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FROM THE EDITOR

You may be peering at your screen through an ever-growing thicket. Hopefully, it will not
be for too much longer as business gradually resumes. The July edition should be printed
and the deadlines are set accordingly.
There are few regular articles, but after the village news there is a section of general
interest. This includes an article on bats, a new quiz and answers to last month’s, and
another of Roger’s delicious recipes.
Please keep the copy coming, if there is not space in one month writings, pictures and
cartoons can be held over.
Gill Wilkinson (Editor June 2020)

NEED ADVICE IN THESE TIMES?
During times of such severe restrictions and financial worries feeling lonely or helpless
is something we all need to manage so a phone call to the following charity helplines is
a possible way forward.
Childline: 0800 1111
Samaritans: 116 123
Domestic Violence Hotline: 0808 2000 247
The Survivors Trust: 0808 801 0181
Mind: 0300 123 3393
Age UK: 0800 169 6565
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
These will come in the fullness of time, there will be an end to lockdown, eventually.

BENEFICE, DEANERY AND DIOCESAN ITEMS
CHURCHES AND CHAPELS REMAIN CLOSED
Whilst the lockdown continues our churches and chapels have to remain closed. Also
the official guidance is not to cut the grass around the church, this may look untidy but
wildlife will thrive. The guests in the bug hotels will have a daily picnic, whilst shrews
and voles will feed on the bugs. When the church is open again for thanksgiving and
celebration, the news will fly and the bells will ring. Watch this space.
RECOGNISE THE ONE WHO STANDS BESIDE YOU
‘Stay alert’ is the message as we ‘ease out of lockdown’. We know
that for some there is little ease as we begin to re-engage with a
world that is still fearful of Covid-19 and uncertain about its future.
The requirement to ‘stay alert’ is to encourage us to watch out for
signs of the virus and protect ourselves and others as necessary.
We’ve just celebrated Pentecost, often recognised as the birthday of
the Church. Jesus’ message to his followers as he left them to return
to his Father was that they were to ‘stay alert’, not to guard against
something fearful to come but rather to be watchful for the Spirit that would free
them from fear. It didn’t mean that there weren’t still physical dangers to face but
rather that their spiritual lives should grow in boldness.
We have seen much courage exhibited throughout this crisis to date. Key workers
who have continued to serve us day by day even whilst most of us have remained at
home. The NHS has quite rightly been applauded and appreciated at this time and
there are so many more.
I’ve been especially impressed by our schools and their teams who have largely been
open throughout this period to provide care for key worker families and vulnerable
children. Even at weekends and during this past half term holiday they have been
tirelessly supporting their local communities. Staying alert to the needs of our young,
they have shown their commitment and care. I want to express my huge gratitude to
them!
As we move into June we may be seeing more children returning to schools having
been home-schooled for a time. This will not be without fear for some and a need to
be especially alert to physical dangers. Whatever the situation we find ourselves to be
in at this point, we are reminded that we have a Comforter, an Advocate, the Holy
Spirit, who strengthens and encourages our faith even at times of doubt and anxiety.
Whether still at home and isolated or beginning a return to wider community life, may
you find yourself being alert for and recognising the one who stands alongside you, the
Spirit, who is friend, guardian and comforter. With every good wish
The Rt Rev Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton
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DEANERY NEWS
I hope you are all managing to keep safe
and well during these strange times we
are living through.
It would be great to hear how you are
managing to keep in touch with each
other within your parishes. There will
be many of you with great stories to
tell. These could be an
encouragement to others who are
finding life difficult. So do let us have
any stories you are willing to share so
that we can circulate.
There may be things your parish/
benefice is doing that others might not
have thought of. We need to spread
the helpful suggestions as widely as
possible,
Clearly we are not able to meet at the
moment. However there are the
Church of England and Diocesan web
sites. Both have resources that can be
helpful. Daily Hope, launched by the
Archbishop recently, is a free national
phone line to bring worship and prayer
into people's homes while church buildings are closed. The number is 0800 804 8044.
There is a Chaplaincy listening service for anyone anxious about the effects of COVID
19 on their lives. It could be facing end of life issues, bereaved or concerned about
someone in hospital, residential care or isolated at home. It could be for a family
member, friend, colleague or neighbour, or someone they have been caring for through
their work. The service also offers a listening ear to those who are worried about
loved ones who are gravely ill when they may not visit; unable to see the body after
death or attend a funeral; key
workers affected by workrelated issues, perhaps
overwhelmed by everything
they have to deal with.
To use this service call: 0330
229 1700 between 8am-11pm
7 days a week. All calls are
confidential.
Mary Marston
mm.edgarley@gmail.com
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REGULAR ITEMS
SEDGE MOORS TWINNING ASSOCIATION
Launch of SMTA Lottery
The SMTA fundraising lottery was launched in March. Based on a 100 Club format, there
are just 100 tickets each priced at £10 and the draw date will be 25 July 2020. The prizes
are: 1st £250, 2nd £125, 3rd £75.
Tickets can be purchased by anyone and available from the committee members.
Anita Winslade, Treasurer 01823 698368
SKY AT NIGHT
June
Sunrise Sunset
Beginning of June 5.01am-9.17pm
End of June 5.00am-9.29pm
Moon Phases
Full 5 June - Last Quarter 13 June
New Moon 21 June - First Quarter 28 June
Planets
Both Jupiter and Saturn now rise before midnight in the East and Mars rises at 1.30 with all
planets becoming brighter now. Venus which we lost in the western evening sky last
month is now a bright morning star in the eastern dawn sky mid month.
Stars
A small offset square of stars high in the southern sky during late evening this month is the
centre of the Constellation of Hercules; this square is known as the Keystone. If you look
a small way down from the top right star of this square you will see a slightly fuzzy star
which is M13 the brightest globular star cluster in the northern sky containing almost a
million stars. A pair of binoculars or a small telescope will show this as a bright patch of
light; large telescopes show individual Stars.
Phenomena
The Summer Solstice is on the 20 June, this is midsummer’s day when the Sun reaches its
most northerly point in the sky and we have the longest day and shortest night.
Paul Adamson, 01823 698156
SOMERSET LEVELS STARGAZERS
Our proper meetings are suspended until further notice but we now hold online meetings
which are proving a great success.
Our June meeting is on the 24th at 7.30pm and our guest is
the Chairman of Wells and Mendip Astronomers Hugh Allan
who will talk about Spectroscopy. If you would like to join
this on-line Zoom meeting please contact us at
somersetlevelsstargazers@hotmail.com and we will send you
details. We have a website somersetlevelsstargazers.co.uk which
has lots of interesting sections and you can also follow us on
Facebook.
Paul Adamson, 01823 698156
somersetlevelsstargazers@hotmail.com; http://somersetlevelsstargazers.co.uk
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OTHERY VILLAGE NEWS
MAISEY'S BAKERY ADDITIONAL OPENING HOURS
We are opening a little more for bread, rolls, pies, pasties and cakes. We are also
selling Hot Takeaway Breakfast Torpedo Rolls.
If you would like to pre order any of the above please ring 01823 698244. We will be
adhering to social distancing and only allowing one person in the shop at any time.
Thank You and Stay Safe.
Opening Times :
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday
Shop
Hot Takeaway
8.30am – 2.00pm
8.30am – 12.00
Tonia and Russel Maisey
WHEN IS OTHERY STREET FAYRE?
Because of the COVID-19 pandemic sadly we have had to postpone the annual Street
Fayre for this June until we can arrange a future date, possibly later this year or else on
Saturday 19 June 2021.
We thank all our patrons and supporters and look forward to contacting you again in
the not too distant future.
Mervyn Winslade
(OSF Chairman)
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RAFFLE FOR ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH
The Church relies on the fundraising from the Street
Fayre to stay afloat. With Mervyn’s agreement I am
going to be running a raffle in aid of St Michael's
Church.
If you are able to donate a prize please let me know
and I can add it to the list. Likewise, if you would like
tickets then please let me know so we can sort
payments.
The draw will be held on Saturday 20 June, which
would have been Street Fayre day. This will be
streamed live over the Street Fayre Facebook page.
Tickets will be £1. A list of prizes will be sent out in due course.
Anthony Betty 07801 233676 anthonybetty@hotmail.co.uk
OTHERY READING GROUP
The book for May was ‘The Bees’ by Laline Paull. The author writes about a
totalitarian state set in the context of the matriarchal society of the beehive.
The details of the apiary are exact, but the emotions are human. Like every
totalitarian regime the hive has its mantras: ‘Accept, obey and serve’;
‘Deformity is evil, deformity is not permitted’, and the penalty for failure to
conform is death.
The hero is a lowly sanitation bee Flora 717. We follow her from birth to
death, meanwhile taking in the life of the hive. The Queen for whom the hive
will sacrifice itself, the arrogant drones who will die on the mating flight, the
nursery with the larvae, the foraging for the nectar to make the honey comb. The
vicissitudes of bees which include: depletion of nectar bearing plants, noxious chemicals,
plague and attacks by wasps. These features underlie others to which our society can
relate: internal massacres, religious purges and external invasions.
Despite the dystopian theme, it is intriguing and the language is richly descriptive, the
colour of the bluebottle is ‘metallic turquoise’. Sympathy for Flora and her perils leads the
reader on from chapter to chapter to see how her life will end.
The group’s feelings were mixed, most enjoyed the book and related it to Watership
Down, The Handmaids Tale and The Once and Future King, (the young Arthur’s
experiences as differing life-forms). Two of the group disliked anthropomorphism and
found the book too ‘bee-ish’.
Following the current social distancing requirements our usual monthly meeting was carried
out on Zoom.
Next month we will each be talking about a book we have enjoyed.
Anyone interested in the Book Reading Group please contact martinwall1@mac.com
Gill Wilkinson
OTHERY PARISH COUNCIL
Your Parish Council continues to communicate by email and respond to issues. G Wagen
James continues to cut the grass in the cemetery and the playing field and has to be
paid. All the financial transactions for April will be posted on the Parish Council
Noticeboard.
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Slope and access gate to the
playing field: The contractor started
the project but because of the
lockdown he has suspended all
work. The Clerk will apply for RLT2
funds which are available once
normality returns to SDC as nearly all
staff are working from home.
Green Bin Collection: Somerset
Waste Partnership suspended the
collection and once it resumes the 12
month’s fee already paid will thus start
changing the paying year in future. As
the bin was full Cllr Betty has emptied
it behind the car park but that will be
cleared over time once the collections
start again. Somerset Waste
Partnership are considering starting the
green bin collection again and they are
under pressure to reopen the recycling
centres to try and cut down the
irresponsible fly tipping.
Urgent Matters at the discretion
of the Chairman: In these difficult
times the Parish Council have been
asked for their assistance and the following were acted upon. Cllr Jennings responded
to a request for a delivery from the Food Bank by collecting it herself for the family. A
concern for welfare of a resident was dealt with by members of the Parish Council and
all was well with the individual. Cllr Bostock responded to a concern for a new
resident from the Head of Othery School and the matter was resolved.
John Swayne, Clerk to the Council, 01278 662188, j.swayne@btinternet.com
OTHERY VILLAGE HALL
The hall will remain closed until we have the all clear
to resume normal social distancing and functions and
activities can start again.
Stephen Richards-Bond (Chair) 07846 444003;
Bookings; Ella Maisey 01823 690482 or 07814
754127
Email: otheryvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk
Website: www.otheryvillagehall.org.uk
Facebook: Othery Village Hall
Postal: Othery Village Hall, Fore Street, Othery, TA7 0QU
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MOORLINCH VILLAGE NEWS
MOORLINCH PLANT SALE 2020
This year’s Plant Sale almost didn't
happen.
But thanks to Jenny's persistence and
forward planning we have had a very
good event where we have been able
to observe all necessary social
distancing, minimal money handling,
vigilance with pot cleaning and hand
sanitising. We, as the Social
Committee for the Hall, are faced
with an almost impossible task of
trying to raise any funds at present in
these difficult circumstances, so can
only thank everybody involved in
either growing the plants for sale,
manning the tables or being the
generous customers with their
donation and, of course, the Good
Neighbours group for helping with those that couldn’t get out.
Thank you everybody and well done.
Mary Mason, Chair MCHSC
CHARLIE’S BUG HOTEL
Hi, my name is Charlie Williams and I
live in Moorlinch. I am 7 years old.
During lockdown, I have been playing
outside and doing work. I also made a
bug hotel.
I made it out of a pallet. We turned it
on its side and my Dad nailed some
boards on it to make shelves. I filled
them with natural materials to make
different habitats. For example, moss
and rotten wood for woodlice.
My favourite part is the snail bit which
has compost, pebbles, a few sticks and I
feed them leaves and vegetables.
My next project is to make a home just
for snails. I've drawn my designs
already. Watch this space!
Charlie Williams
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THE MOORLINCH GOOD NEIGHBOURS
The Moorlinch Good Neighbours have been kept busy throughout the
month of May. So far we have supported 22 neighbours through our
scheme, and many of them multiple times. We have been delighted to be
able to support our community in this way. With Volunteers Week in June,
this is an opportune time to say, ‘Thank You’, to our fabulous volunteers.
Future opportunities, setting up for donation and applying for grant funding
is part of our plan. We aim to offer some community learning in the not too distant future.
We can offer regulated programmes of Mental Health First Aid Level 1, 2 or 3 and
Emergency First Aid at Work Level 3. Some places will be offered free of charge, or at low
cost. Free places will be limited and apply to Moorlinch village volunteers and residents,
however the low cost training will be open to all of the local villages.
For further details, please contact 07859826211 or moorlinchgoodneighbours@mail.com or via
the website at https://moorlinch.wixsite.com Carla Pither
RING O’BELLS IN LOCKDOWN
We have owned the Ring O' Bells pub in Moorlinch for nearly 18 years
and have always been lucky to be supported from the village and other
neighbouring villages but even more so now. We introduced a Take
Away Food Menu as soon as the Coronavirus pandemic put us on
lockdown measures and also offer a Take Away Drinks Service. If
anyone would like food or drink they need to call us on 01458 210358
to place their order and we will allocate a collection time so as to
ensure social distancing measures. Unfortunately all of our staff were furloughed but we are
lucky to have two teenage daughters who can help provide the service whilst also keeping

Proudly flying our new flag
on St Mary’s
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them safe. We have also been fortunate to work with the Moorlinch Good Neighbours
group and have been able to provide basic provisions to the community. The takeaway
service of food and drinks is going very well and we even provide a traditional roast dinner
on Sundays with a special offer where the dessert is only £2.00. We are now able to stock a
real ale. Trish and Clive Davies

STAWELL AND SUTTON MALLET VILLAGE NEWS
More information is available on the website www.stawellvillage.info
STAWELL HERITAGE SOCIETY IN LOCKDOWN!
Though we have been unable to meet up, several of our members have been busy
researching.
Brian and Janet Scowcroft have been looking at the manager’s Minute Book for the Stawell
and Sutton Mallet School. “It tells much about the development of the school during the first
half of the twentieth century but the frustration is that we want to explore further and seek
out registers, school logs and the individual memories in order to round out the study, it will
be possible one day soon. Several correspondents wrote the notes in the book and the
standard of handwriting was somewhat variable! One person in particular has attracted our
interest. Caroline Tiley is identified in the 1881 census as being the elementary school
teacher living in School Cottage. She is aged just 24, having moved here from Bradford on
Avon. She was born to a blacksmith and a straw bonnet maker and was just one child in a
large family. Miss Tiley stayed in the village until her retirement aged 65 in 1920 having spent
over 40 years as teacher and later, head teacher. Her time at the school coincided with much
educational and social change which she seems to have navigated with success (although bad
plumbing and leaky toilets seem a recurring theme in the minute book!) Hers is a name that
isn't remembered as far as I know in the village, but a person who, in her day would have
been central to the lives of many.”
Anne Griffin has also been involved in studying particular houses in the two villages with a
view to developing a time line, identifying the date of buildings, events and celebrations etc.
We know the listed houses, also that one house was built last year in Stawell and an
extension this year.
Again we need the photographs and
memorabilia to bring this to life. When
was yours built?
History starts yesterday and it grows
backwards very quickly. So please look
out any photographs of your premises
and families with dates if possible or let
us know any memories you have.
Please send any information to us, c/o
Jackie Lusty, The Laurels, Ford Lane,
Stawell, email jackie_lusty@hotmail.com,
01278723134
You’ll never have a better time to sort out those photographs and documents!
Jackie Lusty
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GREINTON VILLAGE NEWS
COMMUNITY HELP AND CO-OPERATION
In an effort to provide some community support within the Parish of Greinton,
we have established a couple of ways of establishing and maintaining contact
between residents. I maintain a list of email addresses of those who want to be
kept informed of what is going on by email; it could be social events, council
notifications of road closures or anything else of general interest.
Only the Chair of Greinton Parish meeting and I have access to the list, which covers about one
third of the households in the village. Your email address will not be divulged to anyone else and
will not be used for any other purpose. If you would like to be included, please send your
contact details to: greintonvillage@gmail.com.
Secondly there is a Facebook Group called Greinton Village Hall which publishes village hall
information for anyone who may be interested. Either can be used to ask for help or to offer it
to anyone who may be in need.
Stay safe during these trying times. Toby Crispin

MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE NEWS
HOLY CROSS CHURCH
Churchyard
There have been several comments on the lack of maintenance in the churchyard. The decision
not to undertake maintenance is based on the recommendations from the Church of England
and the Diocese of Bath and Wells who both state that churchyard maintenance should be not
undertaken during the lockdown. Notices at the churchyard provide further details. Tending of
the graves is permitted.
South Aisle Roof Covering
The inability to raise funds will delay the laying of a permanent covering onto the South Aisle
roof. There is, therefore, a need to lay a more durable temporary covering. Following a request
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from several churches, including ourselves, the Diocesan Advisory Committee (DAC)
has approved the use of a good quality felt as a durable temporary roof covering.
We have instructed our architect to prepare tender documents and we are actively
seeking tenders from three roofing contractors. Hopefully once restrictions are
sufficiently lifted the work can be undertaken.
Bridgwater Foodbank
Bridgwater Foodbank are still operating and with an increased demand for produce.
With the church and chapel both closed the usual collections are not available. If you
would like to donate produce, one of the PCC will take it into Bridgwater every
Monday. Produce can be left in the porch of Lanlivery Main Road Middlezoy TA7 0PB.
Alternatively, the Foodbank accept monetary donations, refer to the Bridgwater
Foodbank website.
Ian Campbell
THE LEVELS METHODIST CHAPEL
It is now two months since we were able to use the
chapel building for worship services and our normal
village activities and groups. If you have not visited
Middlezoy recently, you could be forgiven for thinking
that the Methodist Church would be 'closed'.
But that is not the case at all.
Such is the community spirit and energy in the village,
that a wonderful group of people have organised
themselves in a shopping and food
distribution service for those who are
isolated at home. I am so pleased that
the chapel building is being used by the
shop and community in this way, and I
thank all of you for your vision, and your
determination to support one another at
this difficult time.
The crisis we are facing has brought
tragedy and sadness to many, and has
highlighted much that is wrong about our
world. But it has also drawn out the best
in us, by encouraging us to be more
neighbourly, more compassionate, and
more imaginative in how we are able to
take care of one another. In doing so,
we are following the example that Jesus
gave us - to 'love one another'.
The chapel - the building - may be closed
for worship services just now, but it is
definitely open for service to others.
Actually, worship services in the
Methodist Circuit have gone 'online', and
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can be accessed from 9.30am on a Sunday morning through a link at the top of this
homepage www.rowbartonmethodist.org.uk Why not join us if you can?
In the meantime, stay safe, and I hope to see you all before too long.
You are in my thoughts and prayers.
Rev Deborah Kirk, Methodist Minister
PPE Equipment
Many in the village are making PPE
equipment for the local hospitals and
care homes. At the latest count, and
still counting, 25 full scrub uniforms, 5
scrub tops, 38 face masks, 223 mask
head bands. 49 scrub laundry bags, 20
scrub hats and 16 knitted hearts have
been supplied. There is still a great
demand. For example just one Care
in Community organisation requires
approximately 1000 face masks. If you
can help please contact Ann (698910) or Jean (698790) or look at the Taunton
Scrubbers Facebook page.
PRAYER REQUESTS
Please send any prayer request in at anytime to
middlezoyprayers@gmail.com
We realise that the situation we are in at the moment is very changeable therefore
please ask for prayers when they are needed. A group of us are ready to add your
requests to our prayers. You can be sure everything is done in the strictest confidence.

15

MIDDLEZOY LOCKDOWN ARTS
PROJECT
We’re really enjoying seeing people’s
lockdown art and creative pursuits, from
Easter Bonnets, amazing photography, to
fairy houses! Please do keep positing them
on the Facebook page Middlezoy Arts, or
email photos to
middlezoyartsfestival@outlook.com.
We’ll be asking for pieces for an exhibition
later in the year!
We’ve had a few videos sent from
residents for our collective ‘Day in the Life
of Middlezoy Lockdown’
short film - some wonderful
shenanigans! Please keep
them coming! Anything
around 10-30 seconds for us
to edit would be fab! We’d
like to portray morning to
night so anything and
everything encouraged!
Plans for a festival are still
very much up in the air...
however there will likely be a
celebratory collaboration with
the Parish Council and MCP
to thank villagers, helpers and
spread some joy, at some
point later in the year. Please be patient with us in this as
we find the best way to plan.
Finally, we are attempting to source
withies and are asking for families
or individuals to help repair and
maintain our willow family. Please
get in touch if this is something to
which you would be happy to
contribute.
Stay safe and keep creating!
Art can be such a magical vehicle to bring us together
and get us through such strange times.
The Middlezoy Arts Crew
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VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING
Hi everyone! We are missing seeing you at our
usual Monday morning Coffee Morning. I think
it will be a little time before we can open again
but generally things like outdoor spaces are
opening up. It is good to see some of you out
for your walks and we managed to create a
good village atmosphere for VE day.
Many thanks to those who organised the
timetable and produced the music not only for
this but on every Saturday morning.
Also thanks for the money left by the helpers
for books and puzzles.
If you need books Bev in Back Lane usually has
some outside the Red House from the Coffee
Morning store.
Pauline Steward
MIDDLEZOY SHOP DELIVERY
SERVICE
The Levels Methodist Church is particularly
happy to facilitate this by the use of our school
room to receive produce ready for the home
deliveries on Fridays and Saturdays. What
would we do without them!
Sandy is most grateful for this service as both
she and John are 'shielding'. We have a Circuit
magazine similar to MOMSS and below I give
you an article put in by Sandy at the beginning of this pandemic.
"Out of the bad comes good. This sums up Middlezoy. The younger members of the village
have been amazing. Because of age and health many of the shop volunteers were unable to
continue: enter the 'Young Ones'!
They have organised a ‘helpers' rota, sorted a safe waiting area and written an online order
form for those who cannot get to the shop. Each road in the village has a nominated person
who is available to help in any way required. They also collect the orders and deliver to the
appropriate doorstep. To make life a little easier, extra fridges have been placed in the
Chapel where orders from the customers are put into bags ready to be delivered".
WELL DONE ALL OF YOU - WE ARE MOST GRATEFUL.
Pauline Steward
To order online https://middlezoyvillageshop.mailchimpsites.com/
OR
phone Aviva on 01823 690212.

There is a 50p admin fee for each order.

Place your order by 12noon Saturday to receive your goods on the
following Friday or Saturday.
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MIDDLEZOY SHOP AND POST OFFICE
The Middlezoy Village Shop and Post Office remains open with the following times:
Shop
Post Office
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
8.45am- 11.00am
8.45 am- midday
3.00pm- 5.00pm
2.00pm- 5.00pm
Wednesday, Saturday
8.45am- 11.00am
Closed
To arrange for Bridgwater-based prescription collections to be delivered to Middlezoy
Village Shop, please contact your village helper or Aviva on 01823 690212.
To arrange Middlezoy Newspaper reservations and deliveries please contact Chris East on
07919 540688.
For more information and latest updates, please follow us on the Middlezoy Village Shop
Facebook page.
Rachel Worth, 07702 877511 or 01823 698272 worth.r@outlook.com
MIDDLEZOY COMMUNITY PROJECT
Covid19 continues to disrupt events at the Village Hall, however you can be sure that
your MCP committee will be eager to introduce a full programme when we are able to
meet up again. Our hope is to re-energise our music programme and to plan bonfire night
and Christmas bingo. The Cricket Club are also keen to start playing again as soon as
ECB rules allow.
MCP year end is the 30 June and we are aiming to hold our AGM during the first week in
July. If restrictions are still in place, this will make it difficult but we are looking at all the
options. We will advertise the date and method of holding the meeting on Facebook, on
our own website (see below) and on the usual telegraph pole poster system early in June.
Our long serving and hard working secretary, Caroline Storey, will retire this year as she
now has other commitments and therefore we are looking for a replacement. Duties
include secretary to the committee and hall booking secretary. If you or someone you
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know would be interested in taking on this role, then please let me know on
mjbirks@yahoo.co.uk or 01823 690598.
We will be asking for contributions to our village hall improvement project to refurbish
the toilets in June. This will be based on Crowd Funding and is in support of our
application to the Calor Rural Community Fund which encourages this as a fund raising
mechanism. The fund asks for the community to ‘like’ our project and based on the
number of ‘likes’ we have, it wins us points to get Calor funding.
Please see our website www.middlezoyvillagehall.org for more details of the hall.
Mike Birks, Chairman

SPECIAL INTEREST
BANKSY’S GAME CHANGER
The artist left a note with the artwork for the
hospital workers, which read:
“Thanks for all you’re doing. I hope this brightens the
place up a bit, even if it’s only black and white.”
The painting is set to remain at Southampton General
Hospital until the autumn when it will be auctioned to
raise money for the NHS.

QUIZ FAKE NEWS OR TRUE?
Just for fun!
Here are some statements which might be fake news or true stories. Can you tell the
difference? Answers on page 25
1. Corporal Jackie of the 3rd Transvaal Regiment was the first man to successfully
survive a leg amputation in WWI?
2. Napoleon Bonaparte was attacked by a horde of bunny rabbits?
3. Richard the Lionheart (Richard I) ruled from 1189-1199 as King of England but spent
only 3 years in this country?
4. German U-boat U-1206 was torpedoed and sunk during WWII because of a toilet
malfunction?
5. Records show the first fire hydrant in the USA was invented by Frederick Graff Snr in
1801?
6. In January 1919, the unseasonably warm weather caused a ‘tsunami’ in Boston (USA)?
7. William Shakespeare invented the first ‘Knock, Knock’ jokes?
8. William the Conqueror’s body exploded at his funeral?
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JACOB SHEEP
The arrival of spring is always eagerly awaited – longer days, warmer weather, spring
flowers, birdsong and lambs. A favourite Easter Sunday roast being leg of lamb.
I lost my heart to Jacob sheep a long time ago and had the pleasure of keeping a small flock
for a number of years.
The breed is thought to have originated in the Middle East. There is a biblical reference to
“piebald sheep”. Legend has it that the breed arrived in England in 1588 scrambling ashore
from a shipwrecked Spanish galleon – part of the Armada. Unlikely - although both Jews
and Spaniards were great traders at that time and animals were known to be kept on
board to provide meat and milk for the crew on long voyages.
The Jacob sheep were originally parkland sheep and can be found on the estates of several
‘Grand Houses’ but are now familiar in every part of the British Isles. It is a handsome
sheep with great presence. Alert and intelligent they are hardy and make excellent
mothers frequently producing twins or triplets who they feed well. The meat is tender and
lean with an excellent flavour. The fleece is popular with both spinners and weavers; the
natural undyed wool making elegant and distinctive garments.
Caring for sheep is quite physical. One needs to be nimble and strong. Rams are more
dangerous than bulls because they are less visible and even experienced shepherds have
sustained leg injuries when caught against a hedge, gate or hurdle. Jacobs are horned sheep
– 2-horned in the south and 4-horned in the north and the horns break quite easily before
maturity. Regular handling is necessary. Hooves need trimming approximately every 6
weeks and moving onto fresh pasture at the same time plus regular worming. Shearing is
an annual occurrence in early summer. Lambing is tiring but rewarding. On starting out if
sensible one buys ewes from a registered flock with a known track record. The ewes
become accustomed to the new owner but
it is a different relationship to the one with
the lambs born to those ewes where there
is a developing familiarity and trust between
shepherd and lambs.
I look back with great nostalgia to that time
in my life and my heart still skip a beat if I
glimpse a couple of Jacobs often grazing
with ‘commercials’ or the joy of
unexpectedly finding a whole flock of those
beautiful sheep. Magic!
Marion Mainhood
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DON'T FALL ASLEEP!
It was midday in a very hot and humid jungle, searching
for a lost tribe. We decided to split up and meet again
two hours later. The only trouble was, I got lost,
completely lost my bearings, I seemed to be going
around in circles. Mind you, one banyan tree looks
very much like another! I wasn’t panicking, yet, it had
happened before and it all worked out in the end. I
stopped and looked up into the canopy, I don’t know
why, I had tried everything else, it didn’t help.
Then I distinctly heard voices, yes definitely voices. With a sigh of relief, I made my way
towards the voices.
We were a team of four before we split up so I imagined the other three had managed to find
each other, which made me feel a little foolish. On I walked, the closer I got there seemed to
be more than three people talking, yes defiantly more than three. How could that be, we
thought we were the only ones searching for the lost tribe! I rounded a bend in the jungle
trail, and it was then that I knew why there were more than three voices!
There were about twenty pigmy tribesmen,
faces painted with coloured paint, they wore
necklaces of small bones or teeth and carried
lethal looking spears, they soon surrounded me.
Now I was in big trouble, I tried various friendly
gestures to no avail, it was hopeless, how could I
have got myself into this mess, I wondered what
they had in store for me? Then one of the tribe,
I presume the chief, came up started prodding
me with spear, luckily the blunt end, and turned
to his friends and started nodding his head up
and down with a big grin spreading across his
face. He turned and gestured with his spear, the
pointed end this time, and two of them grabbed hold of me and marched me off back down
the jungle path, the way they had come.
To say I was scared was an understatement, we were told by the university that sponsored
the trip, that the lost tribe were thought to be very shy, didn’t like strangers, that’s why we
decided to split up and search on our own. After about fifteen minutes we reached a clearing
in the jungle, there were huts, some pigs, women and children, they all looked up when they
heard us approaching. The whole tribe came rushing up to gawk at me, things were getting
really serious now.
The next thing they did was to light a fire under a huge pot, now I was really sweating, they
marched me over to the pot and prodded me, indicating that I had to get in the pot. This was
it, my last day on Earth, no time to say goodbye, the end was in sight! My hands were tied
behind my back, standing in an empty pot that was starting to get hot, then men started to
pour water into the pot, oh no, I suddenly felt water trickling down my back!
Then I woke up, I had been dreaming, I was lying on my hot water bottle, and it had split
open!
Roger Harding
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BATS IN SOMERSET
It is a wonderful experience to see bats leaving their nursery at
sunset on a summer evening to begin their nightly hunt. Like mini
torpedoes they launch themselves at the insects which would
otherwise devour my plants and at the mosquitoes that trouble our
evening drinks. A single pipistrelle can consume up to 3,000 insects in
one night, though I have a vision of him flying low and, at daybreak,
being squeezed back into the tiny hole above my kitchen, with his
companions pushing from behind, a fat bat.
An English bat will not suck blood but a mosquito most certainly will. Bats are such useful
mammals: they eat harmful insects, pollinate plants and scatter seeds. Alas! bats have a bad
press. I blame Dracula!
BAT FACTS for those home schooling on a BAT project:
Bats are the only true flying mammals in the world.
Bats are more closely related to humans than they are to mice.
Bats usually only have one baby a year and can live for up to 30 years
All UK bat species use echolocation to navigate and hunt for insects in the dark.
Bat-adapted plants include bananas, dates, vanilla, breadfruit, guavas, iroko timber, balsa
wood, sisal, tequila and chewing gum!
The majority of the world's bats eat insects - just like British bats. In the tropics bats also
eat fruit, flowers, frogs, fish, blood, even other bats.
A tiny pipistrelle (weight 3-8 grams) can eat up to 3,000 insects in a night.
BATS IN SPRING
April
Bats have mainly come out of hibernation and are hungry and active, feeding on most
nights. They may move between several roost sites and can become torpid (cool and
inactive) again when cold.
You will just see black shadows flitting behind trees and buildings.
May
Bats are fully active and feeding. Females start forming maternity colonies and looking for
suitable nursery sites, such as buildings or trees. Males roost on their own or in small
groups.
June
Female bats usually give birth to a single pup, which they feed on their milk. Young bats are
very small (less than 2.5cms) with thin, slightly grey fur. Adult bats will catch thousands of
insects each in a night.
BAT BABY NURSERIES
When the weather gets warmer, usually in early summer, pregnant female bats gather
together in warm, safe places to have their
babies. These roosts are called maternity
roosts. Some groups of bats return to the
same site every year.
A bat’s pregnancy lasts between six and
nine weeks. The length of the pregnancy
depends on the species and can be
22

influenced by weather, climate and availability of food. Bats usually give birth to a single
baby (called a pup) each year. They keep their babies close and nurture them carefully. The
young bats are suckled by their mothers for four to five weeks until they are old enough to
fly. They then begin to venture out from the roost to forage for food.
Bats are very sensitive during the maternity season and may abandon their young if they are
disturbed. As warm, dry indoor spaces like lofts are often ideal for maternity colonies, it’s
very important to check for bats before carrying out any building or remedial work.
BAT RESCUE, DO NOT touch a bat with bare hands, wear thick gloves.
Any bat that is found on the ground, or in an exposed area, especially during the day, is
likely to need help. Finding a grounded or lost bat is a unique experience. For many of you
it may be the first time you have come close to one of these fascinating and unappreciated
little animals. Knowing you've helped a bat to survive is satisfying!
First: does the bat need your help? Probably if out exposed, in the sun and in the way of
domestic animals
Next: make a bat box. You will need:
A shoe box (or similar), with holes punched in the lid
A cloth or tea towel
A plastic bottle cap (milk bottle tops are perfect)
Then: contain the bat as you would a spider, by placing the box on top of it and sliding a
piece of card underneath. If that's not possible, cover the bat with a soft cloth, such as a tea
towel, and carefully scoop it up and place it in your bat box. (It's especially important
to wear gloves if you use the second method.)
Put a tea towel or soft cloth in the box for
the bat to hide under.
Put in a small, shallow container (a milk
bottle top is ideal) with a few drops of
www.blaketraining.co.uk
water (not enough for the tiny bat to
Email:
blake@blaketraining.co.uk
drown in). Make sure the water is topped up
Tel:
01823
690042
Mobile: 07783 305835
regularly.
Blake
Training
Centre
Keep the bat indoors somewhere quiet and
Room hire for meetings, talks, training venues
dark. Keep pets and children away from the
and much ,much more.
box.
Very competitive rates
Food and refreshments can also be provided
Call 0345 1300 228
There's no need to give the bat any food, or
Rob Blake - Land based training specialising in
to put anything in the box besides the cloth Forestry and Arboriculture including Chainsaw
and water.
Maintenance and Cross Cutting, Felling, Chainsaw
WEAR GLOVES during this exercise;
Safety and Awareness (SAD), Climbing and Aerial
there is a small risk of rabies
Rescue, Brushcutters, Chippers etc
transmission. Hopefully, you will get the
Sarah Blake - Food Safety training for the
bat into the box without touching it. In any
manufacturing and catering sectors. Other courses
event you are very unlikely to be bitten or
offered: First Aid, Health and Safety, Nutrition,
scratched BUT if you are, dial 911 or your Management.
GP surgery immediately and ask advice.
Please contact us for prices and full details
In the unlikely event this should happen you
Admin address: Lanlivery, Main Road,
MUST contact the NHS, rabies can only be
Middlezoy, TA7 0PB
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controlled before symptoms are seen.
BAT IN HOUSE
Close internal doors so the bat cannot move from
room to room.
Open all windows and any external doors in room
where bat was last seen. Switch off lights.
A bat trapped in a building will go in search of water,
check your sinks and bathtubs, ensure all toilet lids are
down. Try leaving a milk bottle lid with a few drops of
water in the room where the bat was last seen. Bats seek shelter when they stop flying
and will hide in crevices to feel safe. Try looking high and low within the room, in small
spaces such as behind picture frames and furniture, between blinds and in the folds of
curtains, in wardrobes, etc. If you can get your finger into a gap, then a bat can get through
it too.
For further information contact the Somerset Bat Group somersetbatgroup@gmail.com
The Bat Conservation Trust www.bats.org.uk Helpline 0345 1300 228
Gill Wilkinson

COOKERY CORNER
BAKED OMELETTE WITH CHEESY HEART
(Omelette au four avec un coeur de fromage)
This recipe was passed to me from my niece, Elizabeth,
who lives in Belgium, can’t wait to sample it!
Ingredients.
12 slices of Prosciutto ham
1 kg potatoes
1 onion
6 eggs
200g Emmental cheese in one oblong piece.
Vegetable oil.
Method.
Peel and chop potatoes and onions into small cubes.
Cook potatoes and onions in the vegetable oil until just starting to brown.
Beat the eggs lightly, then add the cooked potatoes and onions and mix.
Take a 26cm oblong loaf tin and line it with the prosciutto ham, leaving no gaps.
Place the single piece of Emmental cheese in the centre of the tin on its edge.
Pour the egg, potato and onion mixture around the cheese.
Fold the ham slices over the mixture to seal completely.
Place the tin into the oven pre-set to 180c and cook for 30 minutes.
Turn out when cooked and serve with a mixed green salad.
Enjoy!
Roger Harding
24

ANSWERS TO FAKE NEWS QUIZ (on page 19)
1. FALSE. Corporal Jackie was a baboon who served in the Transvaal regiment during
WWI. He had his own uniform, pay book, ration card, knife and fork and wash basin. He
saluted officers and got a piece of shrapnel in his leg whilst in the trenches which resulted
in his leg amputation. He was promoted to Corporal and received a medal of valour.
2. TRUE. In July 1807 Napoleon requested a rabbit hunt to celebrate the ending of the
Franco-Russian conflict. Unfortunately the rabbits weren’t wild ones and instead of
running away they raced up to Napoleon and his entourage hoping for a carrot or bit of
lettuce. Napoleon, being a man of little height, had them running up his legs and into his
coat nibbling bits of the Emperor. He hastily left the hunt in his carriage throwing rabbits
out of the windows as he went!
3. FALSE. Records show that Richard the Lionheart spent as little as 6 months in this
country and that time was spent raising funds for his various campaigns and crusades.
4. TRUE. Very complex mechanisms were used to empty toilets on U-boats and had to be
worked by a skilled engineer. Unfortunately on 14 April 1945 ‘someone’ flushed the loo
and set off a chain of events that led to the U-boat being forced to the surface where it
was torpedoed and sunk.
5. FALSE. It is thought that Frederick Gaff invented the fire hydrant but unfortunately the
record of the patent was destroyed in a fire in the Patent Office in Washington. Never a
hydrant handy when you need one!
6. TRUE The Great Boston Molasses Flood or Tsunami occurred when, because of the
unexpectedly warm weather, a storage tank containing 2.3 million gallons of molasses
burst and the contents swept through the town in a great tidal wave overturning trucks
and throwing people and horses into the air
7. TRUE In Macbeth Act 2, Scene 3 the drunken porter says: “Knock, knock? Who’s
there?” three times.
8. TRUE William the Conqueror died following the rupture of his intestines when his
horse reared up. Unfortunately during his funeral in Caen whilst his body was being
placed in the stone sarcophagus it was discovered that the tomb was too short and as a
result of trying to push his body into the restricted space it exploded. The funeral finished
very quickly with most of those gathered there having left in a bit of a hurry!

M. Franks & Sons

Independent Family Funeral Directors
* Private Chapel of Rest *
* 24 Hour Personal & Caring Service *
* Home Visiting Service *
Bath Road, Ashcott,
Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 9QT
Telephone: 01458 210627 or 01458 860157
Email: mfranksandsons@gmail.com
Website: www.mfranksandsons.co.uk
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ANSWERS TO QUIZ IN MAY EDITION

For more information search the internet or ask gillwilkinson2005@yahoo.co.uk
How long did the Hundred Years War last?
116 years
Which country makes Panama hats?
Ecuador
From which animal do we get cat gut?
Sheep, Goats
In which month do Russians celebrate the October Revolution?
November
What is a camel's hair brush made of?
Squirrel
After which animal are the Canary Islands named?
Dogs
What was King George VI's first name?
Albert
What colour is a purple finch?
Raspberry/Red
Where did Kiwi fruit originate?
China
What is the colour of the black box in a commercial airplane?
Orange

USEFUL INFORMATION
DEFIBRILLATOR MACHINES
From the scene of an incident, call 999, ask for Ambulance.
Ascertain the condition of the patient. If a defibrillator is required give the following
information about the nearest machine.
Call sign
Greinton Phone box
TA7 9BW
CHT-RT-1583
Middlezoy Chapel
TA7 0NZ. SC0253
Middlezoy Village Hall
TA7 0PG
SC0254
(machine at car park end)
Moorlinch Farm
TA7 9BU
Othery Village Hall
TA7 0QU
Stawell Village Hall
TA7 9AD
Within 200m of a defibrillator they can give you the code to open the cabinet on post code
alone, farther away the call sign is required.
HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING & REFUSE COLLECTIONS
The recycling and rubbish collections for all the MOMSS & G area are as follows:
Recycling Boxes: Thursdays 4, 11, 18, 25 June
Black Wheeled Bins: Thursdays 11 and 25 June
Garden Waste Bins: Wednesdays 10 and 24 June
RECYCLING CENTRES
These are open for essential visits only.
Monday, Tuesday. Wednesday, Friday
9am- 6pm
Saturday, Sunday
9am- 4pm
BUT access is based on car number plate:
Odd numbers Monday, Wednesday, Saturday
Even numbers Tuesday, Friday, Sunday.
Gloves must be worn and only 2 people are allowed per vehicle.
MOT TESTS
If your vehicle is due for a MOT Test during this period of lockdown the government have
given every vehicle an extension for 6 months. The vehicle must be roadworthy and only
used for permitted travel.
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MOMSS COMMUNITY INFORMATION
Please advise momssgeditor@live.co.uk of amendments/additions
CHURCH INFORMATION
Priest-in-Charge
Rev Andrea Harwood
United Benefice Readers
Pauline Davies 01278 451280, Jeanette Scott 01278 722220
and Richard Graham 01278 722284
Parish Auxiliary Lay Ministers
Mervyn Winslade (Othery); Ruth Peberdy and Roger Harding (Stawell)
Churchwardens
Middlezoy: Ian Campbell 01823 698790
Othery: Mervyn Winslade 01823 698368 and Margaret Harris 01823 698838
Moorlinch: Fiona Hixon 01458 211096
Stawell: Rachel Fortune 01278 723416
Sutton Mallet contact: Brian Lishman 01278 722579
Greinton contact: Jean Heywood 01458 210497
METHODIST CHURCH MINISTER
Middlezoy: Rev Deborah Kirk 01823 334854
PARISH COUNCILS/MEETINGS
Middlezoy—Chairman: Paul Baker 01823 698082
Othery—Chairman: Tony Bostock 01823 690112
Moorlinch—Meeting Chairman: Ron Hixon 01458 211096
Stawell and Sutton Mallet—Chairman: Brian Lishman 01278 722579
Greinton—Enquiries: Toby Crispin 01458 210227
DISTRICT PCSOs
Kim Wrixon 07889 658309; Lora Bray 07720 642007
VILLAGE AGENTS
Middlezoy, Othery, Moorlinch, Stawell, Sutton Mallet and Greinton:
Claire Baker, email: claireb@somersetrcc.org.uk or 07494 883654
HELPFUL NUMBERS
Middlezoy: School 01823 698465; The George Inn 01823 698215;
Middlezoy Shop and P.O. 01823 698981

(See page 18 for current opening times)
Othery: Maisey’s Bakery 01823 698244;

(See page 7 for current opening times)
School 01823 698464; The London Inn 01823 698416
Moorlinch: Ring O’Bells 01458 210358; Garage 01458 210298;
VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS
Middlezoy Village Hall 07840 064132; Othery Village Hall 01823 690428;
Moorlinch Church Hall 01458 210755;
Stawell & Sutton Mallet Village Hall 01278 722860; Greinton Village Hall 01458 210277
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READINGS FOR SERVICES FOR JUNE 2020

Normal services in churches and chapels have been suspended until further notice.
Listed below are the Common Worship readings and lessons for those services days.
DATE

SERVICE

READINGS

June
3 Wed

Morning Prayer

Psalm: 119, verses 153 to the end
OT:
Joshua, chapter 3
Gospel: Luke, chapter 9, verses 37 to 50

7 Sun

TRINITY SUNDAY

OT:

10 Wed

Morning Prayer

Psalm: 119, verses 1 to 32
OT:
Joshua, chapter 8, verses 1 to 29
Gospel: Luke, chapter 11, verses 1 to 13

11 Thu

CORPUS CHRISTI

OT:
Psalm:
Epistle:
Gospel:

Genesis, chapter 14, verses 18 to 20
116, verses 10 to 19
1 Corinthians, chapter 11, verses 23 to 26
John, chapter 6, verses 51 to 58

14 Sun

First Sunday after Trinity

OT:
Psalm:
Epistle:
Gospel:

Genesis, chapter 18, verses 1 to 15
116, verses 1 and 10 to 17
Romans, chapter 5, verses 1 to 8
Matthew, chapter 9, verses 35 to
chapter 10, verse 8

17 Wed

Morning Prayer

Psalm: 34
OT:
Joshua, chapter 22, verses 9 to the end
Gospel: Luke, chapter 12, verses 22 to 31

21 Sun

Second Sunday after Trinity

OT:
Psalm:
Epistle:
Gospel:

24 Wed

Morning Prayer

Psalm: 50
OT:
Malachi, chapter 3, verses 1 to 6
Gospel: Luke, chapter 3, verses 1 to 17

28 Sun

Third Sunday after Trinity

OT:
Psalm:
Epistle:
Gospel:

July
1 Wed

Morning Prayer

Psalm: 77
OT:
Judge, chapter 9, verses 22 to the end
Gospel: Luke, chapter 16, verses 1 to 18

5 Sun

Fourth Sunday after Trinity

OT:

Isaiah, chapter 40, verses 12 to 17 and
27 to the end
Psalm: 8
Epistle: 2 Corinthians, chapter 13, verses 11 to end
Gospel: Matthew, chapter 28, verses 16 to 20

Genesis, chapter 21, verses 8 to 21
86, verses 1 to 10 and 16 to the end
Romans, chapter 6, verses 1b to 11
Matthew, chapter 10, verses 24 to 39

Genesis, chapter 22, verses 1 to 14
13
Romans, chapter 6, verses 12 to the end
Matthew, chapter 10, verses 40 to the end

Genesis, chapter 24, verses 34 to 38 and
42 to 49 and 58 to 67
Psalm: 45, verses 10 to 17
Epistle: Romans, chapter 7, verses 15 to 25a
Gospel: Matthew, chapter 11, verses 16 to 19 and
25 to 30

Our advertisers enable us to provide the MOMSS magazine free of charge to each home
in our villages. Please support them if you can, and mention this magazine.
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