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MOMSS MAGAZINE 

This publication is hand delivered 
FREE to over 1,040 homes within the 

villages in the United Benefice:  
Middlezoy, Othery, Moorlinch, 

Stawell, Sutton Mallet & Greinton 

It can also be found at 

www.middlezoyvillagehall.org.uk 
 

MOMSS is issued 11 times a year (there is 
a joint December/January issue) and is 
designed as a Community Magazine.  
It is produced by volunteers, with the 
authority of the United Benefice 
Churchwardens, for the villagers‘ benefit. 
 

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 

Committee: Richard Graham, Anita 
Winslade, Jane Stryker, Isobel Davis and 
Gill Wilkinson. 
Editor this month: Gill Wilkinson 
Compiler this month: Isobel Davis  
 

NEWS ARTICLES 

We regret we cannot guarantee inclusion 
of articles or photographs and may need 
to edit copy due to space limitations. 
Submitting articles: Copy preferred in 
Microsoft Word format.  
Email to momssgeditor@live.co.uk  
300 word limit please.  
Submit handwritten copy via one of the 
members of the committee if you are 
unable to find someone to help you 
transfer it to email.  We cannot guarantee 
its accurate inclusion.   
Submitting photos or artwork: 
also momssgeditor@live.co.uk  
 

We gladly accept news and views from all 
groups or individuals, however, the 
Committee has overriding editorial 
control.  We cannot accept liability for 
loss or damage arising from any error, 
inaccuracies or omission from any copy or 
advertising.  The views expressed in the 
magazine are not necessarily those of the 
United Benefice, the Editorial teams or the 
publisher. 

MOMSS Publishing House Style 

Articles submitted to the magazine are put 

into MOMSS house style. This uses Gill 

Sans 10pt for general text with Gill Sans 

bold 10pt for sub-headings. Arial Black 10pt 

is used for main headings. Example of our 

date format is '25 December‘  – the st, rd, 

th are only used after dates with no month 

alongside. There is no need to insert year 

unless referring to year ahead. We use a 12 

hour time format eg '5.30pm'. Italics, bold 

or underlining will not be included. 

Advertising costs 

Quarter Page: (A7 size):   

Single edition £20;   Three editions £50;  

Six editions £95; Annual £175. 

Half Page (A6 size): 

Single edition £40;  Three editions £100;  

Six editions £190; Annual £350. 

For further pricing information and 
technical details phone  
Jane Stryker Tel:  01458 210661 
E-mail momssgadverts@live.co.uk 
 

Please note: Copy and payment for adverts 
must be received by 12th of the month  
(see date of deadlines on this page). 
Advertising space is limited. We cannot 
guarantee single adverts will be accepted 
for publication.   

MOMSS Account details 

Account name:    United Benefice MOMSS 

Sort Code 09.01.53 

Account Number 79133288 

Reference 'Magazine'. 

 

This magazine is edition  

number 2 of volume 18 

 

DON’T FORGET ! 
April edition deadlines: 

Adverts 12 March 
Articles 15 March 
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British Summer Time begins, put your clocks forward and rise 

an hour earlier. 

Have you a background in Marketing or Promotion? Or are you just good at 

Administration? Could you help with locating potential advertisers for our magazine? 

The past year has been challenging for all, whilst our annual advertisers have remained 

faithful, those that are seasonal have had no season. MOMSS is delivered free to every 

household within the 6 parishes, over 1,000 copies as well as being available online  

at www.middlezoyvillagehall.org.uk  

For MOMSS to remain viable it is essential that costs are covered. Potential advertisers 

will be out there once restrictions are eased. 

To learn what is involved contact Gill Wilkinson 01823 698429 wilkiberri@outlook.com  

or your local committee member:  Richard Graham, Anita Winslade, Jane Stryker, 

Isobel Davis. 
 

The ongoing lockdown affects everyone in different ways, some are frantically trying to 

home school their children - sometimes just keeping one step ahead in the lessons - whilst 

at the same time holding down a full time job working from home; others are furloughed or 

even jobless wondering what the future will bring; yet others are isolated in their own 

homes barely talking to another soul. No-one is unaffected and there is also worry, suffering 

and grief. 

However, the rollout of the vaccine gives us all hope of the gradual easing of restrictions and 

Spring is on the way. If you find you have some extra time you might like to consider 

volunteering to help with ‗Somerset Sight‘ ( page 12) or even to help with MOMSS either 

with advertising or with some aspect of production (see above). 

If with the lack of social activity you are one of those who find you are managing to save, 

perhaps you might think of contributing either to ‗Twin my Vaccine‘ (page 7) or to the 

Langport Foodbank (also page 7). 

In any event read the magazine, and enjoy the articles. 

We hope to produce a hard copy magazine for April, this means we will have to adhere 

strictly to the deadline 15 March. 
 

The letter overleaf is from our newly appointed Assistant Bishop, Nigel Stock. Bishop Nigel 

had a varied career before his retirement as Bishop of Lambeth. He served with the 

Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea in a suburb of Lae for five years before returning to 

the UK and being appointed as a spokesperson for the Archbishop of ACPNG, a 

commitment he fulfilled for many years during the growth of the newly independent 

Province.                                                                                              Gill Wilkinson (Editor) 

  FROM THE EDITOR 

  28 MARCH SPRING FORWARD 

  HELP REQUIRED 
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  FROM THE BISHOP 

PAY LOVING ATTENTION 

With the Lenten Season well under way, I wonder how it is going for 

you? I always anticipate Lent with a slight feeling of having to brace 

myself. Come on make an effort in something! If I am going to give 

something up don‘t just make it an exercise in self-improvement, how 

is it going to help others? If I am going to do something positive what 

will be its long-term effect? It is all too easy to ‗over think‘ the whole 

exercise. 

Once the season is underway I begin to appreciate it. But in the end it should be about 

paying attention to God. I am always struck by the end of the story of the temptations 

in the wilderness. Jesus refuses to be a cheap miracle worker to benefit himself, and 

refuses to follow the route to worldly power and status. He faced temptation by 

stripping away all the necessities of life and knew deep hunger. At the end of this 

exhausting wrestle with his vocation the Gospel tells us ―…suddenly angels came and 

waited on him.‖ (Matthew 4:10) 

Whatever Lenten discipline you are following, perhaps the #Live Lent course, or a local 

study group, a focussed effort to support others or a form of self-denial (or all of 

them!), may it bring a greater focus on God. There were those who ministered to Jesus 

in the Gospel stories. The angels in the wilderness, the woman who anointed him, 

Simon who carried his cross for example. We might not be able to do those things for 

him, but we can pay loving attention.  

When we emerge from the austerity and effort of Lent, which has had an even more  
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austere aspect in lockdown, we come to the bright hope of Easter. We know in the 

Risen Christ the same relief that Jesus knew from the Angels. As we offer our love to 

Him, His love for us is always returned. 

May the blessing of the Risen Christ be with you. 

The Right Reverend Nigel Stock, Assistant Bishop of Bath and Wells 

  BENEFICE, DEANERY AND DIOCESAN ITEMS  

CHURCHES AND CHAPELS 

Holy Cross Middlezoy  is  open  daily 10am to 4pm for Private Prayer 

You are most welcome to visit but to comply with Covid regulations, it may be 

necessary to keep the church closed on days surrounding special services such as 

baptisms and funerals. Notices will be displayed, but if you are travelling it is advisable 

to contact the churchwarden Ian Campbell 01823 698790 to check before you set out. 

St Francis Stawell is open by prior arrangement only. Contact Rachel Fortune 01278 

723416. 

Sunday Services : These are all online. For information contact your churchwardens 

or Village Contacts listed on the final page of this magazine. 

The Levels Methodist Chapel Middlezoy is closed, contacts are: Pauline Stewart 

01823 698351, Sandy Rogers 01823 698220, Rev. Deborah Kirk 01823 334854. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Send any prayer request in at any time to middlezoyprayers@gmail.com. 

We realise that the situation we are in at the moment is very 

changeable therefore please ask for prayers when they are needed.  

A group of us are ready to add your requests to our prayers. You can 

be sure everything is done in the strictest confidence.  

This prayer initiative is open to anyone in the benefice or beyond. 

Prayer and reflection are regularly posted on the Holy Cross Church Middlezoy 

Facebook page. 
 

DEATHS, FUNERALS, INTERMENTS 

The funeral of Keith Openshaw was held on 10 February at Holy Cross 

Middlezoy followed by burial in the churchyard. 

Beryl Vaughan late of Weymont Close Middlezoy died on 20 February in  

a care home. The funeral is being arranged. 

LIVING LENT IN LOCKDOWN 

The MOMSS magazine area Lent Course continues online via 

Zoom each Wednesday from 7.30pm to approximately 8.30pm. 

Our March dates are 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th and the final session 

will be on the 31st. This pleasant and inspiring course is suitable 

for everyone as it encourages some gentle study, some exploration of personal  

circumstances and promotes thoughts of care for others as well as ourselves. 

If you would like to join us online please contact the Methodist Minister or local  

stewards or the Vicar or churchwardens or village contacts listed on page 24. 
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SPRING 2021 LOCKDOWN TERM AT MIDDLEZOY 

AND OTHERY SCHOOLS 

On behalf of the School Governors, I wanted 

to take this opportunity to express a huge 

thanks to Lindsay Hayward our Headteacher, 

to all our amazing teaching and support staff, 

the remarkable pupils and the wonderful 

parents/carers for their incredible effort and dedication shown again during this spring 

lockdown term.   

2020 was a uniquely difficult year and the way all the staff at our schools faced that 

challenge was utterly amazing. Towards the end of the year, things were starting to 

click back into place and I had hoped that 2021 would continue this progress, but we 

once again find ourselves living a lockdown life. 

At our recent Governors meeting, we heard about the fantastic job that you are all 

doing supporting the children and keeping their education going and we wanted you to 

know how much that is appreciated. Having our critical worker and vulnerable children 

in school each day had provided invaluable support to the community.  However, 

managing the pupils in small bubbles has required flexibility and commitment and we are 

lucky to have teachers, LSAs staff who have well and truly stepped up to this challenge.  

Of course, as village schools that still leaves many pupils at home unable to receive  

face-to-face teaching. Again, we are incredibly lucky to have such an amazing team who 

have adapted so quickly and smoothly to provide teaching and learning support via 

Teams and Tapestry, along with immense support from parents and carers at home to 

deliver the remote learning.  

We also recognised that, behind the scenes, we have wonderful office and site teams 

who have had to maintain smooth operations despite having to work remotely or deal 

with entirely new challenges or both. We understand the effort all of this takes and the 

comments from the Governors were united in pride and gratitude for the dedication 

you all show every single day. 

With half-term approaching, I hope this gives every one of you an opportunity to catch 

a breath and perhaps find a few moments of calm to recover.  I also hope that soon we 

will start to hear positive news about a return to more conventional school life. Until 

that point, I would like to wish you well for the coming weeks and thank you once 

more for your contribution to our pupils and community. 

Yours with gratitude,                                                                            Nicola Mannion  

Chair of Governors Middlezoy and Othery Primary Schools  

In partnership with Preston Primary Academy Trust   

  SCHOOLS NEWS 

 

ANSWERS TO BODY PARTS QUIZ (on page 20) 

1.  Eye. 
2.  Palms 

3.  Pupil. 

4.  Waist 

9.  Nails 

10. Temple 

11. Arms 

12. Hip 

17. Cheek/Lip 

18. Hand 
13. Ear 

14. Foot 

15. Palate 

16. Brow 

5.  Vein 

6.  Chest/Trunk 

7.  Calves 

8.  Hair/ Heart 
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TWIN MY VACCINE 

The vicar at St Andrews Curry Rivel, Revd Scott Patterson, and his wife Rowan have 

launched ‗Twin My Vaccine‘, a campaign to help raise funds for communities across the 

world who are struggling to vaccinate their population against Covid-19 and whose 

infrastructure in places may not even include basic refrigeration. 

They‘ve set up a Just Giving page to direct funds to UNICEF‘s COVAX programme. 

The amount they raise will also be boosted by giftaid. 

Contact 01458 251375  scottr.patterson@btinternet.com 

 

LANGPORT FOODBANK 

Langport Foodbank, which is run by the  

St Mary‘s Church community in Langport, 

is doing a fantastic job during these very 

hard times. 

The villages of Othery and Middlezoy are 

within their "patch". I took some food and 

financial donations up there last week and  

I was amazed at the work they are doing. 

I plan to go up to the Rectory on the first 

Wednesday of every month to take 

contributions. If you would like to help you can leave contributions in a box which will 

be placed in the church porch or with me, 11a Main Road Middlezoy. 

If you wish to give a financial contribution you can leave it with me or get in touch 

directly with Rev. Jess Pitman 01458 251881 jessicapitman@aol.com.  

Jean Campbell 01823 698790  

shrubrose@yahoo.co.uk 
 

SKY AT NIGHT 

Sunrise Sunset 

Beginning of March 

6.54am-5.53pm 

End of March 6.47am-

7.43pm 

Moon Phases 

Last Quarter 6 March   

New Moon 11 March 

First Quarter 21 March 

Full Moon 28  March 

Planets 

Mars is visible at sunset 

and as the evening 

progresses towards its 

setting at 1am it will 

 

  GENERAL INTEREST ITEMS 
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appear that we have 

two red stars in the 

west because of its 

close proximity to 

the star Aldebaran 

in the constellation 

of Taurus. Jupiter 

and Saturn are now 

morning objects 

rising in the east at 

5am while Venus is 

too close to the sun 

to be seen. 
 

Stars 

Looking south at 

10pm the 

constellation of Leo the Lion stands prominent in the sky and is easy to locate as it 

does resemble a lion rather like the statues seen at the foot of Nelson‘s Column in 

London. The stars that form 

the head and mane of the 

animal look like a backward 

question mark or sickle in 

the sky and at the bottom of 

this you will see the star 

Regulus, the brightest star in 

the Constellation. Regulus 

has an orbiting companion 

star which orbits it every 40 

days and is 79 light years 

from Earth so we see it as it 

was at the time of the Blitz in 

1942. On 25 March the moon appears very close to Regulus.  
 

Phenomena 

The Spring Equinox is on 20 March when day and night are of equal length. On 28 

March British Summer Time begins when at 2am we put our clocks forward by one 

hour, then that evening we have our first Supermoon of the year which will appear 

bigger and brighter than usual on rising.                              Paul Adamson 01823698156 

 

SOMERSET LEVELS STARGAZERS 

Our meetings continue on Zoom when on Wednesday 31 March, author and UK  

co-ordinator for the Commission for Dark Skies, Bob Mizon will be sharing some 

astronomical images with us in his presentation ‗Hours with the Night‘, this is along 

with our Night Sky Guide for April, Astronomy News and another of our Famous 

Astronomer sections. All our online meetings are free to join, for details please contact 

us on Paul Adamson, 01823 698156, www.somersetlevelsstargazers.com 

M. Franks & Sons 
Independent Family Funeral Directors 

 

* Private Chapel of Rest * 
* 24 Hour Personal & Caring Service * 

* Home Visiting Service * 
 

Bath Road, Ashcott, 

Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 9QT 
 

Telephone: 01458 210627 or 01458 860157 

Email: mfranksandsons@gmail.com 
 

Website: www.mfranksandsons.co.uk 
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FARM DIARY 

This is written for non-farmers who live 

surrounded by farmland. 

In the field. In the middle of February,  

we are busy thinking about being prepared 

for the spring drilling of spring barley.  

The cover crops grazed by the sheep have 

been destroyed. The ground, however, is 

too wet after the frost disappeared. 

Patience is often required here. Spring 

barley and other spring crops are 

particularly sensitive to any compaction,  

so the soil conditions need to be close to 

perfect. By the end of February, the goats 

are due to have started kidding which is a 

very special time. They don‘t need much 

help and this time as before we are kidding 

in one of our buildings. We can sell more 

than we can produce which is pleasing.  
 

Virtual Lessons. More than 30,000 

school pupils will be learning the three Rs 

next month, ruminants, roosters and robotics 

in agriculture. During British Science Week farmers throughout the country will cover 

real-life farming situations. This programme is the newest addition to the NFU‘s 

education resources joining +LockdownLearning and the Farmvention competition 

previously written about. The free lessons from 8 to 12 March cover live lambing, 

future farming tech, chicken life cycles, vet school and farming-themed climate science. 

More details at  www.encounteredu.com/live-lessons/science-farm-live  
 

By the way. Reading my national newspaper a few weeks ago, I found an article in the 

business section written by a global chief economist in an investment bank - almost 

certainly based in London. ―The rocketing price of agricultural crops providing the 

world with food for thought‖ was the title of the article. He wrote that, ―As anyone 

with a ‗vegetarian for environmental reasons‘ teenage daughter will know, meat 

requires far more cereal inputs to produce calories than a vegetarian diet‖. It is difficult 

to know where to start. Firstly, I will not write on economics. Secondly, for this 

economist‘s and your information, most beef and lamb in this country has minimal 

inputs of cereal. They are mainly fed grass as it grows so well in our climate. With 

regenerative farming, one of the aims is to produce meat with no cereals. Our goat kids 

are produced without cereals and their dams receive them for the last four to six 

weeks of their annual pregnancy only. We are in touch with a Somerset pig producer 

who has been producing pig meat without cereals for several years. He lets them graze 

mixes of sown herbs. As has been written here before, vegetables require the soil to be 

worked and most of our farmland in Britain is neither workable nor croppable. It is 

moorland or mountain ideal for grazing animals but not for vegetable production.  

We had a lovely vegetarian meal the night this was written.             Richard Graham 
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MARCH JOBS IN THE GARDEN 
 

Garden maintenance 

 Pick off any seedheads on daffodils and other spring bulbs, but leave                        

the foliage to die back naturally 

 Finish pruning roses early in the month 

 Cut dogwoods, willows, cotinus right down to the base to promote vigorous        

colourful new growth 

 Start sowing hardy annuals outdoors, such as California poppies, nasturtiums and 

opium poppies 

 Plant lilies and other summer-flowering bulbs in pots and borders 

 Tidy up borders of weeds, then mulch generously with   

garden compost 

 Continue deadheading spring flowers and any remaining   

winter bedding so they don't set seed 

 Scatter general-purpose fertiliser over flowerbeds and 

around roses, shrubs and hedges 
 

Fruit and veg 

 Avoid carrot root fly by sowing an early crop of carrots 

under cloches or fleece 

 Sow tomatoes, chillies, sweet peppers and aubergines in pots indoors 

 Buy young herbs to plant in containers near your back door, for handy pickings 

 Plant onion and shallot sets, spacing 

them 10-15cm apart, and keep the bed 

free of weeds 

 Sow parsnips as soon as the soil starts 

to warm up, as they're slow to        

germinate and need a long growing  

season 

 Plant a fig tree in a large container to 

restrict its roots, which encourages 

fruiting and limits its overall size  

 Feed cabbages and other brassicas   

with nitrogen-rich fertiliser, such as 

pelleted chicken manure 

 Start hoeing 

veg beds as 

soon as the 

weather starts 

to warm up,   

as weeds will 

germinate quickly  

 Plant strawberries in a hanging basket 

to keep the fruits away from slugs 

                                 Rhiannon Bucton  
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THESE BOOTS ARE MADE FOR WALKING 

Are you fed-up with doing the same old walks?  

Walking in Somerset www.walkinginengland.co.uk/somerset is the 

website for you! 

With hundreds of walks to download and print, free, it also has 

books of walks, contact details for all the walking groups in the 

county and much more. Whether you want to walk on your 

own or with a group all the information is there in one place. 

John said ‗There is so much walking information on the web 

but it is difficult to find. Walking in Somerset (part of the Walking in England suite of 

websites www.walkinginengland.co.uk  – one for each county in England) has brought it 

together in one place so whether you are walking from home, or away on holiday, you 

will be able to find a walk suitable for you‘. 

With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus long, and a note of suitability for 

pushchairs and wheelchairs, everyone can find a walk to enjoy. 

So home or away, check out the websites and get walking!                           John Harris 

www.walkinginengland.co.uk 

email: john@walkinginengland.co.uk 
 

FOOTNOTE: If you have a favourite local walk why not share it through the MOMSS 

magazine? Send it through to the MOMSS Editor (momssgeditor@live.co.uk) with useful 

details like parking availability, accessibility i.e. are there any stiles, is it pushchairs 

accessible etc and the distance. 

FEEDBACK FROM AN IMPRESSED CUSTOMER 

At lunchtime on Sunday 14 February, Valentine's Day, my tenants couldn't shut their 

front door and therefore they couldn't go out. Despite phone calls to people locally  

no-one was available. Someone found Richard's advert in MOMSS and so I phoned him. 

He was out so I left a message and he rang me back 10 minutes later and said he would 

be over soon and arrived within a quarter of an hour, fixed the problem, did a good 

job and was 

very cheery. I 

wanted people 

to know that  

I was very  

impressed with 

the fact that he 

came straight 

away, even 

though it was  

a Sunday – 

excellent  

service!  

Audrey Warner,  

Moorlinch 
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SOMERSET SIGHT 

Somerset Sight is a local charity which 

has been supporting sight impaired 

people across Somerset for over a 

hundred years and in 2019 won the 

Queen‘s Award for Voluntary Service. 

One of our services is the Volunteer 

Visiting Service whereby volunteers are 

matched locally with a sight impaired 

person for regular visits for company and 

support, and also helps alleviate their 

loneliness and isolation.  

Volunteers help with a variety of tasks 

such as reading, correspondence, or 

making appointments, going out for a 

drive or just a cup of tea and a 

chat.  Many volunteers get great 

satisfaction and enjoyment from their 

voluntary work, many friendships are 

formed and the people they support very 

much look forward to their visits. At the 

current time as face-to-face visits are not 

permissible, the service continues with 

regular phone calls until such time as a 

visit is allowed again. 

For anyone who is sight impaired and 

would like to know more about our 

services or if anyone would like to 

volunteer for the Visiting Service,  please 

contact us on 01823 333818 for further 

information. 

We look forward to hearing from you 

soon! 

Information is available from: 

greintonvillage@gmail.com or via the 

Greinton Village in Somerset Facebook group 

  CHARITY CLOSE UP 

  GREINTON VILLAGE NEWS 
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HOLY CROSS CHURCH 

Organ Restoration 

The restoration of the organ is now complete and it sounds very good. We just need 

this pandemic to be over then we can enjoy an organ recital.  

Organs need musicians to play them. If you can play and would like to practise on our 

organ, please contact Gill Wilkinson 01823 698429 wilkiberri@outlook.com to arrange 

this. 

Churchyard 

Initial outline proposals to increase the biodiversity of the churchyards will be on 

display in the church porch during March.  As the churchyard is a community space, 

your comments would be welcome. 

One of the initial improvements in the churchyard will be the maintenance of the six 

lime trees to remove the crowns, the dead branches and the mistletoe. It is hoped this 

work will be undertaken in early Spring. 

Church Tower 

Thank you to Rob, Sarah and Paul for the illuminated heart which they put up on the 

church tower.  It has obviously been enjoyed, as there have been many positive 

comments both verbally and on social media. We await their next spectacular display. 

Private Prayer 

Although services are online the church will remain open every day for private prayer 

from 10am to 4pm. 

A request for prayer can also be sent to middlezoyprayer@gmail.com 

Ian Campbell, Churchwarden 
 

MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE HALL 

Middlezoy Community Project (MCP) 

I have seen the sun out today and this makes me think that summer could be 

approaching and with this in mind, MCP will hold a Summer Fete at Middlezoy 

recreation ground 

on Sunday 11 July. 

We hope that there 

will be some 

relaxation in Covid 

restrictions by then 

and we will be able 

to go ahead. We 

are planning to have 

everything outside 

and we are looking 

at music, activities, 

food options and 

most importantly, a 

bar.  We hope also 

  MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE NEWS 
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to have a live group on the Saturday 

evening of 10 July but we will need to see 

how things go before we can confirm 

this.  We will keep you informed of 

progress on Facebook and the next issue 

of MOMSS. If you would like to have a 

stall to sell your wares, then do please 

get in touch on the Middlezoy Village 

Hall Facebook page or email 

mjbirks@yahoo.co.uk                  

Mike Birks 

 

MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE SHOP & 

POST OFFICE 

The village shop‘s sign says ‗Serving the 

community since 2007‘. We would hope 

that all the original team of volunteers 

who set up the shop 14 years ago are 

proud of how the shop continues to 

serve the community, perhaps now more 

vitally than ever.  

We wanted to write a piece to thank all 

that support the village shop: the 

committee members who do so much 

‗behind the scenes‘, the volunteers who 

brave all weathers to serve, the ‗online‘, 

packing and delivery teams who have provided a lifeline to those shielding or  

self-isolating, the Post Office ladies for their continued support, and our customers for 

using the shop and thus allowing it to thrive.  

It has been perhaps the most difficult 12 months we have faced in the village for many 

years, but the shop and post office has innovated, adapted and continued to serve the 

community – just as the original founders wanted it to do. Thanks to all for making this 

possible.                                                                  Rachel Worth worth.r@outlook.com 

 

LEVELS METHODIST CHURCH 

Hi everyone, hoping you are all making it through this Covid pandemic and those who 

are invited have taken advantage of the vaccine!!  I write this on Sunday 21 February so 

we are all waiting for the Government Road Map tomorrow which should make things 

a little easier.  So by Easter with bulbs and flowers cheering us up and longer daylight 

we hope to be making some steps back to almost normal. 

However it is too early yet to have any definite decisions on services held in our 

churches or indeed in the grounds.  In the meantime for details of online services 

please see page 16.  

Happy Easter and hope to see you all very soon.                                     

Pauline Stewart 
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 MOORLINCH VILLAGE NEWS  

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH 

Like all the benefice churches we are currently restricted to online services only via 

Zoom.  Please ask the Churchwardens or Village Contacts listed on the final page of 

this magazine for details of how to join the local online services. 
 

OTHERY READING GROUP 

‘Vinegar Girl’ by Anne Tyler 

The book this month was ‗Vinegar Girl‘ by Anne Tyler.   

Vinegar Girl is part of the Hogarth Shakespeare project, where Shakespeare‘s works 

are retold by acclaimed and bestselling novelists of today.  Vinegar Girl is ‗The Taming 

of the Shrew‘ in a modern setting. 

Anne Tyler is a prolific American author and has more than twenty bestselling novels 

to her credit.  Most members had read one or more of her works.  It was generally 

agreed that this was a quick and easy read, but not up to the author‘s standard.  

The group has read 3 books now in this Shakespeare project during the last 18 months 

and there was a general discussion about which had been enjoyed. Most members felt 

that the authors had tried to keep true to the original Shakespeare story but not always 

a successful retelling.  We also wondered whether the authors had been able to choose 

or just been given their story. 

Our book for March is ‗Once Upon a River‘ by Diane Setterfield. 

Pam Coombes, Othery Reading Group 

  OTHERY VILLAGE NEWS  

More information is available on the website 

www.stawellvillage.info 
 

NEWS FROM ST FRANCIS 

CHURCH 

St Francis Stawell is open by prior 

arrangement only. Contact Rachel 

Fortune 01278 723416. 

Please ask Fiona as Churchwardens for 

details of how to join the local online  

services. 

STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET 

VILLAGE NEWS 
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  CHURCH AND CHAPEL SERVICES FOR MARCH 2021 

England's Coronavirus Covid Pandemic Regulations continue - services permitted in 

churches and chapels are funerals (maximum attendees 30) and weddings (maximum  

attendees 6). 

The Church of England and Methodist Council have given their permission and support  

for online participation via Zoom and similar portals such as YouTube.  

For the MOMSS&G villages contact details are as follows: 

Methodists:  

9.30am Services on YouTube - connection via the homepage of 

www.rowbartonmethodist.org.uk  

10.30am Services on Zoom - connection link details from email address: 

chris@revbrown.co.uk 

Anglicans:  

United Benefice Services via Zoom – connection link details available from the  

Churchwardens or contacts listed on final page of this magazine. 

Informal 'Prayer, Coffee & Chats' sessions via various portals – connection details  

available from each village's Churchwardens or contacts listed on final page of this magazine. 

 

DATE SEASON METHODISTS ANGLICAN 

March 
7 Sun 

Third Sunday 

of Lent 
9.30am (YouTube) 

and 10.30am (Zoom) 

Services online 

10.30am United Benefice Service 

online via Zoom 

14 Sun 
Mothering 

Sunday 

Fourth Sunday 

of Lent 
9.30am (YouTube) 

and 10.30am (Zoom) 

Services online 

10.30am United Benefice Service 

online via Zoom 

21 Sun Fifth Sunday of 

Lent 

(Passiontide 

begins) 

9.30am (YouTube) 

and 10.30am (Zoom) 

Services online 

10.30am MOMSS&G parishes will 

hold their own online informal 

Prayers, Coffee & Chats 

28 Sun Palm Sunday 9.30am (YouTube) 

and 10.30am (Zoom) 

Services online 

10.30am United Benefice Service 

online via Zoom 

April 
2 Fri 

Good Friday 10.30am (YouTube)

Reflection and Prayer 

Service online 

2pm United Benefice Service of 

Reflection online via Zoom 

4 Sun Easter Day 9.30am (YouTube) 

and 10.30am (Zoom) 

Services online 

10.30am United Benefice Service 

online via Zoom 

11 Sun Second Sunday 

of Easter 
9.30am (YouTube) 

and 10.30am (Zoom) 

Services online 

10.30am MOMSS&G parishes will 

hold their own online informal 

Prayers, Coffee & Chats 
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Listed below are the Common Worship readings and lessons for each of the following days: 

DATE SEASON READINGS 

March 
7 Sun 

Third 

Sunday of 

Lent 

OT:      Exodus chapter 20, verses 1 to 17 
Psalm:   19 
Epistle:  1 Corinthians, chapter 1, verses 18 to 25 
Gospel:  John, chapter 2, verses 13 to 22 

14 Sun 
Mothering 

Sunday 

Fourth  

Sunday of 

Lent 

OT:       Exodus, chapter 2, verses 1 to 10 
Psalm:    34, verses 11 to 20 
Epistle:  2 Corinthians, chapter 1, verses 3 to 7 
Gospel:  Luke, chapter 2, verses 33 to 35 

21 Sun Fifth  

Sunday of 

Lent 

(Passiontide 

begins) 

OT:      Jeremiah, chapter 31, verses 31 to 34 
Psalm:    51, verses 1 to 13 
Epistle:   Hebrews, chapter 5, verses 5 to 10 
Gospel:  John chapter 12, verses 20 to 33 

28 Sun Palm  

Sunday 

(Liturgy of 

the Passion) 

OT:       Isaiah, chapter 50, verses 4 to 9a 
Psalm:   31, verses 9 to 16 
Epistle:  Philippians, chapter 2, verses 5 to 11 
Gospel:  Mark, chapter 14, verse 1 to chapter 15, verse 47 

April 
1 Thu 

Maundy 

Thursday 

OT:       Exodus, chapter 12, verses 1 to 14 
Psalm:    116, verses 1 and 10 to the end 
Epistle:   1 Corinthians, chapter 11, verses 23 to 26 
Gospel:  John, chapter 13, verses 1 to 17 and 31b to 35 

2 Fri Good  

Friday 

OT:       Isaiah, chapter 52, verse 13 to ch 53, verse 12 
Psalm:    22 
Epistle:   Hebrews, chapter 10, verses 16 to 25 
Gospel:  John, chapter 18, verse 1 to chapter 19, verse 42 

4 Sun Easter 

Day 

OT:   Isaiah, chapter 25, verses 6 to 9 
Psalm:   118, verses 1 and 2 and 14 to 24 
Epistle:  Acts, chapter 10, verses 34 to 43 
Gospel:  John, chapter 20, verses 1 to 18 

11 Sun Second 

Sunday of 

Easter 

OT:   Exodus, chapter 14, verses10 to the end and 
             chapter15, verses 20 and 21 
Psalm:   133, verses 1 and 2 and 14 to 24 
Epistle:  Acts, chapter 4, verses 32 to 35 
Gospel:  John, chapter 20, verses 19 to the end 

  SERVICES READINGS 
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ALL IN A SPIN 

Those who know me will realise that I‘m a bit of a tinkerer. One of my recent projects 

was a miniature rope making machine (more about this in next month‘s magazine, space 

permitting).  

Now to make the rope one needs cord but I had none of the correct size. 

Here I need to make a slight digression. Those of an older generation (and into 

needlework) may remember 'The Spinning Wheel', Miss Winkle's shop in Billet Street, 

Taunton. I was a regular customer there and one day she offered me a load of cotton 

thread samples, which my hoarding instincts would not let me refuse. These have been 

languishing around since the 1980s and were just what I required for making the 

cordage. (See, never throw anything away....) What I needed was a means of plying 

several of these threads together. 

Searching the web I came across several images of Girdle Spinning Wheels, just the 

right size. These were made to tuck into the girdles worn by Victorian ladies, the 

theory being that they could spin while walking about. 

A quick search through the boxes of stuff I should have thrown away years ago turned 

up a pair of gears more or less the right size. These were laid out on one of the side 

plates and the centres found using toolmaker's buttons. 

The side plates are 1/8" with a 1/4" centre piece held together with 6BA screws. The 

rest is pretty straightforward, involving turning on a lathe and some hand filing. The 

fancy rivets are bog standard 3/32" prettied up a bit, the fancy parts are ivory and 

decorated on my Rose Engine (another previous project). The whole thing is mounted 

on a base of African Blackwood. The tall distaff is Snakewood and would have held the 

fibre to be spun. In my case this would not be used as I would be plying together 

several cotton threads.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While looking for the gears I also came across some smaller ones so I next decided to  

make a model of a Girdle Spinning Wheel which is about 1/3 full size. This smaller  

  CRAFTY CORNER 
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version has an idler gear so the flyer spins in the same 

direction as the crank handle.  

As before the main parts are brass held together with 

oil blackened 8BA screws, the white parts are mostly 

bone (Westonzoyland butcher!), again with rose turned 

decoration and an ivory bobbin. It is mounted on a 

Rosewood bracket so it is shown in the attitude in 

which it would have been used. The overall height is 

about 8". 
 

They both have an Irish brake and there is a prize of a 

box of 'After Eights' if anyone can explain why and the 

difference between this and a Scottish brake! 

Mark Davis 

 

MINI SIMNEL CAKES 

Simnel cake is traditionally eaten on Mothering Sunday, which this year falls on 14 March.  

Prep Time: 20mins  Cooking Time: 30mins  Serves 15 
 

For the Cake 

175g Unsalted Butter (Cubed) 

225g Self Raising Wholemeal Flour 

1 tsp Cinnamon 

1 tsp Mixed spice 

100g Light Muscovado Sugar 

125g Dried Mixed Fruits 

125g Dried Apricots (chopped) 

100g Marzipan 

3 Medium Eggs 

15ml Milk (Whole) 
 

Preheat the oven to 180C (fan 160C, gas mark 4).  

Grease and line a 7 x 11 inch (17 x 27cm) rectangular tin. 

Put the butter into a heatproof bowl and microwave on high for 1 minute until it‘s 

melted. 

Put the flour, cinnamon and mixed spiced into a large bowl.  

Stir in the light muscovado sugar and then add the mixed dried fruit and dried apricots. 

Coarsely chop 100g (3½oz) marzipan and add to the dry ingredients. 

Crack the eggs into a jug, pour in the milk and mix together with a fork. Pour into the  

dry mixture with the melted butter and stir together with a large spoon to combine. 

Spoon the cake mixture into the prepared tin.  

Bake for 30 minutes until well risen and firm. Insert a cocktail stick into the centre, the 

cake is ready if it comes out clean. Cook for a few more minutes if needed, then cool. 

Allow to cool before cutting into mini cubes.  

Roll out the 300g of marzipan and cut pretty flower petals for the cakes.  

Slightly warm the apricot jam and spread on top of the cooled cake and apply the 

marzipan. Decorate with mini eggs. 

 

For the Decoration 

5 tbsp Apricot Jam 

300g Marzipan 

15 Mini Chocolate Eggs 
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QUIZ - PARTS OF THE BODY 

 

1. A personal pronoun 

2. Tall trees 

3. One who attends school 

4. To throw away good material 

5. Conceited 

6. A large box 

7. Two young animals 

8. A fast running mammal 

9. These go with a hammer 

10. A place of worship 

11. What the regiment needs to             

fight with 

12. The start of a cheer 

13. Head of a stalk of corn 

14. A measure of length 

15. An artist‘s implement 

16. Edge of a hill 

17. Impudence 

18. Height of a horse 
 

(Answers to be found on page 6) 

 

 

 

www.blaketraining.co.uk 

Email: blake@blaketraining.co.uk 

Tel: 01823 690042  Mobile:  07783 305835 

Blake Training Centre 
Room hire for meetings, talks, training venues  

and much ,much more. 
Very competitive rates 

Food and refreshments can also be provided 
  

Rob Blake - Land based training specialising in 
Forestry and Arboriculture including Chainsaw 
Maintenance and Cross Cutting, Felling, 
Chainsaw Safety and Awareness (SAD), 
Climbing and Aerial Rescue, Brushcutters, 
Chippers etc 

Sarah Blake - Food Safety training for the 
manufacturing and catering sectors.  Other 
courses offered: First Aid, Health and Safety, 
Nutrition, Management. 

 

Please contact us for prices and full details 
Admin address: Lanlivery, Main Road, 

Middlezoy, TA7 0PB 

 

ORIGAMI 

CROSS 

With Palm Sunday 

coming up on 28 

March you may like 

to make this lovely 

origami cross. It is 

made from a single strip of  paper. There 

is a video to watch as well as printed 

instructions on  

https://www.origami-fun.com/origami-

cross.html   
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DEFIBRILLATOR MACHINES 

From the scene of an incident, call 999, ask for Ambulance. 

Ascertain the condition of the patient. If a defibrillator is required, to 

obtain the code to open the cabinet give the following information 

about the nearest machine. 

      Call sign 

Greinton Phone Box  TA7 9BW CHT-RT-1583 

Middlezoy Chapel   TA7 0NZ  SC0253 

Middlezoy Village Hall  TA7 0PG  SC0254 (machine at car park end) 

Moorlinch Farm   TA7 9BU  

Othery Village Hall   TA7 0QU 

Stawell Village Hall   TA7 9AD 
 

Within 200m of a defibrillator they can give you the code to open the cabinet on post 

code alone, farther away the call sign is required. 

  USEFUL INFORMATION  

HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING & REFUSE COLLECTIONS 

The recycling and rubbish collections for all the MOMSS & G area are as follows: 

Recycling Boxes: Thursdays 4, 11, 18, 25 March and 1 April 

Black Wheeled Bins: Thursdays 4, 18 March and 1 April 

Garden Waste Bins: Wednesdays 3, 17, 31 March 



23 

 

 

RECYCLING CENTRES 

All of Somerset's 16 Recycling Centres remain on winter time tables until 31 March, 

opening hours 9am-5pm weekdays and 9am-4pm weekends. 

From 1 April Summer opening hours begin 9am-6pm weekdays and 9am-4pm week-

ends. 

Full details of each site, location, opening times, materials they will accept etc can be 

found at www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycling/centres 
 

POLICE        Emergencies only tel: 999 ;  Non emergencies tel: 101 

CRIMESTOPPERS    8am-10pm Weekdays 0800 555111 
 

MOBILE LIBRARY 

This service continues on a Friday every 4 weeks. 

Next visit: 26 March 

Stawell Village Hall         9.50am - 10.30am 

Moorlinch Tapmoor Road Junction   10.45am - 11.15am 

Middlezoy Main Road Bus Stop    12.30pm - 1.10pm 

For further information about reading books online contact  

Libraries Direct on 0300 123 2224 or visit www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries 

 

Our advertisers enable us to provide the MOMSS magazine free of charge to each home  

in our villages. Please support them if you can, and mention this magazine. 
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MOMSS COMMUNITY INFORMATION 
Please advise momssgeditor@live.co.uk of amendments/additions 

 

CHURCH INFORMATION 

Priest-in-Charge 

Rev Andrea Harwood  01458 443239  vicarmomss@gmail.com  

Sunday mornings, Tuesdays and Wednesdays plus half a day on Saturdays (by arrangement) 
 

United Benefice Readers 

Pauline Davies 01278 451280 and Richard Graham 01278 722284  
 

Parish Auxiliary Lay Ministers 

Mervyn Winslade (Othery); Ruth Peberdy and Roger Harding (Stawell) 
 

Churchwardens 

Middlezoy: Ian Campbell 01823 698790 

Othery: Mervyn Winslade 01823 698368 and Margaret Harris 01823 698838 

Moorlinch: Fiona Hixon 01458 211096 

Stawell contact: Rachel Fortune 01278 723416  
Sutton Mallet contact: Brian Lishman 01278 722579 

Greinton contact: Jean Heywood 01458 210497  
 

METHODIST CHURCH MINISTER 

Middlezoy: Rev Deborah Kirk 01823 334854 
 

PARISH COUNCILS/MEETINGS 

Middlezoy—Chairman: Paul Baker 01823 698082  
Othery—Chairman: Tony Bostock 01823 690112 

Moorlinch—Meeting Chairman: Ron Hixon 01458 211096 

Stawell and Sutton Mallet—Chairman: Brian Lishman 01278 722579 

Greinton—Enquiries: Toby Crispin 01458 210227 
 

DISTRICT PCSOs 

Kim Wrixon 07889 658309; Lora Bray 07720 642007 
 

VILLAGE AGENTS 

Middlezoy, Othery, Moorlinch, Stawell, Sutton Mallet and Greinton: 

Claire Baker, email: claireb@somersetrcc.org.uk or 07494 883654 
 

HELPFUL NUMBERS 

Middlezoy:  School 01823 698465; The George Inn 01823 698215; 

P.O. 01823 698981 - Open: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri  8:45am-12pm, 2pm-5pm                                            

Shop 01823 587222 - Mornings - Open: Monday to Saturday 8.45am-11am 

                                 Afternoons - Open: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 3pm-5pm 
 

Othery: School 01823 698464; The London Inn 01823 698416 

Maisey‘s Bakery 01823 698244;  Open Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat: 8.30am-2pm, 

Hot Takeaway: 8.30am-12 noon 
 

Moorlinch: Ring O‘Bells 01458 210358; Garage 01458 210298;  
 

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS 

Middlezoy Village Hall 07840 064132;  Othery Village Hall 01823 690482; 

Moorlinch Church Hall 01458 210755;  

Stawell & Sutton Mallet Village Hall 01278 723665; Greinton Village Hall 01458 210277 

 

mailto:vicarmomss@gmail.com

