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MOMSS MAGAZINE 
This publication is hand delivered 

FREE to over 1,040 homes within the 
villages in the United Benefice:  
Middlezoy, Othery, Moorlinch, 

Stawell, Sutton Mallet & Greinton 

It can also be found at: 

www.middlezoyvillagehall.org.uk  

and www.stawellvillage.info  and 

www.achurchnearyou.com/ Othery page 
 

MOMSS is issued 11 times a year (there is 
a joint December/January issue) and is 
designed as a Community Magazine.  
It is produced by volunteers, with the 
authority of the United Benefice 
Churchwardens, for the villagers’ benefit. 
 

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 
Committee: Richard Graham, Anita 
Winslade, Jane Stryker and Isobel Davis. 
Editor this month: Anita Winslade 
Compiler this month: Isobel Davis  
 

NEWS ARTICLES 
We regret we cannot guarantee inclusion 
of articles or photographs and may need 
to edit copy due to space limitations. 
Submitting articles: Copy preferred in 
Microsoft Word format.  
Email to momssgeditor@live.co.uk  
300 word limit please.  
Submit handwritten copy via one of the 
members of the committee if you are 
unable to find someone to help you 
transfer it to email.  We cannot guarantee 
its accurate inclusion.   
Submitting photos or artwork: 
also momssgeditor@live.co.uk  
We gladly accept news and views from all 
groups or individuals, however, the 
Committee has overriding editorial 
control.  We cannot accept liability for 
loss or damage arising from any error, 
inaccuracies or omission from any copy or 
advertising.  The views expressed in the 
magazine are not necessarily those of the 
United Benefice, the Editorial teams or  

the publisher. 

 

This magazine is edition  

number 4 of volume 22 

 

DON’T FORGET ! 
June edition deadlines: 

Adverts 12 May 
Articles 15 May 

 

MOMSS Publishing House Style 
Articles submitted to the magazine are put 

into MOMSS house style. This uses Gill 

Sans 10pt for general text with Gill Sans 

bold 10pt for sub-headings. Arial Black 10pt 

is used for main headings. Example of our 

date format is '25 December’  – the st, rd, 

th are only used after dates with no month 

alongside. There is no need to insert year 

unless referring to year ahead. We use a  

12 hour time format eg '5.30pm'. Italics, 

bold or underlining will not be included. 

Advertising costs 
Quarter Page: (A7 size):   

Single edition £20;   Three editions £50;  

Six editions £90; Annual £175. 

Half Page (A6 size): 

Single edition £40;  Three editions £100;  

Six editions £180; Annual £350. 

For further pricing information and 
technical details phone  
Jane Stryker Tel:  01458 210661 
E-mail momssgadverts@live.co.uk 
 

Please note: Copy and payment for adverts 
must be received by 12th of the month  
(see date of deadlines on this page). 
Advertising space is limited. We cannot 
guarantee single adverts will be accepted 
for publication.   

MOMSS Account details 
Account name:    United Benefice MOMSS 

Sort Code 09.01.53   

Account Number 79133288 

Reference 'Magazine'. 

http://www.stawellvillage.info
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  GENERAL ITEMS 

POPE FRANCIS 
It is with great sadness the news of the death of Pope Francis on Easter Monday was 

received. A greatly respected, wise and faithful man has completed his journey on earth, 

his spirit now ascends to his rightful reward in heaven. 
Anita Winslade 

  FROM THE BENEFICE READER … PAULINE 

Dear All, 

The cricket season has begun and once again some results will rely on  

the weather to be fruitful but there must always be hope. Just as we  

hope that at some point the sun will shine for us whatever we are doing. 

Technically playing cricket overall can be described as “when you are in 

you can be out and when you are out you can be in”. There is a lot 

more to it than that I know but, cricket or no cricket, daily life is a bit 

like that. You can feel a bit up and down, a bit in or out of it and  

sometimes feel joy then sorrow. It seems that life has no boundaries. However hope is 

what we need to cling on to. HOWZAT! 

As well as living in hope, prayer is also something to participate in. Prayer is a simple 

form of action. It was the first thing Jesus said we should do and he gave us his own  

example to follow called The Lord’s Prayer. Prayer is not a task and can be interpreted in 

so many ways. Some time ago I found this article/reflection from The Minds Journal: 
 

Do you pray?  

What is a prayer? 

Prayer doesn’t only happen when we kneel or put our hands together and focus and expect 

things from God. 

Thinking positive and wishing good for others is a prayer. 

When you hug a friend, that’s a prayer. 

When you cook something to nourish family and friends, that’s a prayer. 

When we send off our near and dear ones and say, “drive safely” or “be safe”, that’s a prayer. 

When you are helping someone in need by giving your time and energy, you are praying. 

When you forgive someone, that is prayer. 

Prayer is a vibration. 

A feeling. 

A thought. 

Prayer is the voice of love, friendship, genuine relationships. 

Prayer is an expression of your silent being. 

Keep praying always . . . 
 

As someone has said “Prayer was never meant to be magic . . . it’s an act of love”. And who 

knows? Essentially prayer is an attitude of heart so you pray in any way you feel is right. 

Somewhere out there someone is praying for you. HOWZAT! 

We must live in hope in sunshine or showers. 

Have a lovely Summer!                 Pauline Davies 
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SKY AT NIGHT    May  

Sunrise Sunset   Beginning of May 5.42am-8.34pm        End of May 5.402am-9.16pm 

Moon Phases      First Quarter 4th / Full 12th / Last Quarter 21st / New Moon 27th 

Planets                Jupiter is still fairly bright but fading now setting in the north west at 

11pm. Also on view is Mars looking like a red star as it moves into the Constellation of 

Cancer and sets at 2am. Later at 4am Venus along with Saturn can be seen rising low on 

the eastern horizon. 

Constellation 

The main stars of the Constellation of Cancer the Crab form an upside down Y shape 

but are not very bright and require binoculars to find. It is located to the right of the 

Constellation of Leo the Lion looking south west at this time of year. At the centre of 

this asterism lies an amazing cluster of stars known as the Beehive Cluster as through 

binoculars it remarkably looks like a swarm of bees. This is an open cluster containing 

around 1,000 stars and is also known as The Manger or Stable which is derived from its 

Latin name of Praesepe.  

Phenomena 

At around 11pm on 3 May locate the above mentioned Constellation of Cancer to see 

the planet Mars skim above the Beehive Cluster and above this an almost first quarter 

Moon.                                                                             Paul Adamson 01823 698156 
 

SOMERSET LEVELS STARGAZERS 
At our May meeting we are joined again by Hugh Allen who will be giving a talk on the  

life and times of the Victorian astronomer William Huggins and his work on astronomical 

spectroscopy.  We also have a night sky guide for the month ahead and astronomy news.  

Admission is £3 with membership available.  The meeting will be held on Wednesday  

28 May in Othery Village Hall, Fore Street, Othery, TA7 0QU.  For more details or to be 

added to our mailing list please contact somersetlevelsstargazers@hotmail.com    

Follow us on Facebook             Paul Adamson 01823 698156 
 

WESTERN FRONT ASSOCIATION 
The next meeting of the Somerset Branch of The Western Front Association 

will take place on Wednesday 14 May at 7.30pm in Othery Village Hall.  

Anyone is welcome to attend our meetings. We ask for £5 to help cover 

our costs and this not only gives you a good speaker and talk but a free mug 

of tea or coffee and raffle ticket! If you qualify as a child you get all this for free.  

Our speaker this month is historian Paul Harris and his subject is A Lieutenant at 15.  

A Lieutenant at 15 is the remarkable story of Alfred Davis who was one of the youngest 

officers to serve in the British Army during World War 1. This talk will explain how he 

was able to gain a commission at the age of fifteen and what he encountered in his time 

on the Western Front. It seems unbelievable that someone as young as Alfred served as 

an officer in the field. He fought at the Battle of Mametz on the Somme in 1916 and 

endured the German offensive of March 1918. His story offers a valuable  

insight into our understanding of underage soldiers and their experiences.  

Our meetings are always on the second Wednesday of the month and in June we will 

have internationally acclaimed historian Peter Hart. Put both these dates on your  

calendars now and we hope to see you at a meeting. 

Pat Adamson, Secretary, Somerset branch, WFA    01823 698156 
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FARM DIARY  
This is written for non-farmers who live surrounded by farmland. 

In the field. The sheep are on arable ground that has been sown with a herbal ley  

under the SFI governmental support for farmers. It is a rotational option. We have not 

done this before and one concern is to stop any weeds seeding that we do not want to 

see in the arable crop that will follow in the autumn. Sheep are called the golden hoof 

and we are hoping that they will assist us in our plan to increase the soil’s organic  

matter content and its fertility. Time will tell. We try to soil sample a third of the farm 

every year but this does not happen always; last year it was too wet. Occasionally by 

mistake, we do not receive the organic matter content in the package. Communication 

is key. This late winter we have had the whole farm sampled and at the moment the 

results are yet to be analysed. Typically sampled will be acidity, levels of phosphorous  

and potassium and the organic matter percentage. Last autumn another large dose of 

imported farm yard manure was used on several fields. This can correct deficiencies of 

the macro elements (P and K) much more quickly than with bagged fertiliser and also 

provides other benefits – it is alive with beneficial bacteria. 

Sheep fleeces. These were used to protect newly planted trees last year. Readers of 

this diary might like to know that they have lasted for a year but are now being grown 

through by grasses and cleavers. The latter is the sticky one children put on their  

jumpers in strings. The plants are hairy. The fleeces will certainly have helped although 

this has not been a scientific test with proper controls. We will do it again though. We 

have seen trees where the surrounding ground has been kept clear compared with 

where it has not and the difference in growth is noticeable.                    

Richard Graham 



6 

NEWS FROM OUR MPS 
 

Ashley Fox, MP for Middlezoy and Othery 

Delivering Better Bus Services 

One of the most frequent concerns I hear from residents is about buses - services not 

turning up, long waits or whole areas with no public transport. It’s clear the system 

needs improving. 

That’s why, soon after being elected, I launched a survey to hear directly from people 

across the constituency. I then went on to meet with First Bus and Somerset Council  

to present the findings and press for change - more reliable, frequent and  

better-connected services. 

I raised concerns about routes like the 21 between Burnham and Taunton, and  

highlighted places such as Puriton and Chilton Trinity which remain underserved.  

Following my lobbying - alongside efforts from organisations like the Somerset Bus  

Partnership - I’m pleased that Somerset Council has now secured additional  

Government funding for the constituency. 

We’ll see improvements to the 21 and B1 services and bus priority upgrades in  

Bridgwater. Importantly for rural areas, funding will also expand the Sedgemoor Slinky 

service using Digital Demand Responsive Transport (DDRT), offering more flexible  

options where regular buses aren’t viable. 

There’s more to do - but this is real progress. If you’ve had a local bus experience - 

good or bad - I want to hear from you.             

www.ashleyfox.org.uk    Facebook: Ashley7Fox 
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Update from Tessa Munt, MP for Moorlinch, Stawell, Sutton Mallet and  

Greinton 

Hello everyone! 

In March, I spoke in Parliament to support the 916 people who contracted Hepatitis C 

after the infected blood scandal but are excluded from the compensation scheme. This 

is unfair, and I expect to meet a minister to hear why this group was dropped from the 

scheme. 

The Immigration Minister agreed to meet me after I raised the case of a local man 

granted a visa despite making a fraudulent application – about which the Home Office 

was informed. Those who want to stay here should live within the law.   

Tuesday is my Justice Committee day. This month I’ve joined three discussions on how 

to make prisons fit for the future: using technology to stop the use of mobile phones, 

drugs and counter violence and gang culture. Next we’re discussing the Criminal Cases 

Review Commission.  

I joined local producers at an event in Parliament, hosted by the National Association of 

Cider Makers, highlighting the importance of cider-making across rural communities. I’m 

proud of our local cider makers – Somerset would not be the same without them.  

The world can feel turbulent and unpredictable. Yet, I visit every corner of this  

constituency and see the beauty of the natural world and the kindness of people. One 

of the most important parts of being your MP is supporting you with the issues you 

face. If I can assist, or you wish to share your views, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  

I’ll be holding my regular ‘surgery’ on Saturday 3 May from 11.00am – 12.00 noon at  

The Bluebird Café,  Wedmore and another on Friday 9 May from 7.00pm – 8.30pm at 

Ashcott Pub Night in Ashcott Village Hall. 

No appointment is necessary - it’s first come, first served. If you can’t come to meet me, 

I’ll come to see you. You can get hold of me in several ways: 

01934 440639 (answerphone out of office hours) tessa.munt.mp@parliament.uk 

Text: 07714 599669 Post: Tessa Munt, Freepost (you won’t need a stamp) 
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WEEKLY MONDAY COFFEE MORNINGS 
We meet every Monday (excluding bank holidays) in the chapel from 10am -11.45am. 

We serve tea, coffee and hot chocolate at a cost of £1 including biscuits with free refills. 

Come along to meet old friends and make new ones. All welcome. 

We have recently taken several boxes of bric-a-brac to the Cancer Research Charity 

shop in Bridgwater. We are now in need of some good quality items for our stall.  

Unwanted gifts/items from home. No clothes. 

Do you have any plants you would like to sell? You can bring them along for a small  

donation to the funds.  

Food Bank donations - Thank you to the person that leaves items for the foodbank 

outside of the chapel early on a Monday morning. We have several of your tupperware 

containers in the back room - do let me know and I can return them to you. 

At our Easter coffee morning we had a big raffle and proceeds will be donated to 

the church for the bell tower repairs. Thank you to those who donated prizes and to 

your generosity which resulted in a grand total of £120.             Jill Darby (Co-ordinator) 
 

MIDDLEZOY WOMEN’S SOCIAL CLUB 
We held a successful brunch in March and made £365 which was donated to the village 

defibrillator fund. Thank you to all those who attended. Thanks also to the ladies who 

worked tirelessly in the kitchen - we are so lucky to have such willing and able members 

in our club. 

If you are aged 65 and over and a village 

resident you will, in the next couple of 

months, receive an invitation for the  

annual outing. This year we will go to 

Darts Farm on route to Sidmouth. We 

have already booked the sunshine for 

Tuesday 12 August. Please note that this 

year we are going a week later to avoid 

the Sidmouth Folk Festival. Return your 

invites promptly to ensure your seat on 

the coach.                   Jill Darby, Chairman 

 

MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE HALL 
Middlezoy Community Project 

The Casino Zoyale evening was a great 

success, enjoyed by all. We had good beer, 

cocktails and canapés. 

On Sunday 4 May we will be celebrating 

VE Day. The theme will be Picnic in the 

Park. This will be for 2.00pm onwards, 

hopefully it will be a nice day. Families will 

be able to bring their picnics and have a 

  MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE NEWS 
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fun day out. The bar will be open and if the weather is inclement, we will put the tables 

up in the hall. We're hoping that for all the primary school children there will be face 

painting and maypole dancing.  All children primary school age will be given a goody bag. 

So please come along and have a great time. 

On Friday 9 May we have Green Lemon, the Mexican food van coming. This was a great 

success last time they came. 

On Saturday 10 May we will holding a musical bingo night and it should be a lot of fun. 

There will be prizes for the first line and full house. Look out for the posters and details 

on Facebook. 

Friday evenings are still a big success - fish and chips being the best attended. We also 

have other food wagons attending - details are posted on the Middlezoy Facebook page.  

We are still looking for more volunteers to help run and organise events for the future. 

If you would like to come along to one of our meetings, we hold them on the first  

Monday of every month starting at 7pm, usually aiming to finish no later than 9.00pm. 

If you can help, please contact me on 07760 887907.                     Paul Baker MCP Chair 
 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH 
Churchyard : Thank you to all who contributed to the Churchyard Gift Day.  

Donations can still be handed to our treasurer, Gill Wilkinson, or to any PCC member. 

Thank you also to all who helped with the Churchyard Clean Up Day either on the day 

or later in removing the bags of vegetation to the recycling centre. 

Bell Restoration Project :The bell restoration project of refurbishing the six bells 

and replacing the support structure has been given the support of the Diocesan  

Advisory Committee (DAC).  

A 28 day public notice period is now in 

place. If there are no objections the 

faculty (planning permission) certificate 

will be issued. 

The grant applications to the Heritage 

Lottery Fund and the Bath and Wells 

Diocesan Association of Change  

Ringers have now been submitted. A 

‘thermometer’ with a QR code (you 

may use this to donate to the fund) 

has been erected in the churchyard. 

Hopefully the ‘mercury’ will soon rise 

up the tube. 

Annual Parochial Church  

Council Meetings : The Annual  

Vestry and Parochial Church Council 

meetings were held in the church on 

Thursday 3 April. Ian Campbell was  

re-elected as churchwarden. There 

were no nominations for the second  

churchwarden or the roles of  

deputy churchwarden. The existing 

 

We offer the following Services,  
all in the comfort of your own home. 

 

 *Bespoke hand sewn curtains 

 *Lampshades    *All types of blinds 

 *Cushions - including outdoor 

 *Wallpaper   *Fabric, poles and tracks 

 *Small upholstery jobs 
 

By appointment only, but please contact us by: 

Phone: 07444 297 912 

Email: info@swallowcliffeinteriors.co.uk 

Website: www.swallowcliffeinteriors.co.uk 

 

 

Swallowcliffe Interiors Ltd 
          Bespoke     Soft Furnishings 
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members of the PCC were re-elected. 

The suggestion of forming a Friends of Holy Cross was well received.  

A public meeting will be arranged to further discuss the feasibility of the idea. 

Open Tower Day : The next Open Tower Day is on Monday 5 May from 2.30pm.  

Another opportunity to climb the 93 steps, enjoy the panoramic views across the  

Somerset Levels and afterwards indulge in the homemade refreshments. 

Concert by Yeovilton Military Wives Choir : A concert in Holy Cross Church by 

the Yeovilton Military Wives Choir has been arranged for Saturday 5 July to raise funds 

for the bell restoration project. Further details in next month’s MOMSS.  

   Middlezoy Churchwarden and PCC 

 

MIDDLEZOY METHODIST CHURCH  
The Peekaboo Gang : The Group continues to meet weekly in term time and  

welcome new families. This is a place of fun and friendship on a Friday morning, 9.30am-

12.30pm, come any time, and stay for as long as you want. 

If you have a little one under 3 years old, pop by and meet some lovely ladies whilst 

your little one enjoys playing in the small and friendly space. 

Soup and Sweet at the Chapel : Thank you to all who have supported the soup and 

sweet lunches through the last months. In June, we shall begin offering Salads and Sweets 

– sorry no lunch in May.  

Easter Family Fun Afternoon : 

13 children and their accompanying 

adults enjoyed the crafts and  

activities on offer on 10 April. Thank 

you for coming along!  

May services 

Sunday 11 May, 10.30am:  United 

Service in the Methodist Church led 

by Ildiko Haraszti. 

Sunday 25 May, 3pm:  Baptism  

Service in the Methodist Church. 

Sunday 25 May, 6.30pm:  Easter  

Offering Dedication Service in the 

Methodist Church, led by Reverend 

Deborah Kirk. 

Booking the Methodist Church 

for your events 

Don't forget that the Chapel space 

and back room are available to hire 

- phone Jill Darby on 01823 

698000. 

Rev Deborah Kirk, Minister,  

deborah.m.kirk@gmail.com  

01823 334854 

Ildiko Haraszti Minister-in-Training, 

ildikotutor@gmail.com 
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MIDDLEZOY PARISH COUNCIL 
Defibrillators 

The Parish Council have arranged for a new defibrillator to be installed in Broadfield 

Park and the replacement of the two existing units, located at the Methodists Chapel 

and the Village Hall, following the expiry of their warranty. Thank you to the  

organisations who have provided funds towards the installation and running costs.  

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
Open: The church is currently only open from 9am to 3.30pm, Mondays to Fridays  

during school term days and for services. Genuine visitors can phone 07714 672316 to 

arrange for access at other times. 
 

OTHERY BOOK READING GROUP 
Seating Arrangements by Maggie Shipstead 

Winn Van Meter’s daughter, Daphne is getting married over the weekend 

in the Van Meters’ picturesque summer cottage on the island of Waskeke, 

New England, but the peaceful wedding plans are shattered as the chaotic troubles of all 

the guests start to boil over. Winn battles his desire for Agatha, Daphne’s friend from 

college, while trying to convince 

old schoolmate Jack Fenn to allow 

him access to the island’s  

prestigious country club; Biddy, 

Winn’s wife, broods over Winn’s 

infidelity; Livia, Daphne’s younger 

sister, got dumped by Teddy Fenn 

(son of Jack Fenn) and can’t seem 

to accept it; and Daphne is the 

evidently pregnant bride on this 

celebratory occasion. 

Seating Arrangements is significantly 

more bitter than sweet (and not 

bittersweet at all), and the  

characters are pitiful and  

unpleasant in their flaws.  

Shipstead’s simple and expressive 

writing evokes vivid images of both 

the good and bad of romantic and 

familial relationships. 

All of us found this book well  

written particularly for a first novel. 

However, the majority of readers 

found the bitterness not to their 

taste and the inability to care or 

  OTHERY VILLAGE NEWS  

 

 

 
 
 

PHOENIX HEATING  

PLUMBING & RENEWABLES LTD 
 

For all your Gas, Oil, Plumbing 

 and Renewable Heating Needs 
 

 ANNUAL SERVICING 

 REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS 

 PLUMBING 

 CALL OUT SERVICE 

 NEW INSTALLATIONS 

 LANDLORD GAS & EICR CERTIFICATES 

 OFTEC & GAS SAFE REGISTERED 

 SOLAR PV INSTALLS 

 ASHP INSTALLS 

 GENERAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
 

Freephone: 0800 999 1412 

Telephone: 01823 765143 

Mobile: 07391 049398 

Email: info@phr.ltd 

mailto:info@phr.ltd
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identify with any of the characters left them 

feeling unengaged and a bit grumpy! A few 

of us really enjoyed the humour and the 

biting social satire. 

At our next meeting in May we will be  

discussing If Nobody Speaks of Remarkable 

Things by Jon McGregor.             Martin Wall 
 

CHURCH ANNUAL MOUSE 

RACES 
Our ninth Annual Mouse Races Evening 

took place in Othery Village Hall on  

Saturday 22 March. Great excitement  

ensued with mice running forwards and 

backwards, along small tracks to the  

finishing lines. However, infuriatingly, some 

mice decided that they would just sit down 

and preen themselves instead of exploring 

their runs to the full. 

Everyone who attended was able to look  

at and choose their favourite mice, sales of 

temporary ‘ownership’ of the mice took 

place and punters placed their bets. Much  

enjoyment was had when the winners (eventually in some cases!) crossed the line and 

‘owners’ and successful backers received their cash prizes. 

Our thanks to all who sponsored the eight races, for Denzil Hayes and his team for 

providing the mice and staging the event and for Eli Busby and her team for running the 

kitchen providing hot and cold refreshments for sale throughout the evening. The bar 

was run by the village hall committee. 

The profit of approx. £1,572 raised by the event will go towards the set-up and running 

costs of the thirty-third Annual Othery Street Fayre and Evening Events on Saturday 21 

June.                                Anita Winslade, Secretary, Street Fayre Committee 01823 698368 
 

MOTHERING SUNDAY SERVICE 
Glorious spring sunshine greeted our annual church Mothering Sunday service. It may 

not be generally known that the dictionary definition of the word ‘mothering’ actually 

means loving and nurturing in the manner of a mother, which may not be specifically 

provided by a mother. Thus it originated as the one day of the year when young  

domestic servants in the big houses were able to return to their homes and a service in 

their ‘Mother Church’ to celebrate, very unlike the modern event. 

Our service was expertly led by Rev David Hatrey to appeal to a wide age group, the 

service concluding with the distribution of beautiful posies of daffodils, especially 

fetched from Cornwall for the occasion, by Anita. Unfortunately, we did not realise until 

later that the school calendar had included Mothers’ Day the previous Thursday, so 

there were no young mums to receive them.  

This was unlike the recent school end-of-term Easter Service, which took place in the 
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church and welcomed anyone from the village to attend. It was a mixture of Easter and 

springtime songs and readings provided by the older children and a truly fantastic Easter 

Bonnet parade given by the younger ones. Thank you to the school. Perhaps we can join 

forces anther time. Harvest has been suggested as an opportunity. 

Kath Cowles 

OTHERY STREET FAYRE 
Saturday 21 June  

Our annual church fundraising event will be here again and we have organised another  

day and evening of events and activities. With the June edition of the magazine we will be  

delivering our annual house-to-house  

appeal leaflets asking people for donations of items to our own church stalls of Bottle-

Tombola, Bric-a-Brac and Produce (NO BOOKS this year please) which we will then 

collect during the week immediately before the Fayre.  

Cakes Stall  

Elinor Busby is appealing for on-the-day donations of homemade cakes - small, medium 

and large sizes will be very gratefully received. Also if you feel you could help on the 

stall for an hour during the day it would be much appreciated. Please contact her at 

Church Farmhouse, North Lane or phone 01823 690453.  

Got something to sell?  

Stall sites booking forms are available from the Street Fayre Secretary, Anita Winslade, 

Elmgrove Bungalow, Holloway Road, Othery, TA7 0QF. Tel: 07714 672316.  

From 11am - 4pm  

Come along to North Lane, the playing field, the Old Vicarage lawn and the church, all of 

which will be filled with stalls, exhibitions, live entertainments, Dog Show, horses, games, 

competitions, sales of the Grand Draw Raffle tickets for many valuable prizes which 

have been donated by very generous donors. Hot and cold refreshments, all day bar and 

classic cars etc to name just a few!  

From 4pm to 11pm  

Immediately after the Fayre closes at 4pm the playing field marquee will be the focal 

point with the bar open and live musical entertainment from 4.30pm; then from 5.30pm a 

pig roast. Live music will then continue until closure of the bar and playing field at 11pm.  

Volunteer Help 

If you are new to the village or have not volunteered before and can spare an hour or two 

to help on a stall, or setting up etc. please contact Isobel Davis, email  

isobeldav@gmail.com or phone 01823 698119. You will be made very welcome. 

Anita Winslade, Secretary, Street Fayre Committee. 

07714 672316 anitawinslade@gmail.com 
 

OTHERY VILLAGE HALL 
We hope you all had an enjoyable Easter Bank Holiday Weekend and the lighter nights – 

summer is definitely on its way! We continue to secure caterers to support our Friday 

night social, please see the dates overleaf for the next two months and look out for  

details on the Village Hall Facebook page: 
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Pitaria – 2 May        Jesters – 23 May     Enricos Pizza – 9 May, 13 June 

Oggy Oggy Pasties – 30 May       Son of a Bun – 16 May, 20 June  

Little Van Rouge – 6 June  Spice and Rice – 27 June 

SAVE THE DATES! 

Keep an eye out for the posters, Facebook notifications and on our noticeboard for full 

details but please save the following dates: 

16 May - Live Music Night featuring Steve Mitchell  

7 June – Decades Disco. 7pm till midnight. Music from the 50s through to the 2000s  

£5 entry per adult under16s free 

18 July – Summer Barbecue 6pm till late (Please note the new date) 

20 September - Live Music Night featuring The Painkillers 

24 October – Halloween Party 7pm 

14 November – 2nd Annual Othery Village Beer Fest 7pm till late – featuring Vinyl Act 

7 December – Village Christmas Party 4pm – 7pm 

If there is an event you would like to see held at the hall, then please do contact a  

member of the committee to share your ideas. 

Regular events 

Happy hour (and a half) at the village hall bar on the first Friday of the month. All drinks 

and snacks 50% off from 7pm to 8.30pm.  

Local groups including Pilates, the Western Front Association, Short Mat Bowls, Little 

Pickles and Somerset Levels Stargazers as advertised on the village hall website. 

We are always looking to expand our group of volunteers to either help set up, run or 

tidy up after our events or help run the bar on a Friday night. If you do have some time 

to spare and would like to get involved, then please speak to a member of the  

committee or contact us on the details below. Thank you. 

Rachael Selway, Secretary, OVH Management Committee     www.otheryvillagehall.org.uk 

Email: otheryvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk  Tel: 07456 653 

  MOORLINCH VILLAGE NEWS   

MOORLINCH PLANT SALE 
Sunday 18 May 2pm – 4pm, Church Hall Grounds. 

It’s a perfect time to pick up some plants for your flower and vegetable garden. There 

are usually masses of tomatoes and climbing beans, broccoli, courgettes and squash, not 

to mention more unusual vegetables and chilli plants to try. Browse through the wide 

selection of plants lovingly grown by Moorlinch Garden Club members, brighten up 

your flower borders, from annuals such as cosmos and nicotiana to dahlias, geraniums, 

irises and ornamental grasses. There is always a chance to find something unusual and 

many bargains to be had! 

Tea and delicious home-made cakes will be on offer as well as a cake stall. 

Back again this year, ‘Top Edge’ tool and knife sharpening service. Anything from sewing 

scissors to garden shears professionally sharpened. A perfect opportunity to get your 

garden tools in good shape for the year ahead. 

So please join us for plant buying or just a cup of tea and a piece of cake. 

Any contributions of plants and cakes are most welcome. In aid of Church Hall funds. 

For more information please contact Jenny Hayward-Karlsson 07807 505693 
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MOORLINCH CHURCH HALL AGM - 1 MAY 
Have your say about the hall management for the coming year! 

The hall AGM will be in Moorlinch Hall on Thursday 1 May at 7pm.  

We will have brief Chairperson's and Treasurer's reports with an opportunity for you to 

ask questions and there will be the annual election of officers. Please contact me for 

information if you would like to find out more about joining the committee  

The main discussion will be about how you would like the hall to be managed in the 

coming years so it works well for the village and our community.  

Looking forward to seeing you there.                Samantha Dawe Sam.eastend@gmail.com 
 

A PLEA FROM MOORLINCH, STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET PCC! 
It is evident that rural (village) church life is no longer as it was. There are still regular 

worshippers who derive comfort from a Sunday service, but that is a personal choice 

and not for everyone.  

However! There is still an important role that our village churches can and do play. On 

those sad occasions when a beloved villager dies, or those happy occasions when one 

weds, or their child is baptised, our village churches are once again full to capacity as we 

celebrate life lived, new life begun and life yet to live. 

It is at these ‘key’ times of weddings, baptisms and funerals, as well as Easter, Harvest, 

Remembrance and Christmas when having a church in our villages provides the focal 

point and we welcome people into church who may not usually choose to be there. 

The Benefice is at a crossroads and while the Church of England faces challenges, our 

attention and efforts must remain firmly rooted in our local community, addressing the 

immediate needs and challenges we face here. This is where the real support is required 

and without it our village churches are at risk. 

Thank you to those who continue to support the church both physically - where would 

we be without the willing teams of bell ringers, flower arrangers, PA and cleaners et  

al - and financially.  

Regular planned giving can truly make a significant impact. With contributions as modest 

as the cost of a weekly coffee, we can ensure the continued presence of our village 

churches. While fundraising events are wonderful, it's vital to have a stable financial plan 

that doesn’t rely solely on the time and resources needed for such efforts. A consistent 

donation is a sustainable way to support the churches, ensuring they remain a  

cornerstone of our community, there for when they are needed. Your generosity helps  

preserve these invaluable spaces for everyone, now and in the future. 

For more information on Planned Giving please contact Fiona or Richard, or just return 

the enclosed form.                                                  

Fiona Hixon, Churchwarden Moorlinch                Richard Graham, Churchwarden Stawell 

 STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET VILLAGE NEWS 

Information is available on the website www.stawellvillage.info 
 

STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET PARISH COUNCIL 
Contact details for the Clerk to the Parish Council are: Mr Chris Fry, 101 Bradney Lane, 

Bawdrip, Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 8PQ.  Email: cnfry@talktalk.net Mobile: 07796 794037 
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ST. FRANCIS CHURCH 
Easter Bingo 

There was a full house, (excuse the pun) at the Easter Bingo in Stawell Village Hall on  

5 April. The doors opened and they kept on coming, with more tables having to be put  

out in order to seat everyone. 

As ever, there was a lot of fun, laughter and delight at all the prizes so generously  

donated. Highlights of the evening were the winners of the Easter hamper and the leg of 

Stawell lamb, complete with a jar of mint sauce, kindly donated by Jill and Graham Fry. 

£427 was raised that evening which will be a great help in fixing the remaining work on 

the church roof. 

Thank you so much to all who contributed to the success of this popular event. 

Quiz Night 

St. Francis Church will be hosting a Quiz Night on Saturday17 May.  

Doors open at 7pm for 7.30 start. 

Teams of four, £3 per person. Bring your own drinks and glasses. 

Refreshments will be served in the break           Ruth Peberdy, Stawell Church Cmte 
 

STAWELL AND SUTTON MALLET VILLAGE HALL 

Groups at Stawell Village Hall 

Details of groups at Stawell Village Hall and events that will be taking place during May.  

Monday Keep Fit with Liza 7-8pm ;    

Tuesday Yoga with Clare 7pm-8pm ; 

Wednesday Dog training with Sophie 5pm-7pm ;    

Wednesday Short Mat Bowls 7-9pm ; 

Thursday Zumba with Carole-Anne 9.30am-10.30am ;    

Thursday Art Group 7pm-9pm 

Events at Stawell Village Hall in May 

Saturday 10th: Hub Cafe 10.30am-1pm ;   

Saturday 10th: Film night 7pm for 7.30pm start ; 

Monday 21st: Whist afternoon 2pm-4pm ;    

Saturday 24th: Hub Pub 8pm-11pm                       Maxine Hughes, Chairperson 
 

VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING 
Saturday 31 May 

Monthly Coffee Morning is at Jill and Graham Fry’s, Elm Tree Farm, from 10am  

‘til 12 noon and all are welcome. 

ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS CHURCH 
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will take place in the Village Hall on Monday 19 

May, starting at 7pm. All are welcome to attend but only those on the Church Electoral 

Roll (which will have completed its 6-yearly update) are eligible to vote. The primary 

purpose of this meeting will be to give all parishioners the opportunity to learn what 

has been going on in the church over the past year and to have some say in determining 

its future.        Toby Crispin, greintonvillage@gmail.com 

 

  GREINTON VILLAGE NEWS 
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PROCESSES WHILE WE ARE IN VACANCY 
The Churchwardens are the people to contact for arranging baptisms, weddings and 

funerals during the vacancy of the post of Priest-in-Charge for the United Benefice of 

MOMSS&G.  

Details of normal regular services are being arranged with the Area Dean and will be 

published as usual in this magazine and on posters.                             UB Churchwardens 
 

BENEFICE/MIDDLEZOY PRAYER GROUP 
Please do not think you have to be a member of the local churches as we are very  

willing to pray for anyone who asks. The prayer group feel it is needed so please do not 

hesitate to get in touch by emailing middlezoyprayers@gmail.com then the group are  

informed of the request and the prayers are included in those individuals’ prayer time.  

Every prayer request is treated with confidentiality and respect. 

Please do not hesitate to get in touch as we are here to listen and help. 

  The Prayer Group 
 

CHURCHES AND CHAPELS    Open Daily 

The United Benefice churches in Middlezoy and Stawell are open daily for private 

prayer; see their notice boards for their opening times. Othery church is currently only 

open from 9am to 3.30pm, Mondays to Fridays during school term days and services. 

Genuine visitors can phone 07714 672316 to arrange for access at other times. 
 

IN MEMORIAM    Jeanette Scott 

Jeanette and her husband Ian moved to Stawell in December 1993. She had 

trained to be a podiatrist and had worked in hospital and the community. 

She had been a member of the Baptist church but became a regular  

worshipper at St. Francis Church, here in the village. Jeanette’s Christian 

faith shone brightly and after some years she decided that she wanted to  

further her faith and was confirmed into the Church of England in September 2001 by 

Bishop Jim Thompson, in 

Westonzoyland Church. 

Following that she  

decided to embark  

on the Christian  

Foundations course as a 

precursor to beginning 

Reader Training. 

In 2002, with much  

support from Canon 

Mike Peters and the  

Rev Kelvin Williams, she 

was licensed as a Reader 

in the United Benefice 

serving Othery,  

Middlezoy, Moorlinch, 

  BENEFICE, DEANERY AND DIOCESAN NEWS  

M. Franks & Sons 
Independent Family Funeral Directors 

 

* Private Chapel of Rest * 
* 24 Hour Personal & Caring Service * 

* Home Visiting Service * 
 

Bath Road, Ashcott, 

Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 9QT 
 

Telephone: 01458 210627 or 01458 860157 

Email: mfranksandsons@gmail.com 

Website: www.mfranksandsons.co.uk 
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Stawell and Sutton Mallet for seventeen years, sadly having to end her ministry due to 

ill health. Despite it, she still maintained a regular home Bible group. 

Throughout her years of ministry and ill health, Jeanette’s strong faith was an  

inspiration to all who knew her and she never, ever complained about her declining 

health, always faithful and prayerful. 

Sadly she passed away, at home, on 24 March. There is no doubt that she will remain in 

the hearts and minds of all who knew her. Her faith was such that she was fearless and 

she knew she would be safe and happy in the arms of the God she served so well. 

Ruth Peberdy, Stawell 
 

FROM THE REGISTERS 
Baptisms:  Lily May Rose Fisher was baptised in St Francis Church on Sunday  

6 April by Canon Andrew Neaum. 

Deaths/Funerals:  Jeanette Scott of Stawell died on Monday 24 March and 

her funeral was held on Thursday 17 April at the Sedgemoor Crematorium. 

 

THE PATH TO THE CROSS 

On Good Friday, a group of church members from our joint benefice carried the cross 

around Stawell before putting it up on Ball Hill. Hymns, prayers and relevant bible  

readings were read and sung at four different locations.   

Providentially, we avoided the showers.                     Richard Graham 

 

THRIVE 
Thrive will be running for the next 2 years and is led by Rev Jane Durham who is the 

Mission Enabler for the Glastonbury Deanery. This is our deanery. 

The first session was called Our Praying and was attended by 3 people from our  

benefice. The result was that we have asked all the Parochial Church Councils to have a 

prayer board at their church, if they haven't already got one, so that requests for prayer 

can be pinned to it and that anyone who wishes can pray for each request. 

We also asked that there be a Benefice Prayer Time each week at 7pm on a Wednesday 

and/or 12noon on a Friday so that together all the churches can pray for the benefice 

and anybody and anything else requiring prayer. 

The PCCs have agreed to these requests and we hope that the church congregations, 
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and anyone else in the benefice who wishes to pray, will respond. 

Ian Wells, Moorlinch Church Committee 
 

IT’S SOWING TIME!  
My greenhouse is currently full of seedlings pushing their way towards the 

light. Soon all this new life will be big enough to be planted out into the 

garden. Peas and courgettes, dahlias and zinnias; all ready to grow, blossom 

and be fruitful. 

It’s not only seedlings that grow. Churches do too! Just like all that’s  

happening in my greenhouse, this doesn’t happen by accident. Evidence 

shows that churches are most likely to grow when they plan and prepare for this to 

happen. Church growth is intentional. 

This Manna contains stories about how churches in our Diocese have planned for 

growth and of the fruit they’re seeing as a result. There’s no ‘one size fits all’ for how this 

has happened. Just as in our gardens, what grows in one place won’t necessarily thrive in 

another. 

Important as planning and preparing may be, these things aren’t the vital ingredient for 

growth. Growth comes when God is alive and at work within us and our churches. In 

his first letter to church he’s helped establish in Corinth, St Paul also uses a gardening  

metaphor to describe the growth he’s  

seeing. Paul says ‘I planted, Apollos (Paul’s co-worker) watered, but God gave the 

growth.’ (1 Cor 3:6). 

Without God’s input, any plans we have to 

grow our churches will be little more than 

strategy, our efforts like those of ants  

running frantically to and fro. This is why 

our prayer for growth is essential. Prayer 

invites God to give us wisdom about what 

to do. It opens our treasure stores to  

resource the plans we want to put in place. 

It asks God to go before us to touch the 

hearts and minds of those we’d like to 

reach. It invites God to bless and prosper 

the work we do. 

So be inspired! The accounts contained in 

this edition of Manna show what can  

happen when we ask God to grow our 

churches, offering God our prayer, our faith, 

our effort and our trust.  Let the sowing 

time begin!             

+Michael Beasley,  

Bishop of Bath and Wells 

 

For the Diocesan publication “Manna” go to 

https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/manna.php 
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DIOCESAN BUDGET CONSULTATION 2025 
From 9 June to 9 July there will be an opportunity for people from the parishes to attend 

a session to discuss the plan for a three-year budget for the Diocesan Board of Finance 

(DBF). This represents a change from the annual budget agreed in previous years. 

Diocesan Secretary, Jenny Hollingsworth says, “By setting a three-year budget we will give 

both the parishes and the Diocesan Board of Finance greater clarity and stability. During 

last year’s consultation on how our benefices and parishes pay into the common fund, 

people expressed a desire for greater transparency and understanding about how the 

diocesan-wide budget is constructed and spent. I gave that undertaking to do that and  

I hope this consultation will help us continue our conversation and help us consider  

together, as we are charged with growing our churches and transforming our  

communities, how does our budget support that, for both the parishes and the DBF? 

"We have arranged for meeting dates in morning, afternoon, evening, in person and online 

and in different parts of the diocese. We want as many people as possible to attend so  

we can garner the wisdom as widely as possible from across our diocese.” 

Members from the Support Services teams – Secretariat, Finance, Mission Support &  

Ministry Development and Education – will attend the sessions and be available to answer 

questions.  Please do save the following dates, details on how to register attendance will 

be available after Easter: 

7pm – 9pm, Monday 9 June – Flourish House, Wells (Wells Archdeaconry) 

3pm – 5pm, Tuesday 17 June – Bath Archdeaconry (venue to be confirmed) 

7pm – 9pm, Tuesday 17 June – Bath Archdeaconry (venue to be confirmed) 

3pm – 5pm, Thursday 19 June – Taunton Archdeaconry (venue to be confirmed) 

7pm – 9pm,  Thursday, 19 June – Taunton Archdeaconry (venue to be confirmed) 

9.30am – 11am, Thursday 26 June – Zoom online session 

10.30am – 12.30pm, Monday 30 June – Flourish House, Wells (Wells Archdeaconry) 

7pm – 8.30pm, Monday, 7 July – Zoom online session. 

  AROUND AND ABOUT BEYOND THE BENEFICE   

MIDDLEZOY ROVERS FOOTBALL CLUB 
Your local community football club offers football to Under 5s running all the 

way to a veterans team. This incorporates 19 football teams and includes lots 

of players who live in the surrounding villages. Locally we use the main club 

house and we are lucky enough to be able to use the Westonzoyland Community  

Centre and Middlezoy Cricket Club to be able to facilitate many of those matches on a 

weekend, along with along with some overflow car parking assistance. 

We are more than a football club, we like to think we are part of the community. Our 

facilities are open to the general public and are available for hire. We can offer the local 

village community a flat booking fee of £50 for an event if the bar is used. 

The football club is run by volunteers and we are always on the lookout for anyone 

who might wish to get involved in any capacity they feel comfortable, be that in the bar, 

on the gate or running a football team, there are lots of opportunities. For enquiries or 

more information please email middlezoyroversfc@gmail.com   or call 07881 504050     

or see www.middlezoyrovers.co.uk                                                    Craig Berry, Secretary 
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  Useful INFORMATION 

FOODBANKS   - DONATION POINTS 

Middlezoy: Holy Cross Church, Village Coffee Mornings or Meadowbank, 11a Main Rd. 

Othery: St Michael’s Church Porch. 

Moorlinch: Spring Cottage, Pit Hill Lane, Moorlinch or St Mary’s Church Porch. 

Stawell: The Old Post Office, Stawell 

Cash Donation: By contacting the relevant Foodbank you can make either a single or  

a regular donation. If you are in a position to give via Gift Aid, the Foodbank will be  

able to claim back the tax you have paid on this. 

To obtain assistance from a Foodbank you need a referral from Citizens Advice 

Somerset, St. Mary's House, Magdalene St, Taunton, TA1 1SB (08082 787842) or your 

Village Agent, local GP surgery, schools, health visitors and social workers.  

Bridgwater Foodbank can be contacted by email info@bridgwater.foodbank.org.uk or 

phone 01278 434636 or 07804 119273 (Open Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays). They  

will help put you in touch with one of the agencies that can help with a referral. 

Langport Cares email langportcares/foodbank@gmail.com 

The Glastonbury Community Fridge is organised by the charity Love Glastonbury. It 

is situated at Town Hall, Magdalene Street, Glastonbury and is open daily 9am - 4pm. Help 

yourself to food, there is no charge. There are no contact details, other than by Facebook: 

search for Glastonbury Fridge. Love Glastonbury also runs a Community Pantry with a 

wide range of food items and toiletries, based in Abbey Mews, off Silver Street. The Pantry 

is open Wednesday 1pm to 4pm and Saturday 10am to 1pm. Just come along and pick 10 

items for a suggested voluntary donation of £2.50. 

THE WI - MORE THAN JAM AND JERUSALEM 
Think fun and frolics, trips and treats and Christmas parties 

There are talks, activities and events for every woman, single or wed. You 

can have a bit of fun, make friends, try a new hobby or just explore a new 

venue. Whichever WI you attend you can be sure of a warm welcome. 

WIs near us 

Ashcott and Pedwell 7.30pm Third Thursday Ashcott Village Hall, TA7 9PZ 

Shapwick Starlets 7.30pm Second Tuesday Village Hall, Station Rd, TA7 9NJ 

Westonzoyland 7.15pm Second Wednesday Village Hall Cheer Lane TA7 0EZ 

Local times can vary so it is best to contact Somerset Federation before attending for 

the first time 01278 287034. 

Westonzoyland WI:  On Wednesday 14 May we will hear about the American  

Museum in Bath which we are visiting later in the summer. For any further information 

please email: zoywisec@gmail.com or call Gill Wilkinson on 01823 698429.                                          

MUSIC ON THE LEVELS  
Music on the Levels announces details of its free concert with Steve Jinski on Sunday  

18 May in St Mary’s Church, Main Road, Westonzoyland, TA7 0EP. Starting at 3 pm with  

refreshments served from 2.15 pm. Steve Jinski is a songwriter, singer, performer,  

musician, music educator and cultural visionary.  For further information contact:  

Frank Challenger 01278 699071 email: f.challenger@icloud.com 
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HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING & REFUSE COLLECTIONS 
The schedules for the MOMSS & G area are: 

MIDDLEZOY  

Black Wheeled Bins, every 3 weeks:   Thursdays 8, 29 May 

Recycling Boxes, every week:  (Usually Wednesdays) 8, 14, 21, 29 May 

Garden Waste Bins, every other week:   Tuesday 6, Monday19 May 
 

OTHERY 

Black Wheeled Bins, every 3 weeks:   Friday 16 May, 6 June 

Recycling Boxes, every week:    (Usually Fridays) 2, 10, 16, 23, 31 May 

Garden Waste Bins, every other week:   Thursdays 1, 15, Friday 30 May 
 

MOORLINCH, STAWELL, SUTTON MALLET & GREINTON 

Black Wheeled Bins, every 3 weeks:   Thursdays 8, 29 May 

Recycling Boxes, every week:    (Usually Wednesdays) 8, 14, 21, 29 May 

Garden Waste Bins, every other week:   Friday 9, Thursday 22 May 
 

RECYCLING CENTRES   Summer opening times (1 April - 30 September) 

All 16 Somerset recycling sites open at weekends 

9am to 4pm on Saturdays and Sundays.  9am to 6pm weekdays.  

Full details of each site, location, opening times, materials they will accept etc. can be found 

at https://www.somerset.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-waste/find-your-nearest-recycling-centre/ 
 

MOBILE LIBRARY   Taunton Area, Route P 

The service continues every 4 weeks on Fridays. Next visit: 16 May 

Stawell Village Hall    10.10am - 10.40am 

Moorlinch Tapmoor Road Junction  10.55am - 11.15am 

Middlezoy Main Road Bus Stop  12.20pm - 12.50pm 

For further information about reading books online contact Libraries Direct 

on 0300 123 2224 or visit www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries 

  USEFUL INFORMATION 

DEFIBRILLATOR MACHINES 
From the scene of an incident, call 999, ask for Ambulance. 

Ascertain the condition of the patient. If a defibrillator is required give  

the following information about the nearest machine. 

      Call sign 

Greinton Phone Box  TA7 9BW CHT-RT-1583 

Middlezoy, Broadfield Park  TA7 0PH  SC0255 

Middlezoy Chapel   TA7 0NZ  SC0253 

Middlezoy Village Hall  TA7 0PG  SC0254 (machine at car park end) 

Moorlinch Farm   TA7 9BU  

Othery Village Hall   TA7 0QU 

Stawell Village Hall   TA7 9AD  

Within 200m of a defibrillator they can give you the code to open the cabinet on post 

code alone, farther away the call sign is required. 
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MOMSS COMMUNITY INFORMATION 
Please advise momssgeditor@live.co.uk of amendments/additions 

 

ANGLICAN CHURCH INFORMATION 

Priest-in-Charge: Vacancy 

Contact your village Churchwarden or contact person listed below 
 

United Benefice Readers 

Pauline Davies 01278 451280 and Richard Graham 01278 722284  
 

Parish Auxiliary Lay Minister 

Ruth Peberdy (Stawell) 
 

Churchwardens 

Middlezoy: Ian Campbell 01823 698790 

Othery: Anthony Betty 07801 233676 

Moorlinch: Fiona Hixon 07767 763628  

Stawell Deputy Warden: Richard Graham 01278 722284  

Sutton Mallet contact: Brian Lishman 01278 722579 

Greinton contact: Jean Heywood 01458 210497  
 

METHODIST CHAPEL MIDDLEZOY 

Minister: Rev Deborah Kirk 01823 334854 

Local Contact: Jill Darby  jilldrb@gmail.com  01823 698000  

Bookings: https://middlezoychapeluk.wordpress.com/bookings/ or Jill Darby (above) 
 

PARISH COUNCILS/MEETINGS 

Middlezoy - Chairman: Paul Baker 01823 698082  
Othery - Chairman: Andrew Tizzard 01823 690284 

Moorlinch - Meeting Clerk: Richard Hennah email: themoorlinchclerk@gmail.com 

Stawell and Sutton Mallet - Clerk: Mr Chris Fry 07796 794037 

Greinton - Enquiries: Toby Crispin 01458 210227 
 

VILLAGE AMENITIES 

Middlezoy:  The George Inn 01823 698215;  
Shop 01823 587222 open Mon, Tues 8.45am-1pm, 1.30pm-4.30pm, Wed 8.45am-11am,  

Thurs, Fri 8.45am-1pm, 1.30pm-5pm, Sat 8.45am-12 noon;  

P.O. 01823 698981 open Mon, Tues 10am-1pm, 1.30pm-4.30pm, Wed closed,  

Thurs, Fri 10am-1pm, 1.30pm-5pm, Sat closed;  Village Hall 07885 195418  
 

Othery: School 01823 698464; Othery Village Hall 01823 690482   
 

Moorlinch: Ring O’Bells 01458 210358; Church Hall 01458 210755 
 

Stawell & Sutton Mallet: Village Hall 01278 723665 
 

Greinton: Village Hall 01458 210277 
 

POLICE: Emergencies only tel: 999 ;  Non emergencies tel: 101 
 

CRIMESTOPPERS: 8am-10pm Weekdays 0800 555111;  

NHS: Tel: 111 
 

DISTRICT PCSOs: Georgia Coles 07889 659466; Tom Russell 07935 013566 
 

VILLAGE AGENTS 

To contact a Village Agent ring 01823 331222 and they will find the most suitable person  

to deal with your query. Referrals can also be made via doctors’ surgeries. 

mailto:jilldrb@gmail.com
https://middlezoychapeluk.wordpress.com/bookings/
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SERVICES CHART FOR CHAPEL AND UB CHURCHES MAY 2025 
 

 
 

 

The Common Worship (Year C) readings and lessons for the following services: 

 
 

DATE TIME EVENT VENUE 

May 4 Sun 
(Third of Easter) 

10.00 am United Benefice Communion 
service 

St Michael’s, Othery 
  

11 Sun 
(Fourth of 

Easter) 

10.00 am 
10.00 am 
10,00 am 
10.30 am 

Prayer and Praise 
Celebrating Somerset Day 

Morning Prayer 
Joint Worship For All 

St Michael’s, Othery 
St Mary's, Moorlinch 
St Francis, Stawell 
Methodists Chapel, Middlezoy 

18 Sun 
(Fifth of Easter) 
  

10.00 am 
  

12.15 pm 

United Benefice Communion 
service 
Baptism service 

Holy Cross, Middlezoy 
  
Holy Cross, Middlezoy 

25 Sun 
(Sixth of Easter) 

10.00 am 
10.00 am 
3.00 pm 
6.30 pm 

Rogation service 
Holy Communion 
Baptism service 
Circuit Communion Service 

Holy Cross, Middlezoy 
St Francis, Stawell 
Methodists Chapel, Middlezoy 
Methodists Chapel, Middlezoy 

June 1 Sun 
(7th of Easter) 

10.00 am United Benefice Communion 
service 

St Mary's, Moorlinch 

DATE SEASON READINGS 

May 4 Sun Third Sunday of 

Easter 
OT:        Zephaniah, chapter 3, verses 14 to 20 (the end) 
Psalm:     30 
Epistle:    Acts, chapter 9, verses 1 to 20 
Gospel:   John, chapter 21, verses 1 to 19 

11 Sun Fourth Sunday of 

Easter 
OT:        Genesis, chapter 7, verses 1-5, 11-18, chapter 8, 
              verses 6 to 18, and chapter 9, verses 8 to 13 
Psalm:     23 
Epistle:    Acts, chapter 9, verses 36 to 43 (the end) 
Gospel:   John, chapter 10, verses 22 to 30 

18 Sun Fifth Sunday of Easter OT:        Genesis, chapter 22, verses 1 to 18 
Psalm:     148 
Epistle:    Acts, chapter 11, verses 1 to 18 
Gospel:   John, chapter 13, verses 31 to 35 

25 Sun Sixth Sunday of Easter OT:        Ezekiel, chapter 37, verses 1 to 14 
Psalm:     67 
Epistle:    Acts, chapter 16, verses 9 to 15 
Gospel:   John, chapter 5, verses 1 to 9 

June 1 

Sun 
  

Seventh Sunday of 

Easter 
OT:        Ezekiel, chapter 36, verses 24 to 28 
Psalm:     97 
Epistle:    Acts, chapter 16, verses 16 to 34 
Gospel:   John, chapter 17, verses 20 to 26 (the end) 


