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FROM THE EDITOR
Who would have thought just a few weeks ago that President Putin would order his
Russian military forces to embark upon a devastating campaign to try and subjugate the
neighbouring independent sovereign state of Ukraine?
Military action, whether it is euphemistically called 'A Special Operation' or realistically
'War', is costly both in terms of money and lives – whether human, animal or vegetable.
Devastation inevitably happens and takes an unknown length of time to be repaired,
restored and replenished.
Governments can provide weapons but people provide the ability to use them … or not!
People around the world - not just the Ukrainians - are waiting, tense and nervous, for
all hostilities to end and peace to be restored as soon as possible.
In the meantime human compassion and kindness is helping the people who have had to
flee their homes and homeland to live in safe places elsewhere in the world.
Voluntary humanitarian organisations are appealing for money, food, clothes, help and
accommodation for the refugees until they can return home or have to settle
somewhere they did not really want to choose for themselves.
So as we approach Easter, a traditional time for self-denial and forgiveness of past sins,
here are some encouraging thoughts to consider: we live, we learn, we hear, we hope,
we fear, we help, we heal, we love and we forgive . . . in fulness of time.
Springtime and April give us a wonderful display of nature bursting with an abundance
of flowers and greenery from the dark and seemingly dead gardens, fields and forests.
Time now for us to feel the warmth of the sun and look forward to a host of joyful
planned events whether for ourselves or our neighbours or for refugees.
Anita Winslade (Editor), momssgeditor@live.co.uk
MOMSS MAGAZINE APPEAL
Dear Readers,
From our appeal last month we have received some £10 donations by cash and cheques
and thank the kind donors for their response. However we were unable to receive
donations via BACS because we had not published the correct and full name of the
account so here it is as follows for anyone who wishes to donate to the magazine appeal:
Account:
United Benefice MOMSS
Bank: Santander
Sort Code: 090153
Account No: 79133288
Reference: Magazine
Richard Graham (Chairman), Anita Winslade, Isobel Davis. Jane Stryker, Gill Wilkinson.
MOMSS Magazine Committee

EASTER MESSAGE FROM THE VICAR
Every year I am amazed and delighted by the glories of spring! Outside
my window is a field of golden daffodils. Only weeks ago they were
dormant bulbs lying in cold darkness under the soil. Then they reached
toward the light and shoots of life, the buds of hope and promise, began
to appear. And finally, they burst into glorious and abundant bloom.
Spring has sprung into life and it envelops us all.
Like bulbs under the dark soil, something stirs in us calling us to allow
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ourselves to be changed. We are called towards a great light. This, in essence, is the
Easter story:
“The people living in darkness have seen a great light.
On those living in the land of the shadow of death
a light has dawned.” (Matt 4.16; Isa 9.2)
Christ, after a very hopeful start, was cut down in his prime. His community despaired
while his enemies cheered. He was brutally killed by the rulers of the day, abandoned
by those he might well have expected to be able to count on. His body was taken down
and put into a dark tomb. No one with any common sense had any hope. Out of this
place of hopelessness, death and despair, an extraordinary transformation occurred.
Life in all its fullness and abundance stretched out of the darkness into the great and
glorious light of God, and in so doing, secured life and peace with God for us all.
The challenge for us all this day is whether we will respond to the Easter light, the light
of Jesus Christ who calls us out of the shadow of darkness into his life-giving presence.
Will we let the forming bud of faith come to full bloom? Or will we cut it off and throw
it away, or worse still, stamp on it with contempt? These are all choices we make, consciously or unconsciously.
But given Jesus’ raw beauty, his sacrifice for us on the cross and his resurrection to life,
that we might have life, and that abundantly, will we let his love take root and bloom in
our lives, blessing both ourselves and others, with his beauty, fragrance and form?
Wishing you every blessing for Easter.
Reverend Andrea Harwood
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BENEFICE, DEANERY AND DIOCESAN ITEMS
CHURCHES AND CHAPELS
Open Daily - The United Benefice churches in Middlezoy, Othery and Stawell
are open daily for private prayer.
BENEFICE/MIDDLEZOY PRAYER GROUP
Please do not think you have to be a member of the local churches as we are
very willing to pray for anyone who asks. The prayer group feel it is needed so
please do not hesitate to get in touch by emailing middlezoyprayers@gmail.com.
The Prayer Group
LENT COURSE 2022
Our benefice course entitled 'The Cross: Food for the Journey' continues via Zoom at
7.30pm on Wednesdays 6 and 13 April. Contact your churchwarden to receive the
details of how to join these meetings and to obtain a course booklet.
Rev Andrea Harwood
PRAYERS AND SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE
Churches across Bath and Wells have been praying for Ukraine and for peace. Many
are open for those who wish to have a quiet moment of prayer or to light a candle,
others have been holding prayer vigils. Locally church communities are working closely
with aid agencies to raise money and support those in need in Ukraine and refugees
from the conflict, including St Mary's Bridgwater and St John's, Yeovil. Bath Abbey
showed a very visible sign of support, lighting up in blue and yellow.
A UNITING FAITH
Andrew Avramenko, a curate at
St Stephen's & St Mary's, Bath who has
Ukrainian connections, reflects on the
importance of hope in challenging times.
Q.
What's the Ukrainian connection?
A.
My father is Ukrainian. His
parents survived the Holomodor, a
forced famine in the 1930s by Stalin that
aimed to wipe out Ukrainian identity over 7 million died. They escaped from
Stalin's forces and from the Nazis when
my father was a young child. They
Andrew Avramenko and family
travelled across Europe on foot before
being welcomed as refugees into the UK.
I also have connections with both the Anglican and Orthodox Ukrainian churches.
Q.
Is faith important to Ukrainians?
A.
Faith is very much part of the Ukrainian identity and their way of living. On
social media you can see people praying and holding services in underground shelters,
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in underpasses and even in front of a church while warning sirens sound. Ukrainians are
asking for prayers, not just for themselves but also for Russians, and have been deeply
touched and encouraged by them.
Q.
Is faith a support in challenging times?
A.
Faith is a very active thing that strengthens us, unites us and calls us to a better
way, a peaceful way, out of this. It helps us to see people as human rather than a label,
even our enemies. It unites us with people around the world, bringing us together in
such a way that we couldn’t do in many other ways.
Q.
How does conflict affect your faith?
A.
If anything it strengthens my faith. I came to faith in part due to the last war in
Europe, in Yugoslavia, and took aid to refugees. Although we may feel powerless, we
do have the power to act; just as we have the power to do evil, we have the chance to
do good and replace hate with love.
Read the full interview at: bathandwells.org.uk/a-uniting-faith
HOPE IN A TURBULENT WORLD
As you read this letter we will be approaching
the end of Lent and Easter will be in sight.
Much will have happened in the world since
I wrote it. Two years ago, I was praying for
the world caught up in the early throes of a
pandemic and lockdown. Who could have
known that we would still be living with the
virus and how much life would have changed for us? Today I am joining in the prayer
and fasting for countries at war. Where will we be as we enter Holy week and
approach Easter? What might be the outcome for Ukraine, Russia, ourselves?
And yet that is the very heart of faith. We do not know what the future holds but we
do know the One who holds us. The fact is that God so loved the world that when He
sees us in our greatest need, at our most threatened, fragile, He comes to be with us.
To share the pain and
give Himself fully, even
to the point of death.
And the story of
Easter tells us that
Independent Family Funeral Directors
death is not the end.
That life is found
* Private Chapel of Rest *
through the death of
* 24 Hour Personal & Caring Service *
the Saviour.
* Home Visiting Service *
I don’t know what
Bath Road, Ashcott,
your experience of
these last couple of
Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 9QT
years has been. What
Telephone: 01458 210627 or 01458 860157
deaths you might have
Email: mfranksandsons@gmail.com
faced. I expect many
of us carry the scars
Website: www.mfranksandsons.co.uk
and wounds of loss.

M. Franks & Sons
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Pain and death are not things we can
avoid. And neither did Christ. The hope
He offers us is that they are not the end
of the story but rather the beginning.
Hope can be ignited and life restored
through the faithful following in the
footsteps of the One who loves us.
It does not mean that all will be
wonderful and our journey smooth. It
won’t stop wars from taking place or
people from hurting one another. But it
does mean that hope, forgiveness and
new starts can be found as we look to
follow Christ’s example.
With thankfulness for you, and His love
Rt. Rev Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton

Dark Skies
A series of talks by specialist speakers
Sunday 24th April
Othery Village Hall TA7 0QU
from 11.00am to 5.00pm
The event will also be transmitted online

Contact

WISDOM FOR LIVING
somersetlevelsstargazers
The following quotes are all from the
@hotmail.com
bible book, Ecclesiasticus, which is found
in the apocrypha and is one of the
for the link
wisdom books. This is found between
Part of the International Dark-Sky
the Old and New Testaments in those
bibles that have it or throughout the Old
Association Dark Sky Week 2022
Testament in the New Jerusalem Bible.
Chapter and verse are stated.
4.20. Defend yourself against wrong, and do not be over modest in your own cause;
for there is a modesty that leads to sin…
6.36. If you discover a wise man, rise early to visit him; let your feet wear out his
doorstep.
21.13. A wise man’s knowledge is like a river in full spate, and his advice is a life-giving
spring.
28.17-18. The lash of the whip raises weals, but the lash of a tongue breaks bones.
Many have been killed by the sword, but not so many as by the tongue.
28.24. As you enclose your garden with a thorn hedge, and lock up your silver and
gold, so weigh your words and measure them, and make a door and a bolt for your
mouth.
39.34. No one should say, “This is less good than that”, for all things prove good at
their proper time.

SCHOOLS NEWS
MIDDLEZOY AND OTHERY SCHOOLS
On Friday 4 March, we celebrated World Book Day within our schools. We were
really pleased to be able to invite parents in to work with the children, creating their
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favourite book characters using potatoes. It was lovely to welcome so many parents
into school and there was a real buzz of creativity in both schools.
Dragons class went on their visit to Glastonbury Abbey as part of their topic on Vikings
and had a great day out. They had the opportunity to look around the museum, dress
up as rich and poor Vikings and discover more about the types of food they would have
eaten.
Our year six children have also had the opportunity to participate in the Bikeability
programme at Middlezoy. This scheme is designed to give them the skills and
confidence to ride on today’s roads. You may have seen them cycling around the
village! We are delighted that all participants are now in receipt of their Level 2 award.
We have also been celebrating National Science week. The children have been taking
part in a series of exciting activities and investigations on the theme of growth, to
satisfy the most curious of minds. The younger children have been keenly awaiting the
metamorphosis of their caterpillars. Phoenix class have been looking at investigations
and questions such as, “Are older children always the tallest?” Other classes have the
chance to create some wonderful things including their own lava lamps. Leading us
towards Easter, we have more trips planned and even a visit from an ice-cream van!
Mrs Lindsay Hayward, Headteacher, Middlezoy and Othery Primary School 01823 698465/4
VILLAGE LOTTERY FOR PTA
Dear Parent/Guardian/Villager,
Middlezoy and Othery Schools PTA would like to invite you to
take part in the School Monthly Draw. Tickets are £5 and you
can purchase as many as you like; by taking part you will have
the chance to win the following prizes and raise funds for the
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schools at the same time.
This year the monthly prizes will be 1st Prize £15, 2nd Prize £10, 3rd Prize £5.
In April, July and December there will be a Bonus 1st Prize of £30 instead of £15!
The draws will take place at the end each month. All proceeds from the draw will go
towards projects to benefit the children at both Middlezoy and Othery schools.
You can join the lottery anytime throughout the year. If you would like to take part in
the draw, please complete the form delivered to your home and return to the
Middlezoy or Othery School offices, or to Ella Jennings 07814 754127 or Emma
Shepherd 07598 277026 (Othery), or Rachael Selway 07456 653252 to arrange the
collection of monies and forms.
The deadline is Friday 22 April. The first draw will be on the last Monday in April.
Thank you so much for your continued support.
Ella Jennings

GENERAL INTEREST ITEMS
PLATINUM CELEBRATION
From 2 to 5 June this year the nation will celebrate Her Majesty The Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee.
Hope Together is working with others to help mark the occasion and to celebrate the
Queen’s 70 years of faith and service. A range of ideas and resources are provided for
communities, schools, churches and youth organisations. A website celebrating the
Queen's faith and service focuses on six ways to mark the occasion: celebrate, sing, gift,
learn, serve and invite. You can find out more at www.theplatinumjubilee.com.
SKY AT NIGHT
April 2022
Sunrise Sunset: Beginning of April 6.45am-7.44pm
End of April 5.45am-8.32pm
Moon Phases:
New Moon 1st
First Quarter 9th
Full Moon 16th
Last Quarter 23rd
New Moon 30th
Planets: To see planets this month look to the south east early
morning where Venus shines brightly, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn
also appear but nowhere near as bright.
Stars: This is a good month to look high in the southern sky
during the evening to see the formation of stars that form the
Constellation of Leo which really do create the shape of a lion resting in the sky.
Phenomena: The Lyrid meteor shower occurs overnight 21/22 April.
Paul Adamson 01823 698156
SOMERSET LEVELS STARGAZERS
Our monthly meeting will be held on Sunday 24 April when as part of the International
Dark Sky Association (IDA) Dark Sky Week 2022 the Somerset Levels Stargazers, who
celebrate their 10th anniversary in 2022, are joining forces with the Commission for
Dark Skies (CFDS) and holding a free community event called Dark Skies. A day long
series of talks focussing on the challenges of light pollution and the importance of
retaining our dark skies.
Speakers include Bob Mizon MBE FRAS co-ordinator for the Commission for Dark
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Skies, Jo Richardson FRAS ESERO-UK founder of The Space Detectives and Resident
Astronomer for Exmoor Dark Sky Reserve, Steve Tonkin FRAS lecturer, author and
Dark Skies adviser and Jim Patterson Dark Skies project adviser Moffat Observatory
Scotland.
This event is being held in Othery Village Hall TA7 0QU runs from 11am until 5pm and
will also be available on Zoom.
For details please contact somersetlevelsstargazers@hotmail.com – you can also see us at
www.somersetlevelsstargazers.co.uk and follow us on Facebook.
Paul Adamson 01823698156
WESTERN FRONT ASSOCIATION (WFA)
Somerset branch
Our next meeting is in Othery Village Hall on Wednesday 13 April at
7.45pm. Our speaker is Richard Cooper–Knight, author of the book
'Death and Service: The Commonwealth War Graves of Somerset'. There
are more than 800 First World War graves in over 240 cemeteries and churchyards
across Somerset. Each of the names on those gravestones has a story connected to it a story of family and of tragedy, a story of life on the battlefield and of love on the
home front. He will be mentioning local graves. Books will hopefully be on sale. Further
details available at https://www.deathandservice.co.uk/
Both WFA and non-members alike are welcome. Please feel free to bring your own
drink or tea and coffee will be on sale at 50p.
Pat Adamson, Secretary, Somerset W.F.A. 01823 698156 Somersetwfa@hotmail.com
FARM DIARY
This is written for non-farmers who live surrounded by farmland.
In the Field. In mid-March at the time of writing, field work has started. The winter
wheat and winter oil seed rape have all had a dose of ammonium nitrate. The winter
bean crop, as a legume, fixes its own nitrogen and so has none applied. The other two
macro-elements required are phosphorous and potassium. These are not applied out of
the bag but from
farm yard manure
applications. This
also increases the
organic matter level
in the soil which is a
long term aim. As
regards nitrogen, the
fertiliser market is in
flux with high gas
prices causing havoc.
Offers of fertiliser
prices and delivery
dates are given and
then disappear two
days later. We have
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bought one lorry load for next year’s
Soup and Pud Lunch
crop at a price that is just over three
times the norm. Instead of coming
Followed by a Talk
from the UK it will come from Egypt.
‘57 Cathedrals - a Quirky Perspective’
Last year we did the same and bought
half our requirement at a price that
By Jill Perryman
was 80% more than normal. Difficult
Saturday 23 April 2022 at 12.30pm
times. Almost certainly we shall see
reduced crop production in Britain
Moorlinch Church Hall
and that is on top of the reduced
production from Ukraine and Russia.
Come and see the wonderful architecture
These two are major exporters of
and glorious monuments that Jill shows us
wheat. The consequences of all this
accompanied by the fascinating narration
turbulence are unknown. In addition
to our normal soil sampling where a
of her journey.
third or a quarter of the farm is
sampled every year, we have had a
Tickets are £10.00 from Pam Coombes
more detailed nutrient check done.
Phone: 01458 210755
This has enabled us to reduce the
Email: pcoombes@hotmail.com
nitrogen applied with some
Please book ahead to reserve your ticket and
confidence; a result of the farm yard
manure applications. Crop sale prices
pay on the day (so we have enough lunch!)
are also rising and volatile but typically
twice the norm. With livestock, the price of pig meat is particularly low at the moment.
Journalists. The Financial Times recently ran an article 'Growth potential in the
natural capital of farmland'. This looked at an array of opportunities for British
farmland. It failed to mention its most important purpose:
producing food. As a natural store of carbon, agricultural
land clearly has a key role to play in reaching the nation’s
zero target and the carbon market can offer important
opportunities for farmers and businesses to work together
to offset emissions. “This cannot be at the expense of food
production” wrote the NFU in response to the article.
Goats. The cycle is in full swing again as kidding progresses.
The doelings (does that have not yet had a kid) have been
put out onto a herbal ley to make room in the sheds for
extra pens for the does and kids. These are isolated for the
first few days after kidding. This is primarily to encourage the
bond between doe and kid but also aids management. After
about a week, the doe and kids are loose housed with others.
Richard Graham
MUSIC ON THE LEVELS
Free Sunday Concerts
We are going ahead with our next programme of Sunday concerts starting at 3pm in
St Mary’s Church, Main Road, Westonzoyland, TA7 0EP.
Currently, there are no statutory requirements with regard to Covid. However, In
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accordance with the government guidance
that the pandemic is not yet over, we are
retaining the informal booking system and
request that audiences observe sensible
precautions as a courtesy to each other
and to help us provide a comfortable and
enjoyable experience for everyone. It also
enables us to estimate the number of cakes
to bake!
Refreshments (tea, coffee, choice of cakes)
are available at a modest charge from
2.15pm until the start of the concert.
In order to help with the artists’ and other
costs a raffle is held. Additionally, donations
are encouraged. It costs an average of
£300 to put on a concert.
So, if you want to come to the concert,
contact Frank Challenger, details below.
24 April, Sally Jenkins, Harp solo
29 May, Tango Seranados, Music from
Cuba
26 June, Rough Round the Edges, Folk
group.
Frank Challenger 01278 699071
email: f.challenger@icloud.com

R.J. Countryside &
Garden Services
Tree Surgery
All aspects of garden maintenance
Pruning, planting, weeding
Rotavating
Grass cutting
Hedge trimming
Hedge laying
Fully Insured, Qualified and Licensed
Contact Rhiannon and Jason on
07706 471337
rjcountryside@gmail.com

BETTER BUS CHARTER FOR SOMERSET
Somerset Bus Partnership was formed just a year ago to campaign for better bus
services across our county and already we have a Somerset-wide network of 115 town
and parish transport representatives who share our passion for better buses.
Somerset residents have every right to expect better, but it will need funding.
We have developed a Somerset Bus Charter and invite not just Councillors but
community groups, churches and residents to join with us and endorse it.
THE SOMERSET BUS CHARTER
BETTER BUSES FOR ALL OUR COMMUNITIES
We need a core network of frequent, high-quality services linking our towns and main
villages with enhanced weekend and evening services. Also we want an extension of the
demand-responsive ‘Slinky’ bus services, available to all and with longer operating hours.
AN INTEGRATED TRANSPORT NETWORK
We need bus routes to link with local railway stations with timetables that offer
improved connections between buses and trains.
We also want to see the introduction of integrated ticketing across the county’s
different bus operators and with trains too.
PROMOTION OF EXISTING AND NEW SERVICES
We should be promoting the bus as an important way by which we all can address the
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climate emergency in Somerset
(transport accounts for nearly half of all
carbon emissions in Somerset).
To enable more to go by bus, it is
essential that current bus timetable
information is shown at all main bus
stops and bus times information is
available in libraries and at other
information points.
AN AFFORDABLE TRANSPORT SERVICE
FOR ALL
We should make bus travel more
attractive through cheaper fares
especially targeted at young people up to
the age of 25. Plus, for everyone, a new,
all-operator, countywide value ticket.
CLEANER BUSES
We want an accelerated transition from
diesel buses to zero emission buses.
MEANINGFUL FUNDING OF BUS SERVICES
We need Somerset’s bus budget to be
brought progressively up to the average
for similar rural authorities in the South
West.
Somerset Bus Partnership
somersetbuspartnership@gmail.com

OTHERY VILLAGE NEWS
STREET FAYRE HELPERS & RECRUITMENT SOCIAL EVENING
WE NEED YOU!
The Spring Social and Recruitment Evening for Committee Members,
Helpers and Volunteers will take place on Tuesday 12 April from 7.30pm
in Othery Church Room. A warm welcome for all who attend with free
nibbles and drinks provided.
This event is to show our appreciation for all the work and generosity of
the people who have helped this year’s Othery Mouse Races Evening be
so wonderfully successful and also to hopefully retain previous
volunteers and helpers and recruit new ones for preparing and running this year's
Street Fayre on Saturday 18 June.
Othery Street Fayre Committee
READING GROUP
The Midnight Library by Matt Haig
The book chosen for March was The Midnight Library by Paul Hogan. It
tells the story of Norah whose life is at a low ebb. On her last day on
earth, she is given the chance to try out some other lives that she may have lived if
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making different choices. Which raises the question – with infinite choices, what is the
best way to live?
Many members had looked forward to reading this as the book had been on the best
sellers list for many weeks and had good reviews from well-known authors.
However, although it was generally agreed that it was an easy read, it was felt that it did
not live up to the reviews and that the concept of regrets and living other lives was not
original, other authors had used this for their books
Members felt that it was aimed at a younger age group. The author has written a
number of books for children as well as adults that have been well received some being
made into films.
Pam Coombes
OTHERY VILLAGE HALL
Diary for April
Monday 11am Yoga, 6.30pm Zumba (6pm on 11 April);
Wednesday 13 April Western Front Association;
Thursday 7.30pm Short mat bowls;
Friday 11am Pilates, 7pm Bar night;
Sunday 24 April Somerset Stargazers
Other dates for the diary:
Quiz Night 7 May, £10 per table of 4 people, 7.30 pm (doors open 7pm);
Annual General Meeting 18 October;
Craft Fair 26 November.
Bridget, Secretary, Othery Village Hall Committee
otheryvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk www.otheryvillagehall.org.uk

www.blaketraining.co.uk
Email: blake@blaketraining.co.uk
Tel: 01823 690042 Mobile: 07783 305835
Blake Training Centre
Room hire for meetings, talks, training venues
and much ,much more.
Very competitive rates
Food and refreshments can also be provided
Rob Blake - Land based training specialising in
Forestry and Arboriculture including Chainsaw
Maintenance and Cross Cutting, Felling,
Chainsaw Safety and Awareness (SAD), Climbing
and Aerial Rescue, Brushcutters, Chippers etc
Sarah Blake - Food Safety training for the
manufacturing and catering sectors. Other courses
offered: First Aid, Health and Safety, Nutrition,
Management.

Please contact us for prices and full details
Admin address: Lanlivery, Main Road,
Middlezoy, TA7 0PB
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MOORLINCH VILLAGE NEWS
WINTER WARMER
With Pam on pancakes, Pauline on porridge and
Jane jumping around trying to melt wax and
make sure the bacon wasn’t burning we
prepared for our Winter Warmer.
Pauline began the session by lighting a candle
and saying a prayer of peace for the people of
Ukraine.
As part of our Candlemas celebration, we
enjoyed making blue and yellow candles in a
variety of containers to take
home. It was good fun although a
bit messy (practice makes perfect or so they say) and we were delighted
to welcome an enthusiastic young family to our Winter Warmer.
Jane Stryker
‘57 CATHEDRALS - A QUIRKY PERSPECTIVE’
Saturday 23 April, 12.30pm, Moorlinch Church Hall
We are excited to announce our first live fund-raising event for 2022: A ‘Soup and
Puddings Lunch with Talk’ by Jill Perryman on ‘57 Cathedrals – a Quirky Perspective’
In 2016 Jill packed up her camper van and travelled all around England, Scotland, Wales
and the Isle of Man. Visiting every cathedral she took photos capturing the unique
features of each of these buildings. Jill will share these with us in an amazing slideshow
as she narrates her journey, starting with Bristol and ending with Wells Cathedral and
the marvellous ‘scissor arch’.
Come and see the wonderful architecture and glorious monuments that Jill shows us
accompanied by the fascinating narration of her journey.
Tickets are £10.00 from Pam Coombes (01458 210755 / pcoombes@hotmail.com). Or
please book ahead to reserve your ticket and pay on the day (so we have enough
lunch!).
Pam Coombes

STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET VILLAGE NEWS
More information is available on the website www.stawellvillage.info
EASTER BINGO
After a two year break, we are resurrecting (excuse the pun) our Easter
Bingo with Lamb Bonanza. Thanks to Graham and Jill Fry who have donated
a leg of lamb for the ultimate prize. Bingo will be at Stawell Village Hall on
Saturday 9 April. Doors open at 7pm, eyes down at 7.30pm. Seasonal
refreshments will be served.
As in previous years, we are asking for donations of prizes, preferably with
an Easter theme but other items welcome. Do come along for an evening of fun.
Ruth Peberdy (for the Church Committee)
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GREINTON VILLAGE NEWS
Information is available from greintonvillage@gmail.com or via the Greinton Village in
Somerset Facebook group
VILLAGE NEWS
It’s been a quiet month in Greinton, with just the Pub Night on the first Friday of the
month, which continues to be well supported. The next two are on 1 April and 6 May.
Our next social event, apart from the Pub Nights, is a lunchtime barbecue on Sunday
19 June (Fathers’ Day).
Toby Crispin

MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE NEWS
MIDDLEZOY SHOP
By the time you read this we will have done our first month at the shop. It has been a
learning curve and we are looking forward to continue developing and contributing to
the village. There have been some teething problems but these will be ironed out. We
are trying to get our perishable goods sourced locally. Our eggs already come from
Westcroft in Bridgwater and we now have an agreement with the Regency Butchers in
Westonzoyland to supply cold meats, sausages, bacon and cheese. We have also
spoken to Jack at the Mump Market Garden who would like to supply us with salad
bags and fresh seasonal vegetables in the summer. Both these suppliers are willing to let
us take your orders for any of their produce and have them delivered to the shop for
collection. (This would be a Wednesday order for delivery on Friday.) If this is
something that you would like please let us know at the shop. We are still looking for
fresh bread to be delivered; if you know of any local bakeries that will deliver, please let
the shop know. Look forward to seeing you and thank you for your continued support.
Sally Roulson, Chair
MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING
Middlezoy Chapel on Mondays from 10-12 is definitely the place to be.
We continue to have a good attendance and lovely to see some new faces recently.
We had the first of our monthly craft stalls on 7 March. Thank you to Cicely Slade who
came along and displayed her many handmade items. The knitted rabbits in the colours
of the Ukraine Flag were popular as were the handmade sun hats and pet beds. Those
that made a purchase were very pleased with their unique buys.
Our next craft stall will be on Monday 4 April when we welcome Sarah Bonham with
her Flamingo Paperie products. Do come along and have a browse and maybe find that
special Easter Card or gift.
Every week we have a raffle and bric-a-brac/bring and buy stall. On Monday 11 April we
will have an Easter Raffle and the proceeds from it will be donated to the MOMSS
Magazine. We know they incur high costs and wanted to do something to help as this
magazine is so important to the village. Without it, there would be many people not
knowing who is who or what events are happening.
Hope to see you on Mondays - everyone is welcome !
Jill Darby, Co-ordinator
Tel 01823 698000 email jilldrb@gmail.com
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LEVELS METHODIST CHURCH
Services
Palm Sunday 10 April 10.30am United Benefice Service with Holy Cross at Chapel
led by David Clitheroe with HC led by Rev Andrea
Good Friday 15 April 2.00 pm Service of Reflection at Chapel and raising the Cross
We would be very pleased to see you at the Reflection Service on Good Friday when
we raise the Cross for the Easter period. We will be placing flowers in the mesh of the
cross on Sunday and anyone is welcome to place their contributions anytime on Sunday
or after.
Pauline Stewart
REQUEST FOR MAIN MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTOR
Can you help?
Middlezoy needs a new main distributor to keep MOMSS
flowing through the village. The job is not onerous; 11 times a
year 2 boxes are delivered to your house. One box has to be
divided into 10 sections, subsequently delivered to 10 subsidiary volunteers who deliver
to individual homes. The other box needs to be given to the second main distributor.
If you can help with this vital work, you will be much appreciated.
Gill Wilkinson
wilkiberri@outlook.com 01823 698429

VILLAGE AGENTS
To contact a Village Agent ring
01823 331222 and they will find the
most suitable person to deal with
your query.
Referrals can also be made via local
doctors’ surgeries.
MIDDLEZOY & OTHERY
Jane Wood
Tel 07985 680266
email: janew@somersetrcc.org.uk
MOORLINCH
To be allocated
STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET
Daniel Bell
Tel 07946 461548
email: danielb@somersetrcc.org.uk
GREINTON
To be allocated
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HOLY CROSS CHURCH
Services in April
Sun 3rd
10.00am Holy Communion at Holy Cross
Sun 10th 10.30am Joint Chapel/UB Palm Sunday Holy Communion at the Chapel
Fri 15th
2.30pm
Joint Chapel/UB Service of Reflection at the Methodist Chapel
Sun 17th 10.00am Joint Othery/M’zoy Easter Day Holy Communion at Othery
Sun 24th 10.00am Holy Communion at Holy Cross
Ukraine
Since the invasion of Ukraine by Russia a candle has been standing on the front altar.
The church has also remained open until late evening for prayer and reflection.
The candle will remain lit while the conflict continues.
Joyful Spirit Choir Concert
On Saturday 9 April at 7pm the Joyful Spirit Choir will perform a concert in Holy Cross
in aid of the Ukrainian Refugee Appeal. Further details will be circulated by the time
you receive this edition of MOMSS.
Eco Church
We are delighted to announce that our application for the Eco Church Bronze Award
has been approved.
Middlezoy PCC
WILD MIDDLEZOY
During the past month additional hedging has been planted to fill in gaps in the hedge
between the churchyards and in the hedges by the pathway along the edge of Four
Valleys. In addition, a cherry tree and an oak tree have been planted in the new section
of the churchyard.
The approved plans for the new churchyard also include planting the following standard
trees- holly, scots pine, hawthorn and sweet chestnut. If you would like to make a
donation towards these trees please contact the churchwarden.
We plan to start to rewild the triangle of ground next to the pathway up to the church
this Spring. The rewilding group are taking on the task of establishing a wild flower bank
and, when it is established, returning the area to the Parish Council for regular
maintenance. This is an expensive task and if anyone would like to donate towards the
costs the group
would be very
grateful. It is hoped
that when the area
is fully established
it will be a
‘seedbank’ for the
village and will help
others to create
wild flower areas
in their gardens.
If you have any
questions please
contact us on
01823 698790.
Wild M’zoy Group
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OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST
WOMENS INSTITUTES NEAR US
Ashcott and Pedwell Third Thursday at 7.30pm Ashcott Village Hall, TA7 9PZ
Burrowbridge Third Monday at 7.30pm Coronation Hall, West Yeo Road, TA7 0RH
Shapwick Starlets Second Tuesday at 7.30pm Village Hall, Station Rd, TA7 9NJ
Westonzoyland Second Wednesday at 7.15pm Village Hall Cheer Lane TA7 0EZ
Local times can vary so it is best to contact to Somerset Federation before attending
for the first time 01278 287034.
BURROWBRIDGE WI
Our next meeting will cover some local history with a talk on Dr Jonathon Toogood,
the founder of the Bridgwater Infirmary, and in May we will be hearing from Emma
Britton on her career 'From radio shows to funerals and weddings'. Ladies, why not
come along and meet us on 25 April at 7.30 pm at Burrowbridge Coronation Hall (date
change due to Easter – we normally meet on the third Monday of the month) – new
faces are always very welcome.
Sue Heyes, Secretary
Tel. 01278 691326 or email: BurrowbridgeWI@outlook.com
SPRING CLEANING WITH A LEMON TWIST
When you buy lemons for cooking or cocktails perhaps buy a few more for your spring
cleaning and also use items already in
your kitchen.
Remove Stains Lemon juice is an
effective cleaner and stain-remover. Use
¼ lemon in 200ml boiling water to clean
the inside of cups. Direct application of
lemon reduces limescale. For grease and
grime on bathroom and kitchen surfaces
apply lemon juice (use half a lemon as it’s
easy to hold) and wipe off 10 to 15
minutes later. For stubborn stains, allow
the lemon juice to sit for a while first.
Oven Cleaning Mix equal amounts of
vinegar, baking soda and water in a tray
or glass dish and place in the oven on
100°C for 20 minutes (I use 200ml
water, 200g baking soda and 200ml
vinegar). Turn the oven off, wait till it’s
PEASEY FARM SHOP OFFER
Take your copy of this magazine to
the Peasey Farm Shop and receive a
10% discount on your purchases.
19

cold and wipe out with a damp cloth.
Natural Microwave Cleaner Put some slices/ chunks of lemon in 200ml
bowl of water, microwave on high for 2 minutes or until the water is
boiling. Wait 15 minutes, remove the bowl and wipe down the insides with a cloth.
Ceramic or Glass Stovetop Cleaner To remove stuck-on food, wet the area with
hot soapy water and sprinkle with baking soda. Cover with a damp towel and allow to
stand for half an hour.
Then wipe with a clean damp cloth. Use a silicone spatula to help loosen food.
Freshen your Dishwasher by adding the used lemon skins in the cutlery basket or
adding lemon juice into the detergent compartment. Or add lemons to your washing up
water for a lovely lemon scent.
All-Purpose Cleaner Mix 250ml white vinegar and 1 tablespoon baking soda in
2 litres of water. Use for removal of water stains on shower panels, bathroom chrome
fixtures, windows, bathroom mirrors, etc.
More about lemons
The easiest way to collect the zest of a lemon - put it in the freezer. It is much quicker
and easier to grate when it is frozen and afterwards the flesh can be used in your
cleaning products, recipes and drinks.
A little lemon juice also helps maintain the colour of apples, potatoes, pears,
cauliflower, guacamole and pesto.
Finally, when the lemon can’t be used for anything else, add to your compost bin.
(Please note: anyone with a medical condition should seek professional advice regarding any
use of commercial or homemade cleaning products)
INNOCENCE
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WHY IS IT SO? Author unknown
Why is it that people say they have slept like a ‘baby’ when babies wake up every 2
hours?
If a deaf person has to go to court, is it still called a hearing?
Why do we press harder on a remote control when we know the batteries are flat?
Why do banks charge a fee on insufficient funds, when they know there is not enough?
Why do they use sterilised needles for death by lethal injection?
SPRING PLANTING Author Unknown
Plant four rows of peas:
peace, presence, patience, purpose.
Plant four rows of squash:
squash gossip, squash indifference, squash criticism, squash negativity.
Plant four rows of turnips:
turn up with a smile, turn up to celebrate. turn up to reminisce, turn up to help.
Plant five rows of lettuce:
lettuce be faithful, lettuce be kind, lettuce be happy, lettuce love one another,
lettuce enjoy the harvest.

GREINTON
SERVICE STATION
WESLEY LEWIS
 MOT testing on petrol

and diesel vehicles
 Car sales and servicing
 All repairs undertaken
 Air conditioning service

and repair
Taunton Road.
Greinton, Bridgwater, TA7 9BP
Telephone 01458 210094

Our advertisers enable us to provide the MOMSS magazine free of charge to each home
in our villages. Please support them if you can, and mention this magazine.
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USEFUL INFORMATION
DEFIBRILLATOR MACHINES
From the scene of an incident, call 999, ask for Ambulance.
Ascertain the condition of the patient. If a defibrillator is required, to
obtain the code to open the cabinet give the following information
about the nearest machine.
Call sign
Greinton Phone Box
TA7 9BW CHT-RT-1583
Middlezoy Chapel
TA7 0NZ
SC0253
Middlezoy Village Hall
TA7 0PG
SC0254
(machine at car park end)
Moorlinch Farm
TA7 9BU
Othery Village Hall
TA7 0QU
Stawell Village Hall
TA7 9AD
Within 200m of a defibrillator they can give you the code to open the cabinet on post
code alone, farther away the call sign is required.
POLICE
Emergencies only tel: 999 ; Non emergencies tel: 101
CRIMESTOPPERS 8am-10pm Weekdays 0800 555111
HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING & REFUSE COLLECTIONS
The recycling and rubbish collections for the MOMSS & G area are:
MIDDLEZOY & OTHERY
Recycling Boxes, every week:
Thursdays 7, 14, Friday 22, Thursday 28 April, Friday 6 May.
Black Wheeled Bins, every 3 weeks: Thursdays 7, 28 April, 19 May.
Garden Waste Bins, every other week:
Middlezoy: Mondays 11, 25 April, 9 May
Othery: Thursday 7, Fridays 22 April and 6 May.
MOORLINCH, STAWELL, SUTTON MALLET & GREINTON
Recycling Boxes, every week:
Wednesdays 6, 13, Thursday 21, Wednesday 27April and Thursday 5 May.
Black Wheeled Bins, every 3 weeks: Wednesday 13 April, Thursday 5 May
Garden Waste Bins, every other week: Thursday 14 April, 28 April, 12 May
RECYCLING CENTRES
Summer opening hours are 9am-6pm weekdays and 9am-4pm weekends.
Full details of each site, location, opening times, materials they will accept etc. can be
found at www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycling/centres
MOBILE LIBRARY
This service continues on a Friday every 4 weeks.
Next visits: 8 April, 6 May
Stawell Village Hall 9.50am-10.30am
M’linch Tapmoor Rd Junction 10.45am-11.05am
Middlezoy Main Road Bus Stop 12.20pm-1pm
For further information about reading books online contact Libraries Direct on
0300 123 2224 or visit www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries
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MOMSS COMMUNITY INFORMATION
Please advise momssgeditor@live.co.uk of amendments/additions
ANGLICAN CHURCH INFORMATION
Priest-in-Charge
Rev Andrea Harwood 01458 443239 vicarmomss@gmail.com
Sunday mornings, Tuesdays and Wednesdays plus half a day on Saturdays (by arrangement)
United Benefice Readers
Pauline Davies 01278 451280 and Richard Graham 01278 722284
Parish Auxiliary Lay Ministers
Mervyn Winslade (Othery); Ruth Peberdy (Stawell)
Churchwardens
Middlezoy: Ian Campbell 01823 698790
Othery: Mervyn Winslade 01823 698368 and Margaret Harris 01823 698838
Moorlinch: Fiona Hixon 01458 211096
Stawell contact: To be arranged
Sutton Mallet contact: Brian Lishman 01278 722579
Greinton contact: Jean Heywood 01458 210497
METHODIST CHAPEL MIDDLEZOY
Minister: Rev Deborah Kirk 01823 334854
Chapel Stewards: Pauline Stewart 01823 698351 and Sandy Rogers 01823 698220
PARISH COUNCILS/MEETINGS
Middlezoy—Chairman: Paul Baker 01823 698082
Othery—Chairman: Andrew Tizzard 01823 690284
Moorlinch—Meeting Chairman: Ron Hixon 01458 211096
Stawell and Sutton Mallet—Chairman: Brian Lishman 01278 722579
Greinton—Enquiries: Toby Crispin 01458 210227
DISTRICT PCSOs
Georgia Coles 07889 659466; Benjamin Simpkin 07889 659932
VILLAGE AGENTS
See information on page 17 for contact details
HELPFUL NUMBERS
Middlezoy PO 01823 698981 Shop 01823 587222
Open Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 8.45am-12pm, 2pm-5pm
Shop open additionally Wed, Sat 8.45am-11am
Othery: School 01823 698464
Moorlinch: Ring O’Bells 01458 210358; Garage 01458 210298
VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS
Middlezoy Village Hall 01823 690598; Othery Village Hall 01823 690482;
Moorlinch Church Hall 01458 210755;
Stawell & Sutton Mallet Village Hall 01278 723665; Greinton Village Hall 01458 210277
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SERVICES CHART FOR CHAPEL AND UB CHURCHES APRIL 2022
DATE
April 3 Sun
(Lent 5)

TIME
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

EVENT
Holy Communion service
Prayer & Praise service
Worship For All
All Age Worship service

VENUE
Holy Cross, Middlezoy
St Michael’s, Othery
St Mary's, Moorlinch
St Francis, Stawell

10 Sun
(Palm Sunday)

10.30 am

Joint Methodists & United
Benefice Holy Communion

Methodists Chapel, Middlezoy

15 Fri
(Good Friday)

10.30 am
2.30 pm

Walk of Witness with the Cross
Service of Reflection

from St Francis, Stawell to Ball Hill
Methodists Chapel, Middlezoy

17 Sunday
(Easter Day)

10.00 am
10.00 am

Holy Communion (CW)
Holy Communion (CW)

St Michael’s, Othery
St Mary's, Moorlinch

24 Sun
(Second Sunday of Easter)

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
6.30 pm
10.00 am

Holy Communion service
Prayer & Praise service
Worship For All
All Age Worship service
Circuit Communion service
United Benefice Communion
service

Holy Cross, Middlezoy
St Michael’s, Othery
St Mary's, Moorlinch
St Francis, Stawell
Methodists Chapel, Middlezoy
St Mary's, Moorlinch

May 1 Sun
(Easter 3)
DATE
April
3 Sun

SEASON
Fifth Sunday of Lent
(Passiontide begins)

10 Sun

PALM SUNDAY
(Liturgy of the
Passion)

14 Thu

MAUNDY
THURSDAY

15 Fri

GOOD FRIDAY

17 Sun

EASTER DAY

24 Sun

Second Sunday of
Easter

May
1 Sun

Third Sunday of
Easter

READINGS
OT:
Psalm:
Epistle:
Gospel:
OT:
Psalm:
Epistle:
Gospel:
OT:
Psalm:
Epistle:
Gospel:
OT:
Psalm:
Epistle:
Gospel:
OT:
Psalm:
Epistle:
Gospel:
OT:
Psalm:
Epistle:
Gospel:
OT:
Psalm:
Epistle:
Gospel:

Isaiah, chapter 43, verses 16 to 21
126
Philippians, chapter 3, verses 4b to 14
John, chapter 12, verses 1 to 8
Isaiah, chapter 50, verses 4 to 9a
31, verses 9 to 18
Philippians, chapter 2, verses5 to 11
Luke, chapter 22, verses 14 to chapter 23, verse 56
Exodus, chapter 12, verses 1 to 14
116, verses 1 and 10 to the end
1 Corinthians, chapter 11, verses 23 to 26
John, chapter 13, verses 1 to 17 and 31b to 35
Isaiah, chapter 52, verse 13 to chapter 53, verse 12
22
Hebrews, chapter 10, verses 16 to 25
John, chapter 18, verses 1 to chapter 19, verse 42
Isaiah, chapter 65, verses 17 to the end
118, verses 1 and 2 and 14 to 24
Acts, chapter 10, verses 34 to 43
John, chapter 20, verses 1 to 18
Exodus, ch 14, verses 10 to end and ch 15, verses 20, 21
150
Acts, chapter 5, verses 27 to 32
John, chapter 20, verses 19 to the end
Zephaniah, chapter 3, verses 14 to the end
30
Acts, chapter 9 verses 1 to 20
John, chapter 21, verses 1 to 19
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