £3 per person. Bring Your Own Drinks but refreshments will 

be available during the half way break. 

Ruth Peberdy, Chair, Stawell Church Committee 
 

VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING 
Saturday 26 April  

The monthly Coffee Morning is to be held at Phil and Janet Dodwell's, Orchard Lee, from 

10am ‘til 12 noon. All welcome. 

EASTER SUNDAY CELEBRATION 
On 20 April, the United Benefice Easter Sunday service will be held at 

St Mary’s Moorlinch beginning at 10.00am.  

Canon Andrew Neaum will be officiating. 

Following the service there will be egg rolling in the churchyard and 

refreshments in the Church Hall. 
 

PROCESSES WHILE WE ARE IN VACANCY 
The Churchwardens are the people to contact for arranging baptisms, 

weddings and funerals during the vacancy of the post of Priest-in-Charge for the United 

Benefice of MOMSS&G.  

Details of normal regular services are being arranged with the Area Dean and will be 

published as usual in this magazine and on posters. 

UB Churchwardens 
 

CHURCHES AND CHAPELS 
Open Daily 

The United Benefice churches in Middlezoy and Stawell are open daily for private prayer; 

see their notice boards for their opening times. Othery church is currently only open from 

9am to 3.30pm, Mondays to Fridays during school term days and services. Genuine visitors 

can phone 07714 672316 to arrange for access at other times. 
 

BENEFICE/MIDDLEZOY PRAYER GROUP 
Please do not think you have to be a member of the local churches as we are very willing 

to pray for anyone who asks. The prayer group feel it is needed so please do not hesitate 

to get in touch by emailing middlezoyprayers@gmail.com then the group are informed of 

the request and the prayers are included in those individuals’ prayer time.  

Every prayer request is treated with confidentiality and respect. 

Please do not hesitate to get in touch as we are here to listen and help. 

The Prayer Group 

  BENEFICE, DEANERY AND DIOCESAN ITEMS  
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LENT COURSE 
The Lent Course will continue with session 

4 on Tuesday 1 April, at Ian Wells home, 

Stable Cottage, Moor Road, Moorlinch TA7 

9BU. This is between the Old Bakehouse 

and Polden houses. Please park opposite 

the Old Bakehouse on Moor Road and not 

in the Courtyard as there will be other 

comings and goings that night. 

This year’s theme is Rowan Williams’ 

reflections on ‘Being Disciples – the essentials 

of the Christian life’ 

All sessions start at 7pm prompt but coffee 

etc. will be available before that and finish at 

8.30pm. The final session will be on Tuesday 

8 April, in the Othery Church Room. 

Richard Graham 
 

‘GOD IS GOOD … ALL THE 
TIME!’ 

When I was a priest in 

Nottingham, I remember 

thinking that as a parish we 

seemed to reflect more of 

the story of the crucifixion of Christ rather than His resurrection. Ours was a 

parish which had many personal stories of loss and suffering, of challenge and 

trial, and sometimes this made it difficult to lift our faces to the horizon to see the triumph 

and glory beyond the grave. 

As we approach Easter, I want to encourage us to take time to ‘walk the way of the cross’, to 

notice God’s grace as we do so, even in the painful moments as well as keeping our eyes fixed 

on the coming glory. 

As I write this, I am catching glimpses of the kingfisher on its perch 

outside my study window. Always a delight! It sits on the branch across 

the moat in stillness, watching for the sign of a fish before it suddenly 

dives and then crests the water with its prize. A splash of colour rarely 

seen by many. It fills me with hope and joy, two gifts which I think 

Easter inspires.   

Walking through Lent we are continually called to become conscious of our mortality and 

are reminded of the price Jesus paid on our behalf. Giving himself in death that we might have 

life. And we have that life because his death was not the end but the beginning of a new 

chapter, of life in all its fulness. 

So, whatever the circumstances of your life this Easter, allow yourself to fully recognise and 

experience the challenges but never lose the prospect of the glory to come! ‘God is good… 

all the time!’  

+Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton 

 

 

We offer the following Services,  
all in the comfort of your own home. 

 

 *Bespoke hand sewn curtains 

 *Lampshades    *All types of blinds 

 *Cushions - including outdoor 

 *Wallpaper   *Fabric, poles and tracks 

 *Small upholstery jobs 
 

Phone: 07444 297 912 

 

 

Swallowcliffe Interiors Ltd 
          Bespoke     Soft Furnishings 
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THE WI - MORE THAN JAM AND JERUSALEM 
Think fun and frolics, trips and treats and Christmas parties 

There are talks, activities and events for every woman, single or wed. You can have a bit of 

fun, make friends, try a new hobby or just explore a new venue. Whichever WI you attend 

you can be sure of a warm welcome.  

WIs near us 

Local times can vary so it is best to contact to Somerset Federation before attending for 

the first time 01278 287034. 

Westonzoyland WI 

Come to our April meeting on Wednesday 9 April and listen to A Short History of Gin’ Yes. 

The WI will be enthusiastically considering Mother’s Ruin, the perfect Martini and the new 

craft gins of today. 

Should you fancy a night out with the girls, come and see us. We welcome you. 

For any further information please email: zoywisec@gmail.com or call Gill Wilkinson on 

01823 698429  

Gill Wilkinson Secretary 
 

MUSIC ON THE LEVELS  
The Fitzwarren Trio will perform on Sunday 

27 April in St Mary’s Church, Main Road, 

Westonzoyland, TA7 0EP. Starting at 3pm 

with refreshments served from 2.15pm. 

The Fitzwarren Trio is part of the Fitzwarren 

Collective, a Community Interest Company, 

directed by Jeannette Owen and consists of 

Amanda Ayling playing flute and piccolo,  

Alice Thomas on clarinet and bass clarinet, 

and Jeannette with flute and alto flute. 

“Our music is classical in style and very 

accessible, even though it’s new”, comments 

Jeannette, “and we’ll also play some familiar 

works too. In this concert, you will hear 

some popular classics by composers such as 

Vivaldi, Schubert and Sullivan (of Gilbert and 

Sullivan), some folk tunes and pieces written 

by Alice Thomas and me. “ 

There is no need to book as seats are 

available on a first come, first served basis.  

In order to help with the artists’ and other 

costs a raffle is held. In addition, donations 

  BEYOND THE BENEFICE 

 

AJP Electrics 

Electrical Contractor 
 
 

 Minor works to full re-wires 
 Landlord services 
 Certification 
 Led lighting and 
 Many more services 

 
For all your electrical needs, please  
contact Andrew on 07967 300072 

or  
apolelectrics@aol.com 

Ashcott and Pedwell 7.30pm 3rd Thurs Ashcott Village Hall, TA7 9PZ. 

Shapwick Starlets 7.30pm 2nd Tues Village Hall, Station Road, TA7 9NJ 

Westonzoyland 7.30pm 2nd Weds Village Hall Cheer Lane TA7 0EZ 
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are encouraged. It costs over £400 to put on a concert. 

There is limited parking on the road by the church but there is additional parking at 

Somerset Young Farmers on School Road TA7 0LN,  Visitors are asked not to park in 

Church Lane as this prevents resident access.  

Frank Challenger  01278 699071   

email: f.challenger@icloud.com 
 

MIDDLEZOY ROVERS FOOTBALL CLUB 
Your local community football club offers football to Under 5s running all the way to a 

veterans team. This incorporates 19 football teams and includes lots of 

players who live in the surrounding villages. Locally we use the main club 

house, and we are lucky enough to be able to use the Westonzoyland 

Community Centre and Middlezoy Cricket Club to be able to facilitate 

many of those matches on a weekend, along with some overflow car 

parking assistance. 

We are more than a football club, we like to think we are part of the 

community. Our facilities are open to the general public and are available for hire. We can 

offer the local village community a flat booking fee of £50 for an event if the bar is used. 

The football club is run by volunteers and we are always on the look-out for anyone who 

might wish to get involved in any capacity they feel comfortable, be that in the bar, on the 

gate or running a football team, there are lots of opportunities. 

For enquiries or more information please email middlezoyroversfc@gmail.com or call 07881 

504050 or see www.middlezoyrovers.co.uk 

Craig Berry, Secretary. 

 

RECYCLING CENTRES 
From Tuesday 1 April Recycling Centres across Somerset are set to change their operating 

times as part of a shake-up. 

The changes, from behind the scenes improvements to a small overall reduction in site 

M. Franks & Sons 
Independent Family Funeral Directors 

 
* Private Chapel of Rest * 

* 24 Hour Personal & Caring Service * 
* Home Visiting Service * 

Bath Road, Ashcott, 

Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 9QT 
Telephone: 01458 210627 or 01458 860157 

Email: mfranksandsons@gmail.com 

Website: www.mfranksandsons.co.uk 
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hours, form part of a contract extension deal that will save a total of more than £14 

million.  

Somerset Waste Partnership managing director, Mickey Green, has said these changes 

"reflect what customers have told us they want" with improvements to opening days 

and later closing hours. 

All 16 recycling sites will open until 4pm on both Saturdays and Sundays and close at 

6pm on open Summer weekdays and 5pm on open Winter weekdays from Monday, 

April 1. 

Reflecting site users' demands and keeping all 16 sites open, each site's hours will meet 

existing and future demand and help limit congestion. 

The changes agreed by the Somerset Waste Board start on Monday, April 1 include: 

Year-round 9am-4pm weekend hours at all sites on Sundays as well as Saturdays 

Later Summer (6pm April -September) and Winter (5pm October - March) weekday 

closing, 

 

 

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
How I Accidentally Became an AI Guru (Without Meaning To) 

When I left the Army after 23 years of being told where to be, what to do, and when 

to have a brew, I thought my biggest challenge in civilian life would be learning how to 

function without a regimented schedule. Turns out, the real challenge was navigating 

office work — Microsoft 365, SharePoint, Power Automate — essentially, a whole 

digital battlefield I was entirely unprepared for. 

Enter ChatGPT. 

At first, I treated AI with deep suspicion. A faceless, ever-knowing oracle that could 

churn out answers faster than a sergeant major on parade? Surely not. But desperate 

times call for desperate measures. I was given an office job that required me to work 

magic with data, emails, and policies — none of which came with a field manual. So, I 

reluctantly asked ChatGPT a question, half-expecting it to reply with “user error.” 

What followed was nothing short of a technological epiphany. 

I started using ChatGPT to untangle the mysteries of Power Automate (a way of 

automating routine office tasks rather than doing them yourself repeatedly) — 

specifically, why my stakeholder engagement flow (every time someone has contact 

with an external stakeholder they can fill out a simple form that will automatically 

populate a spreadsheet so we can track all correspondence) kept failing spectacularly. 

After some back-and-forth (and a few choice words directed at my laptop), I cracked 

the code, deploying an advanced expression (computer code to make things happen) 

that finally made everything work. Victory! I felt like I’d just won a digital battle, albeit 

one fought in spreadsheets instead of sandpits. 

Beyond troubleshooting, AI became my go-to for crafting policy documents, 

streamlining reports, and even explaining SharePoint permissions without causing my 

brain to short-circuit. It was like having a silent, unflappable colleague who never judged 

me for asking the same question five times. 

Now, I’m officially that person — the one who ‘knows about AI’ in the office. People 
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FOODBANKS 
DONATION POINTS 

Middlezoy: Holy Cross Church, Village Coffee Mornings or Meadowbank, 11a Main 

Road. 

Othery: St Michael’s Church Porch. 

Moorlinch: Spring Cottage, Pit Hill Lane, Moorlinch or St Mary’s Church Porch 

Stawell: The Old Post Office, Stawell 

Cash Donation: By contacting the relevant Foodbank you can make either a single or a 

regular donation. If you are in a position to give via Gift Aid, the Foodbank will be able to 

claim back the tax you have paid on this. 

To obtain assistance from a Foodbank you need a referral from: Citizens Advice 

Bureau: Clarence House High St, Bridgwater, TA6 3BH 03444 889623 or your Village 

Agent, local GP surgery, schools, health visitors and social workers. Bridgwater 

Foodbank can be contacted by email info@bridgwater.foodbank.org.uk or phone 01278 

434636 or 07804 119273 (Open Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays). They will help put you in 

touch with one of the agencies that can help with a referral. 

Langport Cares email: langportcares/foodbank@gmail.com 

 

  USEFUL INFORMATION 

assume I have some kind of futuristic 

wisdom, but really, I just know how to 

ask ChatGPT nicely. Who knew my 

greatest post-military skill would be 

befriending a chatbot? 

Peter Garrett 
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DEFIBRILLATOR MACHINES 
From the scene of an incident, call 999, ask for Ambulance. 

Ascertain the condition of the patient. If a defibrillator is required give the following 

information about the nearest machine. 

      Call sign 

Greinton Phone box  TA7 9BW CHT-RT-1583 

Middlezoy Chapel   TA7 0NZ SC0253 

Middlezoy Village Hall  TA7 0PG  SC0254 (machine at car park end) 

Moorlinch Farm  TA7 9BU 

Othery Village Hall   TA7 0QU 

Stawell Village Hall   TA7 9AD  

Within 200m of a defibrillator they can give you the code to open the cabinet on post 

code alone, farther away the call sign is required. 

 

HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING & REFUSE COLLECTIONS 
The schedules for the MOMSS & G area are: 

MIDDLEZOY  

Recycling Boxes, every week:   Wednesdays  2, 9, 16, 23, 30 April, 7 May 

Black Wheeled Bins, every 3 weeks:  Wednesdays 16 April, 7 May 

Garden Waste Bins, every other week:  Mondays 7, 21 April, 5 May 

OTHERY 

Recycling Boxes, every week:   Fridays 4, 11, 18, 25 April, 2 May 

Black Wheeled Bins, every 3 weeks:  Friday 4, 25 April 

Garden Waste Bins, every other week:  Thursdays 3, 17 April, 1 May 

MOORLINCH, STAWELL, SUTTON MALLET & GREINTON 

Recycling Boxes, every week:   Wednesdays 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 April, 7 May 

Black Wheeled Bins, every 3 weeks:  Wednesdays 16 April, 7 May 

Garden Waste Bins, every other week:  Thursdays 10, 24 April, 8 May 

RECYCLING CENTRES 
Summer opening times (1 April - 30 September) 

All 16 Somerset recycling sites open at weekends 

9am to 4pm on Saturdays and Sundays. 

9am to 6pm weekdays.  

Full details of each site, location, opening times, materials they will accept etc. can be 

found at https://www.somerset.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-waste/find-your-nearest-recycling-

centre/ 
 

MOBILE LIBRARY 
Taunton Area, Route P 

The service continues every 4 weeks on Fridays: 

Next visit: 18 April 

Stawell Village Hall   10.10am - 10.40am 

Moorlinch Tapmoor Road Junction  10.55am - 11.15am 

Middlezoy Main Road Bus Stop  12.20pm - 1pm 

For further information about reading books online contact Libraries Direct on  

0300 123 2224 or visit www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries 
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MOMSS COMMUNITY INFORMATION 
Please advise momssgeditor@live.co.uk of amendments/additions 

 

ANGLICAN CHURCH INFORMATION 

Priest-in-charge: Vacancy 
Contact your village Churchwarden or contact person listed below 

United Benefice Readers 

Pauline Davies 01278 451280 and Richard Graham 01278 722284  
 

Parish Auxiliary Lay Minister 

Ruth Peberdy (Stawell) 
 

Churchwardens 

Middlezoy: Ian Campbell 01823 698790 

Othery: Anthony Betty  07801 233676 

Moorlinch: Fiona Hixon 07767 763628 

Stawell: Deputy Churchwarden Richard Graham 01278 722284  

Sutton Mallet contact: Brian Lishman 01278 722579 

Greinton contact: Jean Heywood 01458 210497  
 

METHODIST CHAPEL MIDDLEZOY 
Minister: Rev Deborah Kirk 01823 334854 

      Local Contact: Jill Darby  jilldrb@gmail.com  01823 698000  

Bookings: https://middlezoychapeluk.wordpress.com/bookings/ or Jill Darby (above) 
 

PARISH COUNCILS/MEETINGS 

Middlezoy—Chairman: Paul Baker 01823 698082  
Othery—Chairman: Andrew Tizzard 01823 690284 

Moorlinch—Meeting Clerk: Richard Hennah email: themoorlinchclerk@gmail.com 

Stawell and Sutton Mallet—Clerk: Mr Chris Fry 07796 794037  

Greinton—Enquiries: Toby Crispin 01458 210227 
 

VILLAGE AMENITIES 

Middlezoy:  The George Inn 01823 698215;  

Shop 01823 587222 open Mon, Tues 8.45am-1.00pm, 1.30pm-4.30pm, Wed 8.45am-11am  

Thurs, Fri 8.45am-1.00pm, 1.30pm-5pm, Sat 8.45am-12 noon;  

P.O. 01823 698981 open Mon, Tues 10.00am-1.00pm, 1.30pm-4.30pm, Wed closed,  

Thurs, Fri 10.00am-1.00pm, 1.30pm-5pm, Sat closed;  Village Hall 07885 195418  
 

Othery: School 01823 698464; Othery Village Hall 01823 690482 
 

Moorlinch: Ring O’Bells 01458 210358; Church Hall 01458 210755 
 

Stawell & Sutton Mallet: Village Hall 01278 723665 
 

Greinton: Village Hall 01458 210277 
 

POLICE: Emergencies only tel: 999 ;  Non emergencies tel: 101 
 

CRIMESTOPPERS: 8am-10pm Weekdays 0800 555111;  

NHS: Tel: 111 
 

DISTRICT PCSOs: Georgia Coles 07889 659466; Tom Russell 07935 013566  
 

VILLAGE AGENTS 

To contact a Village Agent ring 01823 331222 and they will find the most suitable person  

to deal with your query. Referrals can also be made via doctors’ surgeries. 

 

mailto:jilldrb@gmail.com
https://middlezoychapeluk.wordpress.com/bookings/
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SERVICES CHART FOR CHAPEL AND UB CHURCHES APRIL 2025 

 

The Common Worship (Year C) readings and lessons for the services: 

DATE TIME EVENT VENUE 

 April 6 Sun 
(Fifth of Lent) 

10.00 am United Benefice Communion 
service 

St Francis, Stawell 
  

13 Sun 
Palm SUNDAY 

10.00 am 
  

United Benefice Palm Sunday 

service 
Holy Cross, Middlezoy 

17 MAUNDY 

THURSDAY 
7.00 pm United Benefice Service of 

Reflection 
Holy Cross, Middlezoy 

18 GOOD 

FRIDAY 
10.30 am 

  
2.30 pm 

Walk of Witness with The Cross 
  
Service of Reflection and raising of 

The Cross 

from St Francis church  to 
Ball Hill, Stawell 

Methodists Chapel, Middlezoy 

20 Sun 
EASTER DAY 

10.00 am United Benefice Communion 
service 

St Mary's, Moorlinch 

27 Sun 
(Second Sunday of 

Easter) 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.00 am 
 6.30 pm 

Breakfast Café Church 
Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 
Circuit Communion Service 

The Church Room, Othery 
St Mary's, Moorlinch 
St Francis, Stawell 
Methodists Chapel, Middlezoy 

DATE SEASON READINGS 

April 6 Sun Fifth Sunday 

of Lent 
OT:        Isaiah, chapter 43, verses 16 to 21 
Psalm:     126 
Epistle:    Philippians, chapter 3, verses 4b to 14 
Gospel:   John, chapter 12, verses 1 to 8 

13 Sun Palm Sunday OT:        Isaiah, chapter 50, verses 4 to 9a 
Psalm:     31, verses 9 to 18 
Epistle:    Philippians, chapter 2, verses 5 to 11 

17 Sun Maundy 

Thursday 
OT:        Exodus, chapter 12, verses 1 to 14 
Psalm:     116, verses 1 and 10 to 17 (the end) 
Epistle:    1 Corinthians, chapter 11 verses 23 to 26 
Gospel:   John, chapter 13, verses 1 to 17 and 31b to 35 

18 Sun Good Friday OT:        Isaiah, ch 52, verse 13 to ch 53, verse 12 (the end) 
Psalm:     22 
Epistle:    Hebrews, chapter 10, verses 16 to 25 
Gospel:   John, ch 18, verse 1 to ch 19, verse 42 (the end) 

20 Sun Easter Day 
  

OT:        Isaiah, chapter 65, verses 17 to 25 (the end) 
Psalm:     118, verses 1 and 2 and 14 to 24 
Epistle:    Acts, chapter 10, verses 34 to 43 
Gospel:   John, chapter 20, verses 1 to 18 

27 Sun Second Sun-

day of Easter 
OT:        Exodus, ch 14, vs 10 to 31 and ch 15, vs 20 and 21 
Psalm:     150 
Epistle:    Acts, chapter 5, verses 27 to 32 
Gospel:   John, chapter 20, verses 19 to 31 (the end) 


