FROM THE EDITOR
We hope you will enjoy this first printed edition since March, it is a harbinger of the easing
of lockdown. We are still unable to publish forward events, but let us hope this may be
possible by the next edition. In the meantime meetings are being conducted via the
internet. There is a set of useful helplines for any suffering at this time on page 5. Also
included in this edition is an obituary for our much loved Frank Reynolds and one of his
amusing stories. There is another of Rog’s recipes which can be adapted for both
carnivores and vegetarians, and yet one more silly quiz which I’m sure the youngsters will
quickly finish.
Gill Wilkinson (Editor July 2020)
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES
These will come in the fullness of time, there will be an end to lockdown, eventually.
THANK YOU!
A huge THANK YOU to everyone who gave to our MOMSS Magazine Appeal earlier
in the year. £244 was raised in total, which will be of great assistance in helping us to
continue to distribute the magazine free of charge throughout our villages.

BENEFICE, DEANERY AND DIOCESAN ITEMS
CHURCHES AND CHAPELS REMAIN CLOSED
Although churches are permitted to open for private prayer, at present we are unable
to comply with the stringent regulations covering this so all church buildings in our
benefice remain closed. However it is only the buildings that are closed. We, the
people, are still open for prayer so please get in contact with any of our
churchwardens, Readers and palmists if required. (See also page 12)
While our church buildings are closed Rev Andrea is organising and leading two United
Benefice virtual services each month. Anyone can join these as long as you have a
phone (you don't need to have Zoom or anything else fancy). Contact your
churchwarden who will provide the dial in or login details.
When the churches are open again for thanksgiving and celebration, the news will fly
and the bells will ring. Watch this space.
BUILDING A SUSTAINABLE AND HOPEFUL FUTURE
One impact of the Coronavirus pandemic is there is now a lot of talk
about the need to change and to re-imagine society, in order to build
a sustainable and hopeful future. This is to be welcomed. However,
change is something that we always have to live with. The Greek
philosopher, Heraclitus, writing some 500 years before Christ, was
a great proponent of this. He is known for saying: ‘There is nothing
permanent except change’ and that you cannot step into the same river
twice. By this he meant that just as the river flows so that you cannot
touch the same water twice, so no two situations are exactly the same
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and that the world is constantly changing.
We live in a time of extraordinary change. Self-driving transport is now practical, not
just for cars, but also perhaps more alarmingly for ships and aircraft. Artificial
Intelligence is opening amazing new possibilities and medicine is advancing rapidly as the
decoding of the human genome increases our understanding of many diseases. At the
same time our world groans under the weight of lifestyles and exploitation of resources
which are not sustainable. I am writing this on World Environment Day and it is
becoming increasingly clear that we need to change the way we live before we wreak
even more havoc on the world which God has given us to steward and care for.
But in looking for change we need perhaps to look in rather than out. I remember once
reading someone saying: ‘You can’t change what is going on around you, until you start
changing what’s going on within you’. Or as Tolstoy put it: ‘Everyone thinks of changing
the world but no one thinks of changing themselves.’ It is sometimes said that if ‘we
change the way we look at things, the things we look at change.’ There may be some
truth in that and perhaps we need to use this time of lockdown to continue to reflect
on what it means to look at the world through God’s eyes and to live faithfully in God’s
world so that we all play our part in building a sustainable and hopeful future.
Every blessing,
Bishop Peter
The Rt Rev Peter Hancock, Bishop of Bath and Wells
DEATHS, FUNERALS AND INTERMENTS
Jeremy Orchard, a former churchwarden of Middlezoy died on Monday 1 June. His
graveside funeral was held at Holy Cross Middlezoy on Friday 19 June led by Canon
Mike Peters. A full obituary will appear in next month’s MOMSS.
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IN MEMORIAM FRANK REYNOLDS 18 Nov 1936 to 19 April 2020
The death of Frank Reynolds on 19 April 2020 came as a great shock to Stawell and
other villages in the Benefice. During this period of lockdown, he was still writing his
very funny articles for both MOMSS and The Polden Post as well as sending emails and
texts so few people knew just how ill he was. There has been a huge outpouring of love
and sadness on hearing of the passing of this lovely man and concern for Jean, his wife
and their family. No more will we see his jaunty figure marching through the village,
singing or yodelling, with a cheery smile and chat for anyone he met.
Frank and Jean Reynolds moved to Stawell on Valentine’s Day 2009 and quickly became
part of village life, regularly attending St. Francis Church and supporting village events.
Little did we know back then just how much fun he would bring to our lives.
Frank was born in Lower Hardres in the countryside south of Canterbury. He was the
youngest of 14 children and was only 3 when war broke out and most of his much
older siblings were called up in the services. He enjoyed music and sang as a chorister
at Canterbury Cathedral. He attended Simon Langton All Boys Grammar School where
he excelled at French and later in the Army in German and Arabic too. In fact he was a
gifted linguist and could still surprise some NHS doctors by speaking to them in Arabic.
Always full of life, he enjoyed sport, particularly cricket.
Having joined the Army at just 16, he had a very eventful career, serving in many
countries and rising to the rank of Major. He always enjoyed writing and producing
reviews and sketches, directing plays and pantomimes wherever he served. He was a
brilliant mimic and could have pursued a career on the stage. He actually auditioned for
RADA whilst serving in Northern Ireland and was successful. However, at the same
time he was offered a commission in the Army. He tossed a coin and the Army won,
which was obviously the right choice because he met a young lady called Jean who was
visiting a friend in Celle, Germany and the rest, as they say, is history. Frank played
hockey for the Army and prided himself on his fitness. He ran the London Marathon on
one of his final tours.
Upon retiring from the Army, the Reynolds family settled in Louth, Lincolnshire and
Frank took on a very different role as house husband when Jean returned to fulltime
work as a GP. As well as looking after their two sons, James and Tom, he took on
receptionist duties on call for Jean and also became a case worker for SSAFA, the
armed services charity. He continued giving after dinner speeches, did lots of amateur
dramatics and supported local football and cricket teams. Cycling also became a new
hobby.
Of course, we know quite a lot about Frank’s life from his one-man shows, ‘Laughter is
the Best Medicine’. These have been performed several times in the village hall and
always reduced the audience to tears of laughter as we heard hilarious tales of his
family and childhood and met illustrious characters from his military career, among
them Dame Edwina Plum JP and Penelope Fairchild. His 80th Birthday performance was
unforgettable with friends and colleagues from far and wide travelling to Stawell to be
brought to tears.
After their very busy life in Louth, when Jean semi-retired to Somerset, Frank said he
would take a back seat and not get too involved in community activities. This did not
last for long. He was encouraged to go to Stawell Village Hall’s AGM and as it said on
the poster ‘attendance does not indicate a willingness to serve on the committee’.
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Frank not only ended up on the committee but also chairman! He was an enthusiastic
and hardworking chair during his tenure, full of ideas and fun.
Frank still continued his after dinner speaking and involvement with amateur dramatics,
including directing Stawell’s very own pantomime ‘Cinderella’ which will never be
forgotten. He also directed a very moving performance of Michael Morpurgo’s ‘Private
Peaceful’.
Frank and Jean joined the Sedge Moors Twinning Association and his humour and
excellent French made him a big hit with our friends in Normandy. His regular
contributions to MOMSS never failed to amuse and will be much missed. He could
make the most mundane event sound hilarious.
Frank also enjoyed visiting local primary schools to tell of his experiences growing up as
a boy in rural Kent during the war and the children all loved him, ‘Mr Reynolds is living
history’. The freedom he enjoyed as a child is unheard of for today’s children and we
have all enjoyed tales of his older best mate, Nobby Clark and the escapades they got
up to.
Frank was a real ‘one off’: intelligent, warm hearted, kind, endlessly witty and
entertaining, dependable and very generous. He had the ability to communicate with all
ages, had time for everyone and treated everyone the same.
Our love and thoughts are with Jean who cared for him so lovingly and their family –
James, Caroline and grandson Edward, Tom and Nikki. He was so proud of them all.
On the day of Frank’s funeral, just about the whole village of Stawell came out (in a
socially distanced way) to say goodbye. We miss him beyond words.
God Bless You Frank. RIP
Janet and Philip Dodwell
UNITED BENEFICE CHURCH
CHOIR
During lockdown our United Benefice
church choir has been meeting every
other week, which is more or less what
we do under normal circumstances,
except that recently it has been with the
help of Zoom. As I am pretty useless at
IT, my daughter Sue has been assisting
with getting a group of us together,
which has been quite useful as she and
her husband Pete were intending to join
us in October for a planned 400th
Anniversary Singalong Concert of the
Voyage of the Mayflower in October/
November 1620. As some of you will
know, we have done several themed
fundraising concerts with plenty of
audience participation in our benefice
churches and this one was supposed to
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have taken place in Stawell Church on
24 October, the first weekend of halfterm, which meant that Sue and Pete
would have been over from where they
teach in Cyprus and could have boosted
our choir numbers. Anyway, we have been
having fun doing our best to rehearse the
programme online, and although I doubt
if we shall manage a performance this side
of Christmas, perhaps we shall be able to
in the New Year when things are back to
normal, even if the anniversary is a year
late! Keep eyes and ears open and come
and join us. We are always looking for new
choir members. It should be fun.
I wonder how long it will be before we can
meet in a more normal manner, even
possibly outdoors? We'll just have to wait
and see. Watch this space!
Kath Cowles
NEED ADVICE IN THESE TIMES?
During times of such severe restrictions and financial worries, feeling lonely or helpless
is something we all need to manage so a phone call to one of the following charity
helplines is a possible way forward.
Age UK:
0800 169 6565
Bereavement Support Services:
0800 304 7412
Childline:
0800 1111
www.childline.org.uk
Domestic Violence Hotline:
0808 2000 247
Listening Chaplaincy Phone Line:
0330 229 1700
Representatives of different faith communities within the Avon and Somerset police
area have set up a dedicated phone line offering 1-2-1 chaplaincy. This faith-based
service is especially for anyone facing end of life issues, bereavement or who is anxious
about someone in hospital, residential care or isolated at home. Their concern could be
for a family member, friend, colleague or neighbour, or someone they have been caring
for through their work. It is also there if you just want someone to listen to you.
The service is open to everyone-of all faiths and none. 7 days a week, 8am to 11pm.
LGBT Foundation Advice and Support: 0345 330 3030
Mind:
0300 123 3393
Samaritans:
116 123
Shout:
Text SHOUT to 85258
UKs first 24 hour text helpline. 24/7 free on all major mobile networks. If you feel you
need immediate support in a crisis.
The Survivors Trust:
0808 801 0181
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GENERAL ITEMS
FARM DIARY
This is written for non-farmers who live surrounded by farmland.
In the field. As gardeners will probably know, plants do react to the conditions
around them. In winter wheat, the main leaf, the flag leaf, rolls up when weeks of dry
weather are experienced. This reduces the transpiration of water. The yield will be
affected but the plant is trying to produce some seed.
A lot of maize has been drilled in May and this is now showing well from outside the
field if you are walking round. It is precision drilled, that is each seed is placed in the
ground separately so that the subsequent plants are evenly spaced down the rows.
Cereals are not drilled like this and these plants can be in bunches in the rows. There
are many more seeds per unit of length with cereals.
Milk. Two daily helpings of full fat dairy can help cut the risk of diabetes,
obesity and high blood pressure, a study in the British Medical Journal
suggested recently. Researches at McMaster University in Canada examined
data from a study of 140,000 people from 21 countries who were followed for
an average of nine years. This is stated in the Daily Telegraph of 19 May 2020
in an article by Izzy Lyons. While the research could not prove causation,
previous studies have found milk products (milk, cheese and yoghurt) help with weight
management. A 2017 study found that calcium, vitamin D and magnesium may reduce
the risk of type 2 diabetes. Larger studies are required.
The farm workshop. This is an indispensable part of any farm. We are using
cultivators that wear in the soil, and lots of other equipment that breaks or wears. At
one time I had a young trainee architect working for me for a couple of years. At the
start he hadn’t welded anything and by the time he left he was very good. He learnt by
doing it.
Richard Graham

M. Franks & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
* Private Chapel of Rest *
* 24 Hour Personal & Caring Service *
* Home Visiting Service *
Bath Road, Ashcott,
Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 9QT
Telephone: 01458 210627 or 01458 860157
Email: mfranksandsons@gmail.com
Website: www.mfranksandsons.co.uk
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SEDGE MOORS TWINNING ASSOCIATION
Launch of SMTA Lottery
The SMTA fundraising lottery was launched in March. Based on a 100
Club format, there are just 100 tickets each priced at £10 and the draw
date will be 25 July 2020. The prizes are: 1st £250, 2nd £125, 3rd £75.
Tickets can be purchased by anyone and are available from the
committee members.
Anita Winslade, Treasurer 01823 698368
SKY AT NIGHT July
Sunrise Sunset
Beginning of July 5.01am-9.29pm End of July 5.37am-8.58pm
Moon Phases
Full 5 July
Last Quarter 12 July
New Moon 20 July
First Quarter 27 July
Planets
Both Jupiter and Saturn come to opposition this month when they are opposite the Sun
in the sky and at their brightest for the year, this happens on the 14th for Jupiter and
the 20th for Saturn. Unfortunately they are low in the south amongst the stars of
Sagittarius but they are on view all night long. Mars rises in the east at midnight and
Venus rises before the Sun at 2.30am and is very bright.
Stars
The stars of the Constellation of Sagittarius (where Jupiter and Saturn reside this
month) form a shape rather like a teapot with a handle and spout and out of this spout
steam appears to rise! This is because looking in this low southerly direction you are
looking towards the centre of our Milky Way Galaxy and this steam is in fact vast
clouds formed of millions of stars. Any binoculars or small telescope aimed in this
direction will deliver stunning views.
Phenomena
The Moon will seem to dim at around 4.30am on the morning of 5 July as it passes
through the Earth’s southern shadow. It will only dim rather than turn dark or red as
this is what is known as a penumbral eclipse rather than a total eclipse.
Paul Adamson, 01823 698156
SOMERSET
LEVELS
STARGAZERS
Our proper meetings are
on hold until further
notice but we now enjoy
online meetings which
are proving a great
success. Our July
meeting is on the 29th at
7.30pm and this month it
will be members giving
short talks. If you would
like to join this on-line
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Zoom meeting please contact us at
somersetlevelsstargazers@hotmail.com
and we will send you details. We have
a website somersetlevelsstargazers.co.uk
which has lots of astronomical interest
and you can also follow us on facebook.
Paul Adamson, 01823 698156
somersetlevelsstargazers@hotmail.com
http://somersetlevelsstargazers.co.uk
FRANK’S CORNER
(written in February 2019,
reproduced in his memory)
Trouble with my pipes.
I have been having trouble with my
pipes. They are noisy and vibrate. This
is usually an air lock but that is as far as
my plumbing knowledge goes. Now our
James always says that you can look up
anything on the net and it’s true.
I looked and there he was, a very
reassuring old plumber who explained
how to get rid of an air lock. You can
only do it using his method if you have
separate taps and luckily we do have
these. They are fitted back to front which confuses visitors but we are used to them.
This old plumber explained that what you do is put your hand tight up against the hot
tap’s orifice, turn it on, and keeping your hand there, turn on the cold tap. The usual
method I understand is to connect the two taps with a length of hose and turn on first
the hot and then the cold but we don’t have a length of hose or anything to secure it to
the taps so the hand method it was. Jean had first go at it, rather tentatively from my
military standpoint, and we hoped that was that. It wasn’t. I was forbidden from trying it
but how difficult could it be? So, when Jean had gone out to wash and hoover the car,
I slipped, rather seamlessly I thought into plumber mode. I decided to use my right
hand as the blocker because my left has a Dupytrens Contracture and was not up to
making a good seal. I could see Jean outside had only reached the taking out all the car
seats stage so I had plenty of time. I slipped my good hand under the hot tap and gave
the cold one some really hearty turns. On reflection it might have been a good idea to
put on my Speedo bathing trunks because even without a Dupytrens my right hand
was forced off the tap, even though I tried valiantly to keep it there. I know that what
I should have done was remove my hand completely but hindsight is a wonderful thing.
I valiantly resisted the pressure which turned the hot tap into the universal spray
model. It’s amazing where water can get to and it’s fair to say that the worktops,
cupboards, floor, window sill, windows, clock, cooker, inside of one drawer that had
been left open, saucepans and cookery books were probably overdue a refresher, but
Jean who suddenly appeared when I was onto the fourth tea towel, wasn’t of the same
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opinion. The fact that she had skidded on the wet floor didn’t help matters. I am writing
this from the shed until the heat dies down.
Frank Reynolds

MOORLINCH VILLAGE NEWS
ST MARY’S MOORLINCH
Although our church building is not open - we are! We continue to hold our Moorlinch
Thought for Sunday online which alternates with the virtual UB services. Thanks to
Fiona for managing the technology so well and to Pauline for her very welcome input.
Login or dialling details will be sent via the village email.
Moorlinch CC

STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET VILLAGE NEWS
More information is available on the website www.stawellvillage.info
STAWELL HERITAGE SOCIETY IN LOCKDOWN!
We continue to research, in particular about houses in the two villages with a view to
developing a time line, identifying the date of buildings, events and celebrations etc.
We know the listed houses, also that one house was built last year in Stawell and an
extension this year. Again we need the photographs and memorabilia to bring this to
life. When was yours built?
History starts yesterday and it grows backwards very quickly. So please look out any
photographs of your premises and families with dates if possible or let us know any
memories you have.
Please send any information to us, c/o Jackie Lusty, The Laurels, Ford Lane, Stawell,
email jackie_lusty@hotmail.com, 01278 723134.
You’ll never
have a better
time to sort
out those
photographs
and
documents!
Jackie Lusty
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GREINTON VILLAGE NEWS
COMMUNITY HELP AND CO-OPERATION
In an effort to provide some community support within the Parish of Greinton, we have
established a couple of ways of establishing and maintaining contact between residents.
I maintain a list of email addresses of those who want to be kept informed of what is
going on by email; it could be social events, council notifications of road closures or
anything else of general interest.
Only the Chair of Greinton Parish meeting and I have access to the list, which covers
about one third of the households in the village. Your email address will not be divulged
to anyone else and will not be used for any other purpose. If you would like to be
included, please send your contact details to: greintonvillage@gmail.com
Secondly there is a Facebook Group called Greinton Village Hall which publishes village
hall information for anyone who may be interested. Either can be used to ask for help
or to offer it to anyone who may be in need.
Stay safe during these trying times.
Toby Crispin
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MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE NEWS
HAPPENINGS IN OUR VILLAGES
Extract from ‘Pride of Britain’
During the Coronavirus pandemic the villagers of Middlezoy have been going above and
beyond to help one another. Their small community run shop has started doing
deliveries, along with taking contactless payments, an outside serving counter and a
website to place your orders. One volunteer has been making masks for every resident
in the village and others are busy making scrubs for the local hospital.
A younger parishioner every weekend puts on a Social Distance Dance, blasting music
out for the residents to enjoy. Members of the community come out and dance in the
street in various colours depending on the rainbow colour theme for that week.

This music has been heard in Othery, Burrowbridge and Moorlinch with some
members of their communities also going out and dancing.
Anthony Betty, the Sedgemoor District Councillor for Kings Isle, which includes
Middlezoy, says, ‘Middlezoy volunteers have truly shown what love thy neighbour is all
about during this pandemic. They are truly what Pride of Britain is all about and are
very deserving of their mention from them. Everyone should be truly proud of the
comments received from the Pride of Britain.’
HOLY CROSS CHURCH
Re-Opening of the Church
With the announcements in early June that churches could be reopened for private
prayer and funerals it was hoped that Holy Cross could reopen for private prayer on
15 June. Once, however, we looked at the conditions set to enable reopening it was
quickly apparent we could not meet these conditions immediately. We hope, by the
time you read this article, the church will either be open or close to reopening.
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Churchyard
During May the easing of the Covid-19 restrictions permitted the maintenance of the
churchyard. The regular grass cutting has now recommenced.
The longer grass enabled an initial understanding of the bio diversity of the churchyard.
Once the restrictions permit, further discussions will be held with all those who have
shown interest to determine how the churchyard can be more environmentally
friendly.
South Aisle Roof Covering
Tenders have been returned to provide a more durable temporary covering to the
south aisle roof. At this stage discussions are being held with the lowest bidder to
clarify issues in their tender. It is hoped that the work will be undertaken in late
summer.
Organ Refurbishment
We are in discussions with two organ builders regarding the restoration of the organ.
We still have a shortfall in funds and are awaiting the outcome of a grant application to
Garfield Weston. It would be ideal if the restoration work could be undertaken before
further easing of the Covid-19 restrictions permits full worship to recommence.
Prayer Request
Please send any prayer request in at anytime to middlezoyprayers@gmail.com.
We realise that the situation we are in at the moment is very changeable therefore
please ask for prayers when they are needed. A group of us are ready to add your
requests to our prayers. You can be sure everything is done in the strictest confidence.
This prayer initiative is open to anyone in the benefice or beyond.
Ian Campbell
MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE SHOP
The village shop in Middlezoy has continued to be a lifeline for many during these
unprecedented times. A big thank you to the
shop committee for their continued support, all
of the ‘new’ volunteers, along with Linda at the
Post Office and our customers. Also, an added
thanks to Jo Rowan, who has been kindly
making stylish face masks, which can be
purchased from the shop, priced at £5 each.
Despite more villagers being able to venture
out now, home deliveries continue due to
popular demand and will now take place on
Fridays only between 10am and 2pm.
In an effort to support local suppliers, residents
are now able to order fresh bread from Maisey’s Bakery online, in addition to a range
of products including fresh fruit and vegetables, and have them delivered to your door.
To order from Middlezoy Village Shop, please visit
https://middlezoyvillageshop.mailchimpsites.com or phone Aviva on 01823 690212, by
midday Saturday for delivery the following Friday.
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OPENING TIMES SHOP AND POST OFFICE
The Middlezoy Village Shop and Post Office remains open with the following times:
Shop
Post Office
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
8.45am- 11.00am
8.45 am- midday
3.00pm- 5.00pm
2.00pm- 5.00pm
Wednesday, Saturday
8.45am- 11.00am
Closed
To arrange for Bridgwater-based prescription collections to be delivered to Middlezoy
Village Shop, please contact your village helper or Aviva on 01823 690212.
To arrange Middlezoy Newspaper reservations and deliveries please contact Chris East
on 07919 540688.
For more information and latest updates, please follow us on the Middlezoy Village
Shop Facebook page.
Rachel Worth
MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE NEWS
Middlezoy’s community spirit has shone throughout the last few months. From the acts
of the Middlezoy Coronavirus Helpers, to the shop’s home delivery service and
Saturday’s social distancing dancing, the village has pulled together in extraordinary
ways.
There have been acts of kindness shown by individuals that have brought smiles to
many faces, brightening up the darker days of lockdown. Lucy Watson supplied plants
and compost to the villagers at wholesale prices and donated the use of her garden for
the giant speakers used for Saturday’s dancing. Numerous treasure hunts created for
both adults and children, including an Easter Egg hunt by Jill Darby, Elly Hutchinson's
bear hunt blog and Mike Evans's bike treasure hunt. Sarah Blake has also been preparing
and giving nature activity packs to
children as part of a church initiative.
A huge thank you to them all.
We are also blessed to have talented
village photographers who have been
capturing moments over the past three
months - Reg Winslow did some
wonderful shots on VE Day (which have
now been made by Sarita Parish into a
photo book to treasure) and Phil Rennie
(who is continuing to take shots on a
Saturday morning for us) - thank you.
All these extraordinary efforts have not
gone unnoticed. Recently, the Pride of
Middlezoy rocks
Britain Awards featured Middlezoy on
their social media pages. Further, BBC Radio Somerset invited a village helper to speak
on the radio and talk about the incredible community spirit.
It must be said that without the involvement of all villagers, the wonderful feeling of
‘togetherness’ would not have been possible, so a big thank you to all.
Rachel Worth
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OTHERY VILLAGE NEWS
MAISEY'S BAKERY OPENING HOURS
We are opening a little more for bread, rolls, pies, pasties and
cakes. We are also selling hot takeaway breakfast torpedoes.
If you would like to pre order any of the above please ring 01823
698244. We will be adhering to social distancing and only allowing
one person in the shop at any time. Thank You and Stay Safe.
Opening Times Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday
Shop
Hot Takeaway
8.30am – 2.00pm
8.30am – 12.00 noon
Tonia and Russel Maisey
OTHERY READING GROUP
For this third Zoom meeting the participants spoke about a book they
had read.
Olive Again by Elizabeth Strout
This is a series of vignettes about the inhabitants of a small coastal town in Maine.
The skill of the writing achieves the amplitude and emotional subtlety of the most
generously comprehensive novels.
Within the span of these taut, laconic little tales there is room for characters to show
feeling from several levels of their being, only some of which they are aware of. They
develop. They change their minds. They share their truths.
The sense is of a privileged access to real lives.
Martin Wall
Cutting for Stone by Abraham Verghese
This I would highly recommend. It is his first novel, and focuses on Marion and Shiva
Stone, conjoined at the skull, and separated at birth. Born in 1954 in Addis Ababa, the
same day their mother, a nun, dies from the complications of her hidden pregnancy.
The father, distraught at the death of the nun and not knowing that the boys are his,
returns to England. Growing up amid the political turmoil of Ethiopia both become
doctors.
Scilla Tempest
Pearls of Childhood by Vera Gissing
This is recommended and Sandra found it very moving. In June 1939, shortly before her
11th birthday, Vera Gissing escaped from occupied Czechoslovakia, leaving behind her
parents, family and friends, to spend six years in Britain. Throughout the war years,
Vera kept a diary recording her day-to-day experiences, her longing for her parents,
her hopes, and her prayers for the freedom of her country. By the time she returned
to Prague to set up home with her aunt in 1945, she knew that both her parents had
died, her mother in Belsen, her father on a death march. She came back to England in
1949 and has lived there ever since. The memories and emotions rekindled by a
reunion of the Czech school in Wales where she was educated encouraged Vera to go
back to her diaries and the letters from her parents that she had not touched for 40
years, resulting in this powerful and moving account of the life of one child growing up
in extraordinary circumstances.
Jackie Sullivan and Sandra Peters
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The Bourne Trilogy by Robert Ludlum
I’ll just report that not all that many pages into the first volume of this trilogy, I realised
I was plodding along, dutifully reading as though it was a chore and not enjoying it at all,
quite unlike the films . I had never read him before and won’t be again. The writing was
turgid and not at all exciting. I even enjoyed” Kidnapped” more than this!
Jackie Sullivan
The Beekeeper of Aleppo by Christy Lefteri
The title promised much as far as I'm concerned as I visited Syria and Aleppo just
before the terrible events which overtook this amazing and wonderful country. Aleppo
itself has been destroyed and my memories are of a vibrant city full of history, I have a
beautiful ring bought in the Souk to remind me of happier times. The book itself didn't
really live up to expectations but is worth a read if only to remind us of the tragedies
which have, and still are, unfolding throughout the world, as our minds have been
focussing over the past few years on the dreaded Brexit and of course, more recently
on the pandemic.
Jane Clay
Maid by Stephanie Land.
Stephanie Land, aged 28, planned to escape her hometown in the Pacific Northwest of
America to realise her dream of attending university. An unexpected pregnancy set her
on a different path. In order to care for her daughter, Stephanie worked as a cleaner by
day and studied at home at night.
In a thought provoking autobiography, Stephanie, overworked and underpaid, living
below the poverty line, was able to
overcome her difficulties and realise her
dream of becoming a writer.
Marion Hilling
Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell
It is a vividly imagined and a powerful and
moving novel.
The following is copied from a Guardian
review: ‘In 1596, William Shakespeare’s
11-year-old son Hamnet died in
Stratford-upon-Avon. Four or so years
later, Shakespeare wrote the play
considered by many to be his greatest
work, giving its tragic hero a variation of
his dead son’s name. Almost four centuries
later still, the author was studying Hamlet
and learned of the child whose life has
been little more than a footnote in his
father’s biography. The seed of curiosity
planted 30 years ago has grown into her
finest novel yet: a reimagining of Hamnet’s
death and the long-lasting ripples it sent
through his family.’
Liz Wall
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www.blaketraining.co.uk
Email: blake@blaketraining.co.uk
Tel: 01823 690042 Mobile: 07783 305835
Blake Training Centre
Room hire for meetings, talks, training venues
and much ,much more.
Very competitive rates
Food and refreshments can also be provided
Rob Blake - Land based training specialising in
Forestry and Arboriculture including Chainsaw
Maintenance and Cross Cutting, Felling,
Chainsaw Safety and Awareness (SAD),
Climbing and Aerial Rescue, Brushcutters,
Chippers etc
Sarah Blake - Food Safety training for the
manufacturing and catering sectors. Other
courses offered: First Aid, Health and Safety,
Nutrition, Management.

Please contact us for prices and full details
Admin address: Lanlivery, Main Road,
Middlezoy, TA7 0PB

10 minutes 38 seconds in this strange world by Elif Shafak
The book opens at 'the end' with the death of the protaganist Tequila Leila dying in a
rubbish bin in Istanbul. It regresses through her life and those of her immediate friends
so the reader understands how each turned up as part of the flotsam of modern
Turkey. They were all outsiders, but became sympathetic and caring friends. There is
much accurate detail of Turkish life as the author is part Turkish. There is also a great
deal of humour in somewhat desperate situations.
Later in June we performed a mini playlet via Zoom and raised a glass to each other.
Anyone interested in the Book Reading Group please contact martinwall1@mac.com
Gill Wilkinson
ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH ROOM
It’s a long time since we last met in the Church Room for our usual Tuesday Coffee
Morning. We must hope that there will soon be an opportunity for these regular
meeting to resume as the lockdown restrictions ease. For anyone not familiar with
the Village, a Coffee Morning is held in the Church Room every Tuesday between
10am and 12 noon. We can offer tea, hot chocolate and a variety of coffee including
cappuccino and fresh coffee so there is something to suit everyone’s taste. We also
have a selection of home-made marmalade and sometimes chutney! There are a
selection of books for sale (25p per book) with a variety of authors and also a lending
library of jigsaw puzzles for those of you who fancy a challenge. This is a great
opportunity to meet up with friends
and relax for a while, so please join us
when we once again open – you’ll be
made very welcome.
Scilla Tempest
OTHERY CRAFT GROUP
It seems such a long time since we last
met however
hopefully we will
soon see the end
of the lockdown
although probably
not until September.
As we are now
meeting on the 3rd Wednesday of
the month from 2pm – 4.45pm,
we will plan our next meeting for
21 September at The Old Vicarage
in North Lane. For anyone who is
interested in joining us we usually
meet at either The Old Vicarage or at
the home of another member, if there
is any last-minute change of venue you
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will be informed by email. Everyone is made very welcome and coffee and tea will be
available. This is a very informal group so bring along any UFOs (unfinished objects) or
start something new. Everyone is happy to share their skills or give advice where
required.
We also try to arrange the odd workshop and are always looking out for people who
might be willing to teach us a new skill. For more details about this group please
contact Scilla on 01823 698866 or Pat on 01823 698156.
Scilla Tempest
OTHERY VILLAGE HALL
The hall remains closed as the committee is following government guidelines.
When these guidelines change to give clarity of how we can
ensure a safe environment, the committee will advise when this
has been accomplished and when the hall will be able to re-open
and will give any specific precautions that are deemed necessary
for different activities.
Stephen Richards-Bond (Chair) 07846 444003;
Bookings; Ella Maisey 01823 690482 or 07814 754127
Email: otheryvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk
Website: www.otheryvillagehall.org.uk
Facebook: Othery Village Hall
Postal: Othery Village Hall, Fore Street,
Othery, TA7 0QU

OTHERY STREET FAYRE
Because of Covid-19 the annual
fundraising Street Fayre had to be
cancelled but Anthony Betty and team
sold £644 worth of Raffle tickets and
the draw took place live on Facebook
on our normal date. Also Jackie
Sullivan and team set up and ran a
plant stall and raised £223 towards
the church funds. Our very grateful
thanks to all who took part and
supported our events.
Mervyn Winslade
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SPECIAL INTEREST
ROG’S RECIPES
MUSTARDY SAUSAGE AND BEAN BAKE
Serves 6. Prep 25 minutes. Cook 1 hour 10 minutes.
This is a great supper to put into the oven, then simply leave to cook. For non-meat
eaters, just use your favourite vegetarian bangers for this recipe. (This recipe can be
meat or vegetarian, just as good either way!)
Ingredients:
2 tblsp
2
1¼ lbs

Sunflower oil
Large onions, chopped
Your favourite pork sausages or 2 x 280g vegetarian sausages
Defrost if necessary, and cut into chunks
2 x 420g
Cans Red Kidney Beans in Chilli
300ml /½ pt Vegetable stock
1 tblsp
Brown sugar
4 tsp
Wholegrain mustard
675g /1½ lb Potatoes, peeled and thinly sliced
50g /2oz
Butter

Cooking:
1.
Heat oven to 180C / 160C fan, gas mark 4. Heat a little oil in a 2.25 litre
flameproof casserole, then add the onions and sausages. Fry for five minutes,
stirring, until browned all over.
2.
Add the kidney beans with their sauce, plus the stock, sugar and half the
mustard. Season with a little salt and pepper, and then bring to the boil.
3.
Remove from the heat and arrange the potato slices, overlapping on the top and
dot with half the butter. Season and cover with foil or a lid. Bake for one hour
until the potatoes are tender.
4.
Heat the grill to hot. Uncover the casserole, dot the potatoes with the
remaining butter and the mustard, then grill for 15 minutes until browned.
Serve with a
green vegetable,
such as steamed
cabbage wedges.
Goes well with a
nice bottle of red
wine, Cheers!
Enjoy!
Roger Harding
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A TRICK QUIZ for astute youngsters
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

(Answers on page 20)

Johnny's mother had three children. The first child was named April. The second
child was named May. What was the third child's name?
There is a clerk at the butcher shop, he is five feet ten inches tall and he wears
size 13 sneakers. What does he weigh?
Before Mt. Everest was discovered, what was the highest mountain in the world?
How much dirt is there in a hole that measures two feet by three feet by four
feet?
What word in the English Language is always spelled incorrectly?
Billy was born on 28 December, yet his birthday is always in the summer. How
is this possible?
In Taunton, you cannot take a picture of a man with a wooden leg. Why not?
What was the Prime Minister’s name in 2000?
If you were running a race, and you passed the person in 2nd place, what place
would you be in now?
Which is correct to say, "The yolk of the egg are white" or "The yolk of the egg
is white"?
If a farmer has 5 haystacks in one field and 4 haystacks in the other field, how
many haystacks would he have if he combined them all in another field?

ENJOY YOUR LANGUAGE
∗

∗
∗

∗

∗

∗
∗

∗

∗

∗
∗

He often broke into song because he
couldn't find the key.
Every calendar's days are numbered.
A lot of money is tainted - 'taint yours
and 'taint mine.
A boiled egg in the morning is hard to
beat.
He had a photographic memory that was
never developed.
A plateau is a high form of flattery.
A midget fortune-teller who escapes
from prison is a small medium at large.
Once you've seen one shopping centre,
you've seen a mall.
Bakers trade bread recipes on a knead-to
-know basis.
Santa's helpers are subordinate clauses.
Acupuncture is a jab well done.

Our advertisers enable us to provide the MOMSS magazine free of charge to each home
in our villages. Please support them if you can, and mention this magazine.
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USEFUL INFORMATION
DEFIBRILLATOR MACHINES
From the scene of an incident, call 999, ask for Ambulance.
Ascertain the condition of the patient. If a defibrillator is required
give the following information about the nearest machine.
Call sign
Greinton Phone box
TA7 9BW
CHT-RT-1583
Middlezoy Chapel
TA7 0NZ
SC0253
Middlezoy Village Hall
TA7 0PG
SC0254
(machine at car park end)
Moorlinch Farm
TA7 9BU
Othery Village Hall
TA7 0QU
Stawell Village Hall
TA7 9AD
Within 200m of a defibrillator they can give you the code to open the cabinet on post
code alone, farther away the call sign is required.
HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING & REFUSE COLLECTIONS
The recycling and rubbish collections for all the MOMSS & G area are as follows:
Recycling Boxes:
Thursdays 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 July
Black Wheeled Bins:
Thursdays 9 and 23 July
Garden Waste Bins:
Wednesdays 8 and 22 July
RECYCLING CENTRES
These are open for essential visits only, on normal summer schedules.
Restrictions remain on vehicles, materials and visitors to ensure social distancing and
safety. Gloves must be worn and only 2 people are allowed per vehicle.
Emergencies only tel: 999

CRIMESTOPPERS

Non emergencies tel: 101

8am - 10pm Weekdays 0800 555 111

MOBILE LIBRARY
This facility has been suspended until further
notice.
For further information about reading books
online contact Libraries Direct on 0300 123
2224 or visit www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries
MOT TESTS
If your vehicle is due for a MOT
Test during this period of
lockdown the government
have given every vehicle an extension for
6 months. The vehicle must be roadworthy
and only used for permitted travel.
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ANSWERS TO QUIZ ON PAGE 19
Johnny
Meat
Mt. Everest
None, it’s a hole.
Incorrectly
Lives in the Southern hemisphere
You need a camera to take a picture
Boris Johnson, he has not changed it.
2nd place
Neither, a yolk is yellow
One haystack, he has combined them all

POLICE

