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MOMSS MAGAZINE

MOMSS Publishing House Style
Articles submitted to the magazine are put
into MOMSS house style. This uses Gill
Sans 10pt for general text with Gill Sans
bold 10pt for sub-headings. Arial Black 10pt
is used for main headings. Example of our
date format is '25 December’ – the st, rd,
th are only used after dates with no month
alongside. There is no need to insert year
unless referring to year ahead. We use a 12
hour time format eg '5.30pm'. Italics, bold
or underlining will not be included.
Advertising costs
Quarter Page: (A7 size):
Single edition £20; Three editions £50;
Six editions £95;
Annual £175.
Half Page (A6 size):
Single edition £40; Three editions £100;
Six editions £190; Annual £350.
For further pricing information and
technical details phone
Jane Stryker Tel: 01458 210661
E-mail momssgadverts@live.co.uk

This publication is hand delivered
FREE to over 1,040 homes within the
villages in the United Benefice:
Middlezoy, Othery, Moorlinch,
Stawell, Sutton Mallet & Greinton
MOMSS is issued 11 times a year (there is
a joint December/January issue) and is
designed as a Community Magazine.
It is produced by volunteers, with the
authority of the United Benefice
Churchwardens, for the villagers’ benefit.
EDITORIAL COMMITTEE
Committee: Richard Graham, Anita
Winslade, Jane Stryker, Isobel Davis and
Gill Wilkinson.
Editor this month: Anita Winslade
Compiler this month: Jane Stryker

NEWS ARTICLES
We regret we cannot guarantee inclusion
of articles or photographs and may need
to edit copy due to space limitations.
Submitting articles: Copy preferred in
Microsoft Word format.
Email to momssgeditor@live.co.uk
300 word limit please.
Submit handwritten copy via one of the
members of the committee if you are
unable to find someone to help you
transfer it to email. We cannot guarantee
its accurate inclusion.
Submitting photos or artwork:
also momssgeditor@live.co.uk

Please note: Copy and payment for adverts
must be received by 12th of the month
(see date of deadlines on this page).
Advertising space is limited. We cannot
guarantee single adverts will be accepted
for publication.
MOMSS Account details
Account name: United Benefice MOMSS
Sort Code 09.01.53
Account Number 79133288
Reference 'Magazine'.

We gladly accept news and views from all
groups or individuals, however, the
Committee has overriding editorial
control. We cannot accept liability for
loss or damage arising from any error,
inaccuracies or omission from any copy or
advertising. The views expressed in the
magazine are not necessarily those of the
United Benefice, the Editorial teams or the
publisher.

This magazine is edition
number 4 of volume 18
DON’T FORGET !
June edition deadlines:
Adverts 12 May
Articles 15 May
2

FROM THE EDITOR
Spring is now in full flush with beautiful blossoms in gardens, parks and hedgerows. A
good sign of cheerfulness as we are gradually emerging from the severe restrictions
necessary for the overcoming of the coronavirus.
During these past lockdown months we have had the joy of the birth of adored babies
but also the sadness of many people suddenly departing from our living world whether
from old age, illness or accident – people we personally knew or people who have been
part of the fabric of Britain's history.
HRH Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh, beloved husband of the Queen for 73 years,
died peacefully on Friday 9 April, aged 99, and his funeral was held on Saturday 17 April.
Bells were tolled half-muffled around the nation and the Commonwealth in tribute and
commemoration. The Queen will now recontinue her duty as monarch with the support of her extended family, staff, the government and the public.
Locally our villages are planning future events, businesses are opening their doors again
– all within regulations and guidance – so there is much to look forward to in the coming months and years.
So roll on Summer, Autumn and Winter – we await your beauty and variety with pleasant anticipation and look forward also to 2022.
In the meantime read through our magazine, hopefully enjoying its reports, adverts, wit
and wisdom and all good wishes to everyone.
Anita Winslade (Editor, May edition)
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BENEFICE, DEANERY AND DIOCESAN ITEMS
FROM THE REGISTERS
Funerals and Interments
The funeral of Grace Cane of Middlezoy, who died on 26 March, was held
in Holy Cross Church, Middlezoy, followed by burial in the churchyard on
Monday 12 April.
The funeral of Barry Peacock of Othery, who died on 21 March, was held
in St Michael's Church, Othery, followed by burial in Othery Village
Cemetery on Friday 16 April.

CHURCHES AND CHAPELS
Private Prayer
You are most welcome to visit either Holy Cross Church, Middlezoy, which is open
daily 10am to 4pm just for Private Prayer (contact Ian Campbell 01823 698790) or St
Francis Church, Stawell, which is open on Wednesdays from10am to 12 noon just for
Private Prayer (contact Rachel Fortune 01278 723416).
To comply with current Covid-19 regulations if either of these churches is required for
special services (baptisms, weddings, funerals) it will be necessary to keep them closed
for two days before and afterwards. Notices will be displayed, but if you are travelling it
is advisable to check before you set out.
The Levels Methodist Chapel in Middlezoy is closed on weekdays but open when
organised services are held there. Local
contacts are: Pauline Stewart 01823 698351,
Sandy Rogers 01823 698220 or the Minister
Rev. Deborah Kirk 01823 334854 for
further information.
Sunday Services
See details in the chart of Services on the
outside back cover.
PRAYER REQUESTS
Send any prayer request in at any time to
middlezoyprayers@gmail.com. We realise that
the situation we are in at the moment is
very changeable therefore please ask for
prayers when they are needed. A group of
us are ready to add your requests to our
prayers. You can be sure everything is done
in the strictest confidence.
This prayer initiative is open to anyone in
the benefice or beyond.
Prayer and reflection are regularly posted on
the Holy Cross Church Middlezoy Facebook
page.
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FROM THE BISHOP
CALLED TO CARE AND SERVE
There are many things I shall miss when I retire. One is writing these brief
articles for parish magazines. After some 41 years of writing articles and
editorials you might think I would be pleased to stop. However, over the
years this is one way I have been able to keep in touch with people and
offer encouragement and support to all that is happening in the life of our
churches and communities. In the ordination service for bishops the
liturgy begins with the words: ‘Bishops are called to serve and care for the
flock of Christ. Mindful of the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life for
the sheep, they are to love and pray for those committed to their charge,
knowing their people, and being known by them.’ These monthly articles are one way in
which I seek to ‘be known’ across the diocese.
As I prepare to retire, I want to express my huge appreciation for the welcome I have
received in all the parishes and places that I have visited. It has been an enormous
privilege to join the churches of the diocese to see what you are doing, to preach and to
share in your worship. I am conscious that despite getting out and about across the
whole diocese there are still some churches which I have not visited, and I am sorry
about that.
Reading the ordination service, I see that as disciples we are all called to ‘witness to the
resurrection and to preach the good news of salvation in all the world.’ That is a calling
and a privilege which will not stop as I lay down the See of Bath and Wells. It is at the
heart of what it is to be part of the Body of Christ. So, as I say my farewells, I send you
my blessing. Please know that my prayers will continue to be with you.
Yours with the love of Christ,
Peter
The Rt Rev Peter Hancock, Bishop of Bath and Wells

GENERAL INTEREST ITEMS
LOCAL ELECTIONS
POLICE & CRIME COMMISSIONER (AVON & SOMERSET)
The election is taking place on Thursday 6 May when Polling stations will be open from
7am to 10pm. Every vote matters – make sure yours is counted.
HOME LIBRARY SERVICE
Somerset Libraries provides a Home Library Service, available to anyone who is unable
to visit their local library. This includes people who may be housebound, living in long
term care, carers, or people who are vulnerable due to long term conditions or
disabilities. The service is open to people of all ages.
For more information about this service contact Kirsty Jenssen –
email: kjenssen@somerset.gov.uk or tel: 07814 079831
How it works
When you contact us, we will arrange for a volunteer to visit you. You can discuss what
you like to read and the best times to visit you, usually on fortnightly or monthly basis.
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The volunteer will go to the library to
choose your books and deliver them to
you.
Volunteers can also support you in
accessing free e-Books, e-Audiobooks and
e-Magazines. They can also provide you
with audio books, DVDs and other items.
There is normally a charge for these items,
though exemptions do apply for audio
books if you are blind, partially sighted or
have a condition that makes reading printed
books difficult.
Who the volunteers are
Our volunteers have been DBS (Disclosure
and Barring Service) checked and have
given references. They will ask you to give
them some basic information when you
request the service to help match
volunteers to support you.
Good Neighbour Scheme
If you have a neighbour or a friend who is
willing to visit the library for you, they can
register as a ‘good neighbour’. They will
then be able to choose and collect books
and other items on your behalf.
Email or speak to staff at your local library to sign up for the scheme.
Want to get started online?
Go to https://www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries-leisure-and-communities/libraries/libraries-services/
home-library-service/
SKY AT NIGHT
May 2021
Sunrise Sunset
Beginning of May 5.42am-8.34pm
End of May
5.02am-9.16pm
Moon Phases
Last Quarter
New Moon
First Quarter
Full

3rd
11th
19th
26th

6

Planets
Bright Venus and faint Mercury can both be seen in the south west after sunset (please
don’t look for these planets while the sun is still in the sky). Mars is in the constellation
of Gemini setting before 1am, while Jupiter and Saturn are both clear of the eastern
horizon by 3am.
Stars
The constellation of Ursa Major is high in the northern sky now; it’s at its lowest during
September and November as Ursa Major is circumpolar and never disappears from our
sky. During this month you can see the entire constellation clearly over and above the
main stars that form the saucepan shape although upside down now of course. The two
stars at the end of the pan point to Polaris the Pole Star in Ursa Minor. You may also
notice two stars in the pan handle, Alcor and Mizar. A test of your eyesight, there are
in fact five stars here as Mizar is a quadruple star system itself.

Phenomena
The biggest and brightest Supermoon of 2021 rises at 8pm on Wednesday 26 May.
Paul Adamson 01823698156
SOMERSET LEVELS STARGAZERS
Our meetings continue on Zoom for now when on Wednesday 26 May International
Dark Skies delegate Josh Dury, who you may have seen on BBC Points West or heard
on BBC Radio Somerset, will give a talk on Dark Sky Conservation. We will also have
the Night Sky Guide for June, Astronomy News and Historical Astronomy feature.
All our online meetings are free to join, for details please contact us on
somersetlevelsstargazers@hotmail.com or www.somersetlevelsstargazers.co.uk or follow us
on Facebook.
Paul Adamson 01823698156
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FLOWER POLINATORS
The UK Centre for Ecology and Hydrology have
established two surveys to help measure how insect
pollinator populations are changing across Britain. Each
year they ask volunteers to take part and the simplest
survey is the FIT Count (Flower Insect Timed
Count) which involves 10 minutes sitting by a patch of
target flowers sometime between April and September,
and counting all the insects that visit. Insects are
identified in broad groups (e.g. bumblebees, hoverflies,
etc.) so no detailed knowledge is needed. Instructions can
be found at www.ceh.ac.uk/pollinator-monitoring.
It would be a fun thing on a sunny day for interested children to do as well as adults. I
have been doing this survey for the last couple of years and it is a lovely thing to do for
10 minutes on a sunny summer day.
Penny Allwright
SEDGE MOORS TWINNING ASSOCIATION
With the ongoing problems of the Covid-19 pandemic the rescheduled visit from our
Normandy twinners has had to be postponed again until a suitable date in 2022. However
social and fundraising events are being planned for later this year. Watch this space!
Anita Winslade (Treasurer)
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FARM DIARY
In the Field. The yellow oil seed rape has been in flower for most of April. Early May
sees the forage maize sown. It is difficult to identify crops from the car as you drive by
but maize is in half meter rows and precision drilled so that the plants are evenly space
down the rows. It makes a very good silage feed to livestock that is high in energy.
Walks and Footpaths. There is a superb network of footpaths in the county and
they can be found on the county council’s website for each parish. After and during
lockdown it has been very refreshing to be able to use these. However, according to
the Farmers Weekly of 9th April, there has been a 10% increase in dog attacks
compared with last year.
There are calls from the farming industry for dogs to be kept on leads at
all times. Certainly if a footpath crosses a field with sheep it is essential
the dog is on a lead. Sheep always run away from people or dogs. Dogs
will then always give chase with sometimes catastrophic consequences.
To hear from a dairy farmer about another concern, disease, then watch
a video of Mr Frost at fwi.co.uk/neospora-video. In my fields, we often find
snipe, some skylarks and an LBJ (little brown job) with white down the sides of its tail
feathers and also hares. If you let your dog roam from the footpath then these will be
disturbed and absent. With cattle likewise keep the dog on a lead. Cattle are inquisitive
and may come over to look at you but if they chase you release the dog. It will be the
dog to which they are objecting. Do enjoy walking in our beautiful countryside
following the Countryside Code which could be summarized as “leave everything as
you found it.”
Blue Peter’s green badge. As a result of contact from the National Farmers Union
(NFU), Blue Peter have updated their website to reflect that buying seasonal food or
local grass-fed meat is a sustainable choice as part of a healthy, balanced diet. Thank
you Blue Peter. On our farm, as on most around the country, the meat we produce is
almost entirely grass fed. We give our goat does a few concentrates just for a few
weeks prior to kidding.
Richard Graham

M. Franks & Sons

Independent Family Funeral Directors
* Private Chapel of Rest *
* 24 Hour Personal & Caring Service *
* Home Visiting Service *
Bath Road, Ashcott,
Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 9QT
Telephone: 01458 210627 or 01458 860157
Email: mfranksandsons@gmail.com
Website: www.mfranksandsons.co.uk
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CHARITY CLOSE UP
Somerset Sight is a local
charity which has been
supporting sight impaired
people across Somerset
for over a hundred years and in 2019 won the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service.
One of our services is the Volunteer Visiting Service whereby volunteers are matched
locally with a sight impaired person for regular visits for company and support, and also
helps alleviate their loneliness and isolation.
Volunteers help with a variety of tasks such as reading, correspondence, or making
appointments, going out for a drive or just a cup of tea and a chat. Many volunteers
get great satisfaction and enjoyment from their voluntary work, many friendships are
formed and the people they support very much look forward to their visits. At the
current time as face to face visits are not permissible, the service continues with
regular phone calls until such time as a visit is allowed again.
For anyone who is sight impaired and would like to know more about our services or if
anyone would like to volunteer for the Visiting Service, please contact us on 01823
333818 for further information.
We look forward to hearing from you soon!
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OTHERY VILLAGE NEWS
BARRY PEACOCK
Tribute
It was with great sorrow we received the news that, after two strokes, Barry had
passed away so soon after leaving Othery to live near his son Philip and daughter-in-law
Shirley.
With his wife Barbara, who died in 2019, Barry came to live in Othery more than 30
years ago and they had soon become fully engaged with St Michael's Church as PCC
members and helping fundraising.
Barry was a bellringer and became Captain of the Tower for many years. He was also a
Deputy Churchwarden and our Covenant and Gift Aid Officer and during the
renovation of our church tower he did a lot of the paperwork which was required.
Short Mat Bowls was another of Barry's keen interests and as he was a lovely kind and
friendly person who was well respected by the whole community he will be missed by
all especially by St Michael's.
'Well done thou good and faithful servant; Rest in Peace.'
Mervyn Winslade and Margaret Harris, Othery Churchwardens

Memorial Peal
A half-muffled quarter peal of 1,260
changes of Bob Doubles was rung in
Barry Peacock's memory and for his
service as the Bell Tower Captain of
St Michael's, Othery, for over
thirty years. The quarter peal was
rung in Ringing Room UK, Somerset
(a co-ordinated online event of
ringers from separate towers in the
Bridgwater District) on Sunday 28
March and took 49 minutes. The
ringers were:
1 Julie Preece (Westonzoyland)
2 Debbie Jane Phipps (Lytchett
Matravers)
3 Charles Hunt (Othery)
4 Margaret Furner (Burnham on Sea)
5 Michael T Howes (Middlezoy,
Conductor)
6 Andy Pearce (Westonzoyland)
Charles Hunt, St Michael's Bell Tower
Captain
(Othery Village News continues on
page 14)
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CHURCH AND CHAPEL SERVICES FOR MAY 2021
At the time of compiling this edition Funerals (maximum attendees 30) and Weddings
(maximum attendees 15) in church and chapels are permitted.
For the MOMSS&G villages contact details are as follows:
Methodists:
9.30am Services on YouTube: connection via the homepage of
www.rowbartonmethodist.org.uk
10.30am Services on Zoom: connection link details from email address:
chris@revbrown.co.uk
Anglicans:
For village services not held in church but held online (followed by social chats) the
connection details are available from each village’s churchwardens or contacts listed on
the inside back cover.
To make sure the services are going ahead as planned please contact the
churchwardens or village contacts listed on the inside back cover.
The Church of England and Methodist Council continue to give their permission and
support for online participation via Zoom and similar portals such as YouTube.
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SERVICES READINGS FOR MAY 2021
Listed below are the Common Worship readings and lessons for each of the following
days:
DATE

SEASON

READINGS

MAY
2 Sun

Fifth Sunday of
Easter

OT:
Genesis, chapter 22, verses 1 to 18
Psalm: 22, verses 25 to the end
Epistle: Acts, chapter 8, verses 26 to the end

9 Sun

Sixth Sunday of
Easter

OT:
Isaiah, chapter 55, verses 1 to 11
Psalm: 98
Epistle: Acts, chapter 10, verses 44 to the end

13 Thu

Ascension Day OT:
Psalm:
Epistle:
Gospel:

16 Sun

Seventh Sunday
of Easter

OT:
Ezekiel, chapter 36, verses 24 to 28
Psalm: 1
Epistle: Acts, chapter 1, verses 15 to 17 and
21 to the end
Gospel: John, chapter 17, verses 6 to 19

23 Sun

Day of
Pentecost
(Whit Sunday)

OT:
Ezekiel, chapter 37, verses 1 to 14
Psalm: 104, verses 26 to the end
Epistle: Acts, chapter 2, verses 1 to 21
Gospel: John, chapter 15, verses 26 and 27 and
chapter 16, verses 4b to 15

30 Sun

Trinity Sunday OT:
Isaiah, chapter 6, verses 1 to 8
Psalm: 29
Epistle: Romans, chapter 8, verses 12 to 17
Gospel: John, chapter 3, verses 1 to 17

JUNE
3 Thu

Corpus Christi
(Thanksgiving for
Holy Communion)

6 Sun

First Sunday after OT:
1 Samuel, chapter 8, verses 4 to 20
Trinity (Proper
Psalm: 138, verses 25 to the end
5)
Epistle: 2 Corinthians, chapter 4, verses 13 to
chapter 5, verse 1
Gospel: Mark, chapter 3, verses 20 to the end

Daniel chapter 7, verse 9 to 14
47
Acts, chapter 1, verses 1 to 11
Luke, chapter 24, verse 44 to the end

OT:
Genesis, chapter 14, verses 18 to 20
Psalm: 116, verses 10 to 17
Epistle: 1 Corinthians, chapter 11, verses 23 to 26
Gospel: John, chapter 6, verses 51 to 58

13

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH
Services
Until the end of June we are continuing to have Sunday services only online via Zoom.
Othery Street Fayre
Because the government's pandemic restrictions will still be in place beyond our traditional
date this year we have had to postpone it again. Instead we are planning the Street Fayre
for Saturday 18 June 2022.
Tabletop Sales etc
So instead of the Street Fayre we have started planning to hold tabletop sales of cakes,
crafts, bric-a-brac, afternoon teas and refreshments, raffle, games, etc in the big barns of
North Lane Farm courtesy of the Betty family on Saturday 31 July. There will also be a Bar
and musical entertainment. The events will be from 2pm to 5.30pm. Tables will be
available to 'rent' at £10 each. Full details and booking forms from Mrs. Eli Busby, Church
Farmhouse, North Lane, Othery, TA7 0QG, tel: 01823 690453.
Vehicles Road Run
Postponed from last year the 2nd annual Classic and Vintage Vehicles Road Run is now
rescheduled for Saturday 18 September. This popular event will again be started by BBC
Radio Somerset personality Sarah Kana-ah. More details next month.
St Michael's Harvest Supper
This is now planned for Monday 27
September in Othery Village Hall. Make
sure to book this date in your diaries.
All these events are to raise funds for the
maintenance and upkeep of the church
and Church Room.
Mervyn Winslade & Margaret Harris,
Churchwardens
OTHERY READING GROUP
'Diary of a Young Naturalist' was the
Reading Group's choice for April. Our
theme this month was climate change and
the young Irish writer, Dara McAnulty,
has much to offer. The book chronicles
his world through the four seasons starting with Spring when he was fourteen
and ending with Winter when he was
about to be fifteen. He is a naturalist,
conservationist and activist who has
received many awards already for his
conservation work, including the
Wainwright Prize for the best writing on
nature in 2020 for this, his first book. The
autistic teenager was the youngest
recipient of this prestigious award.
Apart from his joy, excitement and deep
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connection to the natural world the book gives us insight into his feelings and
sensitivities as well as the ways in which others sometimes regard him. 'Loved it', 'a
jewel', 'wonderful', 'extraordinary', 'fantastic', 'inspirational' were some of the
comments made by the Reading Group members who were mainly of one mind in our
praise. Many of us suggested that it should be on the curriculum of every school. We
reflected that our time outside the house would never be the same as we listen, look,
smell and feel the power of the natural world. Even our one less than enthusiastic
member admitted to having enhanced awareness of the natural environment.
If you only read one book this year our advice is to read this and reflect on the future
of our planet.
Our next book is 'Kindred' by Octavia Butler.
Jane Clay, Othery Reading Group

MOORLINCH VILLAGE NEWS
EASTER AT ST MARY'S
Although we were unable to hold an Easter service in our church on Easter Sunday
we did decorate the church porch and hold a socially-distanced, COVID-friendly egg
rolling competition.
Jenny and Sharon did a splendid job of decorating a cross which was outside the porch
and Gilly excelled herself with a beautiful floral decoration inside the porch. With a bit
of jiggery pokery we erected the tomb and Easter garden in the porch and left out
some bright, shiny Easter eggs for people to take.
The winner of the over 16s egg rolling was someone from the Old Vicarage Barn (we
left them to sort that one out!) and Pam’s grandson Zak won the under 16s.
Many thanks to Ian for keeping everyone safe and settling any distance disputes and to
everyone who came up to see the porch decorations and enjoy a scrummy Easter egg.
Jane Stryker
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MOORLINCH CHURCH HALL

This month has been a very
good month for the Moorlinch
Village Church Hall for, in spite
of the frustration of Covid
stopping us opening up as we
would like, we have had a grant
from the Somerset Community
Fund to help with getting this
Moorlinch community space up
and running for the future.
We applied for funds to put in
place necessary sanitising and
PPE equipment and to install
outside 2 community benches
so when or if you visit the hall
there will be somewhere to sit
and rest and take in the view. Here is a picture of some of the Hall Committee, John,
Jenny, Lindsey and David who gave up their time to clear out the borders of the
grounds in preparation to having the benches installed.
Watch this space it will happen soon.
Mary Mason , Chair of the Hall Committee

STAWELL AND SUTTON
MALLET VILLAGE NEWS
More information is available on the website
www.stawellvillage.info
NEWS FROM ST FRANCIS
CHURCH
Thank you to everyone who joined in the
Easter quiz, we raised £245. Janet and
Brian came first winning the Easter
Hamper, Ralph and Anna second, winning
an Easter Egg and Jeannette and Ian came
third, winning a bottle of wine. A big
'Thank You' to Tina Swift for organising it.
For Holy Week, we put some envelopes in
the porch. Each envelope had a Palm
Cross and some seeds in it with a little
explanation of each. This was Jeanette’s
idea and was very much appreciated.
We had a message from Mrs Pam Bird
who was the Organist at Stawell for many
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years. She loved having, “something from home”. Her daughter had taken a couple of
the envelopes for herself and her mother. We hope everyone enjoyed planting the
seeds, perhaps the children can let us know how they are growing.
The church is now open on a Wednesday from10am until 12 noon for Private Prayer.
We hope that by the time you are reading this that services at St Francis will have
resumed, albeit within Covid-19 restrictions. See the services chart on the outside back
cover and church notice board for details.
Rachel Fortune

GREINTON VILLAGE NEWS
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Last November Greinton Parish Meeting held its first meeting in a year on Zoom. Due
to the small population of the parish, instead of a Parish Council, we have a Parish
Meeting. All residents our encouraged to attend and all electors get a vote at the
meeting.
Residents were not only given the opportunity to ask questions of our councillor on
Sedgemoor District Council (Mr Duncan McGinty), but important issues were
discussed such as speeding. The Parish Meeting decided that the best course of action
was to create a petition for a Speed Indicator Device to Somerset County Council
which you can sign on the website: https://www.change.org/Greinton-speed-indicator-device.
Our next meeting will be held on Monday 10 May on Zoom.
The details for this meeting are on a
separate leaflet which will have been
delivered along with MOMSS Magazine.
I will be standing down to go to university
so if you would like to stand for Parish
Chair or know someone who would like
to please do attend.
It has been a great privilege to be your
chair for just under two years during
which I have secured funding to repair the
fingerpost at the turning to Moor Road.
Kind regards,
Camael King, Greinton Parish Meeting Chair
Further Information is available from
greintonvillage@gmail.com or via Greinton
Village in the Somerset Facebook group.
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MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE NEWS
GARDEN ART COMPETITION UPDATE
Garden Art will be returning to Middlezoy on Saturday 5 and Sunday 6 June. Get
creative and construct something which represents a Song Title or a piece of Music in
your front garden. Humour is to be encouraged. Use as much recycled items as
possible and some natural material.
Entry forms will be available from either the Village Shop or 28b or 39 Main Road.
Closing date for entries is Monday 31 May.
We will then need everyone to come out and judge the entries so book the date in
your diaries now.
Voting papers and ballot boxes will be in the bus shelter and church porch during the
event.
Pam Jamieson
LEVELS METHODIST CHAPEL
Glad to be able to report we are back with indoor services. We enjoyed our Good
Friday reflective service with the Cross - thanks to those who came along. We also had
a service on Sunday 11 April and very much hope to continue with Covid-19
restrictions. Our May services are as follows:
Sunday 9th - 10.30am Joint service in the chapel with Middlezoy Church members.
Sunday 23rd - 6.30pm Holy Communion service in the chapel.
Both services with Rev Deborah Kirk.
Come and join us!
Pauline Stewart
HOLY CROSS CHURCH
Easter 2021
The pandemic again
curtailed the Easter
celebrations. The
Reflection on Good
Friday and the
United Benefice
Easter Day service
were on Zoom.
The palm crosses
available in the
porch on Palm
Sunday, the
illuminated cross on
the tower and the
display in the porch
did however
announce Eastertide.
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Services
With the stepped reopening of society the
Sunday services in May will alternate between
being held online and in the church. On
Sunday 23 May there will be Holy
Communion service at Holy Cross and this
will be followed by the Annual Vestry and
Parochial Church Council meetings.
Please come to the service and stay for the
AGMs. Like in many parts of our life, the
pandemic has offered the chance to reassess
what we do and consider changes we need to
make. All contributions would be welcome.
The church remains open for private prayer.
Ian Campbell, Churchwarden
LANGPORT FOODBANK
There is a box in the church porch for
contributions to Langport Foodbank. This is
the food bank which deals with our villages of
Othery and Middlezoy. Contributions will be
taken up to Langport on the first Wednesday
of each month.
Please feel free to get in touch by emailing
shrubrose@yahoo.co.uk.
Jean Campbell
MIDDLEZOY HERITAGE GROUP
The Heritage Group have continued to meet
monthly on Zoom on the first Thursday of
each month. They are following up on several
topics and additional help would be welcome.
The link to meetings will be on the Middlezoy
Village Facebook page at the beginning of each
month. Everybody welcome.
An afternoon of the group’s archived
photographs has been arranged in the
Methodist Chapel on Sunday 25 July.
Ian Campbell
MIDDLEZOY BIODIVERSITY
GROUP
On the second Monday of each month at
7.30pm a group of people meet on Zoom to
try and move forward the biodiversity in our
village. Everyone is very welcome to join us.
Please contact me on shrubrose@yahoo.co.uk if
you would like me to pass on the link to the
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www.blaketraining.co.uk
Email: blake@blaketraining.co.uk
Tel: 01823 690042 Mobile: 07783 305835
Blake Training Centre

Room hire for meetings, talks, training venues
and much ,much more.
Very competitive rates
Food and refreshments can also be provided

Rob Blake - Land based training specialising in
Forestry and Arboriculture including Chainsaw
Maintenance and Cross Cutting, Felling,
Chainsaw Safety and Awareness (SAD),
Climbing and Aerial Rescue, Brushcutters,
Chippers etc
Sarah Blake - Food Safety training for the
manufacturing and catering sectors. Other
courses offered: First Aid, Health and Safety,
Nutrition, Management.

Please contact us for prices and full details
Admin address: Lanlivery, Main Road,
Middlezoy, TA7 0PB

next meeting.
We have managed to organise a new mowing schedule for the churchyard and roped
off areas which will be left to grow to allow us to see what is actually growing there.
We are hoping to organise people from the Somerset Botanical Group to come and
conduct a plant survey. This will give us a benchmark from which to work. We have
also potted up many primroses which were very compacted and, when their root
system is strong, they will be relocated to increase the beautiful display we have had
this year.
There is also a seed swap being set up in the church porch. Look out for more details
on Facebook or walk up to the church porch and see what it has to offer.
Jean Campbell, Middlezoy Biodiversity Group
MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE HALL
Middlezoy Community Project (MCP)
On Friday 2 July the Ember Theatre (embertheatrecompany.weebly.com) will be putting
on Shakespeare’s ‘As You Like it’ as an outside event at the recreation ground. The
event entry begins at 5.30pm and tickets are available at www.wegottickets.com/
event/512915. The Summer Fete will take place on Sunday 11 July and for your musical
entertainment we will be hosting the Taunton Ukulele Band, The P’hogues and The
Liberty Sisters supported by dancers. There will be an ‘open mic’ session for all
Middlezoy budding musicians. Children will be entertained by a circus workshop,
balloon art, crazy races and story teller. We will have bouncy castles, birds of prey
demonstration, alpacas, vintage vehicles and much, much more. On Saturday 24 July we
have invited the tribute band, Queen, back who will now be held outside in a marquee.
Many of you have retained your tickets so I hope you are looking forward to this. If you
have given up your tickets or you would like to join us, there will be more tickets
available in the very near future. All our events will be supported by a licensed bar.
Mike Birks
The Humble Sparrow
Whether in a house, a tree or hedge
it really doesn’t matter.
We all have heard the sound they make
a simple chitter-chatter.

They don’t hold back when food’s about
and often there’s a fight….
To be the first to reach and eat
the diners’ next delight.

They’re not so fussy where they live
in Eton or in Harrow.
A palace or a little house
would suit the humble sparrow.

It’s not for me to wonder why
a sparrow is so bold.
But proof is there for all to see….
Their fate is yet untold.

We see them on our journeys
when around the world we go.
They find a meal in any place
as all good sparrows know.

Their future is uncertain….
Will the sparrows’ voice be heard?
Let’s hope we never live to lose
this chirpy little bird.
Roy A Fortune

When sat at cafés in the street
we often see them flitting.
Catching crumbs to steal a meal
around where we are sitting.
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CRAFTY CORNER
MODEL ROPE MAKING MACHINE (or machine for making model rope)
In March’s magazine article I described how I made a small spinning wheel to ply
cottons together to produce yarn for use with my model rope making machine …..
A trip to the Rope Walk at The Historic Dockyard at Chatham (highly recommended if
you are in the area) got me thinking about model ships. If you have spent hundreds of
hours making a scale model sailing ship you are not going to make the rigging from
garden string. You need scale model rope. To make this you need a rope making
machine. At Chatham they use bicycles to set up the strands from one end to the other
of the quarter mile long rope walk but for model ships’ rigging the length of my kitchen
table is probably enough!
The knitters amongst you will understand the difference between 2, 3 and 4 ply wool.
Well rope making is very similar. Fibres such as hemp,
manila, sisal or synthetics etc., are spun into yarns.
These yarns are then plied, with the opposite twist,
into strands. The strands are then plied, again with the
opposite twist, to form a stable rope, the number of
strands depending on the type and size of rope to be
made.
I found several small rope making machines on the
internet so I had the basic design. My scrap box came
up with a suitable set of
gears for the twister. These gears were mounted on a
frame made from an off-cut of steel angle.
The ‘tail’ end of the machine is again made from steel
angle plate with a swivel which allows the strands, twisted
by the handle at the other end, to form the rope. The
strands are allowed to twist evenly by fitting a 3 or 4
grooved wooden bobbin,
which keeps the strands
separate until the rope begins to form behind it.
Now a full size rope machine needs at least a couple of
people to work it, but I only
have me so I added two
small locking levers, one at
each end, to stop the strands
unravelling.
While the rope making machine was an interesting project
it was also fun to see the rope being formed, even on a
small scale model. At Chatham it was really impressive to watch the long thick ships’
rope being twisted.
Now I’m not into model ship making but I was able to make multi-coloured rope that
was perfect for my hand-made leather money bags.
Mark Davis
(I have since found out that scale rope can be purchased but where is the fun in that?)
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USEFUL INFORMATION
DEFIBRILLATOR MACHINES
From the scene of an incident, call 999, ask for Ambulance.
Ascertain the condition of the patient. If a defibrillator is required give the following
information about the nearest machine.
Call sign
Greinton Phone Box
TA7 9BW
CHT-RT-1583
Middlezoy Chapel
TA7 0NZ. SC0253
Middlezoy Village Hall
TA7 0PG
SC0254
(machine at car park end)
Moorlinch Farm
TA7 9BU
Othery Village Hall
TA7 0QU
Stawell Village Hall
TA7 9AD
Within 200m of a defibrillator they can give you the code to open the cabinet on post
code alone, farther away the call sign is required.
HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING & REFUSE COLLECTIONS
The recycling and rubbish collections for all the MOMSS & G area are as follows:
Recycling Boxes:
Friday 7 May: Thursdays 13, 20, 27 May: Friday 4 June
Black Wheeled Bins:
Garden Waste Bins:
Thursdays 13 and 27 May
Wednesdays 12 and 26 May
RECYCLING CENTRES
From 1 April Summer opening hours begin 9am-6pm weekdays and 9am-4pm weekends.
Full details of each site, location, opening times, materials they will accept etc can be
found at www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycling/centres
MOBILE LIBRARY
This service continues on a Friday every 4 weeks.
Next visit: 21 May
Stawell Village Hall:
9.50am - 10.30am
Moorlinch Tapmoor
Road Junction
10.45am - 11.15am
Middlezoy Main Road
Bus Stop
12.30pm - 1.10pm
For further information
about reading books online
contact Libraries Direct on
0300 123 2224 or visit
www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries
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MOMSS COMMUNITY INFORMATION
Please advise momssgeditor@live.co.uk of amendments/additions
CHURCH INFORMATION
Priest-in-Charge
Rev Andrea Harwood 01458 443239 vicarmomss@gmail.com
Sunday mornings, Tuesdays and Wednesdays plus half a day on Saturdays (by arrangement)
United Benefice Readers
Pauline Davies 01278 451280 and Richard Graham 01278 722284
Parish Auxiliary Lay Ministers
Mervyn Winslade (Othery); Ruth Peberdy and Roger Harding (Stawell)
Churchwardens
Middlezoy: Ian Campbell 01823 698790
Othery: Mervyn Winslade 01823 698368 and Margaret Harris 01823 698838
Moorlinch: Fiona Hixon 01458 211096
Stawell contact: Rachel Fortune 01278 723416
Sutton Mallet contact: Brian Lishman 01278 722579
Greinton contact: Jean Heywood 01458 210497
METHODIST CHURCH MINISTER
Middlezoy: Rev Deborah Kirk 01823 334854

PARISH COUNCILS/MEETINGS
Middlezoy—Chairman: Paul Baker 01823 698082
Othery—Chairman: Tony Bostock 01823 690112
Moorlinch—Meeting Chairman: Ron Hixon 01458 211096
Stawell and Sutton Mallet—Chairman: Brian Lishman 01278 722579
Greinton—Enquiries: Toby Crispin 01458 210227
DISTRICT PCSOs
Kim Wrixon 07889 658309; Lora Bray 07720 642007
VILLAGE AGENTS
Middlezoy, Othery, Moorlinch, Stawell, Sutton Mallet and Greinton:
Claire Baker, email: claireb@somersetrcc.org.uk or 07494 883654
HELPFUL NUMBERS
Middlezoy: School 01823 698465; The George Inn 01823 698215;
P.O. 01823 698981 - Open: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 8:45am-12pm, 2pm-5pm
Shop 01823 587222 - Mornings - Open: Monday to Saturday 8.45am-11am
Afternoons - Open: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 3pm-5pm
Othery: School 01823 698464; The London Inn 01823 698416
Maisey’s Bakery 01823 698244; Open Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat: 8.30am-2pm,
Hot Takeaway: 8.30am-12 noon
Moorlinch: Ring O’Bells 01458 210358; Garage 01458 210298;
VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS
Middlezoy Village Hall 01823 690598; Othery Village Hall 01823 690482;
Moorlinch Church Hall 01458 210755;
Stawell & Sutton Mallet Village Hall 01278 723665; Greinton Village Hall 01458 210277
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DATE

SEASON

METHODISTS

ANGLICAN

MAY
2 Sun

Fifth Sunday of
Easter

9.30am (YouTube) and
10.30am United Benefice Service
10.30am (Zoom) Services online via Zoom (followed by social
online
chats)

9 Sun

Sixth Sunday of 10.30am Joint service at
Easter
Chapel with Middlezoy
Church

16 Sun

Seventh Sunday 9.30am (YouTube) and
10.30am United Benefice Service
of Easter
10.30am (Zoom) Services online via Zoom (followed by social
online
chats)

23 Sun

Day of
Pentecost

9.30am (YouTube) and
10.30am (Zoom) Services
online
6.30pm HC service at
Middlezoy Chapel

30 Sun

Trinity
Sunday

9.30am (YouTube) and
10.30am United Benefice Service
10.30am (Zoom) Services online via Zoom (followed by social
online
chats)

JUNE
6 Sun

First Sunday
after Trinity

9.30am (YouTube) and
10.30am service inside the church at
10.30am (Zoom) Services Middlezoy
online
10.30am online service via Zoom –
Othery (followed by social chats)
10.30am outdoor service at Moorlinch
church (or online via Zoom if the
weather is unsuitable; check contacts
for updates)
10.30am service inside the church at
Stawell
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10.30am online service via Zoom –
Othery (followed by social chats)
10.30am outdoor service at Moorlinch
church (or online via Zoom if the
weather is unsuitable; check contacts
for updates)
10.30am service inside the church at
Stawell

10.30am service inside the church at
Middlezoy followed by AVM & APCM
10.30am online service via Zoom –
Othery (followed by social chats)
10.30am outdoor service at Moorlinch
church (or online via Zoom if the
weather is unsuitable; check contacts
for updates)
10.30am service inside the church at
Stawell

