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MOMSS MAGAZINE 

This publication is hand delivered 
FREE to over 1,040 homes within the 

villages in the United Benefice:  
Middlezoy, Othery, Moorlinch, 

Stawell, Sutton Mallet & Greinton 

It can also be found at 

www.middlezoyvillagehall.org.uk 
 

MOMSS is issued 11 times a year (there is 
a joint December/January issue) and is 
designed as a Community Magazine.  
It is produced by volunteers, with the 
authority of the United Benefice 
Churchwardens, for the villagers‘ benefit. 
 

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 

Committee: Richard Graham, Anita 
Winslade, Jane Stryker, Isobel Davis and 
Gill Wilkinson. 
Editor this month: Anita Winslade 
Compiler this month: Isobel Davis  
 

NEWS ARTICLES 

We regret we cannot guarantee inclusion 
of articles or photographs and may need 
to edit copy due to space limitations. 
Submitting articles: Copy preferred in 
Microsoft Word format.  
Email to momssgeditor@live.co.uk  
300 word limit please.  
Submit handwritten copy via one of the 
members of the committee if you are 
unable to find someone to help you 
transfer it to email.  We cannot guarantee 
its accurate inclusion.   
Submitting photos or artwork: 
also momssgeditor@live.co.uk  
 

We gladly accept news and views from all 
groups or individuals, however, the 
Committee has overriding editorial 
control.  We cannot accept liability for 
loss or damage arising from any error, 
inaccuracies or omission from any copy or 
advertising.  The views expressed in the 
magazine are not necessarily those of the 
United Benefice, the Editorial teams or the 
publisher. 

MOMSS Publishing House Style 

Articles submitted to the magazine are put 

into MOMSS house style. This uses Gill 

Sans 10pt for general text with Gill Sans 

bold 10pt for sub-headings. Arial Black 10pt 

is used for main headings. Example of our 

date format is '25 December‘  – the st, rd, 

th are only used after dates with no month 

alongside. There is no need to insert year 

unless referring to year ahead. We use a 12 

hour time format eg '5.30pm'. Italics, bold 

or underlining will not be included. 

Advertising costs 

Quarter Page: (A7 size):   

Single edition £20;   Three editions £50;  

Six editions £95; Annual £175. 

Half Page (A6 size): 

Single edition £40;  Three editions £100;  

Six editions £190; Annual £350. 

For further pricing information and 
technical details phone  
Jane Stryker Tel:  01458 210661 
E-mail momssgadverts@live.co.uk 
 

Please note: Copy and payment for adverts 
must be received by 12th of the month  
(see date of deadlines on this page). 
Advertising space is limited. We cannot 
guarantee single adverts will be accepted 
for publication.   

MOMSS Account details 

Account name:    United Benefice MOMSS 

Sort Code 09.01.53 

Account Number 79133288 

Reference 'Magazine'. 

 

This magazine is edition  

number 8 of volume 18 

 

DON’T FORGET ! 
October edition deadlines: 

Adverts 12 September 
Articles 15 September 
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Autumn: a time to reflect on the culmination of the year‘s work and to 

give thanks for the abundance of the harvest. Giving thanks seems to 

be a God-given instinct to express the gratitude we feel deep within us 

and is an echo of the likeness of God in which we were created. 

Science has confirmed what God knew all the time, that counting your 

blessings and expressing true gratitude has a wide range of benefits, 

from boosting your health in a myriad of ways to spreading happiness 

to all around. 

Our harvest thanksgiving festivals provide us with a marvellous opportunity to say, 

‗thank you‘ and, as the saying goes, ‗to be grateful for every plateful.‘ And here in the 

western world, our plates are usually full, even at times, unnecessarily so. However, 

recent developments, such as the rise in the number of people relying on food banks, 

brought to the fore by the pandemic, have reminded us that there is real hunger and 

need, even in our own country. Within this context, true gratitude and generosity 

should go hand in hand at harvest time as we recognise how much God has blessed us 

and look for opportunities to share those blessings with others.  

These vital aspects of harvest are completely overlooked by the rich man in the  

well-known parable Jesus tells in Luke 12.13-21, with rather disastrous consequences. 

The rich man, in storing up his surplus more and more securely to satisfy his desires in 

the coming years, made the fatal mistake of not sharing with others. Jesus reminds us 

Where did the predicted heatwave go? Forecasters can make all sorts of predictions 

but those made are only from information available from records of previous events 

and patterns and from their imaginations. We look forward to planned events but we 

can only hope they will happen to our benefit. Much like the rest of our lives nothing is 

certain! 

As clubs, groups and worshippers start returning to their meetings, regular events and 

services - subject to current Covid regulations - hope fills our hearts and minds. 

This edition contains reports of events which have happened and information of, and 

invitations to participate in, events in our six villages in the coming weeks and months. 

Also included is very useful information about a range of subjects so explore every page 

and you could find something of note. 

We know our readers are thoughtfully considering our series of articles about Climate 

Change and so we include in this edition an email message we have received (see page 6). 

If there are any events or subjects which you would like to contact us about then please 

do – discussion and explanation is always pleasanter than argument. 

Please send any paid adverts by the 12th and articles by the 15th day of the month 

ahead of the required or next edition, e.g. 12/15 September for the October edition. 

In the meantime enjoy the remainder of our British Summer and the beginning of 

Autumn wherever you may be. 

Anita Winslade (Editor September edition) momssgeditor@live.co.uk 

  FROM THE EDITOR 

  HARVEST MESSAGE FROM THE VICAR 
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  BENEFICE, DEANERY AND DIOCESAN ITEMS  

that ‗it is more blessed to give than to receive.‘ And, as I‘m sure you will agree, there 

appears to be an inbuilt reward when we follow this eternal principle. Whenever we 

are generous to others, in word or deed, we are warmly heartened and uplifted.  

As we celebrate harvest this year, may we give thanks to God for the abundance of 

good things that we have received and joyfully share our many blessings with those who 

have been less fortunate during this difficult pandemic year.            Rev. Andrea Harwood 

FROM THE REGISTERS 

Baptism 

Phoebe Rose Seifert was baptised in Holy Cross Church, Middlezoy on  

Sunday 15 August. 

Funerals 
Helen Gould of Moorlinch passed away peacefully at home on 23 July. Her 

funeral service was held at St Mary's, Moorlinch on 17 August followed by a 

committal service at Sedgemoor Crematorium.  

Nigel Wilkes of Middlezoy died on Saturday 24 July, funeral to be arranged. 

Richard Reeve of Middlezoy died Thursday 5 August, funeral to be arranged. 
 

CHURCHES AND CHAPELS 

Private Prayer 

You are most welcome to visit Holy Cross Church, Middlezoy, open daily 10am - 4pm.  

Sunday Services: The detailed services chart is on the outside back cover. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Send any prayer request in at any time to middlezoyprayers@gmail.com.Please ask 

for prayers when they are needed. A group of us are ready to add your requests 

to our prayers. You can be sure everything is done in the strictest confidence.  

This prayer initiative is open to anyone in the benefice or beyond. 

Prayer and reflection are regularly posted on the Holy Cross Church, Middlezoy 

Facebook page. 

LOOKING TO THE NEXT CHAPTER 

'Back to school!' perhaps has never sounded so good. For those of us 

who found last year disrupted in terms of school, college or university, 

some of our young people and their parents might be really looking 

forward to the doors re-opening! And perhaps their teachers too! 

Of course things will not be the same as they were. A new school year 

always means change. New classes, new goals, new possibilities. An 

opportunity to start with a clean sheet, open the next chapter of the book of our lives.  

Here in Bath and Wells we are also looking to the next chapter in our story of faith 

together. This month we will be bringing together all we have learnt from listening to 

others about where we are as a diocese and what sort of bishop we now need to lead 

us into the future. If you haven‘t already done so, please have your say by attending the 

open consultation Zoom meeting on Monday 20 September. We have already heard 

the thoughts of almost 1,000 of our children across schools in the county, as well as 

hundreds of adults! 

It will be some time before we know who our next Diocesan Bishop will be but now is 

the time to start praying for him or her so that they might hear from God as we also 

seek God‘s wisdom and guidance. And let‘s pray too for ourselves and all those within 

our diocese, that each of us will find God‘s will for the next stage of our journey.  

None of us can know what that might hold for certain. The last year or two have 

shown us how difficult it is to predict anything! Some of us have lost loved ones and 

livelihoods. It will take time to recover and to renew our hope. 

There will be challenges along the way and we have much to face together. However, 

our hope is in the Lord and we hold to the promises of His word … "For I know the 

plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a future." Proverbs 29:11. 

Rt. Rev. Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton 

 

CLIMATE CRISIS CONFERENCE 

"We need to address climate concerns in our hearts and minds." Bishop Ruth told 

clergy and church members from across the diocese at a cross cultural Climate Crisis 

conference organised with the charity Send a Cow. 

The group heard Rob Walrond, rural affairs adviser, and Titus Sagala, Country Director 

of Send a Cow Kenya, who joined from Kenya on Zoom, tell them first-hand how 

climate change is forcing farmers in every country to find new ways of operating and 

how climate change is hurting crop yields and damaging farmland in places all across the 

world, from England to Kenya. 
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CLIMATE CHANGE  - Further thoughts from our readers 
 

Dear Editor, 

I have enjoyed your ideas very much and feel strongly that everyone can do their bit to 

help slow climate change.  

There is the elephant in the room or an inconvenient truth . . .  

Half the developed world is overweight when the rest tends to be undernourished. 

This has only occurred since about the 70s with the introduction of junk food. Just look 

at old films where most people are slim. 

The countries with high obesity also have high death rates form Covid. In the UK we 

have such a burden on the NHS from type 2 diabetes, hypertension, cancer, heart 

disease, arthritic joints etc often caused by poor nutrition and obesity. 

The most common children‘s operation is tooth extraction, and now young children 

can develop a form of type 2 diabetes; sadly also foetal alcohol syndrome is amongst 

the highest level in the world here. 

We basically consume excess food, alcohol, drugs, cigarettes etc., often buying goods 

purely for fashion then discarding vast quantities, sometimes tipping it into our lovely 

countryside.  

With a steamer a whole meal can be cooked within about half an hour; it is much 

healthier than frying, roasting or microwaving and with even two tiers it can cook most 

things. It is safe, uses minimal power and easily cleaned. 

Healthy food is not expensive especially eggs, beans, lentils, tinned fish, vegetables and 

fruit. 

Most herbs can be grown in a small area and even a small garden can produce quite a 

lot of produce with thought and care. Growing your own food is one of the best things 

for the environment, climate change and exercise. Children usually love it and are 

encouraged to eat their own fruit and vegetables.  

Blackberries are in the hedgerows now, full of vitamins and free. 

In the spring nettle 

tops can be delicious 

especially when 

liquidised into soup 

and contain far more 

vitamins and minerals 

than most 

vegetables.  

Best wishes,  

Jan Redman, 

Moorlinch 

  GENERAL INTEREST ITEMS 
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RESUMPTION OF GARDEN WASTE COLLECTIONS 

It was reluctantly decided to suspend garden waste collections for six weeks from 2 

August because of the national driver shortage and effects of Covid-19, including staff 

self-isolation, so there were not enough staff to complete all the local collections. Staff 

were redeployed to support vital rubbish and recycling collections. 

Subscription will automatically be extended by eight weeks, the extra two weeks in 

recognition of the disruption. 

We expect to restart collections from Monday 13 September. Please avoid contacting 

the district council as they will not be able to offer further information. 

Somerset Waste Partnership, https://somersetwaste.gov.uk 
 

RUBBISH AND RECYCLING COLLECTIONS 

Good practice when putting out rubbish and recycling 

Please have your rubbish and recycling containers out by 6am or the night before your 

collection day. Our crews complete 260,000 recycling collections a week. To help them 

reduce missed collections you can carefully sort different materials into the right 

containers so crews can add it to the correct compartment faster. 

Squash, crush and flatten plastic bottles (then put tops on), tins and cans (if safe) and 

card so crews get more in the trucks and collect more before having to unload. 

Stack boxes in windy weather. Put the green box on top of the black, and the food 

waste bin on top of the green box. This will reduce waste being blown around. 

Somerset Waste Partnership, https://somersetwaste.gov.uk 

PEASEY FARM SHOP 

 

Peasey Farm is a 3rd generation family 

farm. We produce and sell our very own 

beef, lamb and chicken in our farm shop 

alongside vegetables, eggs and our  

homemade produce – cakes, cream teas 

and other sweet or savoury baked goods 

- as well as doggy ice cream! We also do 

deliveries, including our veg boxes. 
 

The shop opening hours are:  

Monday, Tuesday and Friday 11.00-13.00, 

Saturday 10.00-16.00  

and Sunday 14.00-17.00.  

We are closed on Wednesday and 

Thursday.  
 

When you visit why not enjoy the view 

from our picnic area? 
 

For full details of what we have on offer 

please visit us on Facebook. 
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CLEANER AIR  

The ban on the sale of wet wood and house coal 

As part of the UK government‘s drive to cut air 

pollution the rules on burning wet wood and purchasing 

house coal changed on 1 May in England, and will affect 

homeowners with multi-fuel and log burning stoves. 

Sales of all bagged traditional house coal have also been 

phased out and the sale of loose coal direct to 

customers via approved coal merchants will be banned 

from February 2023.  

What’s the Problem?   

Both wet wood and house coal give out tiny particle pollutants known as PM2.5, which 

can penetrate deep into lungs and blood, causing serious health problems. Wet wood 

comes from recently felled trees still full of moisture – wood-burning stoves and coal 

fires produce the greatest source of the pollutant. 

Professor Stephen Holgate, Royal College of Physicians‘ special adviser on air quality 

said: 

―We know that air pollution causes significant health issues across the life course. It is key that 

the Government does everything it can to improve the air we all breathe. Today’s 

announcement on domestic burning is a welcome step forward, and will in time, play a role in 

reducing the pollution associated with PM2.5. 

Inhaling combustion particles from any source is harmful, but more so than ever when it’s 

directly within your home. 

Burning coal for heat and power has to stop 

and strong guidance is needed to insist that 

if wood is burnt in approved stoves, it is  

non-contaminated and dry.‖ 

So, when ordering wood check with 

your supplier that the wood they are 

delivering meets the requirements of the 

new government legislation. 

If you cut down your own trees for 

firewood ensure that it is well-seasoned 

and dry before flinging it on the fire! 

 

SKY AT NIGHT  - September  

Sunrise Sunset 

Beginning of September 6.26am-7.56pm 

End of September 7.11am-6.50pm 

Moon Phases 

New Moon 7th    /   First Quarter 13th       

Full Moon 21st    /    Last Quarter 29th 

Planets 

Venus is low on the western horizon at 

dusk and sets at 8.30pm and while Jupiter 

and Saturn are past their best 
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appearance for the 

year but can still be 

seen in the south until 

the early hours with 

Jupiter still the 

brightest object in that 

area unless the Moon 

is present. 

Stars 

Late in the evening the 

Great Square of 

Pegasus hangs high in 

the southern sky. The 

stars in the four 

corners are quite 

bright (the top left one 

belongs to the 

neighbouring constellation of Andromeda) but the number of stars you can see inside 

the square is an indication of the level of light pollution or not 

in your location. Many villages in our area pride themselves in 

the fact that so much of the beauty of our night sky is not 

obscured by street lights but occasionally, and not always 

deliberately, stray lights from a neighbour‘s house or garden 

can be a nuisance. If this is the case, a gentle word may be all 

that‘s needed but if not, or the light is from a business or a 

floodlit sports ground etc,, you can contact the Commission For Dark Skies (CFDS) 

who can give help or advice.  

Phenomena: The nights become noticeably darker when on 22 September the sun 

moves south of the equator at the time of the autumn equinox. 

Paul Adamson 01823 698156 
 

SOMERSET LEVELS STARGAZERS 

This month we return to Othery Village Hall for our 

first in-person meeting since February 2020 but the 

meeting will still be available on Zoom for those who 

can't make it or who are still fearful of attending. 

Social distancing and masks are encouraged and there 

will be no drinks available though you may bring your 

own. However the meeting is free to all so do, please 

do, come along or join in via Zoom. The date is Wednesday 29 September at 7.30pm 

when our club treasurer Richard Kilbey presents a talk on James Cook and how he 

measured the universe; this is along with our Night Sky Guide for the month ahead and 

all the latest news from the World of Astronomy and Spaceflight. 

For details and links please contact us on somersetlevelsstargazers@hotmail.com and 

www.somersetlevelsstargazers.co.uk.                                   

  Paul Adamson, 01823 698156 

 

M. Franks & Sons 
Independent Family Funeral Directors 

 

* Private Chapel of Rest * 
* 24 Hour Personal & Caring Service * 

* Home Visiting Service * 
 

Bath Road, Ashcott, 

Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 9QT 
 

Telephone: 01458 210627 or 01458 860157 

Email: mfranksandsons@gmail.com 

Website: www.mfranksandsons.co.uk 
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TOKYO 2O2O OLYMPIC GAMES 

Having worked the last two Winter Olympics Tokyo 2020 

was going to be a bit different, I just didn‘t realise how 

much that would be!  

I was booked for the original dates in 2020 but that 

promptly disappeared as the severity of this pandemic became clear. I was quite 

relieved when the email came at the beginning of this year for the revised dates, having 

not worked much at all for a year. 

The conditions for entering Japan under this pandemic were pretty strict and a flurry of 

documents to be signed and passport photographs emailed ensued.  

I needed a Japanese specific PCR Covid test with a negative result within 72 hours of 

my flight and upon landing had to do a saliva sample test and wait for that result. Four 

hours after landing we were bussed to our quarantine hotel where I spent the next six 

days in hard quarantine. A three by three metre area was the main living space and a 

small wet room was where I spent those six days. The view from the window was the 

wall of the building opposite and a sliver of sky if I craned my neck to look up. I 

managed to lift the bed up to give me floor space to exercise and reading and watching 

documentaries or listening to music was how I spent my time between meals, which 

were ‗bento boxes‘ delivered outside my door. It was Japan‘s rainy season at the end of 

June and with mid 30° temperatures the air-conditioning was a welcome luxury at least. 

For the remaining eight days of soft quarantine I was still based in the quarantine hotel 

but allowed to go direct to the venues to install the audio equipment for the various 

events. This partial freedom came as a great relief and it was good to be able to get out 

to work. The conditions for working 

onsite were trousers and long sleeve 

tops along with the usual hard hat and 

safety boots. The muggy weather and 

blistering sunshine coupled with having 

to wear a face mask at all times made 

the work a bit of a slog but I 

acclimatised to it eventually and 

certainly slept well in the evenings as  

I was exhausted! 
 

With the equipment installed at the six 

venues I was working across I moved to 

Asaka Shooting Range where I‘d be 

based for the Games. Traditionally we 

would do an hour's worth of show 

leading up to the start of the event to 

build the atmosphere for the audience 

but we had none due to the state of 

emergency issued by the Japanese 

government and the outright ban on any 

members of the public attending the 

events. This would have entailed 
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performances by musical acts and a ‗cheer camera‘ aimed at the audience to encourage 

engagement. 

Our altered brief was to try and make up for the lack of audience and create an 

atmosphere for the athletes and their families or team mates that were allowed to 

attend the games - a tough job in an empty shooting range! The medal ceremonies 

were well attended all things considered and I think we managed to make them special 

with all the pomp and fanfare involved with that. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I‘m currently in the transition period between the Olympics and Paralympics and using 

the time to explore the vast metropolis that is Tokyo while I can.   

                                 Adam Harding (from Stawell) 
 

SOMERSET OPEN STUDIOS 

18 Sept - 3 Oct 2021 

Programmes should be available in many locations. 

Anne Farmer, who produces the beautiful front pieces for our 

magazine, is displaying at Unit 5 Moorlinch Vineyard, Spring Lane, 

Moorlinch together with Janet Leverick. Anne‘s book will be available for sale. 

In Burrowbridge there are two venues with displays of drawings and paintings: 

Moorland House by Lucy Willis and 6 Stathe Cottages by Rebecca Veasey. 

Check venue details before making a special journey or phone ahead. Many venues will 

be happy for you to make an appointment. 

For more details, please see: somersetartworks.org.uk/what-we-do/art-weeks/ or contact Paul 

Newman at Somerset Art Works on paul.newman@somersetartworks.org.uk or phone  

07715 528441.                                                                                       Gill Wilkinson 
 

WESTERN FRONT ASSOCIATION (WFA) - Somerset branch 

The Somerset branch meets in Othery Village Hall on the second Wednesday of the 

month at 7.30pm for a 7.45pm start. The next event will be on 8 September where the 

speaker is ex RAF local man Dave Linney. He currently flies his SE 5A replica plane with 

The Great War Display team and will talk about ‗Worthless as a weapon of war?‘ about 

the work of RFC/RAF during the Great War. 

Everyone is welcome to attend our talks. We ask for a modest £4 donation to help 

with costs (under 18s free). Bring your own drinks or tea and coffee is available at 50p. 

We get excellent speakers on various topics; look in the MOMSS magazine or on the 

main WFA website under branches for details. 
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The Western Front Association was formed in 1980 to maintain interest in the period 

1914-1918, to perpetuate the memory, courage and comradeship of those on all sides 

who served their countries in France and Flanders and their own countries during the 

Great War. It does not seek to glorify war and is non-political. 

Pat Adamson, Secretary, Somerset WFA, 01823 698156 
 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTES NEAR US 

Meetings are starting again after a long break, but local times can vary so it is best to 

contact the Somerset Federation before attending for the first time 01278 287034. 

Shapwick Starlets, second Tuesdays, 7.30pm in the Village Hall, Station Road, TA7 9NJ. 

Westonzoyland, second Wednesdays, 7.15pm in the Village Hall, Cheer Lane, TA7 0EZ. 

Burrowbridge, third Mondays, 7.30pm in the Coronation Hall, West Yeo Road, TA7 0RH.  

Ashcott and Pedwell, third Thursdays, 7.30pm in the Ashcott Village Hall, TA7 9PZ. 

                              Gill Wilkinson 

BURROWBRIDGE WI  

An enjoyable morning was had at the first monthly market stall since lockdown last 

year when, thanks to Burrowbridge Hall Committee, Burrowbridge WI had a 

promotional stall at the event on 14 August. It was lovely to see some normality 

returning to life and to see the various stalls and chat to people. 

We are busy organising our programme for the coming year and hope to be returning 

soon to the hall for our meetings. Watch this space! 

Sue Heyes, Secretary, BurrowbridgeWI@outlook.com 
 

FARM DIARY  

This is written for non-farmers who live surrounded by farmland. 

In the Field. Last month, harvest weeks were given for many crops in central 

Somerset. It is amazing how often the crops come to ripeness in particular weeks 

irrespective of the different seasons. From time to time there is divergence but it is the 

exception. This year we just couldn‘t harvest much on time as the weather was not dry 

enough to take the combine out of its shed. We didn't start the wheat harvest for 

example until the middle of August. September is an in-between time on the cereal 

farm when false seedbeds allow shed seed to germinate and be destroyed to provide a 

cleaner seedbed for the next crop. Winter cereals are not sown before October as we 

are too mild here and the resulting crop will be too lush going into the winter with a 

September sowing. Alternatively before our spring barley we are hoping the Somerset 

River Authority is going to pay for our cover crops as a natural flood risk reduction 

measure. 

Geronimo. The plight of this alpaca means everyone now understands the heartache 

of many farmers who are faced with the loss of their prize cows. The slaughter policy 

of TB reactors is one of the many parts of the system to eradicate this disease in 

farmed animals. People can catch this as well. 

Adblue. Lorries have had this for some time and diesel cars are beginning to use it. 

Our largest tractor that is now ten years old has it. Adblue is a mix of urea and distilled 

water that is sprayed into the exhaust system of diesel engines helping to reduce 

nitrous oxide emissions. 

Dogs and the countryside. Our footpath network that is detailed on county council 
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websites is excellent. However, it should be noted that my insurer tells me that dog 

attacks on farm animals rose by 50% in the first quarter of 2021. A lot of dog walkers 

let them off the lead when in the countryside. You cannot stop a dog chasing an animal 

that runs away. Keep them on their leads please as there may be livestock in the next 

field. Be prepared to let them off the lead if chased by cattle.                 Richard Graham 

  MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE NEWS 

VILLAGE COFFEE MORNINGS 

We are pleased to announce that following further easing of the Covid-19 

restrictions we will be resuming our weekly Monday coffee mornings on  

6 September from 10am-12noon at the Chapel, Middlezoy. 

Social distancing will not apply and it's your choice whether you wear a face covering  

or not. We will respect your decision. We will be using the china mugs from the chapel 

but if you would prefer to bring your own and take it home to wash, that is fine. 

We will be selling tea, coffee and hot chocolate at £1 a cup. Biscuits are provided on 

each table. There is a raffle, book stall and bric-a-brac items for sale. 

Anyone living in Middlezoy who would like to come along to the coffee morning but is 

without transport, please let me know and I will arrange some for you. 

We look forward to welcoming old and new customers. Come along and have a chat 

with friends and neighbours, it's time for us to get back together again! 

Jill Darby, 01823 698000  jilldrb@gmail.com 

 

 

 

www.blaketraining.co.uk 

Email: blake@blaketraining.co.uk 

Tel: 01823 690042  Mobile:  07783 305835 

Blake Training Centre 
Room hire for meetings, talks, training venues  

and much ,much more. 
Very competitive rates 

Food and refreshments can also be provided 
  

Rob Blake - Land based training specialising in 
Forestry and Arboriculture including Chainsaw 
Maintenance and Cross Cutting, Felling, 
Chainsaw Safety and Awareness (SAD), 
Climbing and Aerial Rescue, Brushcutters, 
Chippers etc 

Sarah Blake - Food Safety training for the 
manufacturing and catering sectors.  Other 
courses offered: First Aid, Health and Safety, 
Nutrition, Management. 

 

Please contact us for prices and full details 
Admin address: Lanlivery, Main Road, 

Middlezoy, TA7 0PB 
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MIDDLEZOY CELEBRATES HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN’S 

PLATINUM JUBILEE  

A steering group has been set up (The PJ Group) to begin preparations for next year‘s 

Platinum Jubilee celebrations which will be expanded as we progress. Events will take 

place both nationally and locally over the four day holiday of 2 - 6 June 2022. 

There are no firm plans in place as yet, as funding is still unknown at this point, 

however there is no doubt that a great deal of fundraising will need to be done 

throughout the year to meet the costs involved. 

More details will be available over the coming months but in the meantime if you have 

any ideas or suggestions please contact PJ at The PJ Group. 

Pam Jamieson (PJ)  Sheepshome1@outlook.com 
 

LEVELS METHODIST CHURCH 

Services 

12 Sept.  10.30am United Service with Holy Cross at Chapel with Rev Lynne Mayers 

26 Sept     6.30pm Circuit Service HC with Rev Deborah Kirk 

Be good to see you at these Services.                    Pauline Stewart 
 

WOMEN’S SOCIAL CLUB     

THE BIG COFFEE MORNING 

We are planning our usual charity MacMillan Big Coffee Morning for 

Saturday 25 September in Middlezoy Village Hall - but please check 

posters nearer the time! 

It will be good to meet 

up again and raise money for this very 

worthwhile cause while enjoying a lovely 

cup of tea or coffee!         Pauline Stewart 

 

MIDDLEZOY HERITAGE 

GROUP 

On Sunday19 September the Heritage 

Group are having an Open Afternoon in 

the Chapel commencing at 2.00pm. 

There will be archived photographs to 

view as well as an opportunity to discuss 

some of the projects the group is 

undertaking. 

The Group meets on the first Thursday 

of every month at 10.00am. We are now 

meeting in the church. 

If you are interested in finding out more 

about the Group and their aims, please 

come along to the Open Afternoon or 

to one of the meetings.           

Middlezoy Heritage Group 
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HOLY CROSS CHURCH 

Services 

On 19 September we welcome Rev 

Anne Gell, the Archdeacon of Wells, 

to Holy Cross to participate in a 

United Benefice service. 

On 26 September Rev Stephen Lynas 

will lead our Harvest service.  

Churchyard 

Thank you to all who attended the 

second Churchyard Tidy Up Day on  

14 August.  The maintenance of the 

churchyard is ongoing and another  

Tidy Up Day will be arranged in a few 

weeks. Look out for the details. 

An opportunity was also used to give 

the church a full clean after being 

substantially unused for 16 months. 

The areas of the churchyard, left to go 

‗wild‘, will be cut back during 

September. Wild flower seed, from a 

local meadow, will then be sown to 

increase the diversity next year.    

         Middlezoy PCC 

MIDDLEZOY COMMUNITY PROJECT – MCP 

We held our AGM on Monday 2 August, where our Chairman Mike Birks gave us a 

detailed resume of  works done over the last year and events held and rescheduled. 

We now have hygienic hand sensor taps in our cloakrooms, new urinals and electric 

high power hand dryers. A new hot water tank has also been installed. 

The fete was a great success; giving the village a much needed social boost and we hope 

that our Queen tribute event now taking place on Sunday 5 September will do the 

same. The event is to be held, by kind permission of Nobby and Becky Turner, in their 

field off Nethermoor Road. It is a family friendly event starting at 4.00pm with ‗Phil 

Collins‘ followed by 2 hours of ‗Queen‘ and finalising with the Phogues. There will be 

two marquees plus a bar tent, meaning that we should be able to go seamlessly from 

one act to another without delay. A wide variety of hot food including jacket potatoes, 

burgers, filled pork rolls, chips etc will be cooked and served by Munchkins Caterers, 

and the MCP Bar on the field will sell a selection of alcoholic and soft drinks. It 

promises to be a great evening and tickets are available from the village Post Office at 

£12.50 for adults. Children are free with an accompanying adult. 

Mike surprised us at the end of the AGM by resigning both as Chairman and from the 

committee, so we are now hoping to recruit a new Chairman; someone with leadership 

qualities and who knows one end of a spreadsheet from another to lead our very 

willing and capable team of eleven. New committee members also very welcome.  Huge 

thanks to Mike for four marvellous years of leadership. 

Sally Evans, Vice chairman MCP, 01823 690234 
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BARN TABLETOP SALES 

Thank You 

On the last day of July the sun shone (except for two short, sharp showers), the 

traders, buyers and spectators came and enjoyed an intriguing afternoon of investigating 

the thirty tables under cover in the North Lane Farm barns. Whether it was for crafts 

or bric-a-brac or toys and games or the raffle or the drinks and cream teas the patrons 

who attended found bargains and delights for themselves and their families. 

We thank the Betty family for the use of their barns for this special event which raised 

over £1,200 for St Michael's church. Thanks also to the traders who brought their 

wares and to all the people who attended the event for without them all our efforts 

would have been in vain.                                                Othery Street Fayre Committee 

 

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH ROOM 

Coffee Mornings 

It‘s a long time since we last met in the Church Room for our usual Tuesday 

Coffee Mornings. However, we are now planning to have our first Coffee 

Morning on Tuesday 7 September, that is assuming that the Covid-19 rules 

don‘t change. 

The Committee will ensure that the 

Church Room is cleaned thoroughly 

before opening and will plan to have the 

windows and door open during the 

morning. 

For anyone not familiar with the village, 

a Coffee Morning is held in the Church 

Room every Tuesday between 10am 

and 12 noon. We can offer tea, hot 

chocolate and a variety of coffee 

including cappuccino and fresh coffee so 

there is something to suit everyone‘s 

taste. 

We also have a selection of home-made 

marmalade and sometimes chutney! 

There is a selection of books for sale 

(25p per book) with a variety of 

authors and a lending library of jigsaw 

puzzles for those of you who fancy a 

challenge. 

This is a great opportunity to meet up 

with friends and relax for a while, so 

please do join us – you‘ll be made very 

welcome.  

Scilla Tempest 

  OTHERY VILLAGE NEWS 
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CLASSIC & VINTAGE VEHICLES 

Road Run& Pig Roast, Saturday 18 September 

This will again start and end by kind permission at Maisey's Field 

opposite the speed camera. 

The assembly of vehicles will be from 1.30pm to 3pm, judging will 

commence from 3pm, by BBC Radio Somerset personality Sarah 

Kana-ah, the circular route road run will start at 3.30pm. As the vehicles return there 

will be a Pig Roast at £4 per bap on sale to everyone and bookable in advance with 

Anthony Betty 01823 698350. 

Road Run Entry forms are available from Mervyn Winslade tel. 01823 698368 or 

mervwinslade@gmail.com. The vehicles Road Run entry fee paid in advance is £10 

otherwise it will be £12 on the day. Free entry for the public to view and admire the 

participating vehicles. Hot and cold drinks and nibbles will also be for sale. Portable 

toilet also on site.            Othery Road Run Committee 

 

ST MICHAEL'S HARVEST SUPPER & AUCTION 

Monday 27 September 

The annual Harvest Supper followed by an Auction of items will be held in 

Othery Village Hall with the doors open at 7pm for a 7.30pm start. 

Tickets are £16 per person, bring your own drinks and glasses as there 

will not be a licensed bar available. 

Tickets are available from Mervyn 

Winslade 01823 698368 or 

mervwinslade@gmail.com also from Iris 

Calder 01823 698243. 

All the monies raised by the Auction will 

go to the Bridgwater Food Bank and 

profits raised from the meal are for the 

maintenance and upkeep of St Michael's, 

Othery's parish church and the Church 

Room. 

Mervyn Winslade & Margaret Harris, 

Churchwardens 

 

Harvest and Farm Equipment 

Anagram Answers (see page 21) 
 

  1.  Wheat      2.  Barley 

  3.  Oats    4.  Potatoes 

  5.  Sugar beet   6.  Oilseed rape 

  7.  Tractor    8.  Cultivator 

  9.  Plough  10.  Sprinkler 

11.  Combine harvester 

12.  Sickle  13.  Hay fork 

14.  Seed drill  15.  Baler 
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MOORLINCH CHURCH HALL 

I am pleased to announce the hall is now open again for business. It can be booked for 

meetings, social events, art and craft and fitness groups etc. 

I would like to thank everybody for their support during the lockdown period by buying 

the Christmas Raffle tickets, attending the Plant Sale, joining the 100 Club and of course 

personal donations. 

We were fortunate to be awarded a grant from the Somerset Community Fund which 

we have used to put in place Covid safety measures as well as some Community 

Benches to be placed in the grounds so that we can rest and enjoy the sun and view. 

To book the hall, please contact Pam Coombes tel 01458 210755. 

Mary Mason,  

Chair Moorlinch Church Hall Committee 
 

ST MARY’S CHURCH 

Church Breakfast Café is Back! 

On the final day of the Tokyo Olympics we 

held our first breakfast café for well over a 

year. It was wonderful to meet some of the 

people who had moved into the village 

during the lockdowns and to welcome back 

many who had lived here for several 

decades. 

Many thanks to all who turned up and 

mucked in (with hand sanitiser applied, of 

course) with the food prep, table laying and 

clearing up afterwards and for joining in the 

Olympic flag reflection. 

Our special thanks to Jenny H-K for all her 

hard work in getting the hall Covid safe – it 

was much appreciated. 

We‘ll be back again.                

Jane Stryker 

 

MOORLINCH CHURCH BUILDING UPDATE 

…..and some well-deserved THANK YOUs! 

 

The works we were able to schedule under the Covid-19 Emergency Repairs Grant 

have now been completed. Well, apart from re-hanging the porch doors - but that is 

imminent. 

The works of repair, covering areas affecting the fabric and historic material of the 

church, included repairs to the tower roof leadwork, putting the cockerel back up on 

the spire (recently blown down), some limited re-pointing and stone conservation, 

some woodwork repairs and some asbestos removal from the tower. 

 MOORLINCH VILLAGE NEWS  

 



19 

All this was covered by the grant and 

most ably overseen by Ian Wells and 

the Diocesan Architect, Mark Taylor. 
 

A huge thanks to Ian for all his time 

and effort in ensuring the success of 

this project and to the Church 

Committee for all their support. 
 

In terms of the works and their 

completion, the timing could not have 

been better. Works completed in time 

for lockdown easing, means we have 

been able to re-open the church. 
 

Sadly, the first ‗in-person event‘ has 

been under very sad circumstances to 

hold the funeral for Helen Gould, a 

very long time and much loved 

‗Moorlincher‘. But that we were able to 

do this and welcome many of Helen‘s 

family and friends to a near normal 

service was amazing. 
 

But it could not have happened without 

the serious hard work of so many 

individuals – too many to name here, 

but you know who you are! A sincere 

thank you to you all – to everyone who 

volunteered, came up to help clear and 

clean the church after the works and 

made a rather dusty old church sparkle 

and shine. 
 

I do, however, need to mention Aileen 

Munday for co-ordinating the post 

works cleaning efforts and ensuring 

that this was done safely and without 

everyone polishing the same pew! 

Thank you. 
 

And now the church is officially OPEN 

we will be holding services in person 

from now on (unless things change ….) 
 

Hurrah!! 
 

Looking forward to welcoming you to 

one of them. 

Fiona Hixon,  

Church Warden 
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  GREINTON VILLAGE NEWS 

More information is available on the website www.stawellvillage.info 
 

STAWELL VILLAGE HALL  

Art and Craft Exhibition and Hub Cafe 

You are invited to a very special Stawell Village Event  

on Saturday 16 October from 10am to 2pm and Sunday  

17 October from 2pm to 5pm. 

Stawell villagers will be exhibiting their creations which they have produced over the 

enforced lockdown period. Including art, woodwork, photography, fabric and 

needlework, sculpture and anything else we don‘t yet know about. 

Entry will be free, so please come and join us. Tea and coffee will be available. 

So let‘s celebrate our creativity. 

For more information please contact Margaret Williams on 01278 723482. 

Margaret Williams 

 STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET VILLAGE NEWS 

Information is available from greintonvillage@gmail.com or via the Greinton Village in 

Somerset Facebook group 
 

GREINTON VILLAGE HALL 

After what seems like an interminable pause, a newly refurbished Greinton Village Hall 

is reopening! We haven‘t been entirely idle over the past 18 months – next time you 

visit we hope you will be impressed by the redecoration inside and out, the newly 

installed wood-burner stove and the refurbished toilet. Less obviously, the hall has been 

completely reroofed and various other bits of dilapidated structure, such as the porch, 

attended to. 

Our next event will be our traditional Harvest Barn Dance and Hog 

Roast with a Cash Bar (sorry, no cards) on Saturday 25 September.  

Door open at 6pm.Tickets: £5 in advance or £6 on the door for adults 

and teenagers, free entry for primary school aged children or younger, 

available from Toby Crispin or Alan Woodbridge. 

Other events planned for later in the autumn include an evening of  

Mouse Racing on Saturday 30 October and Christmas Bingo on Saturday 

11 December. 

The new book exchange in the old telephone box has proved to be very successful. It 

now contains as many books as it can comfortable hold – we have to remember that 

the telephone box‘s primary purpose is to house our defibrillator and we have to be 

careful not to obstruct easy access. Please could we adopt a ‗one in, one out‘ policy for 

the book exchange from now on? If you bring a book down, please take one or more 

away with you. 

Toby Crispin 
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VILLAGE AGENTS 
 

To contact a Village Agent ring  

01823 331222 and they will find the 

most suitable person to deal with  

your query. 

Referrals can also be made via local 

doctors‘ surgeries. 
 

MIDDLEZOY & OTHERY 

Jane Wood   

Tel 07985 680266 

email: janew@somersetrcc.org.uk 
 

MOORLINCH 

To be allocated 
 

STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET 

Daniel Bell  

Tel 07946 461548 

email: danielb@somersetrcc.org.uk  
 

GREINTON 

To be allocated 

 

Harvest and Farm Equipment Anagrams 

(Answers on page 17) 
 

  1.  a thew   __________________ 

  2.  earlby   __________________ 

  3.  as to   __________________ 

  4.  a poets to  __________________ 

  5.  grease tub  __________________ 

  6.  ideal repose  __________________ 

  7.  arctrot   __________________ 

  8.  vicarlotut  __________________ 

  9.  gulpho   __________________ 

10.  peririnks   __________________ 

11.  bench variometers _________________ 

12.  elksic   __________________ 

13.  kay of rh   __________________ 

14.  idlersled   __________________ 

15.  barel   __________________ 
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DEFIBRILLATOR MACHINES 

From the scene of an incident, call 999, ask for Ambulance. 

Ascertain the condition of the patient. If a defibrillator is required, to 

obtain the code to open the cabinet give the following information 

about the nearest machine. 

      Call sign 

Greinton Phone Box  TA7 9BW CHT-RT-1583 

Middlezoy Chapel   TA7 0NZ  SC0253 

Middlezoy Village Hall  TA7 0PG  SC0254 (machine at car park end) 

Moorlinch Farm   TA7 9BU  

Othery Village Hall   TA7 0QU 

Stawell Village Hall   TA7 9AD 
 

Within 200m of a defibrillator they can give you the code to open the cabinet on post 

code alone, farther away the call sign is required. 
 

POLICE        Emergencies only tel: 999 ;  Non emergencies tel: 101 

CRIMESTOPPERS    8am-10pm Weekdays 0800 555111 

  USEFUL INFORMATION  

HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING & REFUSE COLLECTIONS 

The recycling and rubbish collections for all the MOMSS & G area are as follows: 

Recycling Boxes, every week:   Friday 3 then Thursdays 9, 16, 23, 30 September 

Black Wheeled Bins, alternate weeks:   Friday 3 then Thursdays 16, 30 September 

Garden Waste Bins, alternate weeks: 

Middlezoy: Mondays 13, 27 September      Othery: Thursdays 23 September, 7 October 

Moorlinch, Stawell, Sutton Mallet, Greinton: Thursdays 16, 30 September 
 

RECYCLING CENTRES 

Summer opening hours are 9am-6pm weekdays and 9am-4pm weekends. 

Full details of each site, location, opening times, materials they will accept etc. can be 

found at www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycling/centres 
 

MOBILE LIBRARY 

This service continues on a Friday every 4 weeks. 

Next visit: 10 September 

Stawell Village Hall 9.50am - 10.30am 

Moorlinch Tapmoor Road Junction    10.45am - 11.15am 

Middlezoy Main Road Bus Stop    12.30pm - 1.10pm 

For further information about reading books online contact Libraries Direct on 0300 

123 2224 or visit www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries 

 

Our advertisers enable us to provide the MOMSS magazine free of charge to each home  

in our villages. Please support them if you can, and mention this magazine. 
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MOMSS COMMUNITY INFORMATION 
Please advise momssgeditor@live.co.uk of amendments/additions 

 

ANGLICAN CHURCH INFORMATION 

Priest-in-Charge 

Rev Andrea Harwood  01458 443239  vicarmomss@gmail.com  

Sunday mornings, Tuesdays and Wednesdays plus half a day on Saturdays (by arrangement) 
 

United Benefice Readers 

Pauline Davies 01278 451280 and Richard Graham 01278 722284  
 

Parish Auxiliary Lay Ministers 

Mervyn Winslade (Othery); Ruth Peberdy and Roger Harding (Stawell) 
 

Churchwardens 

Middlezoy: Ian Campbell 01823 698790 

Othery: Mervyn Winslade 01823 698368 and Margaret Harris 01823 698838 

Moorlinch: Fiona Hixon 01458 211096 

Stawell contact: Rachel Fortune 01278 723416  
Sutton Mallet contact: Brian Lishman 01278 722579 

Greinton contact: Jean Heywood 01458 210497  
 

METHODIST CHAPEL MIDDLEZOY 

Minister: Rev Deborah Kirk 01823 334854 

Chapel Stewards: Pauline Stewart 01823 698351 and Sandy Rogers 01823 698220 
 

PARISH COUNCILS/MEETINGS 

Middlezoy—Chairman: Paul Baker 01823 698082  
Othery—Chairman: Andrew Tizzard 01823 690284 

Moorlinch—Meeting Chairman: Ron Hixon 01458 211096 

Stawell and Sutton Mallet—Chairman: Brian Lishman 01278 722579 

Greinton—Enquiries: Toby Crispin 01458 210227 
 

DISTRICT PCSOs 

Georgia  Coles 07889 659466; Benjamin Simpkin 07889 659932 
 

VILLAGE AGENTS 

See information on page 21 for contact details 
 

HELPFUL NUMBERS 

Middlezoy:  School 01823 698465; The George Inn 01823 698215; 

P.O. 01823 698981 - Open: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri  8:45am-12pm, 2pm-5pm                                            

Shop 01823 587222 - Mornings - Open: Monday to Saturday 8.45am-11am 

                                 Afternoons - Open: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 3pm-5pm 
 

Othery: School 01823 698464; The London Inn 01823 698416 

Maisey‘s Bakery 01823 698244;  Open Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat: 8.30am-2pm, 

Hot Takeaway: 8.30am-12 noon 
 

Moorlinch: Ring O‘Bells 01458 210358; Garage 01458 210298;  
 

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS 

Middlezoy Village Hall 01823 690598;  Othery Village Hall 01823 690482; 

Moorlinch Church Hall 01458 210755;  

Stawell & Sutton Mallet Village Hall 01278 723665; Greinton Village Hall 01458 210277 

mailto:vicarmomss@gmail.com
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SERVICES CHART FOR CHAPEL AND UB CHURCHES SEPTEMBER 2021 
 

 
 

 

The Common Worship readings and lessons for each of the services: 

 

DATE SEASON METHODISTS ANGLICAN 

Sept. 
5 Sun 

Fourteenth 

after Trinity 
  10.00am United Benefice service at 

              Stawell church 

12 Sun Fifteenth 

after Trinity 
10.30am Joint service at 

Middlezoy Chapel with 

Middlezoy Church 

10.00am service at Othery church 
10.00am service at Moorlinch church 
10.00am service at Stawell church 

19 Sun Sixteenth 

after Trinity 
  10.00am United Benefice service at 

    Middlezoy church with  

    Archdeacon Rev Anne Gell 

26 Sun Seventeenth 

after Trinity 
6.30pm HC service at 

Middlezoy Chapel 
10.00am Harvest Festival at Middlezoy church 
10.00am service at Othery church 
10.00am service at Moorlinch church 
10.00am service at Stawell church 

Oct. 
3 Sun 

Eighteenth 

after Trinity 
 10.00am United Benefice service at 

              Othery church 

DATE SEASON READINGS 

Sept. 
5 Sun 

Fourteenth 

Sunday after 

Trinity  
(Proper 18) 

OT:      Proverbs, chapter 22, verses 1, 2, 8, 9, 22 and 23 
Psalm:    125 
Epistle:   James, chapter 2, verses 1 to 17 
Gospel:  Mark, chapter 7, verses 24 to the end 

12 Sun Fifteenth 

Sunday after 

Trinity 

(Proper 19) 

OT:     Proverbs, chapter 1, verses 20 to 23 
Psalm:   19 
Epistle:   James, chapter 3, verses 1 to 12 
Gospel:  Mark, chapter 8 verses 27 to the end 

19 Sun Sixteenth 

Sunday after 

Trinity 

(Proper 20) 

OT:     Proverbs, chapter 31, verses 10 to the end 
Psalm:   1 
Epistle:   James, chapter 3, verses 13 to chapter 4, verses 3, 7 and 8 
Gospel:  Mark, chapter 9, verses 30 to 37 

26 Sun Seventeenth 

Sunday after 

Trinity 

(Proper 21) 

OT:     Esther, chapter 7, verses 1 to 6, 9 and 10 and chapter 9, 
        verses 20 to 22 
Psalm:   124 
Epistle:   James, chapter 5, verses 13 to the end 
Gospel:  Mark, chapter 9, verses 38 to the end 

Oct. 
3 Sun 

Eighteenth 

Sunday after 

Trinity 

(Proper 22) 

OT:     Job, chapter 1, verse 1 and chapter 2, verses 1 to 10 
Psalm:   26 
Epistle:  Hebrews, chapter 1, verses 1 to 4 and chapter 2, 
        verses 5 to 12 
Gospel: Mark, chapter 10, verses 2 to 16 
 


