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This month's magazine contains a whole arrangement of different items - some to please, 

some to tease, some to admire, some to inspire, some to inform, some to reform, some 
to enjoy, some to annoy but hopefully getting readers’ hearts and minds uplifted. Stay safe, 
relax and read through all our pages and look forward to the next edition which will 

feature a further selection of contributions from you our readers. Sincere best wishes to 
everyone. 
Anita Winslade (Editor, August 2020) 
 

THANK YOU MOMSS MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTORS 
With the magazine once again being printed and distributed to all 

homes in the six villages the team of volunteer distributors were 
asked if they were willing and able to continue with this 
important monthly task. Because of the Covid-19 pandemic 

several of the dedicated distributors could not carry on and have 
'retired'. After local appeals replacement volunteers have come 
forward and the magazine will again be delivered throughout the 

six villages. 
We thank the 'retiring' volunteers for all their help and dedication over the years and 
wish them a safe, healthy and happy 'retirement'. 
We also give our thanks to all the continuing and new village distributors. Bless you all. 

MOMSS Magazine Committee 

A TIME FOR LAMENT ... 
We are all aware of the question children ask most frequently when 
they are going on a long journey – ‘Are we nearly there yet?’ or in 

other words ‘How much longer?’ It’s a question that perhaps we 
might be asking ourselves now as we start to emerge slowly from our 
places of isolation or restricted movement and begin to think about 

picking up some of the strands of our lives again. 
‘How long?’ is the recurring theme of a simple little psalm which came 

up in our service readings a week or two ago…Psalm 13. Although we don’t know the 

actual circumstances of the one who wrote it, but his ‘How long?’ cries out from a 
place of despair, or undeserved trouble. It is known as a Psalm of Lament. 
‘How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me? 
How long must I wrestle with my thoughts and every day have sorrow in my heart? How long 

will my enemy triumph over me? (Ps 13:1-2) 
A lament is an urgent prayer to God, which expresses pain that things are not as they 
should be, might accuse God of neglect, and pleads for God to come to the aid of the 

ones who are suffering. And it is when the suffering seems to continue that the lament 
is at its most poignant. Because this type of psalm is based on the conviction that God 
actually is a God who acts, saves, blesses and restores, and when that doesn’t happen, 
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the psalmist wants to remind God of God’s nature and character, and call on him to 

answer in this need, this time, this suffering. 
Some Christians would have you believe that they never experience times when God 
seems distant, never feel alone or downhearted, never seem to be affected by the 

sadnesses that the rest of us have to cope with. But of course, that is just not a true 
picture. Life is not like that. And one of the things we learn from the Psalms is that it is 
important to be honest with God and with ourselves. There’s no pretence here – no polite 

complaint, it is a broken-hearted cry about the injustice and the suffering that is 
surrounding the one who prays. 
But the very fact that he is able to voice the anguish he is feeling points to his relationship 

with God. We can see this in our own children or grandchildren – if they are hungry, or 
hurt, or ill, they don’t go next door to the neighbour to ask for help, they go to their 
parent or grandparent who they know loves them, and who they trust will do all he or she 
can, to heal and restore their world. 

The reverse of this is tragically illustrated by Dr Russell Moore in his book, ‘Adopted for 
Life’. Moore describes going to an orphanage in Russia when he was in the process of 
pursuing adoption. The silence from the nursery was eerie. The babies in the cribs never 

cried. Not because they never needed anything, but because they had learned that no one 
cared enough to answer. Children who are confident of the love of a parent cry out to 
them. 

So a Lament starts out as a cry to God, but it becomes more than that…as you read on, 
Psalm 13 answers itself.. ‘But I trust in your unfailing love.’ It becomes a voicing of trust and 
hope in a God who will be in the unknown future, whatever that will look like. 

We need perhaps to remind ourselves that our feeling that we are all alone in our suffering 
doesn’t mean that God is absent – any more than being unable to see the sun on a cloudy 
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day means it has ceased to exist. God is with us whether we sense him or not. And that 

assurance can be a source of hope, and thankfulness. 
Lament is not only for the suffering; it is also for solidarity with the suffering. When we 
read through the psalms, we might feel that there are some which just don’t seem to ‘fit’ 

our lives - and we might conclude that there is little point in dwelling on them. 
However, the point of praying the Psalms is that we align ourselves with those who suffer, 
in our families, our communities, our world. Maybe we are not being pursued by enemies 

or hemmed in on every side, but what about the suffering Christians in Syria or North 
Korea? What about my friend who is dealing with a cancer diagnosis? We love our 
neighbour when we allow their experience of pain to become the substance of our prayer. 

To lament is to protest – to name what is wrong – to give voice to other’s suffering and 
pain, to hold the brokenness of the world before God and to pray for God to act. In a 
broken world, for a broken people, lament may be our best gift and offering. 
There have been other Bible readings as well over the past weeks, verses which remind 

us that we are never on this journey through life on our own. That the Lord is 
our Shepherd, that God in Christ is with us always, that his eye is on the sparrow 
– the little ordinary ones, and we can trust in God’s faithful love to hold us through 

the storms, and to bring rest for our weariness. 
A Methodist service continues to be offered each week as a YouTube recording, which 
can be accessed by clicking the link on the home page of www.rowbartonmethodist.org.uk. 

You can also see previous weeks’ services by going to YouTube, and typing Rowbarton 
Methodist Church in the search. 
Some have been asking when we shall meet for services again. You will be aware that 

there are a raft of assessments and precautions to take before we can do so, and at a time 
when some of our most vulnerable people are still shielding, and others are only just 
emerging from 12 weeks of isolation, the Methodist Church is urging caution and patience. 

One of the things we knew of course, but has been highlighted for us in a new way during 
lockdown, is that God is not locked within our church buildings, but is to be found in the 
ordinary everyday places where faithful people pray, where neighbour serves neighbour, 

and where communities draw together to laugh and cry with one another. 
Our chapel will open for worship in due time, and in the meantime, look for the signs of 
the Kingdom growing 

within you and 
among you. 
Peace for the 

journey, 
Deborah 
Deborah Kirk, 
Middlezoy Methodist 

Minister 
01823 334854  
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CHURCHES AND CHAPELS GRADUALLY REOPENING 
From Friday 10 July two of the benefice churches have been able to open for Individual 
Prayer. They are Holy Cross Middlezoy, which is open daily and St Francis Stawell, 
open twice a week, details as below: 
Holy Cross, Middlezoy 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10am-12noon 
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, Sunday 2pm-4pm 
St Francis Stawell 
St Francis, Stawell 
Wednesday 10am-12noon 
Saturday 2pm-4pm 
You are most welcome to those churches for Individual Prayer. If you would like to 
arrange a time for private prayer, please contact the Churchwarden (Middlezoy: Ian 
Campbell 01823 698790, Stawell: Rachel Fortune 01278 723416). 
The churches in Othery, Moorlinch and Greinton are not yet able to comply with the 
stringent regulations for private prayer sessions or full services. Hopefully, this will be 
resolved as soon as regulations and the appropriate authorities etc permit them. 
In the meantime United Benefice online 'Virtual Services' have been taking place on 
alternate Sundays at 11am. We will continue with these services with the ‘call open’ 
from 10.30am to get everyone joined in. You are all most welcome!  
The log-in details will always be the same – you can log in from your computer, tablet 
or smartphone by using the following link: 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/820594517 
Or you can dial in by phone by calling: 
United Kingdom (Toll Free): 0 800 031 4727 Access Code: 820-594-517 # 
If you haven’t joined our UB services before, you can install the app by going to:  
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/505167829 beforehand. 
The next UB Virtual Service 
will be on Sunday 2 August 
at 11am and every alternate 
week thereafter – 16, 30 
August etc until we can 
safely be in the churches 
and chapels and are able to 
hold our normal services 
again. 
Ian Campbell, Mervyn 
Winslade, Margaret Harris, 
Fiona Hixon, Rachel Fortune, 
Toby Crispin,  
Brian Lishman  

(Wardens and contacts)  

BENEFICE, DEANERY AND DIOCESAN ITEMS  
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COME AND SING WITH US 
As stated in the July MOMSS 
magazine, during lockdown our 

United Benefice choir has been 
meeting every other week. We had 
planned a singalong style concert in 
October, which has been postponed 

awaiting further Covid instructions, 
so it isn’t ‘just hymns’. If anyone 
fancies joining in with a Zoom style 

sing-song on Friday evenings at 6.30 
for about an hour or so, please send 
me your email address and I’ll send 

you the contact number and details of 
what we shall be singing.  
Of course Zoom style practices 

aren’t quite like the real thing, as the 
system is not able to synchronise our voices singing together, so one has to trust that 
individual people are in fact singing the right notes (or are they?) when we are singing 

in 3 parts muted, even when the individual parts have been thoroughly practised 
beforehand, although it is a little better for those who are able to sing together in 
‘bubbles’ at the same venue. Consequently we also sing unison songs, led by the piano. 

However, we manage somehow and have a bit of fun while we are doing it. We took a 
snapshot photo of our session on 5 June and it shows clockwise from top left: Kath 
and Colin Cowles, Sue and Pete Betley (in Cyprus), Richard Graham, Janet Scowcroft, 

Anna and Ralph Sealey and Ann and Brian Griffin. Andrew Harwood and Margaret 
Harris also 'attended' but unable to get into the picture. 
No long term commitment. We already have 2 extra bodies that have joined with us! 

Next meeting 14 August (or 31 July if you have your copy of MOMSS magazine before 
August). 
Kath Cowles 
ce.cowles@btopenworld.com 

TIME FOR A REST 
I’m tired! I don’t know about you? And yet I am getting up later and 
going to bed earlier than I was accustomed to before the pandemic 
struck. I’m travelling less, indeed I still have an almost full tank of 

petrol and have had to call out the AA three times because the battery 
has died! I’m at home principally, but my working day has got fuller 
and more demanding as time has gone on. 

So, I’m planning a holiday! A retreat and some study leave. Having been ordained 24 
years I have yet to have a period of sabbatical and I’m looking forward to it! It is not 
going to take the form I would have planned. There will not be the opportunity of a 

trip overseas or a residential conference to attend, but there will be plenty of time for 
family, rest, reading and reflection. 
What about you? I know some of you might be feeling that our children have had one 
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big holiday at home since lockdown but I can 

assure you that they, their parents and their 
teachers have all been working hard to 
ensure that learning can continue even 

though the normal patterns have been 
disturbed. Whether we have been working 
from home, furloughed or feeling alone in 

isolation, each of us will I expect have 
experienced something of the sense of 
weariness that heightened anxiety, change of 

routine and uncertain expectation brings. 
So I want to encourage you to take some 
time off. There’s a fabulous little children’s 
story called, Jesus’ Day Off, which you might 

like to read as an example of the need for 
even the Creator to re-create. The example 
of Sabbath rest which our Creator God 

offers us in the opening chapters of the 
Bible, speak to us of the need for taking time 
to put down the tools of work and take 

space to reflect and rest.  
We have spent the past few months in 
lockdown in order to keep ourselves 

physically healthy. Let’s make sure that in 
these next few months we attend as much to our spiritual and emotional health, by 
discovering Sabbath rest! 

With every blessing, 
Ruth.  The Rt Rev Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton 

DEATHS, FUNERALS AND INTERMENTS 
On 29 June Olive Mary Radford, aged 89, of Moorlinch peacefully passed away, 
surrounded by her family. A service was held for her at Sedgemoor Crematorium on 

20 July. 
In Middlezoy Alison Wright passed away on 9 July and Cliff Brace on 14 July after a 
brief illness. 

IN MEMORIAM 
JEREMY LLOYD ORCHARD of Middlezoy 

It was with sadness that I heard that Jeremy Lloyd Orchard had died on 1 June, aged 58. 
Jeremy was, for many years, Churchwarden of Holy Cross, Middlezoy and an 
enthusiastic member of our (then) five Benefice churches. Jeremy was instrumental in 

the introduction of this MOMSS magazine, initially finding advertisers to enable its 
production (many will remember that in the early days the front cover was a full page 
advertisement – this ad almost paid the entire printing costs each month!). 

Jeremy was so enthusiastic that the churches of our Benefice should work and pray 
together. With Rosemary Harradine he introduced the new Order of Service for the 
United Benefice service of the Holy Eucharist. He helped form a Benefice Choir, with 
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members from all five churches, to assist in this United Eucharist. Jeremy encouraged 

the Benefice to meet together on other occasions, particularly to have fun together. I 
remember Benefice outings to the Cathedral cities of Truro, Hereford and Chester. He 
assisted too in arranging Benefice Quiet Days, walks and beach Eucharists. Who can 

forget the huge bonfire on the hilltop field of Freda Norton’s when we celebrated the 
Feast of Pentecost! 
He was a sensitive and caring churchwarden. I remember an occasion when he, with 

fellow churchwarden Will Keirl, distributed, with words of compassion, charity money 
to widows and the elderly in Middlezoy. I remember too the fun we had whilst playing 
skittles for The George. 

Sadly, in recent years, life had become more difficult for him. He will be fondly 
remembered by all who knew him, particularly his wife, Meriel, his daughters Rachel, 
Rebecca and Ruth, and all the members of his family. Truly, may God rest his soul as we 
remember him with love and gratitude. 

Canon Mike Peters 

SEDGE MOORS TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
SMTA Lottery By the time you read this article the draw will have taken place on 
25 July and the winners of the three prizes (1st £250, 2nd £125, 3rd £75) will have 
happily received them. 
Thank you to everyone who bought our lottery tickets and the net funds raised will go 
towards the costs of hosting our Normandy visitors next year. 
Anita Winslade, Treasurer 01823 698368 

  

SKY AT NIGHT 
Sunrise Sunset 
Beginning of August 5.38am-8.57pm 
End of August 6.24am-7.58pm
Moon Phases 
Full 3 August; Last Quarter 11 August;  
New Moon 19 August; First Quarter 25 August 

Planets 
Both Jupiter and Saturn are still bright in the south setting around 3am but now the red 
planet Mars becomes more conspicuous as it rises in the East at 10.30am a little higher 

in the sky. Venus, the planet that we watched every evening for the first part of the year, 
is now shining bright in the Eastern morning sky rising at 2am. 
Stars 

The stars of the Summer Triangle are the first stars to appear as darkness falls this time 
of year. Look to the Eastern sky, the brightest star is Vega in the Constellation of Lyra 
the Harp, to the lower left see Deneb the brightest star in the Constellation of Cygnus 

the Swan, now draw a line down and across to the right to find Altair the brightest star 
in the Constellation of Aquila the Eagle. There is no scientific significance to this triangle 
of stars but as we see them each year it is like seeing old friends returning.   

  GENERAL ITEMS 
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Phenomena 

The maximum of the annual Perseid meteor shower falls on the night and morning of the 
12/13 August when you could see up to around 75 meteors per hour. The area to look is 
the radiant point of the shower which rises in the East around Midnight.  

You may have noticed that quite a bright comet appeared in the sky last month after so 
many promising comets fizzled out; this is Comet Neowise which took everyone by 
surprise and although during August it is further away from the Sun and past its closest 

point to Earth it should still be visible in our skies.  
Paul Adamson, 01823 698156 

SOMERSET LEVELS STARGAZERS 
Our proper meetings are on hold until further notice but we continue with on-line 
meetings the next of which is on the 26th when for the second time this year we 

welcome Bob Mizon who is the UK Co-Ordinator of the British Astronomical Society’s 
Commission for dark skies, Bob's talk is about the Hubble Space Telescope which 
reached its 30th Birthday this year, this is along with our monthly presentations. If you 

would like to join this meeting please contact us at somersetlevelsstargazers@hotmail.com 
and we will send you details on how to take part. We have a website 
somersetlevelsstargazers.co.uk which could be of interest and you can also follow us on 
Facebook.   

Paul Adamson, 01823 698156 
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FARM DIARY 
This is written for non-farmers who live surrounded by farmland. 
In the Field. Combine harvesting started in mid-Somerset before mid-July. Usually it is 

the last week of July with winter oil seed rape or winter barley. This is followed by winter 
wheat in the first week of August. Some crops are early and some will be at the normal 
time depending on the particular weather a crop has received, the soil type and the aspect 
of the field. All these are factors. Oil seed rape goes brown before harvest as the plants 

dry out. Winter beans are more striking still, going black. Both of these are harvested by 
combining in which the pod is threshed and the seed separated from other parts of the 
plant. The latter is usually chopped and returned to the soil. The seed goes into a tank on 

the combine which can be unloaded by a retractable auger at an appropriate moment. 
Mental health. For anyone on farm worried about this for themselves or another, there 
are three sources of help not counting friends and family. Call FCN to talk to a 

sympathetic person who truly understands farming. Calls will be answered in person from 
7am 'til 11pm every day of the year, on 03000 111 999. RABI offer lots of different 
support for all farming folk and their dependants, confidentially on 0808 281 9490.  

The Samaritans are available day and night all year round on call free 116 123. 
Meat Eating. The report produced by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) last summer on the impacts on global warming re-ignited the crusade against 

eating meat and specifically beef. This is according to Elizabeth Stockdale of the 
Agricultural and Horticultural Development Board (AHDB) in the May 2020 issue of the 
magazine Landmark. However, the report actually stated, “Balanced diets, featuring plant-

based foods, such as those based on coarse grains, legumes, fruits and vegetables, nuts and 
seeds, and animal-sourced food produced in resilient, sustainable and low-GHG emission 
systems, present major opportunities for adaptation and mitigation while generating 

significant co-benefits in terms of human health.” Doesn’t sound very anti-meat, does it? 
The miracle of the cow is that it can turn grass which we cannot eat into high protein 
meat which we can. British livestock grazing in grass based systems produce green-house 

gas emissions 2.5 times smaller than the global average. 60% of agricultural land in the UK 
would be taken out of food production without meat eating. It is not suitable for 
vegetable production. 
Richard Graham 

OAKLANDS GOATS 
We’re mainly an arable farm. For at least the last 6 years we’ve been trying hard to 
improve our soils and put back more than we take out by growing crops. 
As part of this we grow cover crops. This cover crop of beans, mustard, 
chicory and red clover is now going to be grazed by this year's kids as we 

wean them from their mothers. We will then drill straight into the stubble 
in the spring with our Claydon hybrid drill. The goats are an integral part of 
what we are trying to do on the farm and our aim over the next 12 

months is to get to the stage where we only feed the goats a 100% forage 
diet grown by us on our farm. 
Happy goats, happy environment, sustainable meat production!   

Ian Graham 
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So what did the 
naughty nuns get up 

to? Well – in 1385 
John de Appleby, 
the Dean of St 

Paul’s, wasn’t 
happy. Church 
records show that 

the 'squint' in this 
case was not 
enough to restrain 

the nuns, who were 
eventually 
admonished to 

“abstain from 
kissing secular 

M. Franks & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors 

* Private Chapel of Rest *
* 24 Hour Personal & Caring Service * 

* Home Visiting Service * 
Bath Road, Ashcott, 

Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 9QT 
Telephone: 01458 210627 or 01458 860157 

Email: mfranksandsons@gmail.com 

Website: www.mfranksandsons.co.uk 

IS THIS A HAGIOSCOPE OR A SQUINT I SEE BEFORE ME? 
When I first moved to Moorlinch and was given the tour of St Mary’s Church one of 
the things that fascinated me was the large slit cut into what appeared to be an 
internal wall of the church which I was told was a Leper’s Squint. I was slightly 
confused as to where those suffering from leprosy would have stood to be able to see 
the altar and the giving of communion. I have since discovered that there used to be a 
door on the north side, blocked-in in 1776, which gave access to the squint for lepers 
and ‘other undesirables’ without having to enter the church or come in contact with 
the congregation. 
So what is a Hagioscope? 
It is a small splayed opening or tunnel at seated eye-level, through an internal masonry 
dividing wall of a church in an oblique direction (south-east or north-east), giving 
worshippers a view of the altar. Usually cut into the chancel wall it too was used to 
allow those who were not permitted to sit in the main Nave, because of social 
distinction or again being classed as ‘undesirables’, to enjoy a good view of the service. 
Othery has one of these. They were also used in order that whoever had 
responsibility for ringing the Sanctus bell could see the priest at the altar and toll the 
bell at the appropriate time.  
The Naughty Nuns of Bishopsgate 
Sometimes squints or hagioscopes were 
placed to enable nuns to observe the services 
without having to give up their isolation. The 
unusual design of the church of St Helen's 
in Bishopsgate, one of the largest surviving 
ancient churches of London, arose from its 
once having been two separate places of 
worship: a 13th-century parish church and  
the , chapel of a Benedictine convent. On the 
convent side of St Helen's Church, a ‘squint’ allowed the nuns to observe the 
parish masses. 

Squint at St Helen’s, Bishopsgate
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persons”, a practice to which it seems 

they had become “too prone”! 
When it is safe to do so and our 
churches are reopened again have a go at 

finding these ancient viewing spots in our 
local churches. St Mary’s in Bridgwater 
had at least four and they do come in 

some very different shapes and sizes. 
In the meantime I am off to check out the 
medieval criteria for being an 

undesirable . .  .  Jane Stryker 

SUPPORT NETWORKS 
Bereavement Support Services 
The Bereavement Support Service 
administered by Madame Curie and Mind     

Phone  0800 304 7412  Monday to 
Saturday 9am to 5pm. 
SHOUT 
UK’s first 24 hour text helpline, 24/7 free 

on all major mobile networks. 
If you feel you need immediate support in 
a crisis text SHOUT to  85258 

SAMARITANS 
Phone 116123 
MIND 

For mental health issues call MIND on 0300 123 3393 
CHILDLINE 
Anyone under 18 can phone CHILDLINE on 0800 1111 or make contact on 

www.childline.org.uk 
LGBT Foundation  Advice and Support 
Phone 0345 330 3030  

LISTENING CHAPLAINCY 
The Listening Chaplaincy listed in last month’s MOMSS has been suspended but will be 
reinstated if required. 

 STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET VILLAGE NEWS 

More information and news is available on the website www.stawellvillage.info 

Up to date information is available on the Greinton Village Hall Facebook Page. 

  GREINTON VILLAGE NEWS 
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MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE HALL 
Middlezoy Community Project 
Great news, the village hall opened again on Monday 20 July with full COVID-ready 
accreditation from Visit England. In order to gain this certification and show that we are 
COVID safe, we have undertaken a full risk assessment and have put all the necessary 
measures in place. Unfortunately, at the moment we are limited to just 28 people in the 
hall at any one time, therefore this will restrict use. 
The timing of the opening is opportune as we have recently completed refurbishment of 
all the toilet areas, it is a vast improvement and we are proud of the high standard of 
our facilities. 
The MCP committee will be holding a meeting in late July to identify any activities we 
can undertake whilst working within the restrictions. Please see our website 
www.middlezoyvillagehall.org for more details of planned activities at the hall.   Mike Birks 

'THE LAST DANCE' 
Since April, Middlezoy has held a Social 

Distancing Dance and each week on a Saturday 
morning there has been a different theme - from 
colours of the NHS rainbow, Glastonbury, to 
Middlezoy in Bloom. 

It has had such a positive effect on the residents 
from those digging deep in their wardrobes to 
find the right attire for that week, to those who 

could just stand on their doorstep to watch and 
listen. 
Saturday 18th was our last one as James Horrox, 

who has put on the music each week for the 
village, will be joining the army to train as a 
Medic. Therefore the theme will be Camouflage. 

We all wish him well and would like to thank 
him, Alex Gardner and Desolate Sound System 
for making this happen and helping to uplift the 

community spirit during these uncertain times. 
Once again Middlezoy is so proud how everyone 
has pulled together in lockdown. 

Sarita Parish  

MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE SHOP 
The village shop continues to remain open and serve customers outside. We thank all 
customers for their continued support and for respecting social distancing whilst visiting 
the shop and post office. As volunteers who have kindly covered shifts during the 

lockdown period start to return to work, we are now looking for more volunteers. If 
you are able to spare 2 hours a week at the village shop, please email 
middlezoyvillageshop@outlook.com. Full training will be provided. 

  MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE NEWS 
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Last month, in preparation for wetter and colder weather, a screen has been installed to 

protect staff serving indoors - thank you to all involved. 
Current Post Office and Shop opening hours are on inside back cover 
Middlezoy Home Deliveries (Middlezoy Post Codes only) 

Despite more villagers being able to venture out now, home deliveries continue due to 
popular demand and will now take place on Fridays only between 10am and 2pm. Please 
remember to order by 12noon on the Saturday beforehand. 

To order from Middlezoy Village Shop, please visit: 
https://middlezoyvillageshop.mailchimpsites.com/ or phone Aviva on 01823 690212. 
Rachel Worth 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH 
Re-Opening of the Church 

As from Friday 10 July the church is being opened daily for private prayer. On Saturdays, 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2pm-4pm and on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays from 10am - noon. Available seating is identified to satisfy the Covid-19 

restrictions and contact details are requested for 'Track and Trace' in case of a local 
outbreak. 
The easing of restrictions now enables churches to be open for public worship. Once 

again, however, when we looked at the conditions set to enable public worship it was 
quickly apparent that we could not meet these conditions immediately. 
Prayer Request 

Please send any prayer request in at anytime to middlezoyprayers@gmail.com. 
We realise that the situation we are in at the moment is very changeable therefore 
please ask for prayers when they are needed. A group of us are ready to add your 

requests to our prayers. You can be sure everything is done in the strictest confidence.   
This prayer initiative is open to anyone in the benefice or beyond. 
Prayer and reflection are regularly posted on the Holy Cross Church Facebook page. 
South Aisle Roof Covering 

The Diocesan Advisory Committee (the planning authority of the Diocese) have 
approved the proposal to lay a double thickness of felt as a more durable surface. Boyce 
Roofing Service have been instructed to purchase the felt. It is hoped the work will be 

undertaken in early August. 
The approval has come at a suitable time as the plastic sheeting, at present protecting 
the roof has deteriorated due to the sunlight and rubbing on the lead remaining on the 

roof. There are already two locations where water is dripping through the roof even 
with best efforts of Cave Builders to repair the more serious areas of damage. 
Ian Campbell, Churchwarden 

Organ Refurbishment 
Garfield Weston have awarded us a grant of £1,000 towards the refurbishment of the 
organ. With donations, pledges and grants the deficit is now down to approx. £800. 

Discussions are now progressing on the selection of an organ builder to undertake the 
work. 
Fundraising – Bike Ride and Cakes 

7 year old Zara Campbell-Mawhinney decided to help her grandad in raising money to 
reinstate the south aisle roof following the theft of the lead in February. Her aim was to 
raise £50.  Having mastered riding a bike during the lockdown she thought a sponsored 



14 

bike ride would be appropriate. Following a few other 

suggestions, Le Tour de Benefice was proposed and the 
weekend of 11 and 12 July were the chosen dates. 
A Just Giving page was formed and details put on the 

Middlezoy Village Facebook page. Donations started to 
roll in with the initial target passed almost immediately. 
The target was then raised several times and, at the time 

of writing this article, the total has exceeded £1,200 and 
rising, including a generous donation from a lady, with 
Middlezoy roots, who lives in Illinois. Wow!! 

Zara, with the support team of dad and grandad on bikes 
and mum, grandma, brother and sister in the support car, 
set off from Othery Church at 9.30am on 11 July for 
Middlezoy Church arriving about one hour later. After a 

lunch break the bikes were taken to Moorlinch Church 
for the second stage to Greinton Church. This proved 
initially a downhill glide followed by a steady ride before 

pushing the bikes across the A361, the most tricky part of 
the weekend!! 
Day 2 started at Sutton Mallet Church at 10.30am for the stage to Stawell. A bit of lack of 

forward planning meant an initial climb out of Sutton Mallet but this was followed by a 
steady ride to Stawell and an arm raising finish followed by spraying water over each other 
in celebration. Pictures of her epic weekend are in the porch of the church. 

Also thank you to the cake bakers and their successful cake sales during the social dancing 
on 4 and 11 July. Over £334 was raised for the church roof fund. 
We are also aware of other fund raising projects being planned within the village. 

Ian Campbell 

MIDDLEZOY HERITAGE GROUP 
Middlezoy Heritage Group would like to keep a permanent record of the village during 
the Covid-19 pandemic 
and the lockdown. Each 

person and every family 
have their own personal 
experiences and feelings 

about the last three 
months. Postcards will 
be delivered to every 

house in the village with 
an opportunity to 
convey how you were 

affected by the crisis. 
It can be a short 
message, a poem, a list, a 
drawing, a photo, a 

collage, a cartoon or 
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Councillor who does attend about every other meeting. It immediately became clear that 

there would be next to no room for members of the public to attend. The second point to 

consider is that now that Sedgemoor District Council no longer provide plans for planning 

applications and expect it all to be done via the internet; this requires a broadband 

connection which sadly the Church Room does not have. The Village Hall does now have a 

phone and broadband connection so from Monday 10 August the Parish Council will move 

their meetings to the Village Hall starting at 7.30pm. 

During the lockdown business has continued as just before lockdown we obtained  

online banking for the Parish Council so business could continue with all invoices 

circulated by email so that Parish Councillors were aware of what was being spent. We 

also held a planning meeting by Zoom as the application required a public meeting. This 

went quite well under the circumstances and a resolution went to Sedgemoor. 

The internal auditor found our accounts to be in order and they were then sent to the 

external auditor with the statutory notice on the noticeboard and on the Othery website. 

The disabled ramp which has been needed for the playing field has been completed and the 

majority of the funding came from an RLT2 grant and our VAT reclaim. Sedgemoor are 

very pleased with the outcome and have pictures of it for their record.

 John Swayne, Clerk to the Council 

OTHERY READING GROUP 
Our members chose a favourite book to take to a desert island. I hope this list might be 
useful if you are looking for something to read during this strange period of lockdown.  
Bringing up the bodies by Hilary Mantel. The second book in the trilogy on the life of 
Thomas Cromwell, where he is portrayed 
as a totally different character from that 
frequently taught in school.  
Cider with Rosie by Laurie Lee. Laurie 
Lee recounts his childhood in 
Gloucestershire soon after the first World 
War, a time without electricity or cars.  
Vintage Roger by Roger Mortimer. 
Born in 1909 to a well-connected family, 
Roger Mortimer survived Eton, Sandhurst, 
the Coldstream Guards, war and five years 
as a POW, all the while retaining his self-
deprecating humour and sense of the 
ridiculous.  
The Little White Horse by Elizabeth 
Goudge, a magical children’s story, it is 
uplifting and positive and that is what is 
needed in these rather stressful times. It 
can transport to unknown joys and 
sensations.  
Goodies and other stories by Walter F. 
Turner, written in the dialect of the 
Yorkshire Wolds, it is considered 
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culturally important and is part of the knowledge base of our 
civilization.  
The Narrow Land, by Christine Dwyer Hickey. Hickey’s 
initial inspiration for the book was the paintings of Edward 
Hopper. Around this she has woven a rich fictional distilled 
world of character and events which is unique and satisfying. 
The Gormenghast Trilogy by Mervyn Peake. This is a 
work difficult to categorise: possibly ‘Gothic fantasy’ but this 
misses so much of what is on offer. There is darkness, but also 
gentleness, humour, beauty, tragedy and a love of the written word.  
Winnie the Pooh by A.A. Milne. It can be read on different levels: as a children’s story 
or as a philosophical work. The themes of friendship, innocence and simplicity are 
relevant today.  
Blossom like a rose by Norah Lofts, an historical novel with well drawn characters 

about settlers who left the tyranny of England for the freedom of the American frontier.  
Darling Buds of May by H.E. Bates, the first of a series about the idyllic life of the 
Larkins.  Sandra Peters 

OTHERY VILLAGE HALL 
Hello to you all; Othery Village Hall committee hope that you are all well and staying safe.  
We know that isolating has been difficult for many of us and that getting back to some 
‘normal’ life with friends and activities will raise our spirits no end, and the committee is 
working to provide a clean and safe environment to make that happen. 
We are following the latest guidelines regarding the re-opening of halls and are 
undertaking risk assessments for the various activities that take place at the village hall. It 
has become clear that there cannot be a single set of precautions that cover every activity 
and therefore we are getting in contact with the various activity leaders to discuss any 
specific risks and safeguards that will be necessary to follow to maintain safe environments 
for you. 
In the meantime we can announce our new website is live (same address) which we hope 
you find informative and easy to use and where we will also be announcing re-opening 
times and precautions.  
We can also announce that the hall now has broadband and Wi-Fi for the use of hirers 
who need internet access during their activities. 
So stay safe and we hope to see you soon. 
Stephen Richards-Bond (Chair)07846 444003;  
Bookings; Ella Maisey 01823 690482 or 07814 754127 
Email: otheryvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk; Website: www.otheryvillagehall.org.uk 
Facebook: Othery Village Hall; Postal: Othery Village Hall, Fore Street, Othery, TA7 0QU 

OTHERY CRAFT GROUP 
We still don’t know when it will be safe for us to meet although as we are now meeting 
on the third Wednesday of the month from 2pm – 4.45pm, we will plan our next meeting 
for 21 September at The Old Vicarage in North Lane. I will let everyone know nearer the 
time. For more details about this group please contact Scilla on 01823 698866 or Pat on 
01823 698156.    

Scilla Tempest  
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ST MARY’S CHURCH UPDATE 
I will start with a nod to Captain James T Kirk, for any Star Trek fans – ‘It's Church Jim, 
but not as we know it!’ 
The church buildings may have been closed since the beginning of the lockdown, but 
the ‘Church’ is as active as ever as we try to work within the constraints currently 
placed upon us and work out new ways of getting together. I know many of you found 
space to ‘be somewhere else’ by visiting the churchyard whilst we were all in lockdown, 
which just shows what a vital part Moorlinch Church and its surroundings play in our 
village – for everyone, not just those who wish to ‘go to church’. As the weeks have 
gone by we have been having small virtual services on a bi-weekly basis with a larger 
Virtual United Benefice Service every alternate week. In looking at how we can get 
together, all-be-it in a virtual way, we have moved away from the service sheet led 
activity into more of a ‘coffee and a chat’ session as people use this time to catch up 
with friends and neighbours. 
So, we would like to introduce and invite everyone to join us in our bi-weekly 
Moorlinch Sunday Thoughts, where anyone who would like to join us can log in or 
phone in to have a virtual coffee and a chat, share anything amusing they have seen on 
Facebook or WhatsApp (other media channels are available!) and share in a bit of 
contemplative reflection on what’s been happening around us. 
This will happen every second Sunday - the next on August 9 and  August 23 and so on 
with the ‘call open’ from 9.15am, to give people time to log in, with everyone gathering 
to start at 9.30am for half an hour to 10am (or longer if there is a lot to chat about!). 
The log in details will always be the same – you can log in from your computer, tablet 
or smartphone by using the following link - https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/505167829 
Or you can dial in by phone by calling - United Kingdom (freephone number)  
0 800 031 4727 ; Followed by the Access Code: 505-167-829 # 
If you haven’t used GoToMeeting before you can install the app by going to:  

  MOORLINCH VILLAGE NEWS   
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https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/505167829 beforehand. 

You would be most welcome and we would love to ‘see you’! 
As always, should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me directly. 
Fiona Hixon, Churchwarden, 01458 211096, fiona@e-moor.com  

THE RING O' BELLS 
The Ring O' Bells, Moorlinch opened on Saturday 4 July to welcome back customers to 

dine and drink inside. It was lovely to have some sort of normality and see people again! 
Our outdoor area has been enhanced with a 'rustic corner' 
and also additional benches in the garden.  

We are continuing with the Takeaway Service. 
During August we will be participating in the Government's 
Eat Out to Help Out Scheme starting on Monday 3 
August.  

On Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays you can get 50% off 
your food and non-alcoholic drinks up to a total value of £10 
per person if you eat or drink here at the Ring O’Bells. And 

you can come back as many times as you like! 
Opening times and food service times for August are shown below. Best to phone and 
book a table for food on 01458 210358 or order a takeaway. 

Monday - Friday 5pm - Close, Food 5 - 9pm 
Saturday Noon - Close, Food 12 - 2pm, 5-9pm 
Sunday Noon - 9pm, Food 12-3pm 

We look forward to seeing you.    
Trish Davies 

ROG’S RECIPES - GREEN BEAN SALAD 

1. Trim and slice beans into 2.5cm (1 inch) lengths

2. Cook in boiling water until just tender OR Micro-wave with 60ml (4 tbsp) water
covered for 9-12 minutes stirring twice

3. Meanwhile, beat the oil with the mustard, seasoning to taste and add garlic
4. Gradually beat in the vinegar and continue beating until the dressing is thick

5. Stir in 15ml (1 tbsp) each parsley and chives
6. Drain beans. While still hot, stir in the dressing
7. Cool then refrigerate for two hours. Just before serving stir in cream and sprinkle

with remaining herbs
(Note – if you are watching your weight you can substitute the double cream with low 
fat yogurt instead.)  

Enjoy!   
Rog Harding 

450g (1lb) Green Beans 
60ml (4 tbsp) oil 
1.25ml (1/4 tsp) dry mustard 
Salt and freshly ground pepper 
1 garlic clove, crushed 

30ml (2 tbsp) wine vinegar 
30ml (2 tbsp) chopped parsley 
30ml (2 tbsp) chopped chives 
60ml (4 tbsp) fresh double cream 






