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FROM THE EDITOR
As we inch back to a semblance of life before Covid, there are still few activities. However,
there will be a real church service for everyone in Middlezoy churchyard (see page 2) and
Middlezoy church will be open daily from 10am to 4pm. The mobile library has resumed on
a Friday every 4 weeks but note the change in times (see page 20). Othery and Middlezoy
village halls are open. Societies are tentatively making plans for the autumn.
We walk round in masks and politely request money without menaces at the Post Office
and Bank. We stay safe.
Gill Wilkinson (Editor September 2020)
THANK YOU MOMSS SUPPORTERS AND DONORS
We are very happy to report that we have received £524 in donations towards the cost
of printing MOMSS. This makes a very real difference in this most challenging time.
MOMSS Magazine Committee

FROM THE VICAR
Dear Folks,
This week has brought news of disasters overseas, in Beirut and
even here, with the train accident near Aberdeen only yesterday.
These events and others during this week have reminded me of
the uncertainty of life at any time, but especially now during Covid,
when things are changing from day to day, month to month. In these
unknown and unpredictable times, Eddie Askew's 'Thoughts for
Today' have encouraged me to find my security, within the
insecurities, in Christ alone. “There are times” he says, “when we'd
like desperately to know what is going to happen tomorrow or next month or next
year, but there's no way we can predict it with any certainty. And if we knew, we
might not like it, perhaps wouldn't be able to cope with it.”
I suppose this need comes from wanting to feel safe, to know where we are and
where we're going. But not knowing, not being sure, is part of life, and especially now.
We are not in control but God is sovereign, and as we start each new day, each new
week, we are encouraged to take life as an adventure, a pilgrimage. It's scary at times,
but God is with us on our life's journey. And when our way looks dark and indistinct,
may the Lord help us to recognise that security lies not in knowing, but in Jesus Christ,
who is our Lord and Saviour, our helper, our guide and our best friend.
I pray that you will know the joy and peace of God's presence with you.
With every blessing,
Andrea (written on 13 August)
Rev Andrea Harwood, our half-post Priest-In-Charge is available to our villages on Sunday
mornings, Tuesdays and Wednesdays plus half a day on Saturdays (by arrangement).
Currently living in Street with her family until the Diocese purchase a suitable home within the
benefice, Rev Andrea’s phone number and email address can be found on the inside back
cover of the magazine.
3

BENEFICE, DEANERY AND DIOCESAN ITEMS
WELCOME TO OUR FIRST UNITED BENEFICE OUTDOOR SERVICE
On Sunday 13 September we are going to have a United Benefice Harvest/Thanksgiving
service at Middlezoy starting at 11am so come a little beforehand to get settled.
Please bring a picnic chair or blanket, a mask or face covering, your sanitiser and a pen
to fill in the Track and Trace form (just name and contact number).
The service will be about half an hour long and unfortunately we are not allowed to
stay for refreshments or a chat afterwards.
As we cannot bring or display any produce this year, we will have a retiring collection
for the Bridgwater Food Bank. Cheques payable to PCC Holy Cross Middlezoy, then
one payment will be made to the Foodbank.
We are so looking forward to seeing everyone and, although we will be socially
distanced, we will at least be together enjoying our first service since lockdown.
Any queries or you don’t have a picnic chair for example ring Rachel on 01278 723416.
With Love and Best Wishes
The Wardens Ian, Mervyn, Margaret, Fiona and Rachel
PRAYER REQUESTS
Send any prayer request in at anytime to middlezoyprayers@gmail.com. We realise that
the situation we are in at the moment is very changeable therefore please ask for
prayers when they are needed. A group of us are ready to add your requests to our
prayers. You can be sure everything is done in the strictest confidence.
This prayer initiative is open to anyone in the benefice or beyond. Prayer and
reflection are regularly posted on the Holy Cross Church Middlezoy Facebook page.
CHURCHES AND CHAPELS GRADUALLY REOPENING
Two of the benefice churches are open for Individual Prayer. They are Holy Cross
Middlezoy, open daily and St Francis Stawell, open twice a week, details as below:
Holy Cross, Middlezoy Daily 10am to 4pm.
St Francis Stawell
Wednesday 10am-12noon
Saturday 2pm-4pm
You are most
welcome to come
to those churches
for Individual Prayer.
If you would like to
arrange a time for
private prayer in
Stawell, contact the
Churchwarden
Rachel Fortune
01278 723416.
The churches in
Othery, Moorlinch
and Greinton are
not yet able to
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comply with the stringent regulations for private prayer sessions or full services.
Hopefully, this will be resolved as soon as regulations and the appropriate authorities
etc permit them.
The United Benefice online 'Virtual Services' take place on alternate Sundays at 11am.
We will continue these services with the ‘call open’ from 10.30am to get everyone
joined in. You are all most welcome!
To make things easier, each month we will share the VUB log in details for those
services. Please also ask your Churchwardens should you not have them to hand!
However, the next UB Virtual Service will be from the Deanery on Sunday 30 August
at 11am, then a real outdoor service on 13 September, with proper social distancing
observed, reverting to a UB virtual service on 27 September.
For 27 September the login details will be: to join from your computer, tablet or
smartphone https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/333519597 or you can dial in using
your phone. Freephone: 0 800 389 5276 followed by - Access Code: 333-519-597 #
Any question please email fiona@e-moor.com
Ian Campbell, Mervyn Winslade, Margaret Harris, Fiona Hixon, Rachel Fortune
FROM A HOSPITAL BED
I am writing this whilst receiving treatment in hospital, although by the
time you read this, I hope that I may be back home having completed
my first course of chemotherapy. The first thing I want to say, and I am
sure this is echoed by so many, is what wonderful treatment and care
I have received from everyone in the hospital. Their kindness, concern
and professionalism are beyond words.
What is an unusual experience for me, however, is that I have not been
allowed to leave my room and the doors and windows have been kept
firmly shut. Looking out of my window and craning my neck upwards I am just able to
get a glimpse of the sky outside. Without that I would not know whether it was sunny
or cloudy or raining outside. Not that I am in any way complaining. I am safe and
receiving the best care imaginable. It is also important whatever may happen to keep a
sense of proportion. I vividly recall hearing Terry Waite speak when he came to the
diocese on one occasion. It is unimaginable what he went through in those 1763 days in
Beirut – the first four years of which were spent in solitary confinement, blindfolded, in
a basement room with no windows, with no books or papers, chained to a radiator and
sleeping on the floor. His courage and faith are remarkable and have inspired so many
people since. I remember him once being interviewed and being asked what the
happiest moment of his life was, one that he would cherish forever. He replied: “When
my blindfold was taken off during my release in November 1991. I’d been in the dark –
in a basement or blindfolded – for years. For the first time in five years I saw the sky,
the grass, the colours, and I felt the wind on my face.”
Terry Waite is also very clear about how the prayers of so many others supported him
through those years. As I write I am also very aware of all the prayers that have and are
being said for me. That is both humbling and encouraging and once I am getting out and
about again, I look forward to being able to thank you personally.
With my thanks, best wishes and prayers for you,
Bishop Peter
The Rt Rev Peter Hancock, Bishop of Bath and Wells
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS & FROM THE REGISTERS
SORRY TO HEAR YOU ARE LEAVING US
Kate Blackburn of Moorlinch has announced that she and Gerry are leaving their home
in Moorlinch to eventually live in Tewkesbury.
Many MOMSS readers will remember that, for many years, Kate did such a wonderful
job as compiler of this magazine. Kate took up the role when Fiona Wollaston of Othery
retired from the job (it was Fiona who assisted me in setting up the computer page
format that we still use today).
In those first days of this magazine we held a competition to suggest the title we should
use and, amazingly, two suggested MOMSS THE WORD (Middlezoy, Othery, Moorlinch,
and Stawell. The extra S was for Sutton Mallet). In later years the title was shortened to
that which is used today.
Thank you Kate for all that you did for this Benefice and we wish you both a super new
life in Gloucester.
Canon Mike Peters
DEATHS, FUNERALS AND INTERMENTS
On 10 August Liz Russell, formerly of Middlezoy died in Bridgwater. A service will be
held at the crematorium.

GENERAL INTEREST ITEMS
medieval buildings that attract visitors
from all over the World.
The Diocese has moved to modern
offices, so the building is now empty,
vulnerable and urgently needs a new
role.
What should we do? In partnership with
a renowned local heritage developer,
a group of us have been working on a
plan to buy the building and garden to
benefit Wells and boost its economic
future. As a start we have offered a
substantial cash price to the Diocese
together with a share in future profits
(the required refurbishment costs for
a Grade 1 building will be much greater
than this, so we are agreeing to take on
a substantial liability). As yet, they have
not accepted this offer; rather they are
rumoured to be negotiating terms with a
private buyer for the property to attract
the highest price. Charity Commission
Guidance allows a charity to sell at a less

Did you know that the Old Deanery on
Wells Cathedral Green is on sale? If so,
do you know what’s happening now?
That there are rumoured negotiations
for a private buyer to buy it from the
Diocese, in preference to the
Community bid?
We would like your support in saving it.
Wells is a marvellous city to live in
and we can be justly proud of its
extraordinary historic buildings. The Old
Deanery on Cathedral Green is hidden
behind tall walls. Inside is a magnificent
15 century house, various outbuildings
and the remarkable 16 century Turner
Herb Garden. With the Cathedral, Vicars
Close and the Bishop’s Palace, the Old
Deanery completes the famous group of
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than best price if its surveyor advises that the overall offer is the best that can
reasonably be obtained, So the Diocese could sell it to us even if our bid is not the
highest, by taking into account the full value of a community bid benefitting both Wells
and the Church’s other heritage assets.
If you agree, please email us on: olddeanerywells@googlegroups.com to express your view
on this key building’s future or sign the e-petition at http://chng.it/nB74NVDw.
For up-to-date news please visit https://olddeanerywells.org/
FARM DIARY
This is written for non-farmers who live surrounded by farmland.
In the Field. The harvest was early this year which is
never a good sign. In fact, the yields were about two thirds
of those expected. This is a significant drop in output when
the input costs are the same whatever the yield. At the time
of writing in mid-August, the spring barley is still to be
harvested and that may prove to be the exception. Farmers
are optimists. As required by the EU we have a range of
combinable crops, usually that gives us some spread of risk
but that failed to insulate us this time. The wet winter
weather followed by a heat wave in the late spring was a
bad combination for annual plants. For our goats which
have eaten a herbal ley, that is a complex seed mixture of
grasses, legumes and herbs, for several years, we have
recently sown some lucerne. This has
taken well after two inches of rain one
afternoon. It is a high source of protein
for animals. Also we shall use it to
improve the soil structure as it has a tap
root that can be one metre in length. It
requires an alkaline soil, is a perennial,
and grows well in dry seasons. It is a
legume and so fixes nitrogen. It will not
require added nitrogen which is popular
with growers of grass and other crops as
reliably that produces extra yield.
Tuberculosis. There is a holistic
strategy to eradicate tuberculosis from
Britain. It has been devastating for
farmers with over 198,000 cattle
slaughtered since 2008. It also affects
goats and alpacas. Farms must go into
lockdown for 120 days when there is a
reactor on the farm. This could be
described as being out of control. There
are four prongs to this strategy. TB
testing of cattle, bio-security, vaccination,
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and wildlife control. Firstly, there is a program
of regular testing of cattle on farms. Secondly,
bio-security measures on farms are
encouraged which includes cattle movement
tracing and restrictions. Thirdly, vaccinations
are being sought for both cattle (unlikely to be
available for five to ten years), and badgers.
There is a licensed vaccination available for
badgers but as it has to be injected it is
expensive to deliver. In Wales, vaccinating one
badger costs £662. An oral vaccine is being
sought so it can be delivered in baits. Finally,
wildlife control is being carried out in pockets
where incidence is high.
Richard Graham
SKY AT NIGHT
September
Sunrise Sunset
Beginning of September 6.26am-7.55pm
End of September 7.12am-6.50pm
Moon Phases
Full 2 September
Last Quarter 10 Sept
New Moon 17 Sept First Qtr 24 September
Planets
Jupiter sets just after midnight now followed by Saturn around 1am while Mars can be
seen in the evening eastern sky shining almost as bright as Jupiter, its red colour making
it unmistakable. Then Venus appears bright in the east and in a dark sky now rising at
2.30am.
Stars
The great square of Pegasus is high in the sky around 11pm and consists of four stars
of almost equal brightness they are Scheat, Markab, Algenib and Alphertaz although
Alpheratz (top left) belongs to the Constellation of Andromeda. These stars are quite
bright but how many stars can you see inside this square? Let your eyes become
adapted to the dark then take your time, there are more than you realise and the
higher the number you can count the better your observing location.
Phenomena
Mars appears very close to the moon on the night of 5/6 September and the sun moves
south of the equator at the autumn equinox on 22 September.
Paul Adamson, 01823 698156
SOMERSET LEVELS STARGAZERS
Our proper meetings are on hold until further notice but we continue with online
meetings the next of which is on 30 September when Mark Woodland from the
Charterhouse Observatory in the Mendips joins us; this is along with our monthly
presentations. If you would like to join this meeting please contact us at
somersetlevelsstargazers@hotmail.com and we will send you details on how to take part.
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We have a website somersetlevelsstargazers.co.uk which could be of interest and you can
also follow us on facebook.
Paul Adamson, 01823 698156
SEDGE MOORS TWINNING ASSOCIATION
SMTA Raffle results
The raffle had been set up pre Covid to take place at the SMTA annual BBQ. This event
is normally hosted by Giles Vellacott and Helen Spencer and although they have plenty
of room under current guidelines it just wasn’t possible.
We held the draw online via zoom at Pathe House in Othery where a permitted group
assembled in rainy weather and we were joined by a few other members remotely.
Some of the drama was no doubt lost if you were following the event on a phone but
not for one Mervyn Winslade who won first prize with ticket No 69, so he is £250 for
the good. Second prize went to one of our big ticket purchasers Brian Griffen from
Stawell who won £125 with ticket No 41(his costs were defrayed). Third prize went to
Arlette Bannister of Stawell, she won £75 with a single ticket No 43. Well done to
them all.
Look out for the Association’s next 100 raffle sometime in the new year. Thanks to all
those who sold the tickets and even more so to those that bought them.
Stephen Richards-Bond
SEPTEMBER JOBS IN THE GARDEN
Fruit and Veg:
∗ bend down tops of onions to prevent them from flowering and harvest any onions
that are ripe.
∗ remove yellow leaves from brussel sprouts
∗ plant out spring cabbages
∗ sow lettuce seeds under cloches for a continued salad crop
∗ clear away and burn debris from all harvested crops
∗ plant out strawberry runners
Ornamental Garden:
∗ keep deadheading for repeat flowering
∗ remove any gone over annuals and cut down withered perennials
∗ tie in new shoots of climbing roses and thin out any weak shoots in shrub roses
∗ plan and dig any new borders that you would like
∗ plant out perennials that have been grown from seed, such as lupins and hollyhocks
∗ start to plant out spring bedding in borders, such as wallflowers, violas, pansies and
primroses
∗ trim all hedges and any shrubs that have just finished flowering to make them look
smart over winter
∗ now is the perfect time to do any work on birch trees
∗ start to plant new shrubs and trees
General Maintenance:
∗ raise mower so that grass is not cut too short for winter
∗ carry on watering during dry spells
Rhiannon Buckton
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PLEASE FORM AN ORDERLY QUEUE AT THE SQUINT
(see article on page 10 of August MOMSS magazine)
Medieval Outcasts
According to an article by Andrew Hanley the following groups of people
were considered outcasts or undesirables during the Middle Ages so
would not have been welcome to mingle with church congregations or,
in most cases, mingle with anyone!
Superstition was rife and scapegoats were needed to explain
away all the disasters taking place whether natural or manmade.
Nowadays, according to the latest surveys, we can happily
blame everything on politicians, journalists, bankers, estate
agents and telesales personnel.
Lepers
In the Early Middle Ages, lepers were pitied; in the later period, they were hated and
feared. Lepers were usually banished but if they stayed in public, they were required
to wear special clothing to warn other people to stay away from them. In the 1400s,
the civil leaders declared lepers legally dead, stripping their rights and allowing their
possessions to be confiscated. Even the Church held funeral Masses for lepers who
were, in fact, not dead.
Cripples
In the Middle Ages, a cripple would have been beaten, rejected, and left to beg on the
streets. According to one source cripples were usually placed into two categories:
‘regular’ cripples, with the same social status as criminals and the poor and ‘untreatable’
- the blind, one-armed or completely lame.
Excommunicated
In the Middle Ages, excommunication was one of the most serious punishments.
Remember, this isn’t the kind of exile where you’re sent away from everybody; you’re
actually forced to live inside a city full of people who aren’t even allowed to greet you
on the street. Your former friends would even neglect to bury your body in a church
graveyard, because it would defile the consecrated ground.
Heretics
The punishment for heretics was death or imprisonment. But contrary to common
belief, most heretics weren’t actually burned at the stake as people who hunted them
down felt that executing them was a form of defeat, since it would prove them unable
to force the heretic to repent.
Prostitutes
Prostitutes in the Middle Ages were at different times
loved and hated. The official stance on prostitution
was that it was a necessary evil - so you were free to
go for it as long as you didn’t talk about it with too
much gusto. The prostitutes themselves, on the other
hand, were often looked down on by society because
they were usually associated with disease.
Entertainers
Not the court jesters and minstrels who performed for the nobility but the wandering
vagrants who entertained on the street. Vagrants were dirty, poor, and usually
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considered to be criminals even if they were never actually accused of a specific
crime. By the end of the 1400s a vagrant could be arrested on the charge of nothing
more than ‘suspicious wandering’.
Witches
The medieval Catholic Church defined witchcraft as a
superstition stating that witches didn’t exist, but that didn’t
stop the common people from blaming everything from disease
to flooding on witches. Towards the increasingly violent end
of the Middle Ages, the Church, because they were concerned
about the witches’ souls, would purify them first (Old English
for ‘make sure they’re still alive when we burn them’).
Saints
Saints were possibly the most condemned and mistreated people during the Middle
Ages. It’s actually one of the reasons they’re considered saints today - they were put
through such hell that it often seems a miracle they survived so long. For example, Joan
of Arc was burned alive, and then her body was burned two more times, just to
make sure she was dead.
SUPPORT NETWORKS
Bereavement Support Services
The Bereavement Support Service administered by Madame Curie and
Mind - Phone 0800 304 7412 Monday to Saturday 9am to 5pm
SHOUT
UK’s first 24 hour text helpline 24/7 free on all major mobile networks. If
you feel you need immediate support in a crisis text SHOUT to 85258
SAMARITANS
Phone 116123
MIND
For mental health issues call MIND on 0300 123 3393
CHILDLINE
Anyone under 18 can phone CHILDLINE on 0800 1111 or make
contact on www.childline.org.uk
LGBT Foundation Advice and Support
Phone 0345 330 3030
QUIZ ANSWERS
1. a) 54; add 18 each time
2. c) £12
Paul £8, Mary £4
3. a) 740 mph.
4. c) 7
5. d) 35; add 5, 10, 15, 20
6. c) 18; 3+1+5+9
7. c) 18
8. b) Friday May 6
9. a) 104
10. c) 36; divide the first
and last pairs of digits by 7
i.e. 21 divided by 7 = 3 and
42 divided by 7 = 6
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GREINTON VILLAGE NEWS
Defibrillator/Phone Box Update
Although the defibrillator was installed and commissioned
several months ago, we are still waiting for the phone box
door to be replaced. We had hoped that BT would replace
it, having removed the door several years ago ‘to prevent
vandalism’; however, their obduracy has defeated us. We
therefore embarked on fund raising with the aim of raising
enough to buy a new door and are delighted that
Sedgemoor District Council has very kindly agreed to match
fund our efforts, which means that we now have enough to
go ahead with the door replacement. Meanwhile Sam Hearn,
who has been the driving force behind this project, has not
only been repainting the phone box, he has also given the
finger signpost at the Moorlinch junction a fresh coat of
paint. Speaking of which, Camael King, the chair of the
Parish Meeting, has a plan to replace the missing Moorlinch
finger, which disappeared mysteriously last year. So, while
Greinton is very quiet this year, with no realistic plan to
resume our usual social activities, there is still some life in the place.

Toby Crispin

MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE NEWS
HERITAGE GROUP
Postcard messages from Middlezoy
It is not too late to fill in the postcards
to convey how the Covid-19 crisis
affected you. Postcards are available in
the shop or from Richard Horsham
rjehorsham@yahoo.com.
The postcards can be left at the Post
Office or in one of the Postcard
Letterboxes located outside 19 Church
Road and 11A Main Road.
Together with the VE Day Photobook
and the proposed Social Dancing
Photobook, future generations will be
able to have a good understanding with
how we, the village of Middlezoy, dealt
with the pandemic in its own unique
style.
Ian Campbell
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HOLY CROSS
CHURCH
Opening of the
Church
The church is now open
for private prayer every
day from 10am to 4pm.
Guidance on available
seating and precautions
to reduce the possible
spread of Covid-19 are
on display. The church
will be unattended so
worshippers are
requested to follow the
instructions carefully for
the protection of all.
As detailed on page 2 of this magazine,
an outdoor service for the United
Benefice will be held in Middlezoy
Churchyard on Sunday 13 September.
South Aisle Roof
Boyce Roofing Services have completed
the laying of two layers of felt on the
south aisle roof to provide a more
durable temporary covering. This has
been funded by the events reported last
month, together with a grant from
Sedgemoor District Council and by
selling that remaining lead which had to
be removed to allow the new roof to be
laid.
The new covering will give the PCC time
to raise the funds required to lay a
permanent covering, lead or another
approved material. Fund raising is
however continuing with the sale of
lino-prints of the church produced by
Lynne Mackay at a cost of £25 (£15 being
donated to the church). The details are
on Middlezoy Village Facebook page or
on Lynne’s website www.lynnemackay.com
Organ
An agreement is in place with Lance Foy
Organs of Truro to refurbish the organ.

Work is scheduled for January and
February 2021 at a cost of £9,000.
£8,200 has been raised towards this, so
a further £800 is required. If you wish to
give a donation to the refurbishment of
the organ, please contact Gill Wilkinson
wilkiberri@outlook.com 01823 698429.
Social Events
Due to the Covid-19 restrictions the
Harvest Supper, planned for Saturday 12
September, and the concert by the Joyful
Spirit Gospel Choir, planned for Saturday
26 September, have both been cancelled.
Prayer Requests
Please send any prayer request in at
anytime to middlezoyprayers@gmail.com.
Ian Campbell
WHO’S WHO & WHAT’S WHAT
Do you want information on your
organisation or business to be
included? - Free of charge
Thank you to those who have given their
details already there is no need to
resend.
Contact Pam Jamieson:
sheepshome1@outlook.com
‘Who’s Who and What’s What’ is a
publication which provides details of the
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clubs, organisations and societies as well as information on local businesses in
Middlezoy. It is delivered free to every household in the village.
MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE HALL
Middlezoy Community Project
Please see our website www.middlezoyvillagehall.org for more details of planned activities
at the hall.
Mike Birks
MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE SHOP
The shop committee wishes to thank all volunteers who have served customers during
lockdown and beyond. As more volunteers are returning to work, we are kindly asking
for volunteers to work at the shop. If you are able to spare 2 hours a week at the
Village Shop, please email middlezoyvillageshop@outlook.com. Full training will be
provided.
Since changes to the law requiring face masks to be worn inside all shops, customers
are now required to wear a mask when visiting the post office, unless they are exempt
due to medical reasons or under 11 years of age. We do encourage all customers to
wear reusable masks. However, we do have a limited supply of disposable masks just in
case. Shop customers continue to be served outside and we thank you all for your
continued support and for respecting social distancing when queuing.
The home delivery service has now changed to a ‘Click and Collect’ service.
Customers are asked to order online or over the phone by Saturday at 12noon, for
collection from Middlezoy Chapel the following Friday between 10-10.30am. There are
over 40 items available, including fresh fruit and vegetables. To order from Middlezoy
Village Shop, please visit https://middlezoyvillageshop.mailchimpsites.com or phone Aviva
on 01823 690212.
Our continued thanks to the volunteers and Middlezoy Chapel, who make this service
possible.
Rachel Worth
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OTHERY VILLAGE NEWS
A PUBLIC SERVICE
ANNOUNCEMENT

Signs going in
Signs going out
Signs to make you safe
Is what it’s all about

Play a short fanfare
Hang out the flags
The village hall is opening
It’s throwing off its rags

So the kitchen’s still available
The bar can operate
The stage right now is out of bounds
Until a later date

They say it is all different
The rules for use have changed
It’s a maximum of thirty
And the chairs are re-arranged

The websites up and running
With all you need to know
Just check in with the details
-make sure you’re good to go

It’s done to make it Covid-safe
They don’t permit a crowd
They hope that you’ll be back again
As soon as times allow

We’re ready now to see you
Been as busy as a bee
We hope you’ll all come back now!!
Regards OVHC.

But - if you’ve been symptomatic
In the two weeks just before
Or any in your household has
Then don’t come through the door
It’s all wiped down
It’s all prepared, so sanitise as you go!!
There’re hand dispensers all around
They’ve put on quite a show
They’re mad for social distancing
And playing by the rules
There seems to be signs everywhere
They must think that we’re fools
Because there’s…….
Signs in the car park
On the tarmac
On the door
Signs in the lobby
In the toilets
On the floor
Signs in the kitchen
To sanitise your hands
Signs in the bar
To show you where to stand
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OTHERY READING GROUP
‘The Boy with the Topknot’ (first
published as ‘If You Don’t Know Me By
Now’), proved to be a popular choice
amongst members with a few minor
reservations; the author Sathnam
Sanghera, writing with honesty, self
deprecating wit and at times, raw anguish
of his boyhood growing up in the 80s in
the heart of the Wolverhampton Sikh
community. Now an award winning
Times journalist he describes vividly
not only his divided Sikh/English life at
the time but also the shock at
discovering by accident that both his
father and sister suffered from the
mental illness of schizophrenia. The book
charts the frustrations of attempting to
understand and help those living with this
condition as well as illustrating the bonds
of filial love and the numerous problems
of East/West courtship. The author

OTHERY VILLAGE HALL
Hello to you all; we hope you are all well
and safe.
The news that we’ve all been waiting for:
the Hall is open again for meetings and
activities. There are obviously some
restrictions and limitations for those
hiring the hall and these (4 pages) are
listed on the Hall’s website and will be
constantly under review. Broadly they
are that: entry to anyone with any Covid
-19 symptoms is not permitted, there is
currently a limit of 30 persons allowed in
the hall at any one time, 2m social
distancing must be followed as far as
possible, drama and music performances
and use of the stage are currently not
allowed, track and trace recording of
visitors is required. Use of masks is
preferred but with the types of activity
being quite diverse, this should be
discussed between the hirer and
committee as to the necessity and
practicality of their use.
The hall is now also equipped with
multiple hand sanitisers and signage of
what to do and where to go to help keep
all visitors safe.
There have already been people booking
and using the hall. Now there is internet
access for the use of hirers who need
this during their activities, we look
forward to seeing many more of you
making use of the hall’s facilities.
Stephen Richards-Bond (Chair)
07846 444003

www.blaketraining.co.uk
Email: blake@blaketraining.co.uk
Tel: 01823 690042 Mobile: 07783 305835
Blake Training Centre
Room hire for meetings, talks, training venues
and much ,much more.
Very competitive rates
Food and refreshments can also be provided
Rob Blake - Land based training specialising in
Forestry and Arboriculture including Chainsaw
Maintenance and Cross Cutting, Felling,
Chainsaw Safety and Awareness (SAD),
Climbing and Aerial Rescue, Brushcutters,
Chippers etc
Sarah Blake - Food Safety training for the
manufacturing and catering sectors. Other
courses offered: First Aid, Health and Safety,
Nutrition, Management.

Bookings; Ella Maisey 01823 690482 or
07814 754127
Email: otheryvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk
Website: www.otheryvillagehall.org.uk
Facebook: Othery Village Hall
Postal: Othery Village Hall, Fore Street,
Othery, TA7 0QU

Please contact us for prices and full details
Admin address: Lanlivery, Main Road,
Middlezoy, TA7 0PB
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her to read. Then he has to wait for her
reaction. The book is revealing, funny
and sad. It was produced as a play on
BBC2 a few years ago.
The book for September is ‘Birdsong’ by
Sebastian Faulks.
Jackie Sullivan

finally writes everything he has ever
wanted to explain and say to his mother
but has been terrified to attempt as her
command of English is not good and his
Punjabi likewise, he sends his letter to
India to be professionally translated for

MOORLINCH VILLAGE NEWS
loved but had run out of steam a bit.
The first major job was to completely
redecorate, remove all the brown paint,
strip and re-varnish the floor, enlarge the
toilet to enable wheelchair access and
put in new cupboards in the kitchen.
Over time, that included a leaking roof
round the chimney stack (that in the end
had to be removed) and replace the very
large window in
the east wall, it
was time to
redecorate again.
So 3 years ago
a gang of willing
helpers set to
to completely
repaint the
interior.
This completed
only showed up
how shabby the
kitchen had
become; the
After

MOORLINCH CHURCH HALL
Having been involved with the Church
Hall for the last 20 years, I have seen it
go through 2 major transformations
which have only been possible with the
help from the volunteers from the village
community.
When I was first encouraged to be on
the general committee the hall had been

Before

After

Before
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to have Alex, only across the road, able
to attend to all the outside jobs such as
repairing and painting the outside render,
repairing and painting the barge boards,
repairing the flat kitchen roof and
painting the outside doors.
We have managed to pay for all this
thanks to the generosity of the
Moorlinch villagers through attending
organised fundraising events where we
can get together socially and with some
small grants from Sedgemoor DC and
local charitable trusts.
It now looks really swanky.
Unfortunately, there is little prospect of
the Hall re-opening in the near future as
compliance with the required Covid-19
safety measures is proving beyond the
capacity of the small band of volunteers
who keep it going.
However, there are still bills to pay and
although our social fundraising events are
on hold, one way in which you can

condensation had rusted the wall bars in
the toilet and the concrete floor looked
even shabbier.
A committee decision was taken last year
to completely gut out the kitchen and
have a new non-slip industrial vinyl floor
laid throughout the kitchen, entrance hall
and toilet.
So again with help from so many
volunteers and Roger the kitchen was
out of action last August to be refitted
with completely new cupboards and
work surfaces, install the oven and sinks
we already had, adding new taps, a new
hob and fridge.
New wiring and meters were installed, all
walls and ceiling repainted and even the
old window sills were repaired. The
dishwasher, which funds raised for at
a Pop Up Supper 2 years previously had
paid for, was at last plumbed in.
The final touch was this year when, over
the Covid period we were lucky enough
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support your Hall for the future is to join
the Moorlinch 100 Club.
For an annual contribution of just £15,
every member is entered in a monthly
draw where the prize money is shared
between the winner and the Hall. If we
get a full membership of 100 people, the
monthly prize is £62.50 and the Hall’s
share will cover the insurance bill for the
coming year. For details of how to join,
please see the insert in this month’s
MOMSS or contact Sara Hennah
sara@hennah.com Tel. 07590 845175
Thank you to everybody, past, present
and in the future. We hope to be able to
celebrate all this hard work as soon as
we have the freedom to be able to open
up and use it again.
Mary Mason
Chair of Moorlinch Church Hall

ST MARY’S CHURCH
Moorlinch Sunday Thoughts
Our bi-weekly service will continue for
the time being on every second Sunday the next on 6 and 20 September - with
the ‘call open’ from 9.15am, to give
people time to log in and start at 9.30am
for half an hour or so. The log in details
and any changes to these arrangements
(for example an outdoor service) will be
sent out on the village email.
Fiona Hixon,
Churchwarden 01458 211096
fiona@e-moor.com

STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET
VILLAGE NEWS
More information is available on the website
www.stawellvillage.info

SPECIAL INTEREST ITEMS
ENJOY YOUR LANGUAGE
• What's the definition of a will? (It's a
dead giveaway.)
• Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like
a banana.
• In democracy your vote counts, in feudalism your Count votes.
• She was engaged to a boyfriend with a
wooden leg but broke it off.
• A chicken crossing the road is poultry
in motion.
• If you don't pay your exorcist, you get
repossessed.
• When a clock is hungry, it goes back
four seconds.
• The man who fell into an upholstery
machine is fully recovered.
• You feel stuck with your debt if you
can't budge it.
• Local Area Network in Australia: the
LAN down under.
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IT WAS CONSIDERED THE BEST PHOTO OF THIS CENTURY
A lioness and her cub were crossing the Savannah but the heat was excessive and the
cub was in great difficulty walking. An elephant realised that the cub would die and
carried him in his trunk to a pool of water walking beside his mother.
I loved this when a
friend emailed it to me
and I posted it on to
others. However I have
since learnt "This image
can’t be fairly considered
one of the best photographs of this century,
because it’s not a
genuine photograph.
The image of the
elephant carrying a lion
cub with its trunk was
created by Kruger National Park and shared to the South Africa organization’s official
Twitter account, Kruger Sightings, on April Fool’s Day in 2018. The original posting was
accompanied by the words “Sloof Lirpa,” or “April Fools” backwards"
https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/elephant-carrying-lion-cub/.
The lion cub picture is from an Australian Zoo! It’s a useful reminder that not everything we see in this digital age is necessarily real.
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QUIZZICAL NUMBERS!
(These were all taken from a book called ‘Ace I.Q. Brainstumpers’ purchased at Othery’s
recent Drive Sales!)
1.

What number should replace the question mark?
18, 36, ?, 72, 90
a) 54
b) 56
c) 52

d) 58

2.

Peter, Paul and Mary have £24 between them. Together Peter and Mary have
double the amount of money that Peter has, while Paul and Mary together have
the same amount of money as Peter. How much money does Peter have?
a) £18
b) £8
c) £12
d) £16

3.

The speed of sound is approximately 740 mph. A police car with its siren
sounding is approaching you at 50 mph. At what speed is the sound from the
police siren approaching you? a) 740 mph, b) 148 mph, c) 790 mph, d) 690 mph

4.

What number is 42 less than seven times itself?

a) 6, b) 8, c) 7, d) 9

5.

What number should replace the question mark?
a) 30,
b) 40,
c) 45,
d) 35

5, 10, 20, ?, 55

6.

What is the total of all the odd numbers that are immediately followed by an
even number in this list? 4, 2, 7, 3, 6, 1, 8, 5, 2, 2, 6, 1, 9, 2, 5
a) 16,
b) 17,
c) 18,
d) 15

7.

If you were to write down all the numbers from 0 to 75 inclusive, how many
times would you write the number 5?
a) 15, b) 16, c) 18, d) 17

8.

What day comes 38 days after Tuesday March 29?
a) Thursday May 5, b) Friday May 6, c) Saturday May 6,

d) Friday May 5

9.

Multiply half of 96 by 2 and add 8. What is the answer?
a) 104,
b) 200,
c) 100,
d) 56

10.

4928 is to 74 and 3556 is to 58 therefore 2142 is to ? Can you identify the
missing number?
a) 38,
b) 24,
c) 36,
d) 48

Answers on page 9

M. Franks & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
* Private Chapel of Rest *
* 24 Hour Personal & Caring Service *
* Home Visiting Service *
Bath Road, Ashcott,
Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 9QT
Telephone: 01458 210627 or 01458 860157
Email: mfranksandsons@gmail.com
Website: www.mfranksandsons.co.uk
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USEFUL INFORMATION
DEFIBRILLATOR MACHINES
From the scene of an incident, call 999, ask for Ambulance.
Ascertain the condition of the patient. If a defibrillator is required, to
obtain the code to open the cabinet give the following information
about the nearest machine.
Call sign
Middlezoy Chapel
TA7 0NZ
SC0253
Middlezoy Village Hall
TA7 0PG
SC0254
(machine at car park end)
Moorlinch Farm
TA7 9BU
Othery Village Hall
TA7 0QU
Stawell Village Hall
TA7 9AD
Within 200m of a defibrillator they can give you the code to open the cabinet on post
code alone, farther away the call sign is required.

HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING & REFUSE COLLECTIONS
The recycling and rubbish collections for all the MOMSS & G area are as follows:
Recycling Boxes: Friday 4 September and Thursdays 10, 17 and 24 September
Black Wheeled Bins: Friday 4 September and Thursday 17 September
Garden Waste Bins: Thursday 3 September and Wednesdays 16 and 30 September
RECYCLING CENTRES
These are open on normal summer schedules which will change on 1 October.
Restrictions remain on vehicles, materials and visitors to ensure social distancing and
safety.
Gloves must be worn and only 2 people are allowed per vehicle.
Please store, sell or give away items intended for reuse as these cannot be taken until
they can be handled safely, and they will go
for recycling or to landfill.
POLICE
Emergencies only tel: 999
Non emergencies tel: 101
CRIMESTOPPERS
8am - 10pm Weekdays 0800 555 111
MOBILE LIBRARY
This service has restarted. It remains on a Friday every 4 weeks BUT
note change of times in the villages. The next visit of the library will
be on Friday 25 September.
Stawell Village Hall
9.50 - 10.30am
Moorlinch Tapmoor Road Junction 10.45 - 11.15am
Middlezoy Bus Stop
12.30 - 1.10pm
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MOMSS COMMUNITY INFORMATION
Please advise momssgeditor@live.co.uk of amendments/additions
CHURCH INFORMATION
Priest-in-Charge
Rev Andrea Harwood 01458 443239 vicarmomss@gmail.com
Sunday mornings, Tuesdays and Wednesdays plus half a day on Saturdays (by arrangement)
United Benefice Readers
Pauline Davies 01278 451280, Jeanette Scott 01278 722220
and Richard Graham 01278 722284
Parish Auxiliary Lay Ministers
Mervyn Winslade (Othery); Ruth Peberdy and Roger Harding (Stawell)
Churchwardens
Middlezoy: Ian Campbell 01823 698790
Othery: Mervyn Winslade 01823 698368 and Margaret Harris 01823 698838
Moorlinch: Fiona Hixon 01458 211096
Stawell: Rachel Fortune 01278 723416
Sutton Mallet contact: Brian Lishman 01278 722579
Greinton contact: Jean Heywood 01458 210497
METHODIST CHURCH MINISTER
Middlezoy: Rev Deborah Kirk 01823 334854
PARISH COUNCILS/MEETINGS
Middlezoy—Chairman: Paul Baker 01823 698082
Othery—Chairman: Tony Bostock 01823 690112
Moorlinch—Meeting Chairman: Ron Hixon 01458 211096
Stawell and Sutton Mallet—Chairman: Brian Lishman 01278 722579
Greinton—Enquiries: Toby Crispin 01458 210227
DISTRICT PCSOs
Kim Wrixon 07889 658309; Lora Bray 07720 642007
VILLAGE AGENTS
Middlezoy, Othery, Moorlinch, Stawell, Sutton Mallet and Greinton:
Claire Baker, email: claireb@somersetrcc.org.uk or 07494 883654
HELPFUL NUMBERS
Middlezoy: School 01823 698465; The George Inn 01823 698215;
Shop and P.O. 01823 698981 PO - Open Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 8:45am-12pm, 2pm-5pm
Shop - Open every weekday at 8am but closes 10am on Wed. Open Saturday 8am-12noon.
Othery: Maisey’s Bakery 01823 698244; School 01823 698464;
The London Inn 01823 698416
Moorlinch: Ring O’Bells 01458 210358; Garage 01458 210298;
VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS
Middlezoy Village Hall 07840 064132; Othery Village Hall 01823 690482;
Moorlinch Church Hall 01458 210755;
Stawell & Sutton Mallet Village Hall 01278 723665; Greinton Village Hall 01458 210277
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CHURCH SERVICES CHART FOR SEPTEMBER 2020
Our first service since lockdown is planned for outdoors on Sunday 13 September, for information
please see page 2.
Other than this, normal services in churches and chapels have been suspended until further notice.
Listed below are the Common Worship readings and lessons for each of the following days:
DATE
Sept.
2 Wed

SERVICE
Morning Prayer

READINGS
Psalm: 111
OT:
2 Samuel, chapter 15, verses 1 to 12
Epistle: Acts, chapter 9, verses 19b to 31

6 Sun

Thirteenth Sunday after
Trinity

9 Wed

Morning Prayer

OT:
Exodus, chapter 12, verses 1 to 14
Psalm: 149
Epistle: Romans, chapter 13, verses 8 to the end
Gospel: Matthew, chapter 18, verses 15 to 20
Psalm: 119, verses 153 to the end
OT:
2 Samuel, chapter 19, verses 8b to 23
Epistle: Acts, chapter 11, verses 19 to the end

13 Sun

Fourteenth Sunday after
Trinity
UB Harvest Festival
at Middlezoy (see p 2)
Morning Prayer

OT:
Deuteronomy, chapter 8, verses 7 to 18
Psalm: 65
Epistle: 2 Corinthians, chapter 9, verses 6 to the end
Gospel: Luke, chapter 12, verses 16 to 30
Psalm: 119, verses 1 to 32
OT:
1 Kings chapter 3
Epistle: Acts, chapter14, verses 8 to the end

20 Sun

Fifteenth Sunday after
Trinity

23 Wed

Morning Prayer

OT:
Exodus, chapter 16, verses2 to 15
Psalm: 105, verses 1 to 6 and 37 to the end
Epistle: Philippians, chapter 1, verses 21 to the end
Gospel: Matthew, chapter 20, verses 1 to 16
Psalm: 34
OT:
1 Kings, chapter 10, verses 1 to 25
Epistle: Acts, chapter 17, verses 1 to 15

27 Sun

Sixteenth Sunday after
Trinity

30 Wed

Morning Prayer

Oct.
4 Sun

Seventeenth Sunday
after Trinity

7 Wed

Morning Prayer

11.00am
16 Wed

OT:
Exodus, chapter 17 verses 1 to 7
Psalm: 78, verses 1 to 4 and 12 to 16
Epistle: Philippians, chapter 2, verses 1 to 13
Gospel: Matthew, chapter 21, verses 23 to 32
Psalm: 119, verses 57 to 80
OT:
1 Kings, chapter 17
Epistle: Acts, chapter 20, verses 1 to 16
OT:
Exodus, chapter 20, vs 1 to 4, 7 to 9 and 12 to 20
Psalm: 19
Epistle: Philippians, chapter 3, verses 4b to 14
Gospel: Matthew, chapter 21, verses 33 to the end
Psalm: 77
OT:
1Kings, chapter 22, verses 29 to 45
Epistle: Acts, chapter 23, verses 12 to the end

Our advertisers enable us to provide the MOMSS magazine free of charge to each home
in our villages. Please support them if you can, and mention this magazine.
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