MOMSS

The Lane After Rain
Drawing by Anne Farmer

FEBRUARY 2021
News & Views for our MOMSS villages of
Middlezoy, Othery, Moorlinch, Stawell,
Sutton Mallet and Greinton
1

MOMSS MAGAZINE

MOMSS Publishing House Style
Articles submitted to the magazine are put
into MOMSS house style. This uses Gill
Sans 10pt for general text with Gill Sans
bold 10pt for sub-headings. Arial Black 10pt
is used for main headings. Example of our
date format is '25 December’ – the st, rd,
th are only used after dates with no month
alongside. There is no need to insert year
unless referring to year ahead. We use a 12
hour time format eg '5.30pm'. Italics, bold
or underlining will not be included.
Advertising costs
Quarter Page: (A7 size):
Single edition £20; Three editions £50;
Six editions £95;
Annual £175.
Half Page (A6 size):
Single edition £40; Three editions £100;
Six editions £190; Annual £350.
For further pricing information and
technical details phone
Jane Stryker Tel: 01458 210661
E-mail momssgadverts@live.co.uk

This publication is hand delivered
FREE to over 1,040 homes within the
villages in the United Benefice:
Middlezoy, Othery, Moorlinch,
Stawell, Sutton Mallet & Greinton
It can also be found at
www.middlezoyvillagehall.org.uk
MOMSS is issued 11 times a year (there is
a joint December/January issue) and is
designed as a Community Magazine.
It is produced by volunteers, with the
authority of the United Benefice
Churchwardens, for the villagers’ benefit.
EDITORIAL COMMITTEE
Committee: Richard Graham, Anita
Winslade, Jane Stryker, Isobel Davis and
Gill Wilkinson.
Editor this month: Anita Winslade
Compiler this month: Jane Stryker

NEWS ARTICLES
We regret we cannot guarantee inclusion
of articles or photographs and may need
to edit copy due to space limitations.
Submitting articles: Copy preferred in
Microsoft Word format.
Email to momssgeditor@live.co.uk
300 word limit please.
Submit handwritten copy via one of the
members of the committee if you are
unable to find someone to help you
transfer it to email. We cannot guarantee
its accurate inclusion.
Submitting photos or artwork:
also momssgeditor@live.co.uk

Please note: Copy and payment for adverts
must be received by 12th of the month
(see date of deadlines on this page).
Advertising space is limited. We cannot
guarantee single adverts will be accepted
for publication.
MOMSS Account details
Account name: United Benefice MOMSS
Sort Code 09.01.53
Account Number 79133288
Reference 'Magazine'.

We gladly accept news and views from all
groups or individuals, however, the
Committee has overriding editorial
control. We cannot accept liability for
loss or damage arising from any error,
inaccuracies or omission from any copy or
advertising. The views expressed in the
magazine are not necessarily those of the
United Benefice, the Editorial teams or the
publisher.

This magazine is edition
number 1 of volume 18

DON’T FORGET !
March edition deadlines:
Adverts 12 February
Articles 15 February
2

FROM THE EDITOR
2021, a new year, new adventures, new problems, new discoveries and, sooner or later,
the return to normal life!
What a tumultuous year we have just left behind! Now we look forward to the conquering
of Covid-19 and its new variants and the beginning of a stable and sensible four-year term
of the new 46th American President, Jo Biden. Here in the UK we are learning how to
adapt to the completion of 'Brexit' – new regulations and lots of checking, double checking
and unnecessary restrictions hastily being applied on both sides of the English Channel
which are yet more annoyances to jar our overworked worries and nerves.
But we look onward with hope, putting our best feet forward and facing what lies ahead
for us with courage. One of the ways to do that is to read all the articles and adverts in this
magazine. So read on, explore our pages and perhaps find something that you are glad to
have discovered or a pleasant memory you’ve been reminded of.
Because of the national lockdown regulations currently in force we have had to return to
producing a digital version for this month's edition. We hope the national situation will
really improve and that for March we could possibly provide a printed version. We wait
with hope.
Anita Winslade (Editor)

LETTER FROM THE METHODIST MINISTER
IN THIS WILDERNESS…BELOVED…
'As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open
and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven: ‘You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.’ At once
the Spirit sent him out into the desert, and he was in the desert for forty
days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels
attended him.' (Mark, 1: 10-12)
This year Ash Wednesday is on 17 February, and marks the beginning
of Lent, the 40 days which remember the 40 days Jesus spent in the wilderness fasting
and praying at the beginning of his ministry. We read that during that time he was
tempted by Satan with taunts about his identity and purpose.
The physical wilderness or desert is a place without landmarks, those things that orient
our lives, that make sense of who we are and what we are doing. Trauma in our lives
can plunge us into a spiritual wilderness which can have a similar effect on us. We find
ourselves stripped of those things which enable us to make sense of life, the things
which are familiar and help us to stay on track, our prayers can seem dry and empty,
our identity and our purpose less certain.
The way our lives have changed through the pandemic has seemed to plunge us into a
kind of protracted Lent, where all our normalities, whatever they looked like before,
have been dislocated into an unfamiliar and confusing landscape.
Our own identities may have undergone changes too. Some may have been made
unemployed – how do we define ourselves when we no longer ‘do’ what we used to?
3

Some are struggling with newly diagnosed medical problems – if we are not careful,
sickness can take over our identity to such an extent that we ourselves become defined by
the illness. Some may have been tragically bereaved plunging us into a strange territory
where nothing is recognisable any more.
How do we keep strong enough to make it through this bewildering time? Is there a way
we could even see this as a place of growing, of discovery, an opportunity to hear God's
voice more clearly, the place where his angels will minister to us?
When Jesus entered the wilderness, he had come straight from the waters of his Baptism
and with the name ‘Beloved’ ringing in his ears.
This was the assurance of his identity and purpose which sustained him in the face of
uncertainty, loneliness and danger.
And it is ours too … whether we have been baptised or not, perhaps now more than ever
is a time to remind yourself that you are God’s beloved. This is not the promise that you
will never suffer. Not the promise that you will never face tragedy or loss. But the promise
that you are not alone. The promise that no matter what happens to you, no matter what
you do, you are beloved of God. That is your identity in this wilderness. Remind yourself
of it today, and each day you find yourself losing heart.
I leave you this wonderful blessing written by Jan Richardson
http://paintedprayerbook.com/2016/02/11/lent-1-beloved-is-where-we-begin/
If you would enter into the wilderness,
do not begin without a blessing.
Do not leave without hearing who you are:
'Beloved' named by the One who has travelled this path before you.
Do not go without letting it echo in your ears,
and if you find it is hard to let it into your heart,
do not despair.
That is what this journey is for.
I cannot promise this blessing will free you from danger,
from fear, from hunger or thirst,
from the scorching of sun or the fall of the night.
But I can tell you that on this path there will be help.
I can tell you that on this way there will be rest.
I can tell you that you will know
the strange graces that come to our aid
only on a road such as this,
that fly to meet us bearing comfort and strength,
that come alongside us for no other cause
than to lean themselves toward our ear,
and with their curious insistence
whisper our name:
'Beloved. Beloved. Beloved'.
Peace for the journey,
Deborah
Rev Deborah Kirk,
Middlezoy Methodist Minister
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FROM THE REGISTERS AND PEOPLE IN THE NEWS
DEATHS, FUNERALS, INTERMENTS
Norman Cornish of Middlezoy died on 12 November 2020, private funeral held at
Holy Cross Church, Middlezoy followed by burial in the churchyard on 2 December
2020.
Canon Mike Peters of Othery died on 12 November 2020, private funeral held at
Sedgemoor Crematorium on 4 December 2020.
Michael Maisey of Othery died on 29 November 2020, private funeral held at
Sedgemoor Crematorium on 15 December 2020.
Lionel John Kick of Middlezoy died on 4 December 2020, a private family funeral has
been held.
Maureen Challen of Othery died on 14 December 2020, private funeral held at
Sedgemoor Crematorium on 5 January 2021.
Tony Aish of Othery died on 16 December 2020, a private family funeral has been held.
Clifford Redvers Leggett of Middlezoy died on 23 December 2020, funeral held at St
Michael's Church, Othery followed by burial in Othery Cemetery on 13 January 2021.
Rodney Charles Gillard of Othery died on 24 December 2020, funeral held at St
Michael's Church, Othery followed by burial in Othery Cemetery on 8 January 2021.
Wendy Woodberry of Sutton Mallet died on 3 January 2021, funeral to be arranged.
Evelyn ('June') Meaker, formerly of Shride Farm, Othery died on 9 January 2021,
funeral held at Sedgemoor Crematorium on 26 January 2021.
CANON MIKE PETERS
I would like to thank everyone for the many
tributes paid in respect of Mike following his
death in November. I was overwhelmed and
so comforted by the beautiful flowers, the
many letters and phone calls I received
expressing fond memories of Mike and often
mentioning his humour and enthusiasm. He
enjoyed life living and working within the
villages of the Benefice and I know he felt it a
privilege to have got to know and love so
many people in Othery and beyond over the
last 19 years.
Owing to the COVID-19 situation it was not
possible to have the funeral we would have
wanted for Mike but hopefully there will be
an opportunity to celebrate his life in a
shared way at a later date.
Thank you so much from me and my family.
Sandra
Sandra Peters
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CIRCUIT, BENEFICE, DEANERY AND DIOCESAN NEWS
CHURCHES AND CHAPELS – OPEN OR CLOSED?
You are most welcome to the Anglican and Methodists churches and chapels when they
are open, but to comply with the current national lockdown regulations, it is necessary
to keep them closed.
The Levels Methodist Chapel in Middlezoy is currently closed. Contacts are Sandy Rogers
(01823 698220) or Pauline Stewart (01823 698351) or Rev. Deborah Kirk
(01823 334854).
Two of the Anglican benefice churches can be opened for Private Prayer:
Holy Cross, Middlezoy – after the organ repairs have been completed, hopefully by midFebruary, the Church will be open daily from 10am to 4pm. A notification will be put on
Facebook to let you know when this can happen.
St Francis, Stawell – by prior arrangement only. Contact Rachel Fortune (01278 723416).
However it may be necessary to keep them closed on days surrounding special services
such as weddings and funerals.
PRAYER REQUESTS
Send any prayer request in at any time to middlezoyprayers@gmail.com. We realise that
the situation we are in at the moment is very changeable therefore please ask for prayers
when they are needed. A group of us are ready to add your requests to our prayers. You
can be sure everything is done in the strictest confidence.
This prayer initiative is open to anyone in the benefice or beyond.
Prayer and reflection are regularly posted on the Holy Cross Church Middlezoy
Facebook page.
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REGULAR SERVICES
CHURCH AND CHAPEL SERVICES
Due to the Government's current Coronavirus Covid Pandemic Regulations in force
for England - national lockdown - the services permitted in churches and chapels are
just funerals (maximum attendees 30) and weddings (maximum attendees 6).
To enable other forms of worship services to take place the Church of England and
Methodist Council have given their permission and support for online participation via
Zoom and similar portals such as YouTube.
For the MOMSS&G villages contact details are as below:
Methodists:
9.30am Services on YouTube - connection via the homepage of
www.rowbartonmethodist.org.uk
10.30am Services on Zoom - connection link details from email address:
chris@revbrown.co.uk
Anglicans:
United Benefice Services via Zoom – connection link details available from the
Churchwardens.
Informal 'Prayer, Coffee & Chats' sessions via various portals – connection details
available from each village's Churchwardens or contacts listed on page 28.
DATE

SEASON

METHODISTS

February
7 Sun

Second Sunday
before Lent

14 Sun

Sunday next
before Lent

21 Sun

First Sunday of
Lent

28 Sun

Second Sunday
of Lent

March
7 Sun

Third Sunday
of Lent

9.30am (YouTube)
10.30am United Benefice
and 10.30am (Zoom) Service online via Zoom
Services available
(see access details above)
online (see access
details above)
9.30am (YouTube)
10.30am MOMSS&G parand 10.30am (Zoom) ishes will hold their own
Services available
online informal Prayers,
online (see access
Coffee & Chats
details above)
10.30am Joint Service (Anglican and Methodists)
with Rev Andrea Harwood and Rev. Deborah Kirk
online via Zoom links (see access details above)
9.30am (YouTube)
10.30am MOMSS&G parand 10.30am (Zoom) ishes will hold their own
Services available
online informal Prayers,
online (see access
Coffee & Chats
details above)
9.30am (YouTube)
10.30am United Benefice
and 10.30am (Zoom) Service online via Zoom
Services available
(see access details above)
online (see access
details above)
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SERVICES READINGS
Listed below are the Common Worship readings and lessons for each of the following days:
DATE

SEASON

READINGS

February
7 Sun

Second Sunday before
Lent

14 Sun

Sunday next
before Lent

17 Wed

Ash
Wednesday

OT:
Psalm:
Epistle:
Gospel:
OT:
Psalm:
Epistle:
Gospel:
OT:
Psalm:
Epistle:

21 Sun

First Sunday
of Lent

28 Sun

Second Sunday of Lent

March

Third Sunday of Lent

7 Sun

Proverbs, chapter 8, verses 1 and 22 to 31
104 verses 26 to the end
Colossians, chapter 1, verses 15 to 20
John, chapter 1, verses 1 to 14
2 Kings, chapter 2, verses 1 to 12
50 verses 1 to 6
2 Corinthians, chapter 4, verses 3 to 6
Mark, chapter 9, verses 2 to 9
Isaiah, chapter 58, verses 1 to 12
51, verses 1 to 18
2 Corinthians, chapter 5, verses 20b to
chapter 6, verse 10

OT:
Genesis, chapter 9, verses 8 to 17
Psalm: 25, verses 1 to 9
Epistle: 1 Peter, chapter 3, verses 18 to the end
Gospel: Mark, chapter 1, verses 9 to 15
OT:
Genesis, chapter 17, verses 1 to 7 and 15 to 16
Psalm: 22, verses 23 to the end
Epistle: Romans, chapter 4, verses 13 to the end
Gospel: Mark, chapter 8, verses 31 to the end
OT:
Exodus chapter 20, verses 1 to 17
Psalm: 19
Epistle: 1 Corinthians, chapter 1, verses 18 to 25
Gospel: John, chapter 2, verses 13 to 22

COMFORT AND LOVE
Having heard the announcement about the latest lockdown, I walked over
to the Cathedral. I sat at the back and looked up at the Cross in the Nave.
A question welled up as I sat: ‘what does love require in the cold climate of
Covid?’, with empty streets, people shut in, schools and businesses closed.
Like many clergy I have a list of people to lift with a phone call or email.
Everyone can of course ring neighbours and friends and family. And offer a word, distanced,
in the street; a wave to a window; a card through a letterbox.
My neighbour is those I know and care for. But Christ teaches that my neighbour is also on
the streets, needy and destitute. Foodbanks and charities need urgent assistance in a cold
climate where indifference is not unknown.
It might be quite simple: shopping, love taking us to the supermarket. It might be
conversation: love says listen as they pour it all out. It might be a bit more complicated. My
neighbour might be disabled – is practical help needed? My neighbour might be held as a
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slave at a car wash. How do I discreetly ask? When do I alert the Clewer initiative? My
neighbour may be gay, does love ask me to affirm or keep a distance? My neighbours may
be black. How do I show my belief that black lives really matter?
Love can be very active in the cold climate of today. But love needs replenishing. Love
becomes brittle and bossy if it is given but not received. Love means that I must be open
to others, for they may want to love me and be a neighbour to me by loving me.
God is love, so in the cold climate of Covid, when community is weakened, let us give
and receive love. And the coldness will vanish because love has come to stay.
John Davies, Dean of Wells
LIVING LENT IN LOCKDOWN
Lent symbolises the 40 days where Christ was led into the wilderness and was subjected
to temptations. This year, Lent runs from Ash Wednesday, February 17 until Saturday
April 3. This makes 45 days but Sundays aren’t counted in Lent (which is why some
people who ‘give things up’ for Lent, don’t do so on Sundays!)
In 2021, Lent will begin while we are still in lockdown and many may feel that they have
been deprived of more than enough in the last 12 months! How can we use Lent this
year to sustain ourselves spiritually in a time of lockdown? How might it inspire us to
share our faith more widely with those suffering from loneliness and fear in isolation?
Matthew’s Gospel makes it clear that ‘for forty days and forty nights Jesus fasted and
became very hungry’. Traditionally, Christians have also fasted during Lent, though there
are many different ways of doing so, and some take on other spiritual disciplines.
Harley Wykes, who is on the Diocesan ministry experience scheme, is committing to
pray in Lent this year for a breakthrough in
the life of the world as we all experience the
Covid pandemic. He says: “We can pray that
humanity will band together to effectively
vaccinate those who need it most. We can
also pray that the vaccine will be able to
fight any new strains of Covid that may
emerge.”
If you would like to explore your faith this
Lent, take a look at the #LiveLent resources
from the Church of England,
www.churchofengland.org/livelent which seeks
to encourage everyone to think about their
Christian calling, share their faith and reflect
on the difference Christ makes in our lives.
John Davies, Dean of Wells
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SCHOOL NEWS
MIDDLEZOY & OTHERY SCHOOLS
We had an incredibly busy and exciting December in school and are
now in full-swing with some fantastic online learning taking place across
all year groups. Our children really have continued to do us proud and
are truly embedding our “Be the best you can be” motto each and
every day.
December began in the usual way with preparations for Christmas,
however this year things were understandably a little bit different. The Key Stage 1 staff
and children at Othery worked extremely hard and produced a fantastic Christmas
nativity which was recorded and shared for parents and families to see, on a private
YouTube link. At the same time, the Key Stage 2 children in Middlezoy were busy
planning and preparing their Christmas carols concert which was also recorded and
shared with parents. Not the traditional Christmas in a Primary School but a fantastic
effort and brilliant end result nonetheless.
Herons Class were fortunate enough to be able to take part in a Roman Day towards
the end of term, to celebrate all of their history learning from the Autumn Term. The
day was brilliantly led by Mr Coggins and involved the children (and staff) all coming in
to school dressed as Romans for the day and taking part in various exciting and
engaging activities. They even challenged Cranes class to a battle
and displayed some of the battle formations they had learnt.
Tropiquaria Wildlife Park provided Owls Class with a fun-filled,
educational day out in December. The children were
fantastically behaved and all had a wonderful day visiting some
beautiful animals, including Meerkats which the children had
been learning about in class when reading the book ‘Meerkat
Mail’.
Cranes Class turned into budding scientists for a day with the
visit of Dr Gareth from Working Science. To finish off their forces topic they spent
some time looking at magnets, the solar system and push and pull-forces, as well as
creating their own volcanoes and rockets, and testing them out with explosive results!
Our sports coach Miss Phillips organised a fantastic in-house sports competition for all
children to take part in. The activities of the day resulted in Team Points being awarded
to all of the houses and a tense wait while the totals were tallied up. A massive well
done to all involved.
Our final day of term was wonderfully festive and included all children watching a super
online pantomime of The Snow Queen. We also had a delicious Christmas lunch,
generously provided by the PTA, which the children all thoroughly enjoyed and then we
finished off the day with each class having their own Christmas celebration party!
Looking ahead, we have lots of engaging remote learning activities planned for the
children and are hoping to be able to welcome them back into school, just as soon as
we can.
With my best wishes,
Aisling Robertson
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GENERAL ITEMS
SKY AT NIGHT
February 2021
Sunrise Sunset
Beginning of February 7.46am-5.03pm
End of February 6.56am-5.51pm
Moon Phases
Last Quarter 4 February
New Moon 11 February
First Quarter 19 February
Full 27 February
Planets
Mars dominates the evening sky this month setting at 1.15am. Jupiter and Saturn now
reappear low in the South East before dawn on 27 February. With a pair of binoculars
you may spot the elusive planet Mercury between the two; look around 6.30am before
the Sun rises for the best view.
Stars
The bright star in the South below the Constellation of Orion is Sirius or the Dog Star
which is in the Constellation of Canis Major or the greater dog. The constellation above
this is Canis Minor the smaller dog; these represent Orion's hunting dogs! Sirius is the
brightest star in the night sky and although half the size of our Sun it is 25 times as
luminous. Sirius seems
to noticeably twinkle
and shimmer - this is
because of its
brightness and because
it is low on the horizon
so is affected by
turbulence in the
atmosphere.
Phenomena
There is an interesting
conjunction of objects
on the night of 19
February when around
10pm the first quarter
Moon sits between the
star Aldebaran in
Taurus and the star
cluster the Pleiades
with Mars to the left of
this again.
Paul Adamson
01823 698156
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SOMERSET LEVELS STARGAZERS
Our meetings continue on Zoom on Wednesday 24 February
when club members Richard and Sue Horsham will give a talk on
Historic Observatories and observing the Heavens. This is along
with our Night Sky Guide for the Month, Astronomy News and
another of our Famous Astronomer sections.
All our online meetings are free to join - just contact us on
somersetlevelsstargazers@hotmail.com and
www.somersetlevelsstargazers.co.uk or follow us on Facebook.
Paul Adamson 01823 698156
FARM DIARY
This is written for non-farmers who live surrounded by farmland.
In the Field. We have had sheep grazing arable fields sown with a mixture of plants.
These were sown after harvesting the winter wheat. This latter crop is normally our
highest gross margin crop. There are two winter wheats in our five year rotation. The
rotation is winter oil seed rape, winter wheat, spring barley, winter beans, and finally winter
wheat. One crop is a moving feast but the best choice is a legume such as field beans which
are harvested dry and referred to in one of the recent Farm Diaries. The reason for the
sheep is to recycle the nitrogen in the plants that then fertilises the following crop through
their manure. We also charge the grazier. We don’t own sheep. Our latest cropping and
cultivations system has a name. It is regenerative farming. Various principles are followed as
mentioned previously. No bare ground at any time is one. The cover crop grazed by the
sheep was a mixture of buckwheat, linseed, berseem clover, phacelia and oil radish. Deep
roots are welcome as we don’t plough the ground. Deep cultivations will be used
occasionally to remove pans - consolidated and impervious layers. But if plants will do the
job we will use them. Lots of farmers around the country are trying these different
methods of farming. Time will tell how successful we are at regenerating the soil and
making some money while we grow food. Carbon neutral farming is another aim.
An Agricultural Transition Plan 2021-2024. This is a 64 page document published by
DEFRA. It outlines the government’s ideas for the immediate future of farming. Lots of
thoughts on the “public good” and the environment.
Food production does not feature much. Family farms
have tended to rely on the support that lately has been
provided by the EU supported by our government. This
support is being wound down to nothing. Its
replacement is unlikely to be so helpful and in this
document there are, at the moment, no details. Just
notice of pilot projects to be started. It occurs to me
that none of our decision makers were alive in the
second World War when we were a bit stuck for food.
Did the problem with the lack of sufficient quantities
and quality of PPE at the beginning of the coronavirus
pandemic not show that to rely on others for critical
supplies can be problematic at times? Buy local food at a
farmers market and support British farming. Richard Graham
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MOMSS CHOIR - COME AND JOIN
IN FOR A LOCKDOWN SINGSONG
Many of you may not know that we have
been keeping our MOMSS choir going via
Zoom on a fortnightly basis, during the past
times of lockdown. Although it isn’t quite the
same as ‘live’ singing, we have managed to
meet up, see a few familiar faces, have a
laugh and, even if we have to sing to
ourselves ‘muted’ there is a sort of backing
to sing along to and singing is brilliant
therapy for cheering one up. Of course,
Zoom means we can all sing as loudly as we
want to with no fear of anyone else knowing
if we are in tune or on the right notes –
quite an advantage for those who say ‘I can’t
sing’.
Being the benefice choir, we start with a
couple of hymn type pieces, but we also sing
other things purely for enjoyment. I email
details of the music to you.
If you would like to give it a try just for a bit
of fun - no commitment required, contact
ce.cowles@btopenworld.com
Kath Cowles
DPD PHISHING SCAM
Fake DPD emails and texts that claim the delivery driver was “unable
to deliver your parcel today” as “you weren’t in or there was no safe
place to leave it” are being sent now. The link in the message leads
to fraudulent websites that request a small payment to rearrange the
delivery. If you make this payment, you’ll receive a phone call from someone purporting to
be from your bank to inform you of a suspicious transaction on your account.
Never give out financial details or passwords to anyone who calls, texts or emails.
Your bank will never ask for personal or financial information in this way.
Villains are able to make the call or text appear genuine by cloning the phone number or
sender ID used by the bank.
This is how your money can disappear.
Should you need to check if it is a genuine message, contact your bank directly, preferably
using a different device. If you have to use the same phone leave some time or make
another call before contacting your bank.
Report suspicious emails by forwarding the original message to report@phishing.gov.uk.
Suspicious texts can be reported by forwarding the original message to 7726, which spells
SPAM on your keyboard.
Gill Wilkinson
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GARDENING JOBS FOR FEBRUARY
Garden Maintenance
• Keep bird feeder topped up with high energy foods such as seeds,
peanuts and fat balls
• Hang bird feeders among roses to attract blue tits which will also forage
for overwintering pests
• Improve and enrich the soil by spreading garden compost or well-rotted
manure over beds for the worms to work in
• Sort out and clean canes, plant supports and cloches, ready for use in spring. Checking for
overwintering pests
• Continue to prune roses before growth restarts
• Spread a layer of well-rotted manure around roses and shrubs or sprinkle fertiliser
Fruit and Veg
• Finish winter pruning fruit trees and soft fruits, including apples, autumn raspberries and
blackcurrants
• Chit first-early potato tubers by standing them in trays in a light, frost-free place
• Prepare veg beds by weeding thoroughly, then cover with a thick layer of garden compost
for the worms to work in
• Feed fruit trees and bushes by sprinkling fertiliser around the base to enrich the soil
• Put cloches or fleece over strawberry plants to encourage an early crop
• Plant rhubarb or lift and divide established clumps
• Plant bare-root fruit bushes, trees and canes as
long as the ground isn't frozen
Flower beds
• Cut down ornamental grasses that have been left
for winter interest before fresh shoots appear
• Divide large clumps of snowdrops and winter
aconites after flowering and replant in new areas
• Divide large clumps of perennials and grasses to
make new plants
• Move deciduous shrubs while they are still
dormant being careful you keep as much as the
root ball intact as possible
• Prune winter flowering shrubs such as mahonia,
winter jasmine and heathers once they've finished
flowering
• Cut back wisteria side shoots to three buds from
the base to encourage flowers in spring
• Trim back ivy and other climbers before birds
start nesting. Rhiannon Buckton
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STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET VILLAGE NEWS
More information is available on the website www.stawellvillage.info
NEWS FROM ST FRANCIS CHURCH
It has been decided to close the church again for services and Private Prayer until further
notice (see church notice board for updates). The church community however is very much
active and we plan to have online services every Sunday. For Private Prayer ring Rachel to
arrange.
For those without access to a computer we can get the Home Service Sheet to you, just let
us know.
If we can help in any way during this time please get in touch with us.
Speak to Rachel on 01278 723416 to receive the link to the services,
Home Service Sheets or anything else we can help with.
Keep safe. Spring is on its way.
From all at St Francis. Rachel Fortune

GREINTON VILLAGE NEWS
IN THE VILLAGE
With no church carol service possible this year, a few intrepid villagers decided to resurrect
an old custom that hasn’t been seen in Greinton for many years – they went carol singing
around the village.
Social distancing and all the other requirements to ensure safety in the time of coronavirus
were carefully observed and people joined and left the group at it went around the village
but up to a dozen singers took part, plus all those who came to their front doors to join in.
The singing may not have been the highest standard but enthusiasm made up for that and it
was wonderful to be able to join in celebrating Christmas together for a few brief minutes.
A decent sum was raised for church funds (thank you to everyone who contributed
unasked) and the evening
finished with a mince pie
and drop of mulled wine
around a fire pit. All who
took part agreed that it
Independent Family Funeral Directors
was a great way to start
the Christmas
* Private Chapel of Rest *
* 24 Hour Personal & Caring Service *
celebrations (we even
* Home Visiting Service *
had one request for a
Bath Road, Ashcott,
repeat performance) and
we will almost certainly
Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 9QT
Telephone: 01458 210627 or 01458 860157
repeat the event next
Email: mfranksandsons@gmail.com
year.
Toby Crispin, West Town
Website: www.mfranksandsons.co.uk
Farm, 01458 210277,

M. Franks & Sons
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MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE NEWS
MIDDLEZOY ENVIRONMENTAL
GROUP
We are in the midst of a climate and ecological
emergency, with our wildlife declining at an
alarming rate. In response to this a small group of
passionate Middlezoy residents have come
together to look at ways to make the village more
environmentally friendly.
One of the group members (Tom Payne) has
produced a fantastic website so that the details of
what is going on can be shared with everyone.
You can find it here: https://wildmiddlezoy.wordpress.com/
The website is the best place to go to find out the full details of what we are hoping to do.
Here is a basic summary of the things we have been looking at for each area:
Allotments - work is underway to plant 18 new apple trees.
Churchyard - proposals are being drawn up to create new areas of wildflowers, plant new
flowers and trees and perhaps a new hedgerow.
Village Hall grounds - the Parish Council have agreed to manage their hedgerows in a more
environmentally friendly way and are looking into creating some meadow areas, as well as
planting some new trees.
Nurture Shed - they are stocking environmentally friendly items and having a refill station
to help people reduce packaging/plastic.
We want this to be an inclusive group
and therefore we welcome questions,
comments and suggestions from all who
live in Middlezoy. Anyone is welcome to
join the group, we have been
coordinating this via online Zoom calls.
We hope that you find this of interest
and we look forward to working in
partnership with you all to help the
wonderful wildlife of Middlezoy flourish
and thrive into the future.
To find out more please contact Simon
Phelps via email:
simonphelps310787@yahoo.com
HOLY CROSS CHURCH
Christmas
Like many other events, Christmas
celebrations at Holy Cross were
seriously curtailed by the Covid
restrictions. We hope however you
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enjoyed the Advent Trail, the Christmas
Tree in the churchyard, the Nativity
Scene in the porch and the star which
shone every night and could be seen far
and wide. Thank you to all who
prepared the displays but, especially, to
Rob Blake for constructing and hanging
the star from the tower.
Unfortunately, no services were
possibly in the church or the
churchyard during the Advent and
Christmas periods.
Organ
Work started on the restoration of the
organ at the beginning of January. The
work is being undertaken by Lance Foy
who is based in Truro. Completion is
due in mid-February.
Hopefully once Covid restrictions
permit, an organ recital will be
arranged.
Roof Monitors
To deter the theft of the remaining
lead, roof monitors have been installed
to scan the south aisle and north
transept roofs. The Allchurches Trust
have awarded Holy Cross a grant of £2,250 towards the cost of the monitors.
Restricted Opening of the Church
Although services are restricted the church will re-open every day for private prayer
from 10am to 4pm when the work on the organ is finished. A notification will be put on
Facebook to let you know when the church is open again.
A request for prayer can also be sent to middlezoyprayer@gmail.com
Ian Campbell, Churchwarden
ADVENT DISPLAYS
It was so lovely to walk around Middlezoy in December and see the Advent displays.
Thank you so much for all those involved in creating amazing displays which were enjoyed
by so many people.
Lots of you collected the question sheet and completed the trail. Number of lights at
No.9 were 1308.
Just to let you know the following teams were awarded prizes:
1st
‘Granny P’
2nd ‘Red Sparkle Team’
3rd ‘The Roulsons’
Runner-ups – ‘Team Hutch’, ‘Shoes’ and Mike & Sally Evans.
Every Blessings
Rob & Sarah Blake (Holy Cross Church)
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LEVELS METHODIST CHURCH
Services have been suspended for the time being! However you can go online to
www.rowbartonmethodist.org.uk from 9.30am Sunday Mornings - YouTube. Hoping you all
keep well and Rev Deborah Kirk will always be available on 01823 334854 if required.
Pauline Steward
TRIBUTE TO CLIFF LEGGETT
I thought we could remember Cliff as a vital part of the village. Putting under Chapel as he
was a good friend to us when we operated the Wesley Guild - a mid-week get-together for
social purposes! He passed away just before Christmas at a good age. Our Guild Programme
consisted of varied subjects some religious, some with speakers from Charities, some
musical but at that time mostly local people showing slides.
Mentioning slides will put us in the right time frame. For that time Cliff was very adventurous
and went on 'expeditions' to far-and-wide travelling on what he called 'banana' boats.
His family kept the village nursery (flowers) and his mother in particular did flowers for
weddings and her, Cliff and his brother Maurice stayed up all night to make fabulous wreaths
for funerals. Then often Cliff and his brother took the names at the funerals for the family to
see who attended.
In addition to this Cliff was the local postman for many years and he wore his post office
uniform far longer! He was a keen ballroom dancer and musician and I believe went into
nursing homes to entertain the residents.
(Maurice hope I've done him justice! Our regards to you.)
Pauline Steward
MOBILE PHONE RECEPTION
Is your mobile phone reception poor? There is
an opportunity to have an improved service.
The Diocese of Bath and Wells have an
agreement with Cornerstone, a leading
communication infrastructure company, that
they would approve an application for the
installation of antennae on church towers.
The PCC have contacted Cornerstone and the
tower at Holy Cross is considered a suitable
location. Cornerstone maintain a record of
suitable locations which are available to all the
telecommunication providers. A request is
however only made by the provider when
there is demand for an improved service.
For an improved reception to be provided in
Middlezoy we need you to complain to your
mobile provider. The more complaints, the
more chance we have of receiving an improved
service. It is now over to you.
With some providers it can be difficult to
complain. Your internet search engine should
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give you that information if you request ‘complain to …’. For this type of complaint,
which is about area coverage it is most effective to write using the companies’
webpage, email or even snail mail. Verbal communication can easily be lost. It is
important to include your phone number, address and to state that the problem occurs
in Middlezoy. You could also mention that there is a church tower on the highest point
in the village and your understanding is that this would not only benefit the community
but also the provider.
EE: ee.co.uk/help/make a complaint. EE Customer Services, 6 Camberwell Way
Sunderland SR3 3XN
O2: complaintreviewservice@O2.com. O2 Complaints Review Service, PO Box 694
Winchester SO23 5AP
3: three.co.uk/support. Three Customer Complaints, Hutchinson 3G UK Ltd.
PO Box 333 Glasgow G2 9AG
Vodaphone: on-line complaint form. Customer Relations Manager, Vodafone
House, The Connection, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 2FN
Gill Wilkinson
MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE HALL
Middlezoy Community Project (MCP)
A very happy and bright new year to everyone ….. COVID knocked the socks off us all
in 2020 and the village hall was a bit of a casualty. With very little income but still with
some outgoings, the MCP had to find ways to make some money.
We had some grant money from Sedgemoor District Council but having started a
renovation project of the loos, we decided this would help us to complete the work
and we would soon be able to recoup some income when lockdown came to an end,
how wrong could we be?
So, with our finances at rock bottom, our great villagers came to the rescue and
through two cake sales and very generous donations, we have come through and our
finances are now looking healthy again.
We are therefore ready to host you all to a socially active 2021, where we have
planned to welcome tribute bands Queen in July and Rod Stewart later in the year.
We also have so
many local music
groups on our
doorstep who we
can welcome to
our hall.
The hall
committee are
busy thinking up
lots of other
activities too that
we can host, just
as soon as we are
free to do so.
Mike Birks
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MIDDLEZOY ALLOTMENT SOCIETY
We are very much looking forward to having some trees planted on the allotment field.
The new bio-diversity group in the village have made lots of progress toward this and
our landlord has been very supportive. The work should start in the coming weeks and
we hope the trees will be in place by the spring growing season.
The allotment plots are looking a little sorry for themselves at the moment after the
ravages of winter but we all hope to make a start with planting in earnest over the next
couple of months. We still have some full-size plots available but if you just fancy making
a start, how about a half plot?
If you are keen to help shed your lockdown blues and get some fresh air, then please
visit our website at mzoyas.co.uk for an application form.
Mike Birks

OTHERY VILLAGE NEWS
ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH
Thanks to Kath Cowles for all the colourful angels she made, brought and displayed in
the church porch.
Thanks also to the decorators who provided the massive door wreath and the Advent
wreath with candles in the church for our Communion service on 13 December.
Like all the benefice churches we are currently restricted – in Othery we are only able
to hold funeral services. However on Sundays we do have an alternating pattern of
formal services and 'Prayer, Coffee and Chat'
sessions each online via Zoom. See Page 7
for details.
The PCC's next meeting will be online via
Zoom starting at 6pm on Tuesday 2
www.blaketraining.co.uk
February.
Email: blake@blaketraining.co.uk
Mervyn Winslade and Margaret Harris,
Tel: 01823 690042 Mobile: 07783 305835
Churchwardens
Blake Training Centre
OTHERY STICKY CHURCH AND
YOUTH CLUB
Advent Windows - 24 Angels and a
Baby
Our thanks to the families that took part in
the Advent Windows project.
We hope that you all had a peaceful
Christmas and, with all the restrictions in
place, found new ways to celebrate this
special event in the churches calendar.
We had hoped that at the start of the New
Year we would be able to bring you some
news about Sticky Church and Youth Club,
but unfortunately due to the current Covid
situation, we are unable to say or do
anything more than wish you all a safe 2021
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Room hire for meetings, talks, training venues
and much ,much more.
Very competitive rates
Food and refreshments can also be provided

Rob Blake - Land based training specialising in
Forestry and Arboriculture including Chainsaw
Maintenance and Cross Cutting, Felling,
Chainsaw Safety and Awareness (SAD),
Climbing and Aerial Rescue, Brushcutters,
Chippers etc
Sarah Blake - Food Safety training for the
manufacturing and catering sectors. Other
courses offered: First Aid, Health and Safety,
Nutrition, Management.

Please contact us for prices and full details
Admin address: Lanlivery, Main Road,
Middlezoy, TA7 0PB

and hope that life for all of us will be able to
return to some sort of normality in the months
ahead.
Best wishes from the Youth Matters Team.
Othery Youth Matters Team
THE OTHERY
SOCIETY
It does not seem real that
this time last year the
Othery Society Committee
were meeting to discuss the forthcoming AGM
to be held in March.
That AGM was to be one of the first items to
become a casualty of a new virus which was to
change the lives of us all.
Since that time we have been unable to meet in
numbers which curtailed all of the workings of
the society.
The existing committee, which was due to be reelected at that AGM, agreed to continue in office
with the hope that, at that time, things would be back to normal "quickly" and the AGM
could be re-scheduled. As you all know that did not happen and as weeks drifted into
months we find ourselves no better placed than what we were 10 months ago.
So what does the future hold?
The committee members are in contact with one another and as soon as matters get back to
"normality" an AGM can be rescheduled. What happens then we will all have to decide when
the time comes.
Some good news : The committee members in the absence of getting formal approval agreed
to donate £500 to the Othery Village Hall to offset the costs of the storage cupboard which
has been built to house the History Group's archives.
Please all take care of yourselves and stay healthy and hopefully in the not too distant future
we can all meet again face to face and get back to enjoying life as it used to be.
Chris Court, Chairperson
OTHERY VILLAGE HALL NEWS
The generosity of the village has been exceptional. We were able to put
together 20 hampers for our fundraising Christmas raffle. Through the
efforts of ticket sellers in Othery, particularly Maisey's Bakery, we sold all
the raffle tickets, plus a few extras through the new-fangled internet,
raising over £1,000. A huge thank you to both buyers and sellers of the
tickets.
Father Christmas also made an appearance on Sunday 20 December
visiting a large number of the children in the village. Luckily the weather
held out and Santa's visit was enjoyed by villagers of all ages. Thanks to those families who
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made a contribution to buy a gift delivered by Santa, as this has added over £30 to the
village hall funds.
As you may have noticed Othery has been unofficially twinned with Las Vegas. The lights
in the village certainly lifted spirits over the festive period. Compliments have been
received from many people who drive through the village and who enjoyed the show.
Here's hoping Christmas 2021 will see us surpass these efforts.
At the time of writing, we are still in lockdown, however, with the coming of a vaccine to
combat Covid we are hopeful that, subject to government guidance, the village hall will be
fully operative before too long. We look forward to welcoming everyone back in due
course.
Bridget Gander OVH Secretary 07958 006 403
Facebook: othery village hall
www.otheryvillagehall.org.uk
OTHERY READING GROUP
'The Girl with the Louding Voice' by Abi Dare
'The Girl with the Louding Voice' takes place in modern day Nigeria and is told through
the eyes and narrative voice of a 14-year-old girl named Adunni who lives in a small rural
village called Ikati with her father and two brothers. In a cultural landscape where men
decide the worth and value of women, Adunni is forced into various abusive situations
where her gender and status weaken her chances of advancement and having a say in this
world.
Although she is a minor, she is illegally married off to raise money for her father. Her
‘bride price’ is needed to pay the family’s rent, among other things. She is the third wife of
a man with a daughter her age. Adunni is abused not only by her husband but by the first
wife as well. When she runs into trouble, she is forced to flee and ends up being sold into
domestic service in Lagos. Her treatment in this wealthy household at the hands of Big
Madam and her lecherous husband is neglectful and abusive. Adunni receives no pay, little
food, is expected to work punishingly long hours and is beaten daily.
Despite these appalling
conditions and hardships,
Adunni is determined to
become a success and
holds fast to her belief
that the surest course to
her ultimate goal of
becoming a girl with a
‘louding voice’ is through
education. Her journey
out of these domestic
situations of servitude,
abuse, and neglect is by
her determination, her
passions and ambition to
change the world.
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As ever our group had mixed reactions to the book, however we were all appalled by the
reality of young girls being forced into marriage and domestic slavery in Nigeria; issues
that continue to blight the lives of the vulnerable. Many readers felt that the gravity of the
subject was trivialised by a light-hearted approach while others commented on the rich
language of the Nigerian narrative voice, the vibrant description and the powerful effect
of writing style.
Next month we are reading 'Vinegar Girl' by Anne Tyler.
Elinor Busby

MOORLINCH VILLAGE NEWS
CHRISTMAS AT ST MARY’S
Well, like most of the churches throughout the country we in
Moorlinch did not enjoy the ‘normal’ run of crib service, carol
service, midnight mass, Christingle service, mulled wine and mince
pies or carol singing
as we have done in
previous years.
But all was not lost.
Thanks to Ian and
Gilly we had a
beautifully decorated and lit Christmas
tree outside the church. In the porch
we had a nativity scene and other
interesting decorations thanks to Pauline
and Audrey. It was good to see our
Posada figures (including Donkey from
Shrek) getting an outing even if they
didn’t travel very far.
On 13 December we held a Zoom Christingle Service led by Pauline and with Marion
showing us how to construct the Christingles and explaining what all the elements
represented. We distributed Christingle resource bags around the village and were
delighted to see the photos sent in with some really beautifully made Christingles.
Donations collected will be sent to the Children’s Society.
Jane Stryker
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ST MARY’S CHURCH UPDATE
It is not all doom and gloom!
As any of you who currently own or have owned an old property, maintaining that
property can have elements of being the proverbial money pit. A church is no different!
For many years we have managed our way through the quinquennial review (in layman’s
terms an architectural review by the appointed Diocesan Architect, that happens every 5
years, that outlines the Must Do Now works through to the Need To Do at some time).
For Moorlinch Church this has been a building (no pun intended) list – and one that has
been rather daunting.
Whilst we have enjoyed good financial support from the people of Moorlinch over the
years, specifically towards the fabric of the building, we need more help.
Enter the Historic England Covid-19 Emergency Fund. We applied and were awarded a
grant to help towards much of the Must Do Now works. These will begin in April – date
TBA.
More details will be shared in the March issue of MOMSS together with when we have a
start and estimated end date plus more updates on any impact to Moorlinch.
It is a fantastic award and special thanks must go to Ian Wells for spearheading this project.
But it is the most necessary work that is being done. We still must fund the day-to-day,
grass cutting, insurance etc – boring stuff that keeps this church and its surrounds available
for village use - be it for a walk and some safe outside space during lockdown or attending
a national festival such as Remembrance.
More to come.
Keep safe and well.
Fiona Hixon, Churchwarden
ROG'S RECIPES
Bacon Jam
Sometimes, you come across a recipe that seems to confound the
‘Normal Rules’ - if they actually do exist, not sure if they do! One such
case occurred a couple of years ago, when one of our sons, Harry,
mentioned had we tried Bacon Jam?
First, I thought it was a wind up, “No", Harry insisted, "it is a real thing!
Last year I was putting together a birthday hamper present, for one of
our other sons, Eddie, and Bacon Jam came to mind. So I checked with Harry and he told
me where to get the recipe, there are many versions, this is the one he recommended.
Harry said, “Dad, it goes well with so many things, it’s that sweet and smoky flavour, try it
with pasta, scrambled eggs, or in place of pickles or chutneys!” I have to admit I’m hooked
on the taste, give it try and see if you agree.
Stay safe, well and keep cooking!
BACON JAM
Ingredients
500g Smoked bacon lardons
1
White onion, finely sliced
2
Garlic cloves, crushed
85g Light brown sugar

2 tbls
1 tbls
2 tbls
100ml
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Cider vinegar
Whiskey (Bourbon or Malt)
Maple syrup
Freshly brewed strong black coffee

Method.
Step 1. Fry the bacon in a large non-stick pan for 5 – 10 minutes until golden and
crisp. Remove from the pan with a slotted spoon and transfer to plate, leaving the fat in
the pan.
Step 2. Turn the heat to low and cook the onion in the bacon fat for 15 – 20 minutes
until soft and starting to brown. Stir in the garlic, sugar, cider vinegar, whiskey, maple
syrup, coffee and the bacon.
Step 3. Cook slowly for 25 – 30 minutes, stirring occasionally until thick and syrupy.
Turn off the heat, leave to cool for a few minutes, then carefully tip everything into a
food processor. Pulse briefly to chop into small pieces, then leave the mixture to cool
before packing into two sterilised jars.
Will keep up to one month in the fridge!
Roger Harding
QUIZ ON MUSICALS (Answers on page 27)
1.
Madame Butterfly’s Ghost
2.
Sad Frenchmen
3.
Not an eastern tale
4.
In tune with cats and dogs
5.
Hilarious wench
6.
Oh mother of mine!
7.
Novel for a sect
8.
And the stones they found made a gruesome display!
9.
Dates with naked WI ladies
10. The people who put on these musicals
OLDIES RULE, O.K.
A woman is as young as her knees Mary Quant
It is better to be 70 years young than 40 years old Oliver Wendell Holmes
A salesman, replacing my boiler, told me: ‘The makers will tell you this boiler will give
25 years’ service. He looked up , hesitated, and continued, ‘But of course to you that
would not be a selling point.’ Kenneth Bruce, 78
Old age is when you know all the answers, but nobody asks you the questions.
After Sunday School my granddaughter said thoughtfully: ‘Granddad, were you in the
Ark?’ ‘Of course not!’ I replied. ‘Then why weren’t you drowned?’ James Potter
What if the hokey cokey really is what it’s all about? Bob Monkhouse
It’s not that I’m afraid to die. I just don’t want to be there when it happens. Woody Allen
He who laughs, lasts Mary Pettibone Poole
(from Wrinklies' Wit and Wisdom: irreverent observations on
growing old)
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POETRY CORNER
DEPUTY ANGELS
by Valerie Warren of All Saints Church,
Trull.

A POEM FOR OUR TIMES
by Anon.
They said the world was closed today
So I went to have a look,
I found it with the shutters down
And the phone was off the hook.
So I stood there for a little while
But no one was around,
Then silence came and startled me
With the most alarming sound.
I asked him where the others were,
And why the streets were bare,
He whispered ‘Life had run away
While death was playing there’

When life is tough and we are in
worry, grief or pain-We call out to the Father
And we never call in vain.

His power makes it possible
to achieve what is desired.
He puts in place an angel
to do the work required.
He appoints some extra angels
to do the work that's needed
It could be you, it could be me,
with whom He's interceded.
We may not know that we've been picked
to do a special task,
But find ourselves compelled to do
exactly what we're asked.
It may only be a 'phone call,
or a little tin of cakes
A helping hand with shopping
perhaps is all it takes.
Some people may be confident,
some not too keen (or willing!)
Doubt that they are capable
to do the Good Lord's bidding.

‘Oh no’ I said ‘It can’t be true
For life is not afraid’
‘But no one ever goes’ he said
‘Where death has ever played.’
I understood and walked away
As Hope was standing there
With Courage in her afterglow
And the sunlight in her hair.
She said ‘Go home to those you love
This is no place to be,
For if we walk these streets today
Then no one shall be free’.

She threw her light to lead the way
And showed me where to go,
The very road that life had gone
Where the future flowers grow.
Then death showed me another way
But I didn’t want to look,
So I stumbled home in time for tea
And I read another book.

But He shows the way we are to go
or what we need to say,
And what a privilege it is
to be God's angel for a day.
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USEFUL INFORMATION
DEFIBRILLATOR MACHINES
From the scene of an incident, call 999, ask for Ambulance.
Ascertain the condition of the patient. If a defibrillator is required, to obtain the code to
open the cabinet give the following information about the nearest machine.
Call sign
Middlezoy Chapel
TA7 0NZ
SC0253
Middlezoy Village Hall
TA7 0PG
SC0254
(machine at car park end)
Othery Village Hall
TA7 0QU
Moorlinch Farm
TA7 9BU
Stawell Village Hall
TA7 9AD
Greinton Phone Box
TA7 9BW
CHT-RT-1583
Within 200m of a defibrillator they can give you the code to open the cabinet on post
code alone, farther away the call sign is required.
HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING & REFUSE COLLECTIONS
The recycling and rubbish collections for all the MOMSS & G area are as follows:
Recycling Boxes:
Thursdays 4, 11, 18, 25 February, 4 March
Black Wheeled Bins:
Thursdays 4, 18 February, 4 March
Garden Waste Bins:
Wednesdays 3, 17 February, 3 March
RECYCLING CENTRES
All of Somerset's 16 Recycling Centres changed over to winter time tables on Thursday
1 October with 9am-5pm weekday opening hours while weekends remain 9am-4pm.
Full details of each site, location, opening times, materials they will accept etc can be
found at www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycling/centres
MOBILE LIBRARY
This service continues on a Friday every 4 weeks.
Next visit: 26 February
Stawell Village Hall
9.50am - 10.30am
Moorlinch Tapmoor Road Junction
10.45am - 11.15am
Middlezoy Main Road Bus Stop
12.30pm - 1.10pm
For further information about reading books
online contact Libraries Direct on 0300 123 2224
or visit www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries
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MUSICAL ANSWERS
1.
Phantom of the Opera.
2.
Les Misérables
3.
West Side Story
4.
Singing in the Rain
5.
Funny Girl.
6.
Mamma Mia.
7.
The Book of Mormon
8.
Rocky Horror Show
9.
Calendar Girls.
10.
The Producers

MOMSS COMMUNITY INFORMATION
Please advise momssgeditor@live.co.uk of amendments/additions
CHURCH INFORMATION
Priest-in-Charge
Rev Andrea Harwood 01458 443239 vicarmomms@gmail.com
Sunday mornings, Tuesdays and Wednesdays plus half a day on Saturdays (by arrangement)
United Benefice Readers
Pauline Davies 01278 451280,, Jeanette Scott 01278 722220
and Richard Graham 01278 722284
Parish Auxiliary Lay Ministers
Mervyn Winslade (Othery); Ruth Peberdy and Roger Harding (Stawell)
Churchwardens
Middlezoy: Ian Campbell 01823 698790
Othery: Mervyn Winslade 01823 698368 and Margaret Harris 01823 698838
Moorlinch: Fiona Hixon 01458 211096
Stawell contact: Rachel Fortune 01278 723416
Sutton Mallet contact: Brian Lishman 01278 722579
Greinton contact: Jean Heywood 01458 210497
METHODIST CHURCH MINISTER
Middlezoy: Rev Deborah Kirk 01823 334854
PARISH COUNCILS/MEETINGS
Middlezoy—Chairman: Paul Baker 01823 698082
Othery—Chairman: Tony Bostock 01823 690112
Moorlinch—Meeting Chairman: Ron Hixon 01458 211096
Stawell and Sutton Mallet—Chairman: Brian Lishman 01278 722579
Greinton—Enquiries: Toby Crispin 01458 210227
DISTRICT PCSOs
Kim Wrixon 07889 658309; Lora Bray 07720 642007
VILLAGE AGENTS
Middlezoy, Othery, Moorlinch, Stawell, Sutton Mallet and Greinton:
Claire Baker, email: claireb@somersetrcc.org.uk or 07494 883654
HELPFUL NUMBERS
Middlezoy: School 01823 698465; The George Inn 01823 698215;
Shop and P.O. 01823 698981 PO - Open Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 8:45am-12pm, 2pm-5pm
Shop - Open every weekday at 8am but closes 10am on Wed. Open Saturday 8am-12noon.
Othery: School 01823 698464
Maisey’s Bakery 01823 698244; Open Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat: 8.30am-2pm,
Hot Takeaway: 8.30am-12 noon
The London Inn 01823 698416

Moorlinch: Ring O’Bells 01458 210358; Garage 01458 210298;
VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS
Middlezoy Village Hall 07840 064132; Othery Village Hall 01823 690482;
Moorlinch Church Hall 01458 210755;
Stawell & Sutton Mallet Village Hall 01278 723665; Greinton Village Hall 01458 210277
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