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FROM THE EDITOR
“April's showers bring May's flowers” the old adage says. I look forward to such events
because it gives me hope and pleasure to experience these wonders unfolding - new
sights, new scents, new flavours, new feelings, new hopes that we will all enjoy in the
month of May as it unfolds.
We reflect on what has passed during this Spring and seek to capture and hold on to all
that is of worth and meaning to mankind. To hope and pray for peace and humanity,
reconciliation and repair, not war nor hate, not jealousy nor fear. Our lives have
meaning even if we do not see it!
Throughout May our village lives continue on toward experiencing the tasks and
pleasures of all that the communities plan.
On Thursday 5 May local elections take place. Candidates for the Parish Councils and
the new 2023 Somerset Unitary Authority will hope their canvassing of the electorate
will get them elected – new teams will be created and projects planned for. I hope they
learn the good things to do and how not to do the bad things in life.
Preparations for the Queen's Platinum Jubilee in June are progressing and each village,
town and city will celebrate in their own way.
I hope you enjoy reading this edition of the magazine, perhaps find new interests,
discover new facts, feel drawn to join any of the local clubs and societies that provide
leisure-time pursuits and hobbies. Enjoy the late Spring and early Summer!
Anita Winslade (Editor), momssgeditor@live.co.uk
MOMSS MAGAZINE APPEAL
Dear Readers,
Our heartfelt thanks to the people who so far have given us donations to continue with
the magazine. We appreciate the support they have given us and if anyone else wishes
to send us further financial support we can still receive donations via cash or cheques
(made payable to United Benefice MOMSS) or via BACS:
Account:
United Benefice MOMSS
Bank:
Santander
Sort Code: 09 01 53
Account No: 79133288
Reference: Magazine
Richard Graham (Chairman), Anita Winslade, Isobel Davis. Jane Stryker, Gill Wilkinson.
MOMSS Magazine Committee

BENEFICE, DEANERY AND DIOCESAN ITEMS
CHURCHES AND CHAPELS
Open Daily The United Benefice churches in Middlezoy, Othery and
Stawell are open daily for private prayer.
BENEFICE/MIDDLEZOY PRAYER GROUP
Please do not think you have to be a member of the local churches as we are very
willing to pray for anyone who asks. The prayer group feel it is needed so please do not
hesitate to get in touch by emailing middlezoyprayers@gmail.com.
The Prayer Group
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PRAYERS AND SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE
Churches across the diocese pray for Ukraine and for peace. Many are open for those
who wish to have a quiet moment of prayer or to light a candle, others have been
holding prayer vigils. Locally church communities are working closely with aid agencies
to raise money and support those in need in Ukraine and refugees from the conflict.
NEW DATE FOR CANON MIKE’S MEMORIAL SERVICE
Dear All, I apologise for the short notice but the new date for Mike’s service is Sunday
15 May at 3pm.
Please reply by 30th April. I look forward to seeing you then.
With best wishes, Sandra.
FROM THE REGISTERS
Baptisms:
Jack Douglas Peppard was baptised in St Michael's Church Othery on Sunday
13 February.
Deaths/Funerals:
John Frederick Legg of Smallmoor Farm died on Monday 28 March, age 92.
His funeral was held on Wednesday 13 April in St Michael's Church, Othery
followed by burial in Othery Cemetery.
Ruth Mary Lee (nee Groves) formerly of Othery died on 1 April, age 97.
After a cremation ceremony at Taunton a service of Thanksgiving for her life
was held in St Michael's church, Othery on Friday 22 April.
LETTER FROM THE BISHOP
Life in abundance
It all happened so quickly. I went to A&E with severe back pain
which affected my mobility. The NHS was outstanding. Within a
dizzying few hours, I heard I would need an immediate MRI scan and
possibly rods to support my spine. I dreaded the thought of going
into the scanner, let alone the surgery. As I was being wheeled
along the corridor, Lauren, my godson’s 10-year-old daughter, came
into my mind.
Lauren is a talented girl passionate about football. Just over a year
ago, it was discovered that she had a growth at the base of the spine which would need
radical treatment to prevent spinal curvature. She would also require rods in her back
which could be regularly extended by surgery as she grew into adulthood. In addition,
this ten-year-old would be spending lonely hours in a soulless scanner. Lauren is
lovingly supported by her wonderful family and magnificently treated by NHS
professionals, but while it can be shared, the load is ultimately hers to carry. Parents
bear the agony of powerlessness. In the middle of this painful dilemma, young Lauren is
instinctively grabbing the God-given gift of abundant life which is for all and which lies at
the heart of the Gospel. As we get older, less passionate and more cynical we can lose
faith in this gift.
As I was being taken to the radiology department, I realised that I was being
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strengthened and inspired by this young girl, six decades my junior, facing far greater
challenges than me. My own fears were being transformed by Jesus Christ’s gift of life
mediated through Lauren’s courage. Life may turn out differently from what we expect,
but that does not restrict its abundance.
The young are an inspiration. It is the role of the older generation to ensure they can
grow into the special people God has created them to be so that they can release the
gifts they have for us all.
Thanks, Lauren.
Despite all she faces, Lauren continues to play football.
Rt. Rev. Brian Castle,
Honorary Assistant Bishop for Bath and Wells

GENERAL INTEREST ITEMS
UKRAINE SUNFLOWERS SWIM HAT
Moorlinch artist and keen open water swimmer Nancy Farmer regularly
combines these two interests by producing colourful swim hats to her
own designs.
Nancy wanted to do something to aid the Ukrainian struggle.
She created a very special hat in the bright blue and yellow of
the flag of Ukraine and featuring their national flower: the
sunflower. The aim was to raise money by selling the hats and
devoting the entire proceeds to the cause. The production was
financed by Nancy herself, friends and family, and the company
Swimhatco.com. Using social media, the hats sold out within an
hour of their appearance.
Hilary Jenkins Spangler
Nancy said "A lot of people have responded in many ways to the
wearing swim hat
challenge of
assisting the
people of Ukraine
and for me
designing the
special hat was
the obvious
choice. I’m very
grateful to my
loyal customers
who found a
particularly good
reason to buy
another swim hat.
I like to think my
Our advertisers enable us to provide the MOMSS magazine free of charge to each home
in our villages. Please support them if you can, and mention this magazine.
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hats add a bit of comfort, colour and style to braving the cold water."
And now perhaps a little extra glow in the knowledge that others will be benefitting.
Anne Farmer
SKY AT NIGHT May 2022
Sunrise Sunset
Beginning of May 5.43am-8.33pm
End of May 5.02am-9.16pm
Moon Phases
First Quarter 9th
Full Moon 16th
Last Quarter 22nd
New Moon 30th
Planets
On 2 May Mercury is close to the seven sisters star cluster and the crescent Moon low
in the north west, Saturn rises in the south east at 2.30am mid-month as does Jupiter at
3.30am followed by Venus at 4am.
Stars
High in the south late evening the kite shaped Constellation of Bootes
may be seen. This is easy to find as at the bottom of the constellation is
the giant orange star Arcturus, the brightest star in the northern
hemisphere with a diameter 25 times that of the Sun.
Phenomena
The Eta Aquarid Meteor shower peaks early morning 6th of May this is produced from
debris from the tail of Halleys Comet.
Paul Adamson 01823 698156
SOMERSET LEVELS STARGAZERS
Our monthly meeting is on Wednesday 25 May at 7.30pm in Othery Village Hall where
our guest speaker Mark Woodland F.R.A.S. from the Charterhouse Observatory will
present High Energy Astrophysics and compact objects. This is along with our guide to
observing the night sky during the month ahead and all the latest space news.
The meeting is also on Zoom, for details contact somersetlevelsstargazers@hotmail.com
or visit our website somersetlevelsstargazers.co.uk You can also follow us on Facebook.
Paul Adamson
01823 698156

M. Franks & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
* Private Chapel of Rest *
* 24 Hour Personal & Caring Service *
* Home Visiting Service *
Bath Road, Ashcott,
Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 9QT
Telephone: 01458 210627 or 01458 860157
Email: mfranksandsons@gmail.com
Website: www.mfranksandsons.co.uk
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WESTERN
FRONT
ASSOCIATION
(WFA)
Somerset branch
Our next meeting is in
Othery Village Hall on
Wednesday 11 May at
7.45pm. Our speaker is
Dr Rodney Atwell on
the subject 'Rawlinson
- Tragedy to Triumph'
In the First World War

Rawlinson held an important command position in the British Expeditionary Force.
He bears a heavy part-responsibility for the disastrous first day of the Somme, but later
in the battle his successful tactics inflicted heavy enemy casualties.
His Western front career culminated in a series of victories starting at Amiens.
Both WFA and non-members alike are equally welcome to hear this interesting talk.
We ask for a modest £4 on the door to defray costs. You will also receive a free raffle
ticket for the evening’s raffle.
Tea and coffee are available, however if you would like please bring your own drinks.
Pat Adamson, Secretary, Somerset W.F.A. 01823 698156
Somersetwfa@hotmail.com
GARDENING CLUB
Othery Gardening Club is returning! First meeting will be on Tuesday 14 June 7.30pm
at Othery Village Hall. We will be having a demonstration on hanging baskets.
We are just putting together the final details of a fully-packed programme of visits and
talks for the next 12 months and will share it with you soon.
All very welcome to this informal and friendly group.
Need more information? Contact Jo - 01823 698123, or email
otherygardeningclub@live.co.uk or Facebook Othery Gardening Club.
Jo Taylor
FARM DIARY
This is written for non-farmers who live surrounded by farmland.
In the Field. April saw lots of activity in arable fields as fertiliser and pesticides were
applied. Now as the temperature is climbing everything is growing. Our hedges have
greened up in mid-April. Oil seed rape is in full flower in places. Incidentally, the ban on
neonics in 2015 has led to the halving of our oilseed production. Imports have trebled,
largely from Canada where they still use neonics. Unfortunately in 2021 they had a
drought which halved their crop. (Ref. Guy Smith in the Farmers Weekly of 15 April
2022.) Prices rose dramatically. In addition, all crop prices are going through the roof.
We still have some crop from last year’s harvest to sell. However, it is not cause for
too much celebration as some of our input prices are doing the same; fuel and fertiliser
as mentioned before. Dry conditions in a major producer like America (see next page)
will contribute to the problem of food prices and commodity prices.
Silage. This starts in the second week of May and during this time there are many
more tractor and trailer movements on our roads as farmers preserve feed for next
winter. For calculation purposes, winter is considered to be six months. The high
fertiliser prices will mean less is used and yields will suffer. We are keeping surplus
forage from last year in case we do not make enough. Usually we sell the excess and
empty our store but not this year.
Net Zero. It is thought that farmers will have difficulty embracing electric tractors for
some time until more infrastructure is in place. Tractors are typically used for upward
of ten hours in busy times and it is not thought that batteries will provide that nor will
there be charging stations capable of supplying the power needed to recharge them. In
the meantime, hydrogen is a possibility as well as rapeseed oil and used chip fat.
Richard Graham
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www.blaketraining.co.uk
Email: blake@blaketraining.co.uk
Tel: 01823 690042 Mobile: 07783 305835
Blake Training Centre
Room hire for meetings, talks, training venues
and much ,much more.
Very competitive rates
Food and refreshments can also be provided
Rob Blake - Land based training specialising in
Forestry and Arboriculture including Chainsaw
Maintenance and Cross Cutting, Felling,
Chainsaw Safety and Awareness (SAD), Climbing
and Aerial Rescue, Brushcutters, Chippers etc
Sarah Blake - Food Safety training for the
manufacturing and catering sectors. Other courses
offered: First Aid, Health and Safety, Nutrition,
Management.

Please contact us for prices and full details
Admin address: Lanlivery, Main Road,
Middlezoy, TA7 0PB
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MOORLINCH VILLAGE NEWS
MOORLINCH CHURCH HALL
March saw the sell-out success of a Shamrock Supper to celebrate St Patrick's Day.
Delicious Irish fare produced by Aileen Munday was served in the Church Hall
stunningly decorated by Liz Oliver and her team. Jan Samways' sweepstake was also a
sell-out.
We also saw the installation and permanent fixing of the two 'friendly' benches in the
Church Hall grounds that came about from a grant from the Somerset Community
Foundation. Now ready to be sat on whenever the fancy takes you.
Anne Farmer and Mary Mason

9

MOORLINCH PREPARES FOR THE JUBILEE BEACON
This scene may not yet show an eager throng of people awaiting the lighting of the
Moorlinch Jubilee Beacon, along with thousands of others across the country and
commonwealth. However this glorious hilltop setting is the site of the Moorlinch
Beacon. Plans are in hand to ensure that the village makes a fitting contribution.
Organisers are thrilled that they have secured the assistance of a proper real Piper,
Andy Wolf, to pipe the official tune ‘Diu Regnare’ specially created for the Jubilee
Beacon Ceremonies.
Nancy Farmer, mentioned elsewhere on these pages, has invited her fellow swimmer,
Consultant Mr. Andrew Wolf, Professor of Pediatric Anesthesia and Intensive Care
with the Bristol Hospitals Trust, to regale us in
yet another of his capacities: playing the bagpipes.
The festivities, free to all, will begin at 7.30pm on
2 June on The Hill at Spring Farm, Moorlinch and
the pipes are scheduled to be played at the lighting
of the beacon, around 9.45pm.
For details of Beacon Lighting and other elements
of the Jubilee Celebrations, go to
https://www.queensjubileebeacons.com/
Anne Farmer

STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET VILLAGE NEWS
More information is available on the website www.stawellvillage.info
ST FRANCIS CHURCH
After a two year break, courtesy of Covid, Easter Bingo with Lamb Bonanza was
delightful and a lot of fun. Thanks go to all who supported it in whatever way, whether
it was by donating prizes, helping on the night or coming along to play.
The big prize of the evening, a leg of West Country lamb, kindly donated by Graham
and Jill Fry, was won by Sarah Lawrence. We hope Sarah and her family enjoy their
Easter feast.
Ruth Peberdy For the Church Committee

GREINTON VILLAGE NEWS
Information is available from greintonvillage@gmail.com or via the Greinton Village in
Somerset Facebook group
VILLAGE NEWS
It’s been a quiet month in Greinton, with just the Pub Night on the first Friday of the
month, which continues to be well supported. The next one is on 6 May.
Our next social event, apart from the Pub Nights, is a lunchtime barbeque on Sunday
19 June (Fathers’ Day).
Toby Crispin
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MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE NEWS
MIDDLEZOY PLATINUM JUBILEE NEWS
Many thanks to those who continue to support our events. The
Bistro Evenings are a real success and the Grand Garage Sale
brought in £380 and what amazing weather we were blessed with.
Fundraising continues with a Plant Sale on Saturday 7 May at
Sheppard's Farm, 10am-12noon and the Grand Raffle with prizes of
£500 cash, smart TV, Round of Golf and Photo Shoot just to
mention a few. Tickets on sale in the shop and from any PJ group member.
Plans for a permanent memorial are in place for a Portland Stone bench to be sited on
the playing field. Richard Horsham is working his magic so watch this space.
There will be a Jubilee Gift for all children living in Middlezoy aged 0 months up to and
including Year 11 on Sunday 5 June. Due to data protection we know how many
children are eligible but not who they are or where they live so we ask that you
contact us. If you want your child to receive one please register by filling in a form –
available from the shop/PO and returning it by no later than Monday 16 May.
Garden Art forms are also available now from the shop/PO, theme 'An occasion,
invention, or memory of the last 70 years'. Closing date Sunday 22 May.
Advance notice of a concert on Thursday 2 June with Taunton Deane Big Band in the
church. Tickets £10 available from shop/PO. Not sure who they are? Check them out
on Facebook or YouTube – fantastic.
Finally don’t forget to get those flags and bunting out to decorate your houses.
Pam Jamieson on behalf of the PJ Group
MIDDLEZOY COMMUNITY PROJECT
Middlezoy Village Hall
The Committee have been hard at work over the early Spring; hosting the now famous
Friday Night bars, Sunday Jamming sessions and a highly enjoyable Fun Music Quiz that
also raised additional funds for the Jubilee celebrations.
We have some new
and very smart
curtains at all the
windows, which
enhance the look of
the hall and we are
looking into
obtaining grants for
upgrading the
cladding of the
building, which is in
desperate need of
repair.
Looking forward in
our diaries and we
11

hope yours, on Saturday 14 May we
are holding a Horse Racing Night,
which should be a fun evening, as
anyone who came to the last one will
testify. Tickets are £7.50 to include a
Ploughman's Supper. The bar will be
open and we just need you to come
along with some cash to have a little
'flutter' as you try to pick the winners
in each of the six races. Fun and
laughter guaranteed, and you could find
yourself on a winning streak. Half of
the profits are going to the Jubilee
Committee. Sincere thanks to the local
businesses who have stepped up to
sponsor the races and programme.
The Sunday Jamming session for May
will be on the 22nd.
Going on to the Queen's Jubilee
weekend; Middlezoy Cricket Club will
be hosting a T20 cricket match at the
field on Friday 3 June at 2pm,
Spectators and lots of cheering
encouraged. Bring a chair and a picnic.
The hall bar will be open for the
afternoon.
In the evening MCP will host not only 'Elton John' but also 'Rod Stewart' for a night of
rock royalty classics. Tickets will be £10. Come to join in singing and dancing along to
some of the greatest music of the 70s and 80s.
We look forward to seeing many of you at the hall, on a Friday evening, a Sunday
afternoon and at the race night.
Thank you all for the support that you continue to give us. It is much appreciated.
Sally Evans, MCP
MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING
We had the second of our monthly craft stalls on Monday 4 April. Thank you to Sarah
Bonham who came along with the Flamingo paperie products.
A lovely selection of cards, gift wrap and gift ideas. We hope to invite Sarah again
nearer to Christmas when she will have a selection of advent calendars and Christmas
cards.
Our next craft stall will be on Monday 9 May when we will welcome one of our village
resident artists. Lynne Mackay will be bringing along a selection of her paintings. Do
come along and take a look. There is no obligation to buy from any of the stalls but you
may be inspired to start a new hobby!
On Monday 11 April we held an Easter Raffle and made an amazing £50. We will be
donating this to the MOMSS Magazine. Thank you to everyone who attended and those
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who donated prizes. Most of us enjoyed
an Easter biscuit during the morning
made by Bev and Amelia Purchase
(thanks - they were lovely!) and some of
us took home palm crosses which were
left from the Sunday evening chapel
service.
Hope to see you on a Monday everyone is welcome !
Jill Darby
Village Coffee Morning Co-ordinator
Tel 01823 698000 email jilldrb@gmail.com

R.J. Countryside &
Garden Services
Tree Surgery
All aspects of garden maintenance
Pruning, planting, weeding
Rotavating
Grass cutting
Hedge trimming
Hedge laying

LEVELS METHODIST CHURCH
Good Friday Service
Just back from this service which was
well attended and particularly moving.
Thanks to those who came and Chris
Darby for sorting the Cross out for us.
Also thanks to Deborah for the Easter
gifts hung on the fence! Also to Celia for
the music.
Services
8 May
22 May

10am
6.30pm

Fully Insured, Qualified and Licensed
Contact Rhiannon and Jason on
07706 471337
rjcountryside@gmail.com

United Service at Holy Cross
Circuit Easter Offering Service - Rev Deborah Kirk

SALAD AND SWEETS
We are reviving our popular Salads and Sweets. Trial run - 10 May at 12.30pm. Any
help welcome. Ham and cheese salads with usual bits and pieces followed by delicious
sweets and coffee/tea.
MIDDLEZOY WOMEN’S SOCIAL CLUB
Annual Outing on 9 August to Ottery St Mary and Sidmouth. Please note this is the
second Tuesday in August not the first Tuesday as is usual.
Pauline Stewart
HOLY CROSS CHURCH
Ukraine
Since the invasion of Ukraine by Russia a candle has been standing on the front altar.
The church has also remained open until late evening for prayer and reflection.
The candle will remain lit while the conflict continues.
Joyful Spirit Choir Concert
On Saturday 9 April the Joyful Spirit Choir performed a concert in aid of the Ukrainian
Refugee Appeal. A wide songbook was sung with great enthusiasm which warmed the
hearts and souls of all the audience. After the interval the audience were encouraged to
join in and dance in the aisles if so inclined – which some really did do. The evening
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raised £1200 for the Appeal. The organisers thank everyone for this wonderful event
and their generosity.
Middlezoy PCC

OTHERY VILLAGE NEWS
OTHERY VILLAGE HALL
Diary for May
Mondays
11am Yoga,
6.30pm Zumba (6pm on 9 May)
Saturday 7 May
Quiz Night £10 per table of 4 people, 7.30 pm (doors open
7pm). To book contact us on email or via the Othery Village Hall Facebook page. The
bar will be open.
Wednesday 11 May
7.45pm Western Front Association
Wednesday 25 May
Somerset Stargazers
Thursdays 7.30pm
Short mat bowls
Fridays
11am Pilates,
7pm Bar night
Saturday 4 June
Afternoon Jubilee party for children
Tuesday 18 October
OVH Annual General Meeting
Saturday 26 November
Craft Fair
Bridget, Secretary, Othery Village Hall Committee
otheryvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk www.otheryvillagehall.org.uk
OTHERY CHURCH
Mouse Races
Blinked and you missed them? Much fun was had by all who supported the annual
Mouse Races evening in Othery Village Hall. The hall was packed with people watching
and waiting for the mice to run. They did run, some fast and some slow, but some mice
did not realise they had to reach the other end of their lanes before getting back to
their homes (oh dear) but much excitement was experienced by everyone who helped
contribute £1,200 towards the funds needed for the set-up expenses of the Street
Fayre. Next year's Mouse Races Evening will be on Saturday 1 April.
Street Fayre
Soon it will be here – on Saturday 18 June and hopefully
the weather will again be its bright, warm, sunny self.
Plans are well under way to put on this annual event with
all the stalls, refreshments and entertainments associated with it.
The free Street Fayre Programme is being prepared with full details of events etc. and
printed copies will be delivered to each home in Othery at the end of May.
Some Stall sites are still available so if you or someone you know would like a site
contact the Street Fayre Secretary Anita Winslade (address below) who will provide
application forms.
Vehicles Road Run
Plans are also underway for the Annual Classic and Vintage
Vehicles Road Run on Saturday 17 September. The Run will
start and end in Othery in the afternoon and there will be a
Pig Roast afterwards.
Anita Winslade,
Elmgrove Bungalow, Holloway Road, Othery, TA7 0QF
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OTHERY GARDENING CLUB
The Gardening Club is returning! First meeting will be on Tuesday
14 June at 7.30pm in Othery Village Hall. We will be having a
demonstration on hanging baskets.
We are just putting together the final details of a fully-packed
programme of visits and talks for the next 12 months and will share it with you soon.
All very welcome to this informal and friendly group.
Need more information? Contact Jo - 01823 698123, or email
otherygardeningclub@live.co.uk or Facebook Othery Gardening Club.
Jo Taylor
READING GROUP
The Mountains Sing by Nguyen Phan Que Mai
Born in 1973, Nguyen Phan Que Mai grew up witnessing the Vietnam
war’s devastation and its aftermath. This is her first book written in
English and took her seven years to write. It tells an intimate story of one family as seen
through the eyes of the matriarch, Tran Dieu Lan and her granddaughter.
This is a richly imagined story of severed bonds amid conflict. An engrossing story of
one family’s shifting fortunes in Vietnam across half a century. Through the travails of
one family, Nguyen brings us close to the horrors of famine, war and class struggle but
in this moving and riveting novel she also shows us a post-war Vietnam, a country of

GREINTON
SERVICE STATION
WESLEY LEWIS
 MOT testing on petrol

and diesel vehicles
 Car sales and servicing
 All repairs undertaken
 Air conditioning service

and repair
Taunton Road.
Greinton, Bridgwater, TA7 9BP
Telephone 01458 210094
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hope and renewal, home to a people who have never given up.
Everyone who attended our first meeting in St Michael’s Church Room since the first
Covid lockdown found this novel engrossing and interesting particularly as we were
reading it while the invasion of Ukraine by Russia was continuing. Enjoy would not be a
word one could use to describe this book but it struck a chord with everyone and
brought it all to life.
Scilla Tempest

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST
WOMENS INSTITUTES NEAR US
Ashcott and Pedwell 7.30pm Third Thursday
Ashcott Village Hall, TA7 9PZ.
Burrowbridge 7.30pm Third Monday Coronation Hall West Yeo Road, TA7 0RH.
Shapwick Starlets
7.30pm Second Tuesday
Village Hall, Station Rd, TA7 9NJ.
Westonzoyland
7.15pm Second Wednesday Village Hall Cheer Lane TA7 0EZ
Local times can vary so it is best to contact to Somerset Federation before attending
for the first time 01278 287034.
BURROWBRIDGE WI
Burrowbridge Women’s Institute and Burrowbridge Parish Council were
delighted when Mrs Annie Maw accepted their invitation to present a
sorbus ‘Wilfrid Fox’ gifted from the Women’s Institute to the Parish
Council in celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee on a beautiful
spring morning on Saturday 26 March. The presentation and tree planting
took place at the Coach House Garden, and afterwards the WI presented Mrs Maw
with a gift of a knitted corgi called WInnie, part of a WI fun project to also celebrate
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. (FYI WInnie is meant to be WI and not Wi!)
We would love to see some new faces, so why not pop along and meet us on the third
Monday of the month at 7.30pm at the Coronation Hall, you can be sure of a warm
welcome and a cuppa.
Sue Heyes, Secretary
ROBOTIC BEEHIVES MAY HELP SAVE DECLINING WORLD BEE
POPULATION
Bees are vital for food
crops to grow, as well as
flowers and other parts of
the ecosystem to thrive
(and they make honey!).
But the bee population
appears to be in trouble—
for a combination of
factors, bee populations
across the globe have been
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declining for decades. However, one innovative Israeli company has folks "buzzing"
about a high-tech beehive that they think might help bring the bee population back from
the brink of disaster.
Israeli tech startup company, Beewise, has gained international attention and some big
money investors for its robotic beehives.
Beewise's Beehome is a high-tech, solar-powered super condominium for bees. It can
house up to 24 bee colonies—that's about the equivalent of 50 hives. The Beehome
features robotics, AI (artificial intelligence), computer software, and a mobile app that
lets beekeepers keep an eye on the hive from anywhere, 24 hours a day. The Beehome
automatically keeps the temperature and humidity just right for the bees. It also takes
care of pests and parasites (deadly little creatures that can wipe out a colony quickly!).
The robotic home also notifies the keeper when human intervention is needed, and it
identifies when a colony is about to swarm (leave the hive for good). The Beehome
even harvests the honey!
Beewise co-founder and CEO Saar Safra says the company is on a mission to save the
world's bee population. And Beehome is their secret weapon. "The Beehome works
with 24 colonies, 12 on each side. And in the centre, there's a robotic system that
moves and monitors [the colonies] 24/7 using computer vision, machine learning, and
neural networks. It dispenses food, water, medicine if there is a disease or pest, it
knows if it's too hot or cold — the robot can treat all of this."
Safra says a ‘perfect storm’ of loss of habitat, changes in the climate, in some places

VILLAGE AGENTS
To contact a Village Agent ring
01823 331222 and they will find the
most suitable person to deal with
your query.
Referrals can also be made via local
doctors’ surgeries.
MIDDLEZOY & OTHERY
Jane Wood
Tel 07985 680266
email: janew@somersetrcc.org.uk
MOORLINCH
To be allocated
STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET
Daniel Bell
Tel 07946 461548
email: danielb@somersetrcc.org.uk
GREINTON
To be allocated
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too much use of chemicals in agriculture, along with the usual parasitic mites and other
pathogens have caused bees to disappear over the last several decades—the world "is
losing about 40 percent of colonies every year."
Safra believes that technology is a key to turning things around.
"Treating and caring for living biological beings in real-time helps keep them strong and
healthy. A robot can do this all day long; it doesn't get tired. Humans can't treat bees in
real-time. If there's a problem, you don't know about it until you get to the hives. They
need to drive into the field — if they have 1,000 boxes scattered around, they need to
look into them to see what's happening, and often it's too late as the colony has
collapsed." According to an internal study done by Beewise, the Beehome can help
reduce colony collapse by 10 percent…which Safra says means that "more bees stay
alive, there's more honey and more pollination."
RETIRING FROM THE BRITISH ARMY CAN BE COMPLICATED
Lt. Colonel Robert Maclaren retired from the British Army in 2001 after a long fulfilling
career. He received a letter from the Personnel Department of the Ministry of Defence
setting out details of his pension and, in particular, the tax-free ‘lump sum’ award,
(based upon completed years of service), that he would receive in addition to his
monthly pension.
The letter read:
‘Dear Lt Colonel Maclaren,
We write to confirm that you retired from the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards on
1st March 2001 at the rank of Lt Colonel, having been commissioned into the
British Army at Edinburgh Castle as a 2nd Lieutenant on 1st February 1366.
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Accordingly, your lump sum payment, based on years served, has been calculated
as £68,500. You will receive a cheque for this amount in due course.
Yours sincerely, Army Paymaster’
Col Maclaren replied:
‘Dear Paymaster,
Thank you for your recent letter confirming that I served as an officer in the Royal
Scots Dragoon Guards between 1st February 1366 and 1st March 2001 – a total
period of 635 years and 1 month. I note however that you have calculated my lump
sum to be £68,500, which seems to be considerably less than it should be bearing in
mind my length of service since I received my commission from King Edward III. By
my calculation, allowing for interest payments and currency fluctuations, my lump
sum should actually be £6,427,586,619.47p. I look forward to receiving a cheque for
this amount in due course.
Yours sincerely, Robert Maclaren (Lt Col Retd)’
A month passed by and then in early April, a stout manilla envelope from the Ministry
of Defence in Edinburgh dropped through Col Maclaren’s letter box, it read:
‘Dear Lt Colonel Maclaren,
We have reviewed the circumstances of your case as outlined in your recent letter
to us dated 8th March inst. We do indeed confirm that you were commissioned
into the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards by King Edward III at Edinburgh Castle on
1st February 1366, and that you served continuously for the following 635 years and
1 month. We have re-calculated
your pension and have pleasure in
confirming that the lump sum
payment due to you is indeed
£6,427,586,619.47p.
However, we also note that
according to our records you are the
only surviving officer who had
command responsibility during the
following campaigns and battles:
The Wars of the Roses 1455 -1485
(Including the battles of Bosworth
Field, Barnet and Towton)
The Civil War 1642 -1651 (Including
the battles Edge Hill, Naseby and the
conquest of Ireland)
The Napoleonic War 1803 – 1815
(including the battle of Waterloo and
PEASEY FARM SHOP OFFER
Take your copy of this magazine to
the Peasey Farm Shop and receive a
10% discount on your purchases.
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the Peninsular War)
The Crimean War (1853 – 1856) (including the battle of Sevastopol and the Charge
of the Light Brigade)
The Boer War (1899 -1902).
We would therefore wish to know what happened to the following, which do not
appear to have been returned to Stores by you on completion of operations:
9765 Cannon, 26,785 Swords, 12,889 Pikes, 127,345 Rifles (with bayonets), 28,987
horses (fully kitted)
Plus three complete marching bands with instruments and banners.
We have calculated the total cost of these items and they amount to
£6,427,518.119.47p. We have therefore subtracted this sum from your lump sum,
leaving a residual amount of £68,500 for which you will receive a cheque in due
course.
Yours sincerely. . .’
SHARLOTKA
(Ukrainian apple sponge cake recipe)
From The Saporito
All sweet tooths know what a moist apple sponge cake is. Use this easy sharlotka recipe to
make the best 6 ingredient apple dessert
PREP TIME 15 mins
COURSE Dessert
SERVINGS 8

COOK TIME 1 hr
TOTAL TIME 1 hr 15 mins
CUISINE Russian, Ukrainian
CALORIES 167 kcal

(my baking dish is 9 inches (22cm) in diameter):
INGREDIENTS
 3 eggs
 1 cup sugar
 1 cup plain flour
 1 tsp (rounded) baking powder
 3 big eating apples
 1 tbsp cinnamon
INSTRUCTIONS
1. Beat eggs with sugar, (it’s very important to beat them well)
2. Add flour and baking powder. Mix well
3. Cut the apples into cubes. If you like cinnamon sprinkle it on the apples, I love
cinnamon and always add it to this pie, it enriches the flavour so much!
4. Add the apples to the flour-and-eggs mixture, mix well, and pour the dough into
the baking dish (don’t forget to grease it with some butter and sprinkle with
flour)
5. Preheat oven to 180°C (350°F) and bake the pie for 1 hour (check readiness with a
toothpick).
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Sharlotka with apples and cinnamon easily adapts to any baking pan. When the
cake is ready, let it cool and then take a thin spatula around the edges to help it
loosen – this will make it easier to remove the cake out of the baking form.
Dust the top of sharlotka with icing sugar. Serve this moist apple sponge cake with
tea or coffee. Bon appetit!
You can store it in an airtight container (at room temperature) for up to 5 days…
if you resist and don’t eat it much earlier.
USE F UL TI PS F O R PE RF E CT SH A RL OT K A WI T H A P PLE S
This apple dessert does not require any special culinary skills. However, follow a
few simple rules for the best result:
 eggs should be at room temperature (remove them from the fridge at least 15
minutes before making the batter)
 baking time depends a lot on your oven – at the same temperature, one oven
will bake fruit pie faster, and the other will take 5-10 minutes more). Be
sure to check the readiness of sharlotka with a toothpick
 any variety of apples is suitable for this apple dessert: Golden Delicious,
Gala, Fuji, Granny Smith… be sure to choose sweet and ripe ones
 don’t forget to grease the baking dish with butter and sprinkle it with flour
before pouring the batter into it. As for the baking tray… any good non stick pan will do: round, square, rectangular, even triangular; silicone or
metal. I often bake this sweet pie in a springform pan.
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USEFUL INFORMATION
DEFIBRILLATOR MACHINES
From the scene of an incident, call 999, ask for Ambulance.
Ascertain the condition of the patient. If a defibrillator is required, to obtain the code
to open the cabinet give the following information about the nearest machine.
Call sign
Greinton Phone Box
TA7 9BW
CHT-RT-1583
Middlezoy Chapel
TA7 0NZ
SC0253
Middlezoy Village Hall
TA7 0PG
SC0254
(machine at car park end)
Moorlinch Farm
TA7 9BU
Othery Village Hall
TA7 0QU
Stawell Village Hall
TA7 9AD
Within 200m of a defibrillator they can give you the code to open the cabinet on post
code alone, farther away the call sign is required.
POLICE
Emergencies only tel: 999 ; Non emergencies tel: 101
CRIMESTOPPERS 8am-10pm Weekdays 0800 555111
HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING & REFUSE COLLECTIONS
The recycling and rubbish collections for the MOMSS & G area are:
MIDDLEZOY & OTHERY
Recycling Boxes, every week:
Friday 6, Thursdays 12, 19, 26 May, Saturday 4 June.
Black Wheeled Bins, every 3 weeks:
Thursday 19 May, Friday 10 June.
Garden Waste Bins, every other week:
Middlezoy: Mondays 9, 23 May, Tuesday 7 June.
Othery: Friday 6, Thursday 19 May, Saturday 4 June.
MOORLINCH, STAWELL, SUTTON MALLET & GREINTON
Recycling Boxes, every week:
Thursday 5, Wednesdays 11, 18, 25 May, 1 June.
Black Wheeled Bins, every 3 weeks:
Thursday 5, Wednesdays 25 May, 15 June.
Garden Waste Bins, every other week:
Thursdays 12, 26 May, Friday 10 June.
RECYCLING CENTRES
Summer opening hours are 9am-6pm weekdays and 9am-4pm weekends.
Full details of each site, location, opening times, materials they will accept etc. can be
found at www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycling/centres
MOBILE LIBRARY
This service continues every 4 weeks. Next visits: Friday 6 May, Monday 6 June.
Stawell Village Hall
9.50am - 10.30am
Moorlinch Tapmoor Road Junction
10.45am - 11.05am
Middlezoy Main Road Bus Stop
12.20pm - 1pm
For further information about reading books online contact Libraries Direct on
0300 123 2224 or visit www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries
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MOMSS COMMUNITY INFORMATION
Please advise momssgeditor@live.co.uk of amendments/additions
ANGLICAN CHURCH INFORMATION
Priest-in-Charge
Rev Andrea Harwood 01458 443239 vicarmomss@gmail.com
Sunday mornings, Tuesdays and Wednesdays plus half a day on Saturdays (by arrangement)
United Benefice Readers
Pauline Davies 01278 451280 and Richard Graham 01278 722284
Parish Auxiliary Lay Ministers
Mervyn Winslade (Othery); Ruth Peberdy (Stawell)
Churchwardens
Middlezoy: Ian Campbell 01823 698790
Othery: Mervyn Winslade 01823 698368 and Margaret Harris 01823 698838
Moorlinch: Fiona Hixon 01458 211096
Stawell contact: To be arranged
Sutton Mallet contact: Brian Lishman 01278 722579
Greinton contact: Jean Heywood 01458 210497
METHODIST CHAPEL MIDDLEZOY
Minister: Rev Deborah Kirk 01823 334854
Chapel Stewards: Pauline Stewart 01823 698351 and Sandy Rogers 01823 698220
PARISH COUNCILS/MEETINGS
Middlezoy—Chairman: Paul Baker 01823 698082
Othery—Chairman: Andrew Tizzard 01823 690284
Moorlinch—Meeting Chairman: Ron Hixon 01458 211096
Stawell and Sutton Mallet—Chairman: Brian Lishman 01278 722579
Greinton—Enquiries: Toby Crispin 01458 210227
DISTRICT PCSOs
Georgia Coles 07889 659466; Benjamin Simpkin 07889 659932
VILLAGE AGENTS
See information on page 15 in greyscale version for contact details
HELPFUL NUMBERS
Middlezoy: School 01823 698465; The George Inn 01823 698215;
P.O. 01823 698981 Shop 01823 587222
Open Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 8.45am-12pm, 2pm-5pm
Shop open additionally Wed, Sat 8.45am-11am
Othery: School 01823 698464
Moorlinch: Ring O’Bells 01458 210358
VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS
Middlezoy Village Hall 01823 698366; Othery Village Hall 01823 690482;
Moorlinch Church Hall 01458 210755;
Stawell & Sutton Mallet Village Hall 01278 723665; Greinton Village Hall 01458 210277
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SERVICES CHART FOR CHAPEL AND UB CHURCHES MAY 2022
DATE
May 1 Sun
(Third of Easter)

TIME
10.00 am

EVENT
United Benefice Communion service

VENUE
St Mary's, Moorlinch

8 Sun
(Fourth of Easter)

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

Joint Worship For All service
Prayer & Praise service
All Age Worship service
Holy Communion service
United Benefice Sung Eucharist service

Holy Cross, Middlezoy
St Michael’s, Othery
St Mary's, Moorlinch
St Francis, Stawell
St Francis, Stawell

22 Sun
(Sixth of Easter)
(Rogation Sunday)

10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
6.30 pm

Worship For All service
Holy Communion service
Holy Communion service
All Age Worship service
Circuit Communion service

Holy Cross, Middlezoy
St Michael’s, Othery
St Mary's, Moorlinch
St Francis, Stawell
Methodists Chapel, Middlezoy

29 Sun (7th of Easter)
June 5 Sun (Pentecost)
(Whit Sunday)

10.00 am
10.00 am

United Benefice Communion service
United Benefice Communion service

St Michael & All Angels, Greinton
Sutton Mallet church

15 (Fifth of Easter)

The Common Worship readings and lessons for the services:
DATE
May
1 Sun

SEASON
Third Sunday of
Easter

READINGS

OT:
Psalm:
Epistle:
Gospel:

Zephaniah, chapter 3, verses 14 to the end
30
Acts, chapter 9, verses 1 to 20
John, chapter 21, verses 1 to 19

8 Sun

Fourth Sunday of
Easter

OT:
Psalm:
Epistle:
Gospel:

Genesis, ch. 7, 1 to 5, 11 to 18; ch. 8, 6 to 18; ch. 9, 8 to 13
23
Acts, chapter 9 verses 36 to 43
John, chapter 10, verses 22 to 30

15 Sun

Fifth Sunday of
Easter

OT:
Psalm:
Epistle:
Gospel:

Genesis, chapter 22 verses 1 to 18
148
Acts, chapter 11, verses 1 to 18
John, chapter 13, verses 31 to 35

22 Sun

Sixth Sunday of
Easter
(Rogation Sunday)

OT:
Psalm:
Epistle:
Gospel:

Ezekiel, chapter 37, verse 1 to 14
67
Acts, chapter 16, verses 9 to 15
John, chapter 5, verse 1 to 9

26 Thu

Ascension Day

OT:
Psalm:
Epistle:
Gospel:

Daniel, chapter 7, verses 9 to 14
47
Acts, chapter 1, verses 1 to 11
John, chapter 24, verses 44 to the end

29 Sun

Seventh Sunday
of Easter
(Sunday after
Ascension Day)

OT:
Psalm:
Epistle:
Gospel:

Ezekiel, chapter 36, verses 24 to 28
97
Acts, chapter 16, verses 16 to 34
John, chapter 17, verses 20 to the end

June
5 Sun

Pentecost
(Whit Sunday)

OT:
Psalm:
Epistle:
Gospel:

Genesis, chapter 11, verses 1 to 9
104, verses 26 to the end
Acts, chapter 2, verses 1 to 21
John, chapter 14, verses 1 to 17 and 25 to 27
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